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North Dakota is a hot spot for huntmg of all kinds - duck, geese, phedsant,
'sharp-tail grouse, moose, whitetail deer - and the list goes on. While out
LOn your hunting trip, step.in and visit these local businesses!

Supplement to: McLean County Independent, McCusky Gazette, Central McLean News-Journal, The Leader-News, Center Republican, Hazen Star & The Beacon




BY TYSON SMEDSTAD
BHG News Service

Chloe Jackson has just returned
from an antelope hunt the in Wyo-
ming. Both she and her husband
were both able to fill their tags.

Jackson opened her taxidermy
business when she moved to Gar-
rison in December after marrying
local, Zach Jackson. Shelives near
Fort Stevenson with her husband
and yellow lab, Bakken, and quar-
ter-horse, Marley.

Their honeymoon was a hunt-
ing trip in Wyoming. She had
gotten a mountain lion tag. After
tracking one down, her husband
told her to take the shot.

“He knew it was my dream
hunt,” Chloe said.

Needless to say, she lucked
out in moving to Garrison. She
couldn’t have hand-picked a bet-
ter location to start a taxidermy
studio with miles of hunting land
and Lake Sakakawea just down
the road.

“Igrew up watchingmy dad. He
always did taxidermy for friends
and family and I always had an
interest in it,” Jackson said. “I
always skinned out animals that
we hunted or trapped. So, I've had
bits and pieces throughout my

life, but as a full-time deal, it’s only
been since I got here in December.”

There are different ways to
become a taxidermist. You can go
to school for it, or learn as you go,
watch dvd’s, attend seminars and
go to day classes.

“There (are) maybe two other
women in North Dakota that I've
met and talked to that have been at
the taxidermy show and seminars.
So that’s pretty awesome,” Jack-
son said. “But there’s definitely
more guys.”

Jackson does it all: birds, fish
and Europeans mounts. Her fa-
vorite animals to work on are big
game heads.

“But I really like doing fish
too,” Jackson said. “And being on
Sakakawea, we have bigfish here.”

Garrison local, Sam Hellekson
has worked with Chloe on numor-
ous occasions.

“She did a ten pound walleye I
caught on Fort Peck this spring,
and she is working on my Boone
and Crockett Wyoming antelope.
She did a fantastic job on my wall-
eye,” Hellekson said. “She wanted
to know the entire trophy story and
educated me on the mounting and
display options. She understands
that a trophy isn’t just about the
size of the animal but it’s about the

FREE STORAGE
UNTIL SPRING

LEAVES ARE FALLING AND SO ARE THE PRICES ON

Chloe Jackson received the Best of Category Any Fish and Best Novice

Division Entry awards at the North Dakota Taxidermists Association
Wildlife Art Show in Bismarck with a perch.

memories made in the outdoors
with friends and family. She loves
the outdoors and animals and has
anatural eye for capturing unique
characteristics of animals. She is
an excellent artist.”

Jackson has a steady stream

of business so far this year. She’s
already finished, or is working
on, a shoulder mount of a moose,
multiple deer, an antelope, a bear,
some Sakakawea salmon, and
many fish replicas including wall-
eye, geese and ducks. Not to men-

Submitted
Jackson’s white tail deer mount
took second place to her perch at
the same competition in February.

tion her own mountain lion mount
that’s in the works.

If you need a mount or a replica
you can call or text Jackson at
701-836-1001, check her Facebook
page or send her an email at jack-
sontaxidermystudio@gmail.com.

ASK ABOUT

NO TRADE

ON SELECT

FEW MODELS

ALL OF OUR REMAINING USED TRAVEL TRAILERS AND 5TH WHEELS!

2007 JAYCO DESIGNER
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BY JERICK TAFOYA
BHG News Service

By Jerick Tafoya

“It’s awesome. I grew up hunt-
ing. So it was really good to see
him get into it.”

That’s what longtime hunter
Brad Hetzler said. He was refer-
ring to his 10-year-old son Chase
Hetzler.

Like most children, that ishow
Chase got into the hobby of hunt-
ing. And this year during Chase’s
first hunting season, he was
able to get his first kill as well.
Brad said, “We were sitting on
the hillside for probably about
an hour. We did have to move
one time to get closer to the ani-
mal. This is his first year with a
license.”

Brad added, “This was the
first year he was eligible to deer
hunt. This was the first year
he ever got to carry a gun with
him.”

Prior to that, Chase would
go hunting with his dad. But
it wasn’t quite the same. It felt
different.

“It kind of gets boring at some
points when you're just waiting
around and you have to be super
quiet,” Chase said.

This year though, Chase got
his chance.

“I was really scared at first. I
was just sweating,” Chase said.

When asked about being
scared of the animal, Chase re-
sponded, “Yes actually, I was. I
saw her in the bushes. She was
looking straight at me.”

Brad added, “It was a pretty
small doe. After I butchered it,
we got about 30 pounds of meat.

POSTED

PRIVATE
PR OPERTY

HUNTING, Fi

HiNG,
TRESPASSy T ING, TRAPPING 0p

FOR ANY PyRpsE

IS STRICTLY F
VIOLATORS wyy, ¢ PODDEN

L BE PROSECUTED

12” x 18” weatherproof polymetal
signs with us. Personalized with
your name and address in
made-to-last vinyl lettering.

Submitted
Ten-year-old Chase Hetzler gets his first kill. This is his first year having
a hunting license.

“We weren’t really anticipating
getting a deer that day. So it kind

Chase admitted he’d go hunting
every day if he could.

2020
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“TAMING” GAME FLAVOR
OF VENISON ROAST

Combine 1 Cvinegar and 2 T. salt in a gallon of water.

Remove all outside fat from venison roast. Soak venison
in vinegar/salt/water mixture for several hours. Insert 4
tsp. salt and a piece of onion in a couple of deep slashes
in the roast. Sprinkle with meat seasonings, spices or bay
leaf. Cover with bacon slices. For a tender cut, roast at 325
degrees in an open pan. For less tender cuts, add a little
water, cover and roast at 325 degrees until almost tender.
Remove cover for a short time to give a better finish and
flavor.

of happened by luck I guess.”

Chase’s shot wasn’t by luck
though. He put in the time to
improve his shooting.

“We have a target in our ga-
rage. And we also went out on
our land and set up a shooting
stand,” Brad said.

Even after securing his first

Brad said, “You only get one
a year. So he’s gotta wait until
next year.”

And although he has to wait
several years for the opportu-
nity, there are other animals that
Chase wants to hunt.

“I would like to buck hunt.
And bird hunting would be kind

Y

kill, Chase is eager for next year. of fun too,” Chase said.
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“Well known for the 120z steaks (handcut daily!)”

Well-aged and specially seasoned prime rib, ribeye, New York
steak & seafood served on Thursdays - Saturdays
Goes*hand.in_hand with some also well known jalepeno poppers

which-are-made fresh everyday. s

Including famous prime rib sandwiches and hamburgers as well as made
from scratch soups & desserts with a flare of 6erman-Russian dishes.

From a very small tavern to a well traveled steokhouse, many come from all directions.
Our cozy private dinning room is perfect for family, unniversuaries, hirthdays, meetings
and private getaways. With talk of an additional 3 season private patio in the works,
there is a patential for future lorge bike runs, benefits, special outdoor fish fries,
crawfish boils, live bands and auctions. Kid friendly during the day, our fantastic
servers can shake up a great beverage of your choice.

8 gaming machines « TVs - dart machines

“Great location with surraunding hunting, fishing and scenery.”
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WELCOME HUNTE RQ'

See us for
hunting supplies!

Bentz Supply Store
202 AAve'E

. McClusky, ND 58463
701-363-2288

Welcome Hunters!

 Wehaveall you need.

. Guns, Ammo, Optics,
Reloadmg Supplies, Gun Cleaning,
' Slght-ln, Transfers, Special Orders 3{

WWW. orlonsden net
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What to know about your

local game and fish violations

BY RALPH MANCINI
BHG News Service

There's more than meets the eye
for the inexperienced hunter look-
ing to harvest local wildlife. We
were recently given the lowdown
on game and fishing violations
from a state officer who's been en-
forcing state regulations since 1979.

Purchasingalicense, which can
easily be done with a cell phone, is
the first step all hunting enthusi-
asts should follow through on be-
fore they begin tracking their prey,
according to Turtle Lake-based
District Game Warden Tim Larson,
who added that recognizing your
game is half the battle.

"With ducks and geese, the big-
gest thing is being able to identify
your birds because they are regu-
lated by species and sex," he says.
"When you look at one pintail, one
redhead or tworedheads . you have
tobe aware of what you're shooting
at and what you're keeping."

In trying to figure what can be
captured and ultimately kept as it
relates to waterfowl, for example, a
basic bag of six ducks can contain
no more than five mallards and no
more than two hen mallards.

Likewise, when one is transport-
ing their small game, they have to
be able to show specific features,
such as a fully-feathered head or

a fully-feathered wing. In the case
of upland birds, such as the fully-
feathered rooster, it's redeeming
marker would be it's leg that has a
distinguishing spur.

When tackling big game, Larson
noted that transporting any kind
of elk, pronghorn, deer or bighorn
sheep requires immediate tagging
after they're harvested. Those tags
should include the dates of the Kkill.

"Not tagging your deer . that
could be a first offense where you
could have your license [removed],"
he cautioned, "because hunting is
a privilege; it's not a right, and you
can lose that privilege."

Larson further mentioned that
if his agency can prove that a
violator's equipment was used in
illegally killing multiple deer or
other category of big game, that
person can lose their firearm
and their hunting privileges.
"And there's also a civil penalty
that can be invoked," he continued.
"Tt's what you pay for the animals
you removed from the wild. There
can also be a jail sentence, but
that's up to the court.”

In one extreme circumstance,
the law enforcement agent recalled
apoacher in Colorado who illegally
shot 18 deer and wound up serving
amonth in jail as a result.

Trespassing is another forbid-
den offense, as individuals found

Post #12

guilty of hunting on posted land
without permission can instantly
lose their hunting, fishing and
trapping privileges for a year.
Trespassing infractions, more-
over, can reportedly be prorated
if they occur a second time over
a short period. A third violation,
said Larsen, may carry a five-year
revocation of one's hunting rights.
Mistakes are often committed
by out-of-state visitors who are
unaware of shotgun policies that
prohibit hunters from loading
more than three shot shells when
pursuing upland game birds. Both
Minnesota and Wisconsin, for
instance, lack those requirements.
When the topic turned tofishing,
the warden instructed area trawl-
ers to be cognizant of how they
transport their catch. In certain
enclosed water sites, people are
limited toslicingeach fish in twofil-
lets, which counts asa "wholefish."
While commenting on the 2019
total of infractions in the state
(over 2,300), the Kenmare native
said that amount is similar to what
the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department typically deals with.
"T would say that our compli-
ance overall has improved. But I
know further out west, you have an
influx of people, [where] violation
rates go up because they are either
not aware of the regulations or
they don't care about them."
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‘ah‘bu American Legion

60 prize sportsmens raffle

40 gun - 20 sports goods - giftcards
Call 701-462-3250/ 701-561-9812

Name:

Sold by:

1. Browning A Bolt 243 Win,

2. Browning A Bolt 270 Win.

3. Browning A Bolt 300 Win.

4, Browning A Bolt 300 WSM

5. Weatherby Vanguard 270 Win.

6. Weatherby Vanguard 257 WBY

7. Howa 1500 8.5 Creed.

8. Howa 1500 22-250

9. Howa 1500 6.5 Creed,

10. Rossi R92 Carbine 44 Mag.

11, American Tacticla 20 Ga. o/u

12. TSA Viper 12 Ga.

13. Legacy Sports 20 Ga. Inertia

14. Henry Pump 22r Octagon

15. Glock G48 9mm

16. EAA MKA 1919 20 Ga.

17. $450.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
18. §450.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
19. 8450.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
20. $450.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft

(MSG)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(HiH)
(HeH)
(HaH)
(H+H)
(MSG)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA}
(PFA)
(PFA}
(MSG)
(PFA)

Prizes purchased at these businesses...
Double H Guns, Bismarck (H+H)
Mandan Sporting Goods, Mandan (MSG)
Prairie Firearms, Washburn (PFA)

American Legion Post #12 Washburn, ND

60 PRIZE SPORTSMENS RAFFLE

June 5, 2021 * Memorial Building, 805 Main Ave. Washburn, ND

Holder of this ticket is invited for a spaghetti meal at 6 p.m. with drawing to begin at 7 p.m.
Limit of 2100 tickets « Office of the Attorney General » Gaming license G0128

Tickets fo be sold at §20 each. Need nat be present to win. Ticket purchase i nof a charifable donation.
Winnars must be 18 and mest North Dakota gun eligibility requirements.

Dakota Tackle, Bismarck
Sportsmens Loft, Minot

21. $450.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
22. EAA MC312 12 Ga. Camo

23. Ruger Precision 17 HMR

24, Ruger Precision 22 WMR

25. Ruger American Pred. 243 Win.
26. CZ 999 Zastava 9mm

27. Henry Garden Gun 22Ir

28. Mossberg Patriot 243 Win.

29. $350.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
30. $350.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
31. $350.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
32.8350.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loll
33. $350.00 Gift Card Sportsmans Loft
34. Remington 870 Express 12 Ga.
35. Remington 870 Express 20 Ga,
36. Remington 870 Express 20 Ga

37. Marlin XL7 3006 Bolt

38. Tristar Cobra Camo 12 Ga.

39. Tristar Cobra Camo 20 Ga.

40. Ruger 10/22 Il Comm.

(PFA)
(MSG)
(MSG)
(MSG)
(PFA)
{H+H)
(PFA)

(PFA)
(PFA)
(H+H)
{MSG)
(H+H)
{H+H)
(PFA)

41. Taurus GS2 9mm

42. Savage 320 Field 12 Ga.

43. $200.00 Gift Card Dakola Tackle
44.5200.00 Gift Card Dakola Tackle
45.5200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
46. $200.00 Gift Card Dakola Tackle
47. $200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
48.5200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
49.5200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
50. $200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
51. $200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
52. $200.00 Gift Card Dakota Tackle
53. Ruger Wrangler 22Ir

54. Ruger Wrangler 22Ir

55. Taurus Spect 380 ACP

56. Taurus Spect 380 ACP

7. Taurus Spect 380 ACP

58. Taurus Spect 380 ACP

59. Heritage Arms 22Ir

60. Heritage Arms 22Ir

(MSG)
(MSG)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA)
(PFA)

VENISON SUMMER SAUSAGE

Ingredients

1 premixed package of Leo’s summer sausage seasoning
Vs C mustard seed

1/3 C pepper

18 Ib venison

7 b pork

3 Ib mahogany-colored casings

Directions
Mix the cut pieces of venison and pork with spices and let
sitin a cooler/refrigerator overnight. Grind the meat mixture
two times through a large-screen, then through a medium
screen. STUFFING -- Adding small amounts of water will
help the mixture go through the stuffer more easily.

SUMMER SAUSAGE
WITH PEPPER JACK CHEESE

Ingredients

1 premixed package of Leo’s summer sausage seasoning.
Y4 C mustard seed

1/3 C pepper

18 Ib venison

7 Ib pork

2-1/2 Ib Pepper Jack cheese (high-temp)

3 Ib mahogany-colored casings

Directions

Mix the cut pieces of venison and pork with spices and
let sit in a cooler/refrigerator overnight. Grind the meat
mixture two times through a large-screen, then through a
medium screen. STUFFING — Mix in Pepper Jack cheese just
before stuffing. Adding small amounts of water will help the
mixture go through the stuffer more easily.

BREAKFAST SAUSAGE PATTIES

Ingredients
1premixed package of Leo’s breakfast sausage seasoning
12.5 Ib venison
12.5 Ib pork.

Directions

Mix the cut pieces of venison and pork with the seasoning
mix and LET SIT OVERNIGHT in a cooler/refrigerator. Grind
the meat mixture two times through a large-screen, then
through a medium screen. After grinding, package into 1-lb
packages. If you want to stay away from salt, do not use
curing salt, if you just put into patties. If you plan on stuffing
and smoking it, you have to use the curing salt.




Hunters Haven 5

Father & daughter enjoy youth season

BY JARANN JOHNSON
BHG News Service

Mattea Hysjulien is only 12,
but she’s had her fair share of
success during North Dakota’s
Youth Deer Hunting Season.
Mattea has reached her goal
every season and improved each
time out.

North Dakota’s Youth Hunt
Season is about 10 days long and
runs during the last two weeks of
September. Mattea has been with
her dad, Brent, each of the past
three successful hunts.

Her first hunt was her favor-
ite. Mattea said the first hunt
felt like a new adventure even
though her shooting wasn’t
great.

“I think it was just my first
year because I didn’t know ex-
actly what to expect or where
they would go if I shot them,”
Mattea added. “The first year
was pretty hard. I shot at a lot of
them, but I kept missing. Then
on the last day of my first year, I
got it that morning. I was lucky
for getting that.”

Years 2 and 3 have gone a lot
smoother for Mattea. She said
she got her Doe with four shots
during Year 2 and one shot dur-
ing Year 3.

“The second year, last year. I
think it was the third or second
day. I think that one I shot 2 or
3 and missed. But the first year
was bad —Ishot at it like 12 times.
Then it was four,” Hysjulien
said. “This year, I got it first
shot.”

Brent has been with Mattea
for all three hunts. Mattea said

Y
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her father’s hints and tips focus
on pointing out deer and remind-
ing her to stay quiet.

“He just sits there and says ‘O
there’s one.” Then he’ll say ‘Be
quiet or else you are going to
scare them away.’ So then I have
to be quiet,” Mattea said.

Brent said his focus for the
youth hunt is finding a place
where Mattea doesn’t have to
rush and can make a good shot.

“With a youth hunt when they
are that young, it is nice to be
set up on a spot where you know
the deer will come. Because it’s
easier for the dad, easier for the
kid to make a good shot. I think
it’s not rushed when you are
sitting there waiting for them to
come,” Brent said.

“It’s kind of like bow-hunting
to a degree. We have a gun that
can reach further, but it just
makes it easier.”

Mattea enjoyed the challenge
of the first year. She enjoyed hav-
ing to work a little bit to find the
deer she wanted.

“The first year, it took longer.
It was more fun because you got
to go out more than you would
normally. This year was boom,
done,” Mattea said.

“The first year was like; boom,
boom, boom, boom, boom, boom,
boom — OH, it’s done now.”

Brent said he took Mattea
right to the spots heliked during
Year 2 and Year 3. But might try
to find new places to take Mattea
in the future.

“The second and third years
we went to a spot we knew had
some deer. I think that’s prob-
ably the difference. The adven-

-

ture of the first time out,” Brent
said. “Next year, or in future
events we might have to do more
adventure or different spots. But
it sounds like she doesn’t mind
that part.”

Brent has enjoyed finding
another hobby he can grow and
share with his daughter. He cred-
its his wife, Lindsey, with being
supportive of the Hysjulien girls
learning to hunt.

“Our girls’ mom, Lindsey,
hunted. So me as a father, I
realized she went hunting with
her dad. It’s part of their fam-
ily tradition. So, it was really
easy when mom was behind her
daughters hunting,” Brent said.

Overall, Brent said his favor-
ite hunting memory with his
daughter came during Year 2.
Brent said Mattea missed the
deer during the first night but
hunted in the morning and hit
the deer at the next spot they
chose.

“When she shot the deer the
second year, we were both hap-
py. You could see it on her face,
how excited she was when she
hit that deer from that distance.
She hit it perfect,” Brent said.

Mattea and Brent have hunted
together for three years during
the Youth Hunt Season. They
both enjoy it.

Brent thinks huntersshouldn’t
be scared of introducing hunting
to their children.

“My opinion is don’t be shy or
scared of it. I think every father
or hunter has a different confi-
dence level. I think getting your
daughter or kids out to shoot
safely is kind of a big learning

Located on Lake Sakakawea’s North Shore! South of Garrison, ND on County Rd 15

BAVEIDE PROPERTY ALS

Call (701) 220-7477 for Daily & Weekly Rates!

£

Very Clean Lodging, Exceptional Kitchens, Bathrooms, Living Rooms, Bedrooms.
Laundry, A/C & Heat. Flat Screen TVs, Coffee, Dishwasher & Stove.
Door Front Parking, Boat Parking, Outside Electric Plug-ins & Dog Kennels.

CALL 3675168
Daly b Wk s

Mattea Hysjulien, a 12-year-old, has had three successful Youth Hunts
consecutively. Hysjulien’s father, Brent, has been with her for every

youth hunt.

curve. But as you can see three
years in you can see she is more
confident and excited to do it,”
Brent said.

Mattea’s confidence has
grown since she first started
hunting and her advice to other
young hunters is simple.

“Don’t be scared of shooting

> Totlen i
Trail =

Restaurant, Sports Bar & G
On & Off Sale, Gas Station,
Bait & Tackle, Cabins, RV §
(4) Unit Motel, Great Fishin

it. I think some people think it’s
bad to shoot a deer. They might
be scared to shoot it or feel bad,”
Mattea said.

Mattea and Brent are a fa-
ther-daughter hunting duo, and
they’ll for sure be out there next
year, trying to keep their youth
hunting streak alive.

Card Troll

Totten Trail Resort 701-337-2070
HWY 83 North on Lake Audubon
Mon-Sat: 11am-1am ¢ Sun: Noon-1am
www.tottentrail.com
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BY ALLAN TINKER
BHG News Service

Friends Andy Prince and Ker-
ry Helm introduced the only
hunter of birds in the Martwick
family, Jeff to hunting. He was
15 years old. Prince had relatives
south of Pickardville who would
let them hunt there and they
would also go east and west along
the McClusky Canal for birds.

North of McClusky, Melvin
and Melva Schindler were “real
good” about letting him hunt
ducks there. “I would give them
some ducks when I was done. I
cleaned my own harvest but in
my early years, Grandmothers
Martwick and Pahl would help
clean or take the excess birds. My
family and I don’t eat much wild
fowl but they liked it.

“There weren’t many geese
back then. The flyway was wider,
along the river then, but Turtle
Lake was good hunting for migra-

tory and there were lots of ‘local’
ducks there. Now we have out of
state hunters in the McClusky
and Sheridan County area as the
geese have moved in with the
flyway changes. There are many
more ducks and geese now.”

Martwick used a 12 gauge
side-by-side (double barrel) with
a 2 s -inch shell he bought from
Steve Neff. “I used it so much I
wore the bluing off in spots. It
was a Universal shotgun, made
in Spain, and I hunted sharp-tail
grouse and Hungarian partridge,
my favorite birds to hunt. There
were a few pheasant back then
(1970’s) but many came into the
area later. They are runners and
you need a dog when you hunt
pheasant. The other birds just
drop when they are hit, but pheas-
ant will run as far as they can,”
said Martwick.

“I hunted with Rod Davis who
had a dog that was good for hunt-
ing, but he never worked well

for me. Later on, I had a German
Shorthair hunting dog named
Nikki Von Sheridan (she was
registered). She would run out
25 feet to the side and then run
back and forth across to the same
distance on the other side as we
walked. She was one smart dog.”

In the 1980s, Martwick hunted
deer with his dad, when walking
got harder for his dad, they quit
in about 2012-2013. For hunting
deer, he used a Weatherby Van
Guard chambered in a Win-
chester 270.

“Inever had a head mounted as
I thought for that much money I
could instead by another firearm.
In about 1995, he started bird
hunting with Doug Kurle.”

They would start by Lincoln
Valley and the McClusky Canal
in that area and work south
to McClusky, hunting in land
owned by a relative. He added
that Kurle needed a place to work
on guns in the winter, so had

%\

Kurle made a small wood “man
cave” near his sister’s place and
worked on his hunting gear and
firearms in cold weather.

Another great teacher of many
things about hunting and fire-
arms was the late Tom Turnbull.
Turnbull introduced him to Joe
Barland, who became his hunting
buddy, as well as the “responsible
party” for paperwork and back-
ground checks at Martwick’s
retirement firearms and supply
shop in McClusky.

Martwick said that he and Bar-
land go to about 10 gun shows a
year (this year an exception due
to COVID) and they sell firearms
at four.

Deer licenses are good for
certain areas, determined by
request, if you are lucky, and
whatever is left, if you aren’t,
said Martwick. He usually hunts

PRAIRIE POTHOLE

continued on pg 12

Lifelong hunter and gun collector
Jeff Martwick lives in the central
portion of the Prairie Pothole
Region.
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Submitted
Daphne Lauer’s, 13, second year youth deer hunting. Got her deer at
7:40 am on her first day out and had to track it down for a couple hours,
but found it. Daphne is from McClusky.

* GUN SALES
* GUNSMITH
* FFL DEALER

FOR THE BEST PRICES

#1 N. MAIN ST. | GARRISON, ND
701-463-7155
9 AM. — 6 P.M. [MON-SAT]

CHUCK HAYES

701-516-7155 roughridergunrepair@gmail.com

Submitted
McCall Chase (8) and Ellie Gehring show off an afternoons worth of birds.

Evolved
Habitats
BUCK LICKER

APPLE
SALE

DUCK &
GOOSE

CALLS
15% OFF

ALLS

Cenex
Bait & Tackle

Located inside Garrison Cenex

463-2256

2020

Facebook

* AMMO - CAMO
BLAZE ORANGE GEAR

Hunters Haven 7

Main Street « Garrison, ND
463-2322
www.yeoldemaltshoppe.com

Weekend Specials
Fri & Sat Nights

Starting at 4 p.m.
PRIME RIB, RIBEYE,
5 PC. SHRIMP
& WALLEYE

- Daily Specials - Mal:
resh Bakeo Pastri
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BASIC “COUNTRY”
SAUSAGE RING

Ingredients

1 premixed package of Leo’s country sausage seasoning
12.5 b venison

12.5 lbs pork

Regular pig casings

Directions

Mix the cut pieces of venison and pork with the seasoning
mix and LET SIT OVERNIGHT in a cooler/refrigerator. Grind
the meat mixture two times through a large-screen, then
through a medium screen. STUFFING -- Adding small
amounts of water will help the mixture go through the
stuffer more easily. Slowly fill the pig casings with the meat
mixture to desired size.

Extra Pepper Tweak — If you like a little more ZING to
your venison sausage, add 1/3 C black pepper with the
seasoning.

Jalapeno cheese Tweak - If you like even more ZING, add
1 C fine ground jalapeno slices to the spice mixture; cool
overnight. Before stuffing add 2-1/2 C Pepper Jack cheese
(high-temp). NOTE — DO NOT GRIND THE CHEESE - just add
it before stuffing.
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North Dakota's Largest Tac

e Mir.Heater
» Gas & Electric Augers
e Winter Depth Finders
e Underwater Cameras
» Portable Ice Houses
* Rods, Reels & Combos
e Bulk & Packaged Ice Lures

DAKOTA
TACKLE

AUTOMOTIVE °

e Computerized Wheel Alignments
* Computerized Engine Analysis
* Brakes * Exhaust e Tire Repair
* Oil Changes * Transmission
e Complete Engine Replacement

Take a break where
Lewis & Clark did.

NORTH

DOkO'I'G I Lewis & Clark

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 9-5

Be Legendary.”

Corner of US 83 and ND 200A, Washburn, ND e 877.462.8535 e FortMandan.com




Prairie grouse passion:
A first hunt on the North Dakota plains

BY DANIEL ARENS
BHG News Service

Sometimes, people can take for
granted what they have in their
own backyards. But an outside
perspective helps show how much
the North Dakota prairie really
has to offer.

Nick Arens has spent his entire
life in Minnesota. Currently living
in Taylors Falls, along the Wiscon-
sin border, Arens knows all the
ins and outs of bird hunting in the
woods and marshes of that state.

But the open grassland of North
Dakota is something new.

For clarity’s sake, it should be
noted that Nick Arens is the cous-
in of this article’s author. A pas-
sionate hunter in his home state,
this was his first hunt and even his
first visit to North Dakota.

“Icame out to visit Dan,” Arens
said. “And then it evolved into,
‘Wait, I can go hunting out there
too.””

Above all, Arens wanted to
come out to North Dakota in order
to hunt sharp-tailed grouse. While
he had seen them occasionally in
Minnesota, watching their “spring
dance,” he had never successfully
hunted one before.

“My obsession with prairie
grouse is what brought me to that
corner of the state,” he said.

From Sept.17-19, Arens made
the seven-and-a-half hour trek
west to Hazen, staying at the
Roughrider Motel there and us-
ing that as a base from which to
explore the prairies of Mercer and
McLean counties.

“I got my North Dakota out-of-
state license, that’s all it really
took,” he said. He brought a Sav-
age/Stevens Model 311 16-gauge
shotgun for the hunt, as well as his
faithful German Shorthair Chief.

Arens spent the time before the
trip studying up on the area, and
the behavior of the grouse there.

“Kinda just learning the be-
havior of sharp-tail in short grass
rather than brush land,” he said.
“The behavior’s completely differ-
ent out in your area.”

Arens’ hunts took him from
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The hunting trip was successful, with Ni

west of New Salem off the inter-
state, north of Beulah, north of the
Crossroads and out into McLean
County in the Mercer and Turtle
Lake area. Wherever he went, he
found awe at being in the beautiful
and unique landscape of the true
Upper Plains.

“It’s just the experience is over-
whelming,” he said. “The sheer
grandeur of it all. The distances
you can go without reaching a
property marker.”

In total, Arens got six sharp-
tailed grouse and one Hungarian
partridge during his hunt. He
also had a cookout Sept. 18 with
one of the sharp-tails, saying that
brought the trip full-circle.

“We thought it was really good
and contrary to what most people
say,” he said. “It’s not known as
good table fare.”

Arens also noted the differences
in the grass species and the terrain
he walked, with Minnesota hunts
usually involving grass up to his
shoulder.

“It was tiring, hot and dry,”
he said. “And I found that very
beautiful, with all different species
of grass.” In particular, the buf-
faloberry intrigued him, growing
not only in the fields but near the
shores of Antelope Creek in Hazen.

The chief highlight of his hunt-
ing, however, came from the per-
formance of the 2-year-old, Chief.

“Watching the dog go back
and forth, the excitement of him
getting on point,” Arens said.
“The excitement of the flush, the
retrieve. Thelaughter of the sharp-
tails when they came up.”

Unfortunately, Chief’s first trip
to North Dakota ended on a bad
note: a first encounter with a por-
cupine, resulting in an emergency
visit to a vet in Bismarck.

“That was definitely a part of
the trip, even though it sucked,”
Arenssaid. “Chief pointed on a big
clump of buffaloberry. I foolishly
assumed it was a bird. As the por-
cupine ran away, he went after it
and got a face full of quills.”

Thankfully, the Bismarck trip

tridge. One of the grouse is pictured here.
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ck Arens bagging six sharp-tailed grouse and one Hungarian par-

Dance of the sharp-tails

Like many species of birds, the sharp-tailed
grouse engages a courtship ritual during the
spring breeding system. For the grouse, a
special “dance” makes up this ritual, providing
a memorable experience for hunters and bird

enthusiasts like Nick Arens.

“With tails erect, wings spread and air sacs
on their necks inflated, the slowly twisting and
turning grouse beat a courtship rhythm on the

FWS says the males perform this dance on top
of grassy hilltops, called “leks!” The males have their
own individual territories in which to perform their
dances to attract females, while any breach of
another male’s territory might result in a fight.

The dance can occur for a period of days or

cold bare hilltops like nothing else in nature,”

was successful, and Chief is on
the mend.

Arens learned other tricks of
the NoDak hunt beside wariness
when it comes to clumps of brush
cover. One wasrealizing that some
of the rugged, rural roads aren’t
actually through roads, but prove
to be little more than trails. Using
afamily van as an off-road vehicle
isn’tnecessarily the easiest option
to access some of the tougher areas
of the region.

“The three biggest lessons I
learned out here are never trust a
buffaloberry patch, always trust a
dog’snose and not every road is for
driving in North Dakota,” he said.

Arens said he was grateful for
the hospitality shown to him and
Chiefin Hazen and North Dakota,
adding he plans on returning and
continuing the sharp-tail hunt in
the future.

“Yes, definitely planning to
come out again,” he said. “I think

according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

next time I'll stay closer to Hazen.
You don’t need to drive far to find
birds.”

He encouraged residents of the
Mercer and McLean area not to
take their land in the prairie for
granted, and to recognize the valu-
able species we have right here in
the sharp-tailed grouse.

“I think what I want to commu-
nicate to everyone is for those not
familiar with the prairie grouse, I
think it’s an animal really worth
learning about,” Arens said. “Try
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even weeks, with females arriving shortly after the
dancing begins. Following the courtship resulting
from the dance, nesting begins.

Daniel Arens]:
Nick Arens takes aim while hunting sharp-tail grouse east of Hazen. It was Arens’first time hunting in North
Dakota; he is a resident of Minnesota.

to get out in spring and watch the
spring dancing. That’sreally what
sparked the obsession for me.”

Arenssaid if you have a reliable
shotgun and walking shoes, you
can experience this exciting op-
portunity for yourself, especially if
your hunt also includes a depend-
able hunting dog like Chief.

“The grouse really is a staple
of the American prairie,” he said.
“Hazen, North Dakota: you guys
are blessed with a pretty awesome
resource.”

Chief, Nick Arens' faithful hunting companion, uses his trusty nose to

search out grouse.
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Audubon refuge welcomes hunters

BY SUZANNE WERRE,
BHG News Service

There are avid hunters who
have grown up and lived just a few
miles away from the Audubon Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge that have
never hunted there.

They probably have their own
reasons, but the refuge, located
just north of Coleharbor along US
Highway 83, is a hunter’s haven
for those looking to bag a trophy
deer or bring home their limit of
pheasant, grouse or partridge.

The refuge is open to archery,
rifle and muzzleloader deer hunt-
ing, and when deer hunting sea-
son is over, the refuge is open
to late-season

said. “That opening day used to
bereally crazy. It’s taking a little
while to build back up.

For hunters who are used to
hunting in friends’ fields or along
country roads, pheasant hunting
on the refuge will be a little differ-
ent, said Baer.

“There’s just a lot more natu-
ral habitat,” said Baer. “There’s
going to be a lot more water and
grass to walk through.”

Hunting is one of the few things
that coronavirus has not really
touched. Hunting lends itself to
social distancing, and the staff at
therefuge just ask that hunters ad-
here to social distancing protocol.

There are a few other things

they request

upland birds “If a guy is WI”Ing when hunt-
— including 7 ing at the
the elusive to Walk— I dont Aqdubhon
Ring-necked know if he'll fill his limit - Wildlife
pheasant. but he'll birds” Refuge, said
While the OUt he'll see some Dbirds. Baer.
n;llmbers ?f - Audubon National Wildlife Okn.e the
pheasants park in the
at the refuge Refuge Manager Kathy Baer parking lot.
aren’t up to Hunting is

what they were in the early 2000s,
says Kathy Baer, Refuge Manager.
Just don’t expect one to walk right
up in front of you.

“If a guy is willing to walk — I
don’t know if he’ll fill his limit —
but he’ll see some birds. If you're
willing to put in the work, you're
going to get some shots off. It’snot
going to be just a short walk from
the parkinglot-but that’s why it’s
called hunting and not killing.”

The numbers of pheasants are
starting to rebound after couple of
particularly hard winters in 2009
and 2010, noted Baer, and she’s
hoping the number of pheasant
hunters starts rebounding as well.

“The biggest (change) is the
number of pheasant hunters we
see on that opening day,” Baer

not allowed from the tour trail.
Two —lead shot is not allowed on
the refuge for upland game. Three
— While not required, the refuge
staff appreciates it if the shotgun
shell hulls are picked up and not
left to litter the refuge.

Hunting dogs are allowed on
the refuge.

Baer said it’s fine if hunters
dress their pheasant (or deer)
while on the refuge, leaving the
remains of the carcass for the
foragers on the property.

“Justleave it there—the coyotes
will get it,” she said.

The visitor’s center at the ref-
uge is not open now, noted Baer,
but there’s no checking-in re-
quired to go hunting on the refuge
anyway. Hunters may just park

FiLL YOURGTANK:

Flyway 200

Convenience Store

121 A Ave E.
McClusky, ND 58463
off Highway 200

701-363-2290

their rigs in the parking lot and
walk in.

For anyone accompanying
hunters who are going along just
“because” or to see what it’s like,
the refuge is beautiful, natural
masterpiece.

“It’s a big place. There’s lots of
room, and it’s just nice being with
nature,” said Baer.

Anyone out on the refuge dur-
ing any hunting season is encour-
aged to wear bright colors, she
added - even if they’re just out for
a hike — hunters need to be able
to see any other people who are
out there.

A recently-finished 15-mile hik-
ingtrail will allow the nonhunters
to wind their way through the

I L e
Don Winter, BHG News Service

refuge’s grasslands on a newly
groomed and marked path.
Hunters (or hikers) looking for
more information on the Lake
Audubon Wildlife Refuge at Audu-
bon National Wildlife Refuge
3275 11th St. NW Coleharbor, ND
58531 701/ 4425474701 / 442 5546
fax audubon@fws.gov http://
www.fws.gov/audubon

Neon Quarter Zip
Performance Pullover

$42.00

starting at $85.00
colors available: Shadow Grass
y» Blode and Break-up Infinity

- Camo Full Zip

Blaze Orange & Safety Green

sizes: XXS - 6XL
LT-B6XLT

1
Mossy Oak

$79.00

colors available:
Shadow Grass
Blade and Break-up
Infinity
sizes: XXS - 8XL
LT-6XLT

Mossy Oak Camo Pullover

colors available: Shadow Grass Blade

get on farget - hunting gear

$75.00

and Break-up Infinity
sizes: XXS - 6XLT
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Youth seasons provide launchpad for mentoring

BY NICK SIMONSON
Dakota Edge OUtdoors

As the leaves turn their yel-
low, gold, red and brown, an-
other change in color signals the
shift toward fall. Inthe morning,
along any given gravel road,
should the conditions be just
right and a recently-harvested
field be available in pheasant
country, it’s easy to see the
transition in the bird population
as the newest crop of roosters
begins to ditch the buff hues
shared with their young-of-the-
year sisters, and instead don
the bronzes, golds, reds and ma-
roons of adulthood. It is a sign,
much like the quickly departing
leaves on the trees, that autumn
has arrived and pheasant season
is just around the corner.

For many new hunters, the
pheasant season and particular-
ly the youth pheasant weekend
of Oct. 3 and 4 in North Dakota
and youth pheasant week from
Sept. 26 to Oct. 4 in South Dako-
ta, provides a chance for them to
don a new color as well and join
our orange-clad culture. Help-
ing novices make the transition
from their spring or summer
hunters education courses to
those exciting moments behind
a field dog in pursuit of roosters
in the coming weeks is perhaps
the best spent time in the out-
doors for an experienced hunter
passing on the tradition. What
follows are tips to make the most
of it and set new hunters on the
path to a life-long pursuit.

Hazen {3} Beulah
hubconvenience.com

Focus on Safety

In a controlled environment,
say at the patterning board or
behind a trap thrower, safety
rules are generally easy to recall
and enforce. Add in the elements
of a chilly morning, a stiff breeze,
a running dog or one in an
adrenaline-inducing point, and
things can become overwhelm-
ing for new hunters. Be certain
toremind them that not taking a
shot is okay. Whether they know
it isn’t safe when a bird doesn’t
get up high enough, they just
couldn’t click their safety over in
time, or perhaps just didn’t feel
right about the shot for another
reason, letting new hunters
know that the shot is theirs to
take — or not — is key in taking
the pressure off of each outing.

Additionally, share the idea
that not only is blaze orange a pe-
rennial fashion color this time of
year, it serves a purpose as well.
Stress that more of the safety
color is better, and be certain to
model that behavior by wearing
your vest and hat, and share one
or two of the dozens you likely
have accumulated over the years
to help reinforce the idea that
visibility equals safety.

Prepare for the Shot

Before the hunt, explain to a
new shooter how your dog will
work the field. Is it a flusher, a
pointer, maybe a little bit of both,
depending on the birds? Talk
about cues from the way the dog
moves when it is on scent to the
time it goes on point or puts a

=
HubPariks

3¢ on fuel with HubPerks

bird in the air. Before entering
the field, explain that “ground
pounding” roosters is a big no-
no, and letting them get airborne
with blue sky behind them is the
best possible scenario. Address
the commands that are common
when in pursuit of pheasants —
from “whoa” to “go” - so that
everyone is aware as to what is
going on.

From those cues, be they from
a circling flushing dog to a hard-
holding pointer, new hunters
will learn what to expect lead-
ing up to the shot. When the
moment comes, help make the
call of rooster or hen, and let a

(1]
9

/]

first timer take his or her shot
at the bird in flight as they iden-
tify it, mount their shotgun and
squeeze the trigger. Especially
in the early youth season, these
moments are the ones that help
cement new hunters and future
conservationists into the sport-
ing fold.

Just the Start

These days in the early season
are only the beginning, not just
for the three months of hunt-
ing ahead, but for a lifetime. A
mentorship doesn’t end with
just a day in the field but con-
tinues throughout the fall and
for years to come, particularly

0 Q 0
'/} \)
0 /)
/] \

meats 8 speci

alt

est.

until a young hunter is capable
of heading out to the field alone.
With each day as the season pro-
gresses, remember how birds ad-
just to pressure and the elements
and share those tips and sugges-
tions and the lessons learned
along the way. As birds become
brightly colored and winter sets
in, it’slikely that a young hunter
will be gaining the experience
necessary to predict and adjust
to these changes. With a little
help and a focus on safety, how
things work in the field and
what’s to come throughout the
season, that process will seem to
happen as quickly as a bird takes
to the wing.

~ Wild Game Processing | *
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Wild Game accepted in Parshall only.

2452B 70th Ave NW e Parshall

743-4451

www.myersmeats.com

New & Used Firearms
SALES AND SERVICE

FEDERALLY LICENSED GUNSMITH AND FIREARMS DEALER

Gun Sales

Pistols ¢ Rifles * Shotguns
REPUTABLE MANUFACTURERS

Beretta ® Smith & Wesson ¢ Ruger
* Mossberg ¢ Hi-Point * SKB

Gun Accessories

Ammunition ¢ Optics ¢ Cases
¢ Holsters and More!

Check out prices on our
full line of ammo!

Est. 1984

GUN PRO

104 12th Ave NW
Hazen, ND 58545

We Repair! We can fix most common problems with your
firearm to restore its safety, accuracy and integrity. We perform
most repairs in-house and will have your gun back to you quickly.

Joel Wood (701)748-2848

woodd4j@westriv.com ¢ 4jgunpro.com




12 Hunters Haven

PRAIRIE POTHOLE

continued from pg 6

for deer in 2KY, an area north of
Highway 200. One year he drew
the Flasher area for hunting.

About every three years, he
applies for an out of state license,
usually for antelope. He was
drawn and received permits for
Utah and Idaho and for North
Dakota Lifetime tags that he was
lucky to get in 2012. This isa once
in a lifetime privilege. That was
the year before his heart attack,
which slowed him down a bit.

But, four months after he had
finished recuperating in 2013, he
was in Montana again, after an-
telope. “The walking is good for
me,” he said. “My hunting friends
were surprised to see me out.”

In 2019, his out of state hunting
took him to Edgemont, South Da-
kota, where the owner said she
had something for him and his
hunting friends. They followed
her back into a room where five
or six little kittens came running.
Luckily, what she had for them
was a calendar and pen. Another
reward on a hunting trip was ata
steakhouse in Gillette, Wyoming,
where, in the center of the room,
was a case that held a million
dollars’ worth of wine. He noted
it was a great sight. “We eat good
when we go out of state,” Mart-
wick added.

Last year, six buddies went
hunting antelope in Wyoming.
He and his partner got there
on Tuesday, shot their prey on
Wednesday, and headed back
home on Thursday. The others
wanted to hunt more and stayed
the whole week.

In 1978, Martwick read his first
hunting magazine and during his
14 years of owning a restaurant
and bar and working the bar by
himself, he took the magazines

with him for slow times.

After this time, he gained a
huge amount of information
and could tell people what the
make, model, caliber and retail
price was on guns on television,
literally hundreds of guns. He
saved the magazines, 500 or so of
them, and still uses them to look
up things.

Way back, before he started
working, he studied a year of
architecture at Grand Forks and
ayear of zoology in Fargo. One of
his first jobs in summer was for
ND Game and Fish.

In 1990, his gun purchases
went to collecting guns and not
for new hunting guns. When he
married Rhonda, they started
making retirement plans for a
gun shop in the summer, with all
the other things needed for hunt-
ing. When he is finally retired,
they will close the shop in Janu-
ary, and travel until the weather
and business are back and then
come home.

Soon, he will learn to shoot
a deer with a muzzle-loader,
Barland will teach him. He can
hunt all over the state of North
Dakota with the permit he won in
the drawing but must only shoot
antlered (male) whitetail deer.
The season for muzzle-loaders
follows the regular deer-hunting
season, around Thanksgiving.

Jeff’s life is a collection of
learning along the way, from peo-
ple he met or knew, about birds,
dogs, and firearms; something
to talk about with any visiting
hunter he meets and valuable for
him in business.

All are gifts from living in the
Prairie Pothole Region in North
Dakota.List:

* Breakfast served all day
* Now serving Beer & Wine /
* Steaks & Brew
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GUNS

1021 S. Washington St.,
Bismarck
(701) 223-4888
(Just behind Jiffy Lube)
hhgunshop.com

Gunsmith Hours
M, W, F
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Used Gun
Selection in
the Area




