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PURSUES TWO 
DREAMS A B-52H Stratofortress aircraft takes off as part of an exercise, Global Thunder, on Oct. 23, 2020 at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota. U.S. 

Strategic Command conducts global operations in coordination with other combatant commands, services and appropriate U.S. government 
agencies to deter, detect and, if necessary, defeat strategic attacks against the United States and its allies. See more on page 6.
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Welcome Dr. Coombs
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

As a physiatrist specializing in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R),

Jason Coombs, DO, helps people restore loss of mobility and function due to

injury or disease, and provides musculoskeletal exams and diagnosis. He also

serves as medical director of Trinity Health’s inpatient rehabilitation unit.

Restoring Mobility and Function 
Formerly of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Dr. Coombs earned his Doctor of 

Osteopathic Medicine from Touro University California and completed his

PM&R residency at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital in Grand Rapids. 

His experience includes medical service across three different continents as

part of the U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard. A member of the American

Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Dr. Coombs and his family

enjoy sports, outdoor activities, and travel. He’s been active in community

service, including a 20-year involvement with the Boy Scouts of America and

coaching youth sports teams. 

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Services

Health Center – Medical Arts

101 3rd Avenue SW, Minot ND 58701

For Appointments, Please Call 701-857-5462

Jason Coombs, DO

trinityhealth.org

• Amputation

• Arthritis

• Brain/spinal cord injury

• Cerebral palsy

• Dysphagia

• Multiple sclerosis

• Muscular dystrophy

• Orthopedic trauma

• Parkinson’s disease

• Spina bifida

• Stroke

• Spasticity

• Musculoskeletal exams/diagnosis

using EMG and other techniques

SSGT. WILLIAM PATRICK, 
5AMXS WEAPONS SPECIALIST TEAM CHIEF

SSgt. William Patrick is a weapons specialist team 
chief for the 5th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron. Before 
he joined the U.S. Air Force, he was a police offi  cer 
in Prairie Grove, Arkansas where he is originally from. 
He moved here to become a part of Team Minot with 
his wife and three children. As a weapons specialist, 
Patrick loads B-52s with the various diff erent payloads 
it is equipped to carry. Patrick and the three Airmen that 
he oversees have spent eight hours loading a full aircraft 
during the Prairie Vigilance exercise. As a team chief, he 
is his team’s source for information. They will come to 
him for questions or guidance on anything pertaining 
to their weapons systems. Patrick will ultimately route 
all issues or concerns up to his weapons supervisors 
who can provide even further direction. All movements 
are coordinated with the 705th Munitions Squadron to 
ensure all Airmen are safe at all times. “Getting to see all 
of this fi rst hand is humbling,” says Patrick. “Everything 
is waiting on us. We make it happen.”

Patrick says even though the daily grind can get old at 
times, he is always proud of what he does. His advice to 
Airmen at Team Minot is to never get jaded and always 
remember that every single Airman has an impact on 
the mission.

Prairie Vigilance

2020

SRA JAVIER FRANCESCHI, 
5TH AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE CREW CHIEF

SrA Javier Franceschi has been a member of Team 
Minot for about two years and is a 5th Aircraft 
Maintenance crew chief for the B-52H Stratofortress. 
Part of his job is to complete a series of fi nal checks on 
the aircraft to ensure the safety of the aircrew before 
fl ight. Before the aircrew board the aircraft, Franceschi 
will brief them on recent work completed and any other 
information they may need to know prior to starting 
their mission. Additionally, he can prepare a B-52 for an 
emergency takeoff . To do this, he places small explosive 
charges called “start shots” behind the engines to cause 
an instantaneous startup. This allows for a much faster 
startup time compared to the slower start time of having 
the engines burn oxygen to startup.“I’ve learned a 
lot about my job and a lot about the Air Force,” says 
Franceschi. “I try not to get jaded. I really do love my 
job. Most importantly I love seeing the plane fi nally 
take off  at the end of the day.” Franceschi says he is 
particularly proud of how he and his crew performed 
during the Prairie Vigilance exercise. He says the aircraft 
can be unpredictable at times, so when things go well it 
puts their team at an advantage.

A1C AUDREY MOORE
5TH OPERATIONS SUPPORT SQUADRON
WEATHER FORECASTER 

A1C Audrey Moore is a weather forecaster for the 
5th Operations Support Squadron weather operations 
fl ight and is new to Team Minot. Born into an Air 
Force family, she spent much of her time growing up at 
Hurlburt Field in Florida. Moore placed Minot Air Force 
Base as one of her top choices because she says she loves 
to experience new things. Moore’s daily responsibilities 
include checking and tracking weather patterns around 
the base, which are used to draft weather advisories. 
She also writes a Terminal Aerodrome Forecast, or TAF, 
to predict weather changes 30 hours out. This can be 
as specifi c as listing accurate wind direction, as well 
as speed, a full day ahead of time. The information 
she provides is important to both B-52 and helicopter 
pilots at Minot so they can prepare for their missions 
and ensure safety of fl ight for their crew members. 
“You have to stay on top of it no matter what,” says 
Moore. “No matter how good you are, the weather can 
always change.” Half way through her 12 hour shift, she 
will create another TAF to update weather advisories. 
Additionally, Moore will take calls from aircrew members 
to keep them informed on cloud ceilings and freezing 
rain statuses. “Being confi dent is what makes anyone a 
good forecaster,” says Moore.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS 
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CALEB KIMMEL 

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JOSH W. STRICKLAND 
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  Minot Air Force Base - Northern Sentry. 
The Northern Sentry is published by 
BAG, LLC., a private firm operating 
independently of the U.S. Air Force. 
Contents of the Northern Sentry are 
not necessarily the official views of, 
or endorsed by, the U.S. government, 
the Department of Defense or the 
Department of the Air Force. The offi cial 
news source for Minot Air Force Base 
is www.minot.af.mil. The appearance 
of adver tising in this publication, 
including inserts or supplements, doesn’t 
constitute endorsements by the DoD, the 
Department of the Air Force or BAG LLC., 
of the products or services advertised. 
Everything advertised in this publication 
shall be made available for purchase, 
use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, 
political affi liation, or any other nonmerit 
factor of the purchasers, users or patrons. 
We welcome your stories and photos of 
interest to the readership of the Northern 
Sentry. Minot Air Force Base Public 
Affairs reserves the right to not authorize 
publication.The Northern Sentry deadline 
for submission of materials is at noon the 
Tuesday before publication date.

“As Airmen stand guard for 12 
hours, the wind chill is zero, and 
snow coming down, they have 
to wonder… why? Why are we 
doing this?” according to Maj 
Christopher Curtis, Director of 
Wing Plans and Exercises, Minot 
Air Force Base, North Dakota “I 
want them to know that anytime 
we execute a strategic readiness 
exercise, it gets a lot of attention. 
Their eff orts get international 
attention, and the exercise is 
briefed all the way up to the 
President.” 

Prairie Vigilance is a Strategic 
Readiness Exercise. “B-52s are 
able to display our readiness 
as no other leg of the nuclear 
triad can. The B-52 and an 
exercise like Prairie Vigilance, 
give the President a credible tool 
to infl uence and shape foreign 
policy”. Navy submarines and 
Air Force Intercontinental 
Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) are 
always on alert. They make up 
the other two formidable legs of 
the Nuclear Triad but they are 
cannot be recalled once they 
are used. “The B-52 has the 
unique ability to takeoff , fl y a 
mission, and make a very visible 
statement” Curtis said. 

But an exercise like Prairie 
Vigilance is not easy to carry out. 
“We have over 1,500 Maintenance 
personnel, 500 Security Forces 
personnel, and 100 aircrew 
from two diff erent bomb wings” 
explains Curtis. Both wings are 
working together day and night 
to carry out the exercise. 

In addition to the 5th Bomb 

Wing at Minot Air Force Base, 
there were B-52s, aircrews 
and numerous maintenance 
personnel from the 2nd Bomb 
Wing at Barksdale Air Force 
base, Louisiana taking part in 
the exercise. 

This year’s COVID 19 outbreak 
did not really aff ect Prairie 
Vigilance, “We were more 
meticulous in our planning and 
there was extra care taken for 
social distancing and mask wear, 
but with or without COVID 19, we 
will execute the mission. COVID 
didn’t aff ect our execution, it just 
made planning more diffi  cult” 
said Curtis. 

“It is a daunting task to execute 
a strategic readiness exercise with 
B-52s, but it shows our allies, and 
adversaries, that we are ready and 
that we are capable” according to 
Curtis “Prairie Vigilance may be 
an exercise but it has real world 
implications.” 

Curtis and his team are 
responsible for organizing 
and carrying out the goals 
of Prairie Vigilance. “Retired 
CMSgt Nicholas Hoff  and SMSgt 
Brandy Hatcher are tremendous 
resources. SMSgt Hatcher has 
been doing these for over eight 
years.” This team makes things 
happen” said Curtis. “Their 
expertise and dedication to the 
5 BW mission was essential in 
planning this exercise”.  

“The Airmen of the 5 BW are 
always ready to answer the call 
and right now they are proving 
it,” said Curtis. 

Prairie Vigilance
Exercise = Deterrence

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

The 5th Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force Base, N.D., participated in Prairie 
Vigilance Oct. 13-19. 2020, an annual exercise designed to test the wing’s 
ability to conduct conventional and nuclear-capable bomber. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS I 
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CALEB KIMMEL & AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JOSH W. STRICKLAND 
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The nearly 60-year-old B-52 will be the 
workhorse of the Air Force’s bomber fl eet 
another 30 years at least, reinvigorated 
with upgrades to boost its range, power, 
sensors, and bomb-carrying capacity. 
Once complete, Air Force Global Strike 
Command’s  improvements to its 76 
B-52s will provide the equivalent of an 
extra 22 bombers’ worth of weapon-
carrying capacity.

The multitude of upgrades are already 
well underway and will continue into 
the late 2020s, providing aircraft built in 
the 1950s and ’60s—the last B-52 was 
built in 1963—with modern engines and 
radars, new capability to carry more smart 
weapons internally, new communications 
and connectivity, and the ability to deliver 
the most advanced missiles in USAF’s 
inventory. B-52s will also remain a key 
part of the American nuclear deterrent.  

The changes are signifi cant enough 
that the upgraded bombers could be 
redesignated from B-52H to “B-52H+” or 
“B-52J.” A new radar will mean a new 
nose, perhaps without the electro-optical 
blisters on the radome made obsolete by 
wing-mounted Sniper or Litening targeting 
pods. The aircraft’s twin-engined pods 
on the swept-wing bomber will also look 
diff erent, and the fi ve-person crew will 
likely be reduced to four.

The Air Force has already spent some 
$1.4 billion in this round of B-52 upgrades 
and will invest another $3.8 billion over 
the next fi ve years—and considerably 
more in the years that follow. Specifi cs 
are not yet available.

“It is going to … be a very diff erent 
B-52 than what I fl ew as a lieutenant,” 

said Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Gebara, 
director of strategic plans, programs, and 
requirements for Air Force Global Strike 
Command in a September Air Force 
Magazine interview. In addition to its 
upgrades, the B-52 will also be able to 
launch the Air Force’s most advanced 
missiles, the new AGM-181 Long-Range 
Standoff  (LRSO) nuclear cruise missile and 
the hypersonic AGM-183 Air-launched 
Rapid Response Weapon (ARRW).  

Over-engineered from its inception, the 
B-52 airframes remain remarkably viable, 
with decades of structural service life 
remaining, Gebara said. Even with combat 
systems largely unchanged since the 1991 
Gulf War, mission capable rates remain 
about 80 percent and the platform itself 
remains among the most versatile in the 
force, capable of fi ring standoff  missiles, 
dropping gravity and precision-guided 
bombs, and laying mines.

In fact, the B-52 will long outlast the 
newer B-1 and B-2 bombers, both of 
which are expected to retire in the early 
2030s when the new B-21 stealth bomber 
joins the force.

AFGSC Commander Gen. Timothy M. 
Ray wants only “must-have” upgrades, 
Gebara said, “Nice to haves” did not 
make the cut, he said. Among those that 
won’t be added are the Large Aircraft 
Infrared Countermeasure System, or 
LAIRCM, which was dropped after the Air 
Force withdrew its B-52s from close air 
support and refocused them exclusively 
on dynamic force employment missions. 
The LAIRCM was primarily a defense 
against low-level infrared threats, Gebara 
said, and therefore not deemed a priority. 

NEW ENGINES 
Engines, however, are a must. Without 

new power plants, Gebara said, “it’s not 
going to be an airplane anymore—it’ll just 
be a static display.”

The B-52 Commercial Engine 
Replacement Program seeks to replace 
each B-52’s eight antique TF-33 power 
plants with modern, business-class jet 
engines. The goal: 30 percent more range 
or loitering time, reducing demand for 
aerial tanking, and increased reliability 
such that, once installed, the engines 
should never have to be removed for the 
remaining life of the airplanes.

Global Strike Command estimated in 
2018 that the re-engining could cost $22 
billion, but would save $10 billion in fuel, 
reduced maintenance, and personnel. 
The actual costs won’t be known until 
the Air Force selects an engine. All of 
the major engine suppliers are competing, 
and a selection is expected next spring. 
Rolls-Royce, GE Aviation, and Raytheon 
Technologies’ Pratt & Whitney are each 
off ering variants of existing business-jet 
engines. Boeing, which built the B-52, 
will be the Air Force’s integrator.  

The project will be among the fi rst 
competitions relying on digital models 
rather than real-world fl ight-tests to 
evaluate and select a winner. The Air 
Force shaved about three years off  what 
might have been a 10-year acquisition 
process, thanks to streamlined Section 804 
authorities. Gebara expects installations 
could begin in about fi ve years.

Maj. Gen. Mark E. Weatherington, 
commander of AFGSC’s 8th Air Force, 
said that once the upgrades begin, the 

command could see “30 to 40 refurbs,” 
or engine replacements, per year.

CONNECTIVITY 
While the engine replacement will 

take time, other changes are already 
well underway. Nearly complete is the 
CONECT upgrade, which adds Combat 
Network Communications Technology 
including data links, processing power, 
moving map and full-color displays, and 
the ability to retarget weapons in fl ight.

As of August, Gebara said, 69 of 76 
B-52s had completed the CONECT 
upgrade, which began in 2014. CONECT 
replaces a series of Band-Aid solutions to 
improve targeting and connectivity that 
cluttered cockpits with laptop computers, 
connecting wires, and Post-it notes.

The Rube Goldberg solutions “show the 
innovation of our Airmen,” Gebara said, 
“but it’s also nice” to see the BUFF “come 
up to 21st century” standards.

NEW RADAR 
The B-52’s ancient AN/APQ-166 radar 

is slated for replacement, its analog/
mechanical systems is prone to all the 
shortcomings of older technology, said 
Gebara. He said the system was old when 
he fi rst joined the Air Force nearly three 
decades ago. 

“When I started fl ying the B-52, it was 
a 20-plus-year-old radar back then,” he 
said. “It’s a maintenance nightmare for 
those poor guys on the line.”

The replacement radar still has no 
offi  cial designator.  Selected in July 2019, 
it is based on Raytheon’s APG-79/APG-82 
family of systems used in the Navy’s F/A-

JOHN A. TIRPAK, AIR

Four possible engine 
replacements for the B-52.

AIR FORCE MAGAZINE PHOTO I 
MIKE TSUKAMOTO

Another decade of enhancements will giv
BUFIt is going to…be a very 

different B-52 than what I 
fl ew as a lieutenant.  

MAJ. GEN. ANDREW GEBARA, 
DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC PLANS, PROGRAMS, 

AND REQUIREMENTS FOR AIR FORCE 
GLOBAL STRIKE COMMAND
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Technicians ready an instrumented AGM-183A ARRW 
(Air-launched Rapid Response Weapon) for a 

captive-carry test fl ight on a B-52H at 
Edwards AFB, Calif., Aug. 8. The ARRW will bethe fi rst 

operational hypersonic missile fi elded by the U.S., 
and the B-52 will be the fi rst aircraft to carry it. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO I KYLE BRASIER

A B-52H Weapon Systems Offi cer checks a display during a 
deployment to Europe in 2019. Upgrades now in the works 
may make it possible to eliminate one of the B-52’s fi ve-person 
crew from the bomber’s “downstairs” stations. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO I AIRMAN 1ST CLASS DUNCAN BEVAN

ve the B-52 three more decades of power.

18 Hornet, with elements drawn from the F-15E Strike 
Eagle. “We wanted an off -the shelf” solution that would 
be “most useful to us for the least amount of cost,” Gebara 
said. Boeing, as the integrator, chose the radar.

The active electronically scanned array (AESA) radar 
will go into low-rate initial production in 2024 and include 
improved mapping and targeting range and increased 
capacity to engage multiple targets simultaneously. The 
solid-state radar will have no moving parts—easing 
maintenance. 

“We’ll be operations-capable” with the new radar in 
2026, Gebara said.

The radar is what could enable AFGSC to reduce B-52 
crews from fi ve to four Airmen. While no fi rm decisions 
have been made, Gebara said, “If we are going to put all 
these upgrades in the airplane, it does make sense that 
[crew size] would eventually come down.” He added, 
however, that nothing is “imminent.”

One concept fl oated in the early 2000s to justify re-
engining the B-52 was to enable the aircraft to become 
theater-wide, standoff  jamming platforms. New engines 
would generate the needed electrical power for jamming 
emitters to blanket a wide area. That remains an option, 
but Gebara said there are no near-term plans to turn the 
bombers into jammers.

“It’s not an imminent program,” he said. “The plane 
will be around to 2050, and one thing that’s exciting 
about the B-52 is, you never know what’s going to come 
next.” But, he said, “that’s not something you’ll see in 
the next few years.”

MORE CAPACITY
The key attribute of the B-52 has always been its 

ability to carry a large payload. Now, even that is being 
expanded. The 1760 Weapons Bay Mod will enable 
“smart” weapons—such as the AGM-158 JASSM  and 
GBU-31 JDAM—to be carried inside the bomber on 
weapons racks and rotary launchers, as well as on wing 
pylons, where they’re carried now.

“This increases the smart-weapon capacity by about 
two-thirds,” Gebara said. “And, if you do the math, that’s 
like an additional 22 bombers.”

Without the mod, only “dumb” bombs without sensors 

or satellite guidance could be carried internally.  
In addition to added smart-bomb capacity, the B-52s 

will be the only aircraft to carry the AGM-181 Long-Range 
Stand-off  missile, or LRSO, and the AGM-183A ARRW 
(Air-launched Rapid-Response Weapon) hypersonic 
missile.

The LRSO is the successor to the AGM-86 Air-launched 
Cruise Missile, which is now more than two decades 
past its original planned retirement date. The new LRSO, 
which is expected to be operational in the late 2020s, 
will be a very long-range, stealthy weapon that can 
be launched far from enemy air defenses. The highly 
classifi ed program—USAF will not say anything about 
its dimensions, performance, or loadout on the B-52—
will be built by Raytheon, which was selected to build 
the LRSO two years ahead of schedule, in early 2019, 
thanks to a successful Technology Maturation and Risk 
Reduction (TMRR) program with competitor Lockheed 
Martin.

The hypersonic ARRW will likely be the fi rst operational 
hypersonic weapon in the U.S. inventory. Gebara said 
the B-52 would be able to carry two ARRWs on each 
of its two wing pylons. Little has been revealed about 
the ARRW, which uses a booster rocket to accelerate to 
hypersonic speed, then glides to impact. 

“This thing is going to be able to go, in 10-12 minutes, 
almost 1,000 miles,” Gebara said. “It’s amazing.” 

Gebara said the CONECT mod made it possible to add 
ARRW to the B-52.

With CONECT, “we get all the advanced target 
handoff s,” he said, “as opposed to the bombardier in the 
bottom of the plane typing in [coordinates] and hoping 
he gets it right.”

The Air Force is also pursuing a scramjet-powered, air-
breathing hypersonic missile—called “Mayhem”—which 
would likely be smaller than the ARRW and could be 
carried on fi ghter-sized aircraft, as well as big bombers. 
It will build on the Hypersonic Air-breathing Weapon 
Concept, or HAWC, that the Air Force is developing with 
the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. 

“I believe that the near-term solution that we can 
succeed with and fi eld quickly is ARRW,” Ray said at a 
press briefi ng during the Air Force Association’s virtual 

Air, Space & Cyber Conference. “And we can do that 
[with] the B-52 and the B-1. We need to do that soon. 
And I believe, broadly, the Air Force has got it right that 
we want to [pursue] a scramjet missile confi guration that 
can be launched from other platforms, as well. … We 
should do both.” 

ARRW could achieve initial operational capability 
within “the next couple of years,” Ray said.

Not yet clear is how to upgrade the defensive 
management system for the B-52. Gebara said that 
capability may not be characterized for some time.

TESTING, TESTING  
In order to get so many new systems tested in a timely 
manner, Gebara said the B-52 test force will expand 
from two to eight aircraft: two each to test the radar, 
engines, new missiles, and other improvements, such as 
the weapons bay. That way, Gebara said, if there’s “a 
delay on the engine for a month or two, because they 
fi nd some unknown issue, that doesn’t slow down the 
radar and the rest.” 

Ray said he is confi dent AFGSC’s plans for testing 
and depot-level upgrade work will be eff ective. “I’m not 
concerned about the ability to do that,” he said. “I think 
…we’ve got a good game plan.”

AFGSC restored two old B-52s from the Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base boneyard in Arizona, but Gebara said 
he does not anticipate any more resurrections and that 
other test aircraft will be diverted from operations to 
complete tests. 

No major changes are needed to equip B-52s to launch 
either the ARRW or the LRSO, and because the Air 
Force is determined to create an open-mission systems 
architecture for all its aircraft, it should be able to keep 
refreshing the B-52 throughout its remaining lifetime.  

“That’s what’s wonderful about the B-52,” he said. 
“It’s like an iPhone: There’s always an app that you can 
add to it and make changes. That’s pretty exciting.”             

F UP
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MILITARY STYLE 

HAIRCUTS
At Great Clips we’re great at

...well we are just plain 

great at all haircuts! 

Military Discount  ~ On Line Check In
Open at 8 AM Monday – Saturday, Noon on Sunday. 

3226 16th Street SW, 
Suite 200

GREATCLIPS.COM
(701) 858-1811

701-852-4556

“But Is It Fair?”: Determining Who  
Receives Your Assets

“But is it fair?” we often hear clients ask after they’ve described how they 
would like their assets divided after they pass away.

Perhaps they may be closer to one child than the other or they believe 

to leave cash to some children and land to others. In any case, often 
when someone wants to distribute their estate in a somewhat less than 
traditional way, they worry about whether or not it is “fair.”

Our response is always the same: “fair” is whatever you want. 

You’ve worked hard to compile your estate assets during you life and 
ultimately, you should feel free to gift it to whomever you choose without 
guilt.

Further, there are no laws in North Dakota, requiring you to leave your 
assets to anyone in particular in your will. However, if you wish to leave 

unintentionally or accidentally, and petition the court to include them. If 
you fail to create a will, of course, then state law dictates who receives 
what.

In a will, it is also worthwhile to include a clause that deals with individuals 
who contest the will. Often these clauses state that the contesting 
individual receives a small amount of money (such as one dollar) and 
are barred from inheriting further. These clauses are wise to include in 
order to prevent disgruntled family members or long-lost relatives from 
contesting the will without good cause. 

Individuals usually want their family members to feel loved and cared 
for, even after they pass away. Distributing assets “fairly” is often an 

assets away according to your wishes without being guided by feelings of 
guilt and obligation. At Boppre Law Firm, we are here to reassure you and 
help ensure your wishes are followed, whatever they might be. 

Phone: 701-852-5224

Kim Albert Agency 
701-852-1460

2825 S. Broadway, Suite 2
abby.martinson@allstate.com
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. —

Every year U.S. Strategic 
Command executes its annual 
nuclear command and control 
exercise Global Thunder, and this 
year, even with COVID 19, is no 
diff erent.

Global Thunder 21 will focus on 
realistic training activities against 
simulated targets to ensure and 
improve nuclear readiness and 
strategic deterrent capabilities.

This exercise provides 
training opportunities in all 
USSTRATCOM mission areas, 

with a specifi c focus on nuclear 
readiness. This exercise employs 
global operations in coordination 
with other combatant commands, 
services, appropriate U.S. 
government agencies, and allies 
to deter, detect and , if necessary, 
defeat strategic attacks against 
the United States and its allies.

Global Thunder 21 also involves 
allied personnel from Australia 
and the United Kingdom. Allied 
personnel integrate into senior 
leadership teams and work 
across a broad spectrum of areas, 
off ering public aff airs and policy 

support, as well as deterrence and 
information operations insight.

USSTRATCOM has global 
responsibilities that include 
strategic deterrence, nuclear 
operations, joint electromagnetic 
spectrum operations, global 
strike, missile defense, and 
analysis and targeting.

For more information, contact 
the USSTRATCOM Public Aff airs 
Offi  ce at 402-912-0020 or 
USSTRATCOMPA@mail.mil or 
visit www.stratcom.mil.

U.S. Strategic Command Kicks Off  Exercise GLOBAL THUNDER
U.S. STRATEGIC COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Bruce Christianson, Air Force 
Global Strike Command 
Civic Leader, watches B-52H 
Stratofortress aircraft take off 
from the air traffi c control tower 
as part of an exercise, Global 
Thunder, on Oct. 23, 2020, at 
Minot Air Force, North Dakota. 
U.S. Strategic Command conducts 
global operations in coordination 
with other combatant commands, 
services and appropriate U.S. 
government agencies to deter, 
detect and, if necessary, defeat 
strategic attacks against the 
United States and its allies. 

Col. Brian Vlaun, 5th Bomb Wing 
Vice Commander, and Shaun 
Sipma, Mayor of Minot, North 
Dakota, watch B-52H Stratofortress 
aircraft take off from the air traffi c 
control tower as part of an exercise, 
Global Thunder, on Oct. 23, 2020, 
at Minot Air Force, North Dakota. 
U.S. Strategic Command conducts 
global operations in coordination 
with other combatant commands, 
services and appropriate U.S. 
government agencies to deter, 
detect and, if necessary, defeat 
strategic attacks against the United 
States and its allies.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS 
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JOSH W. STRICKLAND
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A LOOK BACK
On November 1, 1952 the United 
States tested the first “true”hydrogen 
bomb, code named “Ivy Mike,” on the 
island of Elugelab in the Enewetak 
Atoll. The detonation of the device was 
the culmination of an intense debate 
over the nation’s response to news 
that the Soviet Union had detonated 
their own nuclear weapons. “Mike” 
produced a three mile wide fireball 
and left a 164 foot deep crater in the 
ocean floor. The mushroom cloud 
soared to above 55,000 feet and would 

eventually span 25 miles high and 100 miles wide. After the detonation 
of the bomb, USAF pilots flew through the cloud to test the conditions 
and gather samples. Their code name was “Red Flight,” and the group 
included four war veterans with ample experience flying in hostile skies. 
Captain Jimmy Robinson was the only member of Red Flight to perish, 
and was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. The test 
led to the discovery of two new elements (Einsteinium and Fermium) 
and opened up a new era in nuclear research. Capt. Robinson is part 
of the legacy of the many atomic veterans who have risked or lost their 
lives to further the knowledge of nuclear research. 

NOVEMBER 1, 1952  
USAF PILOTS FLY THROUGH MUSHROOM CLOUD OF “IVY MIKE” 

“Ivy Mike” mushroom cloud over the 
Enewetak Atoll (afhistory.org)

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

Information courtesy of: afhistory.org / National Archives Catalog / sciencehistory.org (Kit Chapman)

Capt. Tarina Crook, a 91st 
Missile Wing Missilier, stationed 
at Minot Air Force Base, N.D., is 
an airman chasing two dreams.  
Crook grew up as a military 
brat in O’Fallen, Illinois. She 
eventually joined the military and 
began a long-term career in the 
Air Force. However, Crook has an 
additional calling to help others. 
This altruistic nature has led her 
to pursue a budding career in 
social work. Crook divides her 
time between her duties as a 
Missilier and volunteering in the 
community.

While Tarina enjoys the 
“slower paced lifestyle” of 
Minot compared to her previous 
experiences, she still fi nds herself 
constantly moving with a full 
schedule that includes the Air 
Force, YWCA of Minot, and her 
graduate program. 

After coming back from a week 
in the missile fi eld, Crook spends 
her time off  working eight hours 
a day at the YWCA, where she 
meets with clients, learns about 
case management, and off ers aid 
to local women. 

Her evenings are spent working 
on coursework for her Master’s 
degree in Social Work through 

Chamberlain University. Despite 
her busy schedule, Crook also 
fi nds time to volunteer as a Youth 
Group leader at The Pursuit, 
where she is able to expand her 
reach to helping high school age 
girls.

Through her social work, 
she hopes to bring recognition 
to many problems in the area, 
including diaper shortages for 
struggling mothers, lack of 
adequate clothing, transportation 
problems, and homelessness. 

Describing one prominent 
moment that inspired her passion 
for helping other women, “I 

was one of eleven black women 
to graduate in a class of about 
860 people from the Air Force 
Academy,” said Crook. She 
believes strongly in breaking 
down the systemic barriers that 
can often hold women back 
from pursuing their dreams. 
She also hopes to use her social 
work degree to bring light to 
the struggles of underprivileged 
women in the Minot community 
and provide them with the 
resources they need to lead better 
lives.

“I think of it as running a race. 
I’m here to help people start the 

race on time, and I want to help 
them get to the fi nish line,” said 
Crook. 

While Crook dedicates plenty 
of time to her degree in Social 
Work, she also plans to continue 
providing nuclear deterrence as 
a Missilier. The ultimate goal for 
her career path is to fi nd a job in 
social work that is fl exible with 
her Air Force schedule. 

“I have a heart and passion 
for both worlds,” she said with 
resounding enthusiasm. Crook is 
a few years away from receiving 
her social work degree, and still 
manages to give 100 percent 
to the Air Force, ¬ and to her 
community every day. She is one 
of many Airmen who truly aim 
high. 

ABIGAIL KINDER, NORTHERN SENTRY

91st Missile Wing Airman Pursues Two Dreams

Tarina Crook poses with the 
donations collected from a Diaper 
Drive hosted by the YWCA Minot for 
the Dakota Diaper Pantry.

YWCA MINOT PHOTO
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There are all kinds of voters. Like Early Ed, Vote-By-Mail Marie or Election Day Dave. They have one thing 
in common: they want to have a say in this election. They verified their voter information and figured out 
how and when to cast their votes. Having a plan ensures their voices will be heard.

VOTE.ND.GOVWhat’s your plan to make your voice heard?

Early Voter Ed Vote-By-Mail Marie Election Day Dave

Voting in North Dakota: 
It takes ALL kinds.
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Youth In Action 

RACQUEL LABADIE, GS-11
SCHOOL LIAISON SPECIALIST

CHILD AND YOUTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

There is a lot for parents to 
consider when PCSing. Switching 
schools can be diffi  cult, but 
Minot’s School Liaison Offi  ce is 
here to support both inbound 
and outbound families. The key 
to a smooth move is organization; 
families who are soon to PCS can 
use this checklist to support their 
students’ school transition:

Documentation: Student’s 
Birth Certifi cate, Student’s Social 
Security Numbers, Student’s 
Immunization Record, Proof of 
Residence/Military Orders, Legal 
Documents such as a custody 
agreement. 

School Information: Address, 
Phone Numbers, Contact Info, 
Course Description Book/Grading 
Scale for Secondary Students, 
High School Credit Courses, High 

School Handbook
School Records: Copy of Offi  cial 

Records, Current Schedule, Report 
Cards, Attendance Records, 
Standardized Testing Records, 
Progress Reports, Test Scores, 
Activities Record, ROTC Records, 
Letters of Recommendation, 
Service Learning Hours, Portfolio 
(if available)

Special Programs: 
Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP), Accommodation Plan 
(IAP), 504, Gifted, English as a 
Second Language (ESL), or At-
Risk/Other Classroom Plans

If you have any questions 
related to an upcoming PCS, 
please contact the School Liaison 
Offi  ce at 701-240-2380 or send 
an email to mafb.school.liason@
us.af.mil.”

301 40TH AVE SW MINOT, ND301 40TH AVE SW MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COMWWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

301 40TH AVE SW MINOT, ND301 40TH AVE SW MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Fishing: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, 

Oct. 26: 1,839.23 feet above 
mean sea level (MSL); 13,200 
cubic feet per second (CFS) 
Garrison Dam average daily 
releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,448.7 

feet above mean sea level 
(MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 

1,448.68 MSL. 
• N.D. Game & Fish Dept. 

game wardens: Weather 
permitting, OK walleye success 
in the Van Hook Arm of Lake 
Sakakawea. Little to no activity 
on north-central and northwest 
N.D. area lakes. 
• Devils Lake, Ed’s Bait Shop, 

Devils Lake: A few anglers still 
shore-fi shing along the bridges 
or Pelican Lake, weather 
permitting. Try casting jigs or 
plastics. 
• Devils Lake, Woodland 

Resort, Devils Lake: No activity 
with the lake open yet. Weather 
permitting work the bridges or 
deep rock piles for walleye.
• Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 

Ruthville: Weather continues 
limiting activity.  
• Lake Metigoshe, Four 

Seasons, Bottineau: Little 
activity 
• Lake Sakakawea/Lake 

Audubon, Cenex Bait & 
Tackle, Garrison: Not much 
activity on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea. 
• Lake Sakakawea, Scenic 

23, New Town: Van Hook 
Arm boat ramp open but inner 
bays starting to ice over. A few 
anglers getting out with fair 
walleye success. 
• Lake Sakakawea/Missouri 

River, Scott’s Bait & Tackle, 
Pick City: Little activity on 
the Missouri River and Lake 
Sakakawea. 
• Lake Sakakawea/northwest 

N.D. lakes, Scenic Sports, 
Williston: Look for improving 
walleye success using Lindy 

OUTDOOR NOTES: 

rigs or jigs and minnows on the 
upper end of Lake Sakakawea 
around Lund’s Landing and 
White Earth Bay. Missouri River 
OK for sauger and walleye but 
look for it to muddy up some 
with melting snow. 
• Lonetree WMA area lakes, 

Harvey: No new reports. 
• North-central/central N.D. 

lakes, Towner Hdwe. Hank, 
Towner: Area lakes and the 
Souris River remain quiet. 

Hunting:
• • Deer: Colder weather 

bringing on more deer activity. 
• Upland: Generally fair 

pheasant success throughout 
central, northwest, and north-
central N.D. 
• Waterfowl: Generally a 

major of birds came over 
N.D. last weekend with some 
parts of the state still holding 
birds while other areas saw a 
big push south and out. Many 
wetlands dried up earlier 
around the midsection of Lake 
Sakakawea with most of those 

THIS SPECIAL FEATURE IS SPONSORED BY:

holding water iced over. Major 
snow goose migration pushed 
through that region over the 
weekend. Scout larger, open 
water wetlands and lakes for 
geese with fair success around 
the north-central, northwest, 
and northern tier of the state. 
Lots of snow geese east of Lake 
Audubon with lesser Canada 
geese moving around eastern 
Lake Sakakawea. A major push 
of snow geese and ducks came 
through the Lonetree WMA 
region over the weekend as well. 
Waterfall still hanging around 
large bodies of open water. 
A lot of birds moved through 
northeast N.D. and Devils Lake 
but moved out, although good 
numbers of diving ducks moved 
into the Devils Lake area. 

Numbers to know:
• N.D. Game and Fish Dept., 

main Bismarck offi ce: (701) 
328-6300, website: (http://
gf.nd.gov).
• Report All Poachers: (800) 

472-2121 or (701) 328-9921.

PATRICIA STOCKDILL

• Nov. 1: Moose season closes. 
• Nov. 5: Elk Unit E5 closes. 
• Nov. 6: Deer gun season opens. 
• Nov. 7: Bobcat season opens.
• Nov. 9: Crow and woodcock seasons close. 
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The crew members of a B-52 will be 
the fi rst to tell you that the size of the 
plane is not descript as to the size of 
the cabin where 5 crew positions are 
fi lled, with everyone on task to complete 
the defi ned mission. The recent Bomber 
Task Force deployment to RAF Fairford 
in the UK would engage personnel of 
the 5th Bomb Wing including B-52 
pilots and crew members, maintenance, 
support, security, administrative and 
public aff airs personnel in support of 
what will most likely be the type of 
deployments that will become more 
common moving forward as the United 
States shows both allies and adversaries 
that the U.S. can take the battle to the 
enemy, wherever that may be. 

During a majority of the sorties fl own 
during the recent BTF, a 6th crew 
member would be assigned; not to fl y 
or man one of the other 3 positions 
on the B-52, rather, the job of MSgt 
Burt Traynor of COMCAM (Combat 
Camera) was to record each mission 
through the eyes of a camera. Early in 
the BTF, social media was fi lled with 
photos of 2 Russian Su-27sfollowing a 
B-52 as it was fl ying a sortie over the 
Black Sea. But the Su-27s fl ying close 
was not the whole story. It was a move 
that was dangerous to both planes, the 
Su-27 cut across the front of the B-52 
leaving a jet wash for the bomber to fl y 
through. These are the types of events 
that a COMCAM crew will record as 
documentation for future use. 

MSgt Traynor is assigned to the 1st 
Combat Camera Squadron, operating 

out of Charleston Air Force Base, SC. 
“We have to be ready for any occasion 
when we deploy. We are asked to do 
so many diff erent things” according 
to Traynor. On a B-52 the mission is 
challenging because there isn’t a lot 
of room. “We have to work with the 
pilots to get to the windows. It is tight 
access, and some of the missions can 
be up to 18 hours long, which requires 
a lot of endurance” says Traynor. “We 
know that the imagery we capture 
is important, so we do our best. The 
sole purpose of having COMCAM on 
an aircraft is to allow the pilots (and 
other crew) to focus on their mission.” 
And in Fairford, that meant that there 
were 3 COMCAM members, each with 
their own set of air crews to support. 
Once the B-52’s land, at the end of 
the day, the COMCAM staff  would 
transfer their captured footage so that 
“leadership could have the imagery” 
continues Traynor. Traynor has been 
with COMCAM for almost 4 years. 
He has been in the service for over 
18 years and fi nds his COMCAM job 
“fun and rewarding. We get to fl y in 
anything that has a back seat” Traynor 
says with a smile, “C-17s, T-38s, C-130s, 
Helocopters, B-52s, KC-135s, we have 
to be ready for anything when the time 
comes” according to Traynor. Working 
closely with MSgt Traynor and his 
COMCAM team were 3 members of the 
5th Bomb Wing Public Aff airs offi  ce. 
We’ll have their thoughts about the 
Bomber Task Force mission next week. 

ASK ABOUT 
MILITARY DISCOUNT 

OWNED BY VETS

ASK ABOUT

Roll Up Cover

ROLL-UP PICK UP COVERS
Manufactured by AGRI-COVER

DISTRIBUTED BY

NELSON 
RIPPLINGER 
SALES
NEW & USED COVERS ON HAND

91 SFG took some time Oct. 24 to say thank you to 1st Lt Halley Martin and wish her all the best as she starts 
her new AF adventure at Kusan!

91ST SECURITY FORCES GROUP PHOTOS

Bomber Task Force Documented Well By ComCam
ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

A B-52H Stratofortress pilot, assigned to the 5th Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, fl ies 
a Bomber Task Force Europe mission over the Eastern Mediterranean Sea , Sept. 16, 2020. Strategic 
bomber missions enhance the readiness and training necessary to respond to any potential crisis or 
challenge across the globe. 

B-52H Stratofortress crew 
chiefs, assigned to the 5th 
Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota, prepare to 
taxi their aircraft for departure 
in support of a Bomber Task 
Force Europe mission at RAF 
Fairford, England, on Sept. 
10, 2020. BTF missions have 
occurred in the European 
theater of operations since 
2018 with more than 200 
sorties coordinated with Allies 
and partners. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS
MASTER SGT. BURT TRAYNOR
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Dealing with stressors in relationships
Research has shown that 

relationship diffi  culties are at the 
heart of many problems in the 
military, and offi  cials within the 
Defense Department’s military 
community and family policy 
are putting in place programs 
for service members and their 
families to get help in their 
relationships.

Lee Kelley, the director of the 
military community support 
programs, discussed the need for 
such programs during a recent 
interview.

Kelley is intimately familiar 
with the problem having been 
detailed to serve as the deputy 
director for the Defense Suicide 
Prevention Offi  ce. In studying 
the complex nature of suicide, 
the Defense Department has 
found that relationships are a top 
contributing factor.

Beyond that, “relationships 
are the top reason that service 
members and families seek non-
medical counseling through some 
of the programs that I work 
with,” she said.

Kelley went back to her regular 
job and gathered a group of 

experts to examine the type 
of relationship support being 
provided to the community 
across the DOD around the 
world. “Through the course of 
this deep dive group, research 
was brought up about diff erent 
relationship interventions that 
have shown promising results 
in the military community,” she 
said.

The relationship campaign for 
service members and military 
families has been launched.

In the civilian world, most 
couples have families nearby or 
a network of friends they can 
confi de in, Kelley said . There are 
churches or medical personnel 
they can turn to. Many times 
in the military situation, service 
members may feel there is no 
support group.

But there is, Kelley says, and 
she wants service members to 
know they are not alone, and 
there are ways to get that support.

“First of all, we want them 
to know that they should be 
comfortable seeking support 
through our counselors,” she 
said. “What we’re doing as a 

fi rst part of the campaign is 
pulling back the curtain on what 
relationship support looks like. 
What is it? What does it even look 
like to sit down with a counselor? 
What kinds of questions are they 
going to ask me? Does it mean 
my relationships [are] over if I 
sit down with a counselor or ask 
for help?”

Service providers, like the 
military and family life counselors, 
will post on social media to talk 
about what relationship support 
looks like, what it sounds like, 
what it feels like, with the end 
goal being to normalize the 
experience of seeking help for a 
relationship, she said.

The second phase of the 
program is to defi ne what skills 
an individual can build on to fi nd 
success in relationships or recover 
when a relationship doesn’t work 
out, she said.

Kelley is clear-eyed about what 

can be accomplished. She knows 
that break-ups happen. “The 
worst thing that we can hear 
is that we may have a junior 
enlisted service member on the 
East Coast, and their signifi cant 
other breaks up with them via 
text message from the other side 
of the country,” she said. “We 
don’t want that service member 
to feel alone. We don’t want 
that service member to feel like 
there’s no tomorrow. There are 
alternatives.”

And service members and their 
families are responding. In fi scal 
2019, counsellors conducted 
more than 260,000 relationship 
sessions through the military and 
family life counseling program. 
The program is accessible “to all 
of our active duty, National Guard 
and Reserve service members and 
families, regardless of activation 
status from anywhere around the 
world,” Kelley said.

COVID-19 has forced some 
changes, and telehealth counseling 
is part of the process. Kelley 
said there has been an uptick in 
couples seeking counseling since 
the start of the pandemic, but it is 
continuing the rise the offi  ce saw 
in previous years. COVID-19 is 
also forcing couples to confront 
their problems in ways they 
might not have done in the past, 
she said.

Information is at Military 
OneSource at 1-800-342-9647. 
There is also an opportunity 
for a live chat on the website, 
militaryonesource.mil.

JIM GARAMONE, DOD NEWS

FOLLOW 
US ON 

FACEBOOK!
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Dr. Matt HansonDr. Willy Fielhaber Dr. Crystal Long

Monday: 7:30am – 6:00pm
Tuesday: 9:00am – 6:00pm
Wednesday: 7:30am – 6:00pm
Thursday: 7:30am – 6:00pm
Friday: 7:30am – 4:30pm
Saturday: 2 a month by appt
Sunday: Closed

BUSINESS HOURS

1350 20TH AVE SW, MINOT, ND 58701 (701) 852-2800

Kim Albert Agency 
701-852-1460

2825 S. Broadway, Suite 2
abby.martinson@allstate.com
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Defenders-
Here are the winners of our Ops Pumpkin Contest: 
MOST CREATIVE: TSgt Pooley
MOST UNIQUE: SrA Russel
FUNNIEST: Lt Rask 
SCARIEST: SrA Heagarty

Congratulations to all winners. 
SPOOKTACULAR job!

Ops Halloween 
Pumpkin Contest

91ST MISSILE SECURITY FORCES SQUADRON PHOTOS

As Halloween creeps around the 
corner in the times of COVID-19, 
many families at Minot Air Force 
Base are left wondering, “What 
are we doing?” This holiday is 
going to be diff erent from past 
years, but Team Minot is working 
hard to keep everyone safe while 
still bringing a sense of normalcy 
to a whirlwind year. 

One way that the community 
is coming together to try and 
keep things normal is through 
the Minot AFB Spouses page 
on Facebook. As families PCS 
to Minot, they are required to 
quarantine for 14 days, and many 
will be missing out on Halloween 
celebrations. Because of that, 
several spouses are collaborating 

to bring bags of treats to the 
doorsteps of those families.

MAFB is also holding a variety 
of events. In order to keep 
everyone safe and healthy, they 
ask that families wear masks 
and use tongs to pass out candy 
to trick-or-treaters, as well as 
thoroughly sanitizing. While 
there are many more precautions 
to be taken this Halloween, 
many families and Airmen  are 
working together to make things 
as normal as possible for the 
children on base. Here are some 
of the Halloween events being 
hosted on base: 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 30
The 5th Logistics Readiness 

Squadron will be holding a 
Halloween parade for the families 
of Minot Air Force Base.  Airmen 
from the 5th LRS will be driving 
through base housing from 
3:30 PM to 5:00 PM handing 
out candy to children in lieu 
of a traditional trick-or-treat 
experience. Airmen will be using 
cardboard chutes to hand out 
treats in order to maintain social 
distancing. A route will be shared 
with families before the event, so 
be sure to keep an eye out on 
Facebook. 

At the Base Exchange, children 
will have the chance to get out 
of the cold and trick-or-treat 
indoors from 3:30 PM to 5:30 
PM. 

The 91st Security Forces Group 
will be holding a Trunk or Treat 
at the Defender Dome from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM. All are welcome!

The Northern Lights Chapel 
will be hosting an  event from 
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Families 
will be able to grab a bag of treats 
and a warm drink.  They will 
also have the opportunity to take 
family photos all dressed up in 
costume with the chapel photo 
booth. 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 31
The 5th Medical Group will 

be having a trunk-or-treat from 
2:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the MDG 
parking lot. 

Normal trick-or-treating hours 

will be from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM. 
If you are handing out treats, 
please keep your porch light on 
to signal your participation.

Happy Halloween, Minot Air 
Force Base!

Halloween at MAFB
Staying safe, having fun, and working together

ABIGAIL KINDER, NORTHERN SENTRY
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Solution to puzzle on page B9

Solution can be found in next weeks edition

SUDOKU

Count Dracula and company participate in 
a cruise for sea-loving monsters, unaware 
that their boat is being commandeered by 
the monster-hating Van Helsing family.

FRIDAY, OCT. 30 1900

HOTEL 
TRANSYLVANIA 3 PG)

SATURDAY, OCT. 31 0010

HALLOWEEN (R)
Laurie Strode confronts her long-time 
foe Michael Myers, the masked 
fi gure who has haunted her since 
she narrowly escaped his killing 
spree on Halloween night four 
decades ago.

MIDNIGHT 
MIDNIGHT MOVIEMOVIE
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blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

On Base

For more information visit: www.5thforcesupport.com

BOO AT THE ZOO
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Roosevelt Park Zoo
2501 W Burdick Expy, Minot

Join us for the Boo at the Zoo Drive Through! 
We’re going to do things a little differently from years past. But there will be 
something. There will be fun. There will be treats. We’ll raise money for the 
zoo and have a safe & good time doing it! Tickets are $5 per car. Candy 
will be in bags at the exit.
Want to help us make it fun? We’re looking for:
Costumes, business promotions, or just some waves & smiles! 

RSVP: jennifer@minotparks.com

31
OCT

For more information: 
Facebook event / Roosevelt Park Zoo / Boo at the Zoo

A VINTAGE HOLIDAY
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
The Market on 4th
1900 4th Ave NW, Minot

It’s time for our 4th Annual A Vintage Holiday! Join us on Tuesday, 
November 3rd from 4pm to 8pm at our store! 

with all of our new Christmas items. 
Mark your calendars and invite your friends we’ll see you at our A Vintage 
Holiday!

3
NOV

For more information: 
Facebook event / The Market on 4th / A Vintage Holiday

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
The Foundry
1407 South Broadway Suite C, Minot

Join us for our 4th Annual Holiday Open House at The Foundry! Our 
Holiday Season kicks off with a special night of shopping on Thursday, Nov. 
5th from 4-8pm. We’ve decked the halls and created a Winter Wonderland 
with curated items inspired by Nature, Tradition and Family. 
Our 55+ Foundry Makers have been working hard to create unique home 
decor and gift items...jewelry, clothing, signs, bath/spa products, candles, 
pottery, homemade jams, freshly roasted coffee, furniture, blankets and 
much, much more. We cannot wait for you to join us on this special weekend 
of shopping and giving. Join us the weekend of November 5-7th to kick off 
our Holiday Season! See you there!

5-7
NOV

For more information: 
Facebook event / The Foundry / Holiday Open House

PEACE AND HONOR
QUILTS OF VALOR
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Creative Dimensions
405 16th Street NW, Minot

Anyone who would like to learn about Quilts of Valor and have a part in 
making a quilt for a veteran may participate in this free community event. 
All supplies will be provided, and sewing machines will be available. No 
experience is necessary; experienced quilters will be on hand to guide you.
Spend 10 minutes, 2 hours, or all day!

For more information, email peaceandhonorqov@gmail.com
or contact Lynn Heald at 701-340-4870

11
NOV

For more information: 
Email / peaceandhonorqov@gmail.com

ASIAN BBQ CHICKEN

INGREDIENTS

Ryan Davy - GM
Minot

Rinse chicken in cold water and pat dry with paper towels. 
Cover the chicken all over with Traeger Asian BBQ rub; make 

sure to drop some in the inside too. Place in large bag or 
bowl and cover and refrigerate for 12 to 24 hours. 

When ready to cook, set the Traeger to 375º F and preheat, 
lid closed for 15 minutes. Open your can of ginger ale and 
set on a stable surface. Take the chicken out of the fridge 
and place the bird over top of the soda can. The base of the 
can and the two legs of the chicken should form a sort of 
tripod to hold the chicken upright. Stand the chicken in the 
center of your hot grate and cook until the skin is golden 
brown and the internal temperature is about 165 º F, 

approximately 40 minutes to 1 hour. 

De-throne chicken. Enjoy!

1 WHOLE WHOLE CHICKEN
TRAEGER ASIAN BBQ RUB, TO TASTE
1 WHOLE GINGER ALE CAN

Please congratulate your 791 MSFS 3rd Quarter and Security Forces 
Annual Award Winners for 2020!

It is with great pleasure and tremendous pride that Chief Allegrezza 
and I announce the following:

3RD QUARTER
AIRMAN: Amn Ian Rinke
NCO: TSgt Patrick Olagowal
SNCO: MSgt Nathan McIver
CGO: 2d Lt Drew Delong
TEAM: Alpha Flight

SF ANNUAL
FLIGHT-LEVEL AIRMAN: A1C Haley Alaspa
FLIGHT-LEVEL NCO: SSgt Nicholas Deeds
FLIGHT-LEVEL SNCO: MSgt Richard Toy
STAFF-LEVEL AIRMAN: SrA Luke Windham
STAFF-LEVEL NCO: SSgt Justin Mongoso
STAFF-LEVEL SNCO: MSgt Kyle Tow
COMPANY GRADE OFFICER: 2d Lt Robert Sealey
COLONEL BILLY JACK CARTER: TSgt Anthony Black
ELIZABETH JACOBSEN AWARD FOR EXPEDITIONARY 
EXCELLENCE: SrA Michael Kelley

This is a moment in time that should be cherished.  We look 
forward to celebrating with you in small group settings, but ask you 
to refl ect and share with your family and friends.  What a special 
moment to be honored as a top performer in one of our Air Forces 
top performing squadrons, doing the nation’s #1 mission!

791 MSFS 
3rd Quarter and 

Security Forces Annual 
Award Winners

ZACHARY M. HUNT, MAJ, USAF
COMMANDER, 791ST MISSILE SECURITY FORCES SQUADRON

NEW TO MINOT
LOCALLY OWNED  

BAR & RESTAURANT

ORDER TO GO 701-838-2828
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WE HIRE VETERANS
 Only the Best Come,  

Live & Stay North

APPLY ONLINE AT 
www.newkota.com

Northern Celebrations
Embracing our 
North Dakota 

Lifestyle

 Deer gun season gets underway in a week, which 
means it’s time to locate one’s license, line up 
shells, sight-in rifles, and practice practice, practice. 
The “to do” list could also include testing one’s 
knowledge of deer and deer hunting with a game of 
“fact or fiction”: 
 Fact or fiction: Deer gun season is a North Dakota 
holiday. 
 Unfortunately, that’s fiction. However, it probably 
should be a state holiday for lucky license holders – 
especially considering it seems winning the lottery 
is easier than getting a deer gun tag in some places 
of the state.  
 Fact or fiction: It’s OK to shoot a deer and put 
someone else’s tag on it. 
 Wrong, wrong, wrong. 
That’s definitely fiction. 
While party hunting is 
legal in some states, North 
Dakota is definitely not 
one of them. Plus, doing 
so could get the people 
involved in some serious 
trouble with their local 
game warden when they’re 
caught.  
 Fact or fiction: The 
deer carcass tag needs 
to accompany the deer 
carcass. 
Yup, that’s a fact. That’s why 
it’s called a carcass tag. It 
needs to accompany the 
meat to the meat processor. 
If a hunter processes the meat themselves, it still 
needs to stay with the processed meat. 
 Fact or fiction: Deer – both white-tailed and mule 
deer – are related to moose. 
 Yup, that’s another fact. Heck, moose are also 
related to the much smaller key, coues, and black-
tailed deer – even caribou and elk. They’re all 
members of the cervid family. 
 Fact or fiction: Fallow deer are native to North 
America. 
 Nope, that’s fiction. Fallow deer were first 
introduced in North America at James Island, British 
Columbia, Canada, and a Kentucky recreation area. 
 Fact or fiction: North Dakota’s “hunter orange” 
requirement includes a head covering and outer 
clothing measuring at least 400 square inches 
(that’s at least a vest). 
 Yes, that’s a fact. Some states may require just 
one hunter orange item but in North Dakota it’s both. 

And it has to be solid orange for a head covering. A 
two-toned cap of orange and different colored bill 
doesn’t count. And speaking of hunter orange, while 
it’s not required when upland game hunting, it’s still 
a good idea because it makes hunters more visible 
to others in the field. 
 Fact or fiction: Camouflage orange is OK to wear 
while deer hunting in North Dakota. 
 Wrong. There’s a reason it’s called camouflage 
orange. Even though camo orange has hunter orange 
coloration in its design, it’s not solid hunter orange. 
So skip wearing that camo orange cap or jacket while 
deer hunting. Instead, save it for upland hunting 
where solid orange isn’t required. Or better yet, 
wear it to a local wildlife conservation organization’s 

fundraising banquet 
when things get back 
to normal after the 
pandemic. 
 Fact or fiction: North 
Dakota defines “edible 
flesh” as “both front 
quarters, both hind 
quarters, and back straps 
but does not include 
meat ruined by bullet or 
natural causes.” 
 Yes, that’s a fact, 
which a person would 
know if they read the 
2020 North Dakota 
deer hunting guide, a 
summary of regulations 
hunters receive with 

their license. 
Fact or fiction: It’s OK to bait on N.D. Game and 
Fish Department Wildlife Management Areas. 
 Nope, that’s fiction. In fact, hunters should check 
regulations on other public lands regarding baiting. 
For example, it’s also prohibited on U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service lands and several other state and 
federal lands. 
 Fact or fiction: The 2020 North Dakota deer gun 
season closes Nov. 22. 
 Yes, that’s a fact. The four-month-plus long deer 
archery season with its unlimited number of licenses 
doesn’t shut down until Jan. 3, 2021 while the 
state’s muzzleloader season runs Nov. 27 through 
Dec. 13 for those lucky lottery license hunters. 
 And, finally, here’s another fact: All hunters should 
keep “safety first” a priority, whether it’s deer or 
any other hunting season. 

This special feature is sponsored by:

Patricia Stockdill
Deer season fact or fiction

A hunter walks along a shelterbelt during a North 
Dakota deer gun season. 

Patricia Stockdill photo

Defenders,
It is my honor to announce 

the 2020 Security Forces 
Outstanding Annual Functional 
Award winners. As usual, Chief 
Sullivan and I are absolutely 
impressed by your dedication 
and professionalism to the 
strategic security mission YOU 
execute every day in the missile 
complex.  The competition this 
round was understandably 
tough, so thanks to you for doing 
a great job every day, and thanks 
to the supervisors who took the 
time to nominate Airmen for these awards.

This has been an amazingly odd year with several milestones which 
has the 91 SFG leading the way…

-  91 SFG Airman’s Council and 5/6 Club were formed
-  Group-wide Present For Duty rates at historic highs, Do Not Arm 

rates at historic lows
-  Over 4K security situations each QUARTER…the most across 

the ICBM wings
-   Average of over 100K miles transited per MONTH in the complex
-  91 SFG led the MAJCOM and the AIR FORCE in COVID-19 

pandemic contingency response…recognized for taking charge and 
moving out by the Air Force Chief of Staff 

-  Record number of convoys and weapons moved…ensured a 
blistering 99% sortie alert rate…best in AFGSC

-  91 MW awarded the Omaha trophy for best ICBM wing in 
USSTRATCOM and Lee Williams Award for best ICBM wing in 
AFGSC

-  33 wing level annual and quarterly award winners, including 
wins at the MAJCOM and USSTRATCOM levels

Please help me congratulate the following 91 SFG 2020 annual 
award winners, and wish them well as they compete against other 
Defenders within Air Force Global Strike Command:

SF OUTSTANDING FLIGHT-LEVEL AIRMAN OF THE YEAR: 
A1C Benjamin B. Keith, 91 MSOS

SF OUTSTANDING SUPPORT STAFF AIRMAN OF THE YEAR: 
SrA Trey G. Nelson, 91 MSFS

SF OUTSTANDING FLIGHT-LEVEL NCO OF THE YEAR: 
TSgt Peter A. Patera, 91 MSOS

SF OUTSTANDING STAFF SUPPORT NCO OF THE YEAR: 
TSgt Gerald L. Rucker, 91 MSFS

SF OUTSTANDING FLIGHT-LEVEL SNCO OF THE YEAR: 
MSgt Richard T. Toy, 791 MSFS

SF OUTSTANDING STAFF SUPPORT SNCO OF THE YEAR: 
MSgt Ray T. Salvador, Jr., 91 SFG

SF OUTSTANDING CGO OF THE YEAR: 
1st Lt Desmond L. Calhoun, 91 MSOS

BILLY JACK CARTER AWARD: 
TSgt Anthony T. Black, 791 MSFS

ELIZABETH N. JACOBSEN AWARD:
 SrA Michael J. Kelly, 791 MSFS

Best of luck as you compete at the AFGSC level!!

2020 Security Forces 
Outstanding Annual 
Functional Awards

COLONEL THOMAS E. SEGARS
COMMANDER, 91ST SECURITY FORCES GROUP
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CLASSIFIEDS
BASE ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University is now registering for the Fall 
2020 term (18 Nov-26 Jan). You can enroll in classes for CCAF, classes 
towards Undergraduate degrees such as: AS/BS Aeronautics, AS/BS 
Aviation Maintenance, AS/BS Technical Management and Graduate 
degrees: MS Aeronautics, MBA Aviation and MS Management. Please 
email your registration request & any inquiries to minot@erau.edu  To 
apply to the University, please go to: https://worldwide.erau.edu/
admissions/apply/ and select Minot as the Campus location. Our 
current course modalities include Online and/or Eaglevision home. If 
you have any questions, please call our teleworking phone number: 
904-513-9734. 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE
ONLINE COURSE SCHEDULE - ASYNCHRONOUS
Learn on your own, weekly assignments requirements by instructor
Please verify technology requirements
• Late Fall Session (term 20FALL2) 8 week session. Session dates: 
Monday, October 26 - Saturday, December 19, 2020. Registration 
dates: Monday, July 6 - Sunday, October 25, 2020. Late registration 
dates: Monday, October 26 - Wednesday, October 28, 2020
VIRTUAL EDUCATION COURSES - SYNCHRONOUS 
Student and instructor are online anywhere at the same time/set 
schedule.  Please verify technology requirements.
• Late Fall Session (term 20FALL2) 8 week session
Session dates: Monday, October 26 - Saturday, December 19, 2020
Registration dates: Monday, July 6 - Sunday, October 25, 2020
Late registration dates: Monday, October 26, 2020 - Wednesday, 
October 28, 2020
Please call to schedule an appointment. 701-727-8386. Linde L. Paige, 
M.S.A., Program Coordinator

PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT –
Your degree, Your way. Now enrolling for Fall classes starting August 
17.  Earn your CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your Bachelor’s degree 
with PARK. Let’s maximize your military experience! Find how many 
credits you can get from your military experience by going to military.
park.edu. and confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! Enable the Park 
University skill on your Alexa device and say “Alexa, ask Park, How 
many credit hours can I get from my military experience?” She’ll even 
tell you your graduation date! Minot AFB @ the Education Center RM 
222| 844-884-8612|darlene.thomas@park.edu  PARK. YOU

www.northernsentry.com | nsads@srt.com or sentrysales@srt.com | 701.839.0946 | 315 S. Main Suite 202 | Minot, North Dakota

3721 E. BURDICK EXPY 
HUGE VINTAGE & 
COLLECTIBLE SALE! Every 
Weekend, Weather Permitting. Many 
Old Pictures, Old Books, Pottery, 
China, Glassware, Cast Iron, Old 
Vinyl Records, 8 Track Tapes, Old 
Picture Frames, Old Beer Cans, Signs, 
DVD Movies, Partial List. Questions 
Call 701-626-2712.

tfn

GARAGE SALE

I BUY CARS OR HAUL 
JUNKERS AWAY FOR FREE - 
Call Karz 4-U at 240-9172.

tfn

TRANSPORTATION

$ $ $ QUICK CASH $ $ $ 
Paying cash now for any car or 
truck, running or not. We also sell 
cars $500-$1500, give us a call. 
Edwardson Sales 839-9512 (Will 
haul junk cars or trucks away, no 
charge)

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

90 DAY FREE POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY on most cars. 
Check out our inventory at karz4u.
com or call Cliff (Retired MSgt) at 
701-240-9172.

tfn

AUTOBODY
Pays Up To
$500

Insurance Deductibles

4121 S. Broadway

839-8896

JOHN’S

We Guarantee All
Work & Color Match

PROFESSIONALS
LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-
0475.

tfn

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings at 
the Minot Air Force Base. Pay 
is $14.49/hour plus health & 
welfare benefi t. Hours Days 8a 
or 9a-fi nish typically Monday 
through Friday, may include 
weekend work. Nights 5p-fi nish. 
Apply in person at: 605 27th St 
SE, Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Matt Mackey By email or 
phone at mmackey@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA 
NATIONAL GUARD have 
openings available in a variety of 
career fi elds across the state and 
in Minot. Continue your military 
career on a part-time basis. For 
more information call 420-5903 
or 420-5904 in Minot.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, 
AND A TRUSTWORTHY 
INDIVIDUAL. Part-Time Retail 
sales 25-35 hrs/week occasional 
Sat. closed Sun. Apply in person 
at Aeroport Hobby Shoppe, 2112 
N. Broadway.

tfn

HELP WANTED

ADULT & TEEN BAGGERS NEEDED 
AT THE MINOT AFB COMMISSARY

BAGGERS WORK FOR TIPS ONLY

•ADULT HOURS
Tuesday-Friday 7am-4pm 

• Later start times available but 
must be able to stay until 4pm 

& Sunday 11am-6pm

• TEEN HOURS
Tuesdays-Friday 4pm-7pm & 

Saturday 7am-6pm
• Morning start times 

rotate & vary

PLEASE SPEAK TO CHARLIE AT THE COMMISSARY IF 
INTERESTED OR LEAVE CONTACT INFORMATION WITH 

CUSTOMER SERVICE.

FIVE SHELF BOOKCASE 
WITH SLIDING GLASS 
DOORS. Very Old Oak 
Miniature Camel Back Trunk.  
Vintage Solid Wood Marantz 
Stereo Cabinet, Old Tractor Seat 
& Horse Hames Stool Chair, 
Vintage Hammond Chord Organ, 
Works Fine. Questions Call 701-
626-2712.

tfn

FOR SALE

RUMMAGE SALE

A Little Bit Of Everything…
With A Lot Of Savings!

4R HOME 
THRIFT

2031 N Broadway 
Furniture, Tools, Movies, 
Misc. & Interesting Items

Monday - Saturday - 
8:30 AM to 6 PM

Sunday - 12 PM to 5 PM

15% Military Discount!
https://www.facebook.com/

4rhomethrift

SUDOKU SOLUTION

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

MOVING NEED CASH? 
Sell your used/unwanted items 

at MINOT FLEA MARKET, 
OCT 31 & NOV 1 
State Fairgrounds. 

Info 701-340-7930.
tfn

FLEA MARKET

Solution to last week’s Crossword puzzle.

Find ALL listed homes 
for sale in Minot and the 
surrounding areas at www.
brokers12.com.

tfn

REAL ESTATE

FSBO  MOHALL ND  
2010 Mfd home 28x64 has 
2 decks,  3 bdrm, 2 bath, offi ce, 
2 car garage 28x42, large yard.  
Shop 32x64 has concrete fl oor 
& electricity. Price Reduced!  
Call/text  for details, pictures, 
& to see.  701-228-4089 or 
701-228-4190. 

tfn

AVAILABLE NOW! Several 
apts on North Hill available 4 
rent. 2 Bdrm + 1 bath. $655 to 
$795. Call Matt or Jerry at IPM. 
852-1157

tfn

RENTALS

20 MINUTES TO MINOT 
AND THE MINOT AIR 
FORCE BASE 2 and 3 bedroom 
mobile homes for sale or rent from 
$695 per month – includes lot rent 
and utilities. Located in Deering, ND.  
701-502-0554.

TFN

FOR RENT OR SALE

HUSQVARNA RIDING 
MOWER - Model YTH22V46 
Briggs & Stratton 22 HP with low 
hours 46 inch dual blade deck 
Recent Tune Up (210) 286-7993

W-Nov13

TOP DOG SALON
Monday-Friday 9 AM to 3 PM

Saturday 10 AM to 2 PM
Evenings Available 

Upon Request
Appt. Only

Make appointments on 
Facebook @topdogsalonminot
Or call or text (701) 509-6384

Nov 27

PET SERVICES

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home 
built in 2012. Newly remodeled 
with waterproof laminate and 
quartz countertops. Main fl oor 
rooms include kitchen, dining, 
living and 1/2 bath. 2nd fl oor has 
master suite, 2 other bedrooms, 
bath, laundry and family room. 
Call 701-340-7849 or email 
boyandcpa@gmail.com.

W-Nov27
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Because of the uncertainity of the COVID-19 virus effects, the Northern Sentry will continue to post future events as 
advertised by area groups. However, we highly encourage you to check in advance on the current status of your  church service .
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Blake 
Krabseth

Comedian / Magician
Great for 

Parties and
Conventions

701-720-1786

BLAKEKRABSETH.COM
magic@blakekrabseth.com

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 
Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

HOBBY SHOP

STORAGE UNITS

ACCOUNTANT

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL 

Thank You 
FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Serving Our Military (Active, 
Reserves and Veterans) 

and Saving Them Money 
on a Home.

It's our way to say 
Thank You.

HomesForHeroes.com 

p: (701) 852-3505
c: (701) 720-9163
e: Lucas@SignalRealtors.com
w: MinotHomeSearch.com

com

om

Lucas 
Knight
Signal Realtors

AUTOMOTIVE

Feature your business here for as 
little as $9.00 per week! 

For more information call 839-0946 or 
email: sentrysales@srt.com

MEGA 
PARTY

$185+tax

SUPER

PARTY

$155+tax

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR BEVERAGES ALLOWED.

852-4108
1901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM

FOR 

RESERVATIONS 

PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  
$10 

 for X-treme 
Bowling

AUTOMOTIVE
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ONLY
$234/mo

NEW 2020 
HYUNDAI ACCENTS
NEW 2020 
HYUNDAI ACCENTS

*plus tax, title, license and fees
includes Dealer Choice and 

Military rebates WAC

LOCALLY PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

2020 
Hyundai 

Accent SE
M11139

2020 
Hyundai 

Accent SE
M11132 

2020 
Hyundai 

Accent SE
M11100

0 
dai 
t SE

00

2
Hy

Acc
M

202 2020 
Hyundai 

Accent SE
M11131

RY

020 
undai
ent SE

M11131

SOLD!SOLD!

2019 Mazda CX-3 
Touring Sport Utility

M11302A $20992
2018 Toyota C-HR 

Sport Utility
M10671A $19994

2017 Dodge Charger 
SXT Sedan

M24936A $19993
2017 Honda Accord 
Sedan Sport Sedan
M10836B $19997

2019 Mazda CX-3 
Sport Sport Utility
M24511A $19994

2020 Hyundai 
Elantra SEL Sedan
M24938B $18998

2015 Toyota RAV4 
XLE Sport Utility

M11278A $18994
2018 Ford Fusion 
Hybrid SE Sedan

M24836B $16993

2017 Toyota 
Camry Sedan

M11281T $15494
2016 Hyundai Elantra 

Sport Sedan
M11217A $14991

2015 Hyundai Santa 
Fe Sport SPORTB 

Sport Utility
M11321A $12992
2014 Ford Focus 

Titanium Hatchback
M24973A $11993

20 
nda

Accent S
M11132 

202
Hyun

Accen

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

SOLD!SOLD!


