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TEAM MINOT 
CONNECTS 
WITH 
COMMUNITY 
ON FUTURE 
OF SENTINEL 
ICBM

SAFE RIDES: 
SAVING LIVES 
AND MILITARY 
CAREERS 
ONE PHONE 
CALL AT A 
TIME!

91ST MISSILE WING
SEPTEMBER

SQUADRON
OF THE 
MONTH

91ST OPERATIONSSUPPORT SQUADRON

Three UH-1N Iroquois fl y in formation during a seven-ship formation fl ight at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, Aug. 21, 2025. The seven helicopters carried Tactical Response Force members for an 
exercise, employing airpower and air superiority in defense of our nation’s nuclear deterrence arsenal. More photos on page A8
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EVENTS THIS WEEK

SQUADRON 
OF THE MONTH

91st OPERATIONS 
SUPPORT SQUADRON 
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

SEPT 17-20
FIRST DRINK 

FREE!
(alcoholic or non-alcoholic)

With Military ID

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu  
4:00pm - 1:00am

Fri/Sat  
4:00pm - 2:00am

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot, ND

HOURS
MILITARY 

APPRECIATION DAY

SEPTEMBER 19

FIRST DRINK FREE!

(ALCOHOLIC OR NON-ALCOHOLIC)

WITH MILITARY ID

PULLTAB HAPPY HOUR
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 4:00pm-6:00pm

DOUBLE D HAW
Saturday, September 6 at 7:00pm

MAGIC CITY MUSIC FEST
Sunday, September 7 at 2:00pm

$6 HAMM’S & GRILLED CHEESE
Tuesday, September 9 at 4:00pm

TRIVIA NIGHT
Wednesday, September 10 at 7:00pm

FREE NACHOS
Thursday, September 11 at 4:00pm-close

The 91st Missile Wing 
Command Team proudly 
congratulates the 91st Operations 
Support Squadron (OSS) on 
being selected as September’s 
Squadron of the Month.

Charged with enabling 
the readiness of the wing’s 
nuclear deterrence mission, 
the Pathfi nders of the 91st OSS 
deliver elite operations support 
across a wide range of mission 
sets. Often working behind the 

scenes, these Airmen ensure the 
success of the 91st Missile Wing’s 
24/7/365 ICBM operations. The 
most functionally diverse unit 
in the 91st Operations Group, 
the OSS manages ICBM crew 
training, tactics development, 
intelligence support, targeting, 
current operations, and 
cryptographic programs. Every 
missile alert and fi eld mission 
begins and ends with Pathfi nder 
expertise.

In recognition of their 
exceptional performance, the 
91st OSS earned back-to-
back McAdoo Trophy wins, 
distinguishing them as Air 
Force Global Strike Command’s 
top ICBM Operations Support 
Squadron two years running. 
This rare achievement refl ects the 
squadron’s culture of innovation, 
precision, and unwavering 
commitment to mission success.

September Squadron of the Month 
91 Operations Support Squadron 
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2915 10th Street SW, 
Suite A, Minot

Carleen Gust
AGNP-C, MSN, APRN, CANS
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701-852-8284 

Veteran Owned

 

  $2 off All Apps
  $3 House Wine & Domestic Pints
 Bavarian Pretzels with Beer Cheese Sauce
  $4  Rail Drinks, ND Brewery Pints & 
 22oz Domestics Taps, 4 Lettuce Cups
  $5 Moscow Mule 
  $6  Specialty Cocktails, Martinis & 
 22oz ND Breweries Taps
           ½ Flat Bread Pizza

Monday  Pizza Pack Combo
Tuesday Sandwich Pack
Wednesday  Chef Creation*
*Changes Weekly – Check our Facebook Page

Thursday Pasta Pack

Monday $5 Moscow Mules (all day)

Tuesday $4 ND breweries (all day)

Wednesday ½ Price Wine by the glass/bottle (all day)

Thursday $1 up for all Tall Taps (all day)

Sunday BRUNCH (11am-2pm)
 $7 TSR Bloody Mary & Caesars
 $12 Bottomless Mimosas
 $6 Breakfast Shots

 10% OFF

GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

Ann Gates 541-480-9676

NEW LOCATION
SAME LOT-SOUTH SIDE
11 AM – 2 AM Every Saturday

Visit Us During the  
Fall Festival on Sept 13

Northern Prairie Farms at 

North Prairie  
Farmer’s Market

(across from Planet Pizza on Broadway)

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. 
--  

The National Transportation 
Safety Board preliminary report 
following a loss-of-separation 
incident during a July 18, 2025, 
fl yover at the North Dakota State 
Fairgrounds confi rms the Minot 
AFB B-52 was following its 
authorized fl ight path as directed 
by air traffi  c control and acted 
in full compliance with pre-
established procedures, fl ight plans 
and air traffi  c control instructions.

The NTSB report confi rms the 
B-52’s fl yover was coordinated 
in advance with both Minot Air 
Traffi  c Control Tower and Dakota 
Radar Approach Control. The B-52 
aircrew was cleared to proceed as 
instructed, maintaining their fl ight 

path until two miles west of the 
airport. The controller did not 
advise the B-52 aircrew of the 
inbound commercial aircraft.

According to the report, the 
Minot Air Traffi  c Control Tower 
directed the commercial airline jet 
to make a right 360 degree turn 
away from the B-52’s fl ight path. 
The commercial pilot declined, 
then the controller off ered a left 
360 degree turn before breaking off  
its approach to Minot International 
Airport.

The NTSB preliminary report 
also notes a second loss of 
separation between the B-52 and 
a civilian Piper PA-28-151 aircraft, 
fl ying under Visual Flight Rules. 
The B-52 aircrew maintained 
positive visual separation with 

the Piper aircraft and acted in 
accordance with their approved 
fl ight plan. However, the controller 
did not notify the B-52 of the 
Piper’s presence.

The NTSB made no 
determination of fault in its 
preliminary report.

Safety remains our top 
priority. We continue to fully 
cooperate with the ongoing NTSB 
investigation. We are committed to 
upholding the highest standards of 
professionalism and safety in all 
our operations.

The full text of the preliminary 
NTSB report can be found here: 
ht tps: / /data.ntsb.gov/carol-
repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/
GenerateNewestReport/200594/pdf

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

NTSB preliminary report says 
B-52 was fl ying as authorized 

in near miss at Minot

Get more DONE   
and have more FUN   
this school year:

Speed up your INTERNET   

with SRT Fiber and you  might  

even get a laptop  to boot!

Some restrictions may apply. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. See srt.com/legal for contest rules.

Sign up for  
SRT Fiber
by September 12
for a chance to win 

a MacBook Air!

SRT.COM/BACKTOSCHOOL
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NEWS SUBMISSIONS
Northern Sentry Offi ce

nsads@srt.com | 701.839.0946

MAFB Public Affairs Offi ce
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Minot Air Force Base - Northern Sentry. The 
Northern Sentry is published by BAG, LLC., 
a private fi rm operating independently of 
the U.S. Air Force. Contents of the Northern 
Sentry are not necessarily the offi cial views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department 
of the Air Force. The offi cial news source 
for Minot Air Force Base is www.minot.
af.mil. The appearance of advertising in this 
publication, including inserts or supplements, 
doesn’t constitute endorsements by the DoD, 
the Department of the Air Force or BAG 
LLC., of the products or services advertised. 
Everything advertised in this publication 
shall be made available for purchase, 
use or patronage without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, political 
affi liation, or any other nonmerit factor of the 
purchasers, users or patrons. We welcome 
your stories and photos of interest to the 
readership of the Northern Sentry. Minot Air 
Force Base Public Affairs reserves the right 
to not authorize publication. The Northern 
Sentry deadline for submission of materials is 
at noon the Tuesday before publication date.

MORE ABOUT US

STAY CONNECTED

/NorthernSentry/northernsentrymafb

News delivered straight to your inbox

There’s no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that this summer has been 
quite unusual in terms of weather 
conditions. Granted, we say that 
every year, but this season has been 
quite diff erent than the norm.

The most obvious thing has been 
in the amount of precipitation that 
has fallen across the state. Right 
now, only Pembina and Cavalier 
counties have abnormally dry 
conditions, which is weird in and 
of itself. Pembina County, especially, 
is normally one of the “wetter” 
counties in the state.

This summer, the southwest 

has had far more rainfall than it 
normally gets. I doubt any records 
are being broken, but suffi  ce to say, 
it isn’t the norm. 

When our family took our annual 
mini vacation to Medora at the 
end of July, we were absolutely 
astounded at how green it was in 
the Badlands. A year ago, that same 
trip on that same weekend was 
wrought with grasshoppers, intense 
heat and drought conditions. 

Medora isn’t supposed to be 
green at the end of July. In mid 
August, my wife and I attended 
our grandson’s birthday party at 
a rural residence east of Lincoln. 
When I was in high school and 
working after high school, I traveled 
that road a lot from Hazelton to 
Bismarck and back. 

I never saw it so green in the 
month of August. I told my wife 
I’m fi nding a hard time wrapping 
my head around this because it’s 
August, it’s harvest and high school 
football practice has started. It’s 
supposed to be hot and dried up 
in August and grasshoppers are 
usually invading the ripe cereal 
grains about to be harvested.

June, which has traditionally been 
our wettest month, appears to have 
switched places with August. We 
had far more rain in May than we 

did in June, generally speaking, 
then July brought much more 
rain than June and now August 
has produced twice the amount 
of precipitation as June did, again 
generally speaking because there 
are pockets of anomalies.

Take Ellendale for instance. 
That community in Dickey County 
has been getting dumped on all 
summer. You’d think it was a 
community in southeastern Iowa 
or something with all the rain it’s 
had. Typically well over an inch 
and often times up to 2 inches of 
rain in each event. The last time 
I looked, Ellendale was in North 
Dakota, and to get that kind of rain 
in August, it doesn’t compute. 

Linton, Hettinger, Fort Yates 
and Carson have also had unusual 
amounts of rain. And when you go 
further east to LaMoure and points 
east of there, locals say they’ve 
never seen precipitation like these 
past two summers. 

We’ve also witnessed a change in 
temperatures. Because we are now 
late into the summer, I can safely 
say most reporting stations in the 
state have not reached 100 degrees 
all summer. Typically, most places, 
Grand Forks and Devils Lake being 
the exceptions, reach 100 at least 
one time each summer. Not this 

year. Only a few places in the far 
west have hit that benchmark. 

Rewind to four years ago when 
northwestern North Dakota saw 
nine days hit 100 or go past it. 
Three days in June, three days in 
July and three days in August. In 
1936, which has always been the 
benchmark for heat and drought, 
saw four days hit 100 or higher. 

The same can be said for fall and 
winter. The months of October and 
November can be pivotal months 
going into winter. But in recent 
years, the month of November at 
least, has been quite mild across 
nearly the entire state. That’s not 
terribly unusual, but to see that 
trend slipping into December is an 
anomaly.

If you look back at statistics, the 
fi rst half of December has become 
more mild in recent years and when 
you see the UPS guy delivering 
packages on Dec. 10 wearing shorts 
and a T-shirt, on the northern tier 
of North Dakota, you know it’s not 
normal.

March and April have changed 
too. People often ask me if I plant 
my potatoes on Good Friday. 
My response, only if I had a 
jackhammer out there to chisel the 
frozen ground loose. 

North Dakota’s bizarre summer weather 

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER

Never mind that Sunday was one 
month and Monday another. A fl ip 
of the calendar does not necessarily 
mean we went from summer to fall, 
except in 2025. 

  Take Sunday…what a beautiful 
day on the lake. There were 
people on pontoons, swimming 
parties in the middle of the lake, 
jet skis being as annoying as ever 
(personal opinion, they are loud 
and obnoxious), and across the bay 
near Government Bay there was 
a cascading line of salmon fi shing 
boats. The temperature hovered 
around 80, and for anyone who 
wasn’t a sailor, did I mention there 
wasn’t any wind, it was a great day. 

  Off  we went with 4 grandkids 
full of energy for our favorite bay, 
nick named Sailboat Bay on Mallard 
Island. Today we used the diesel sail 
(yep, the motor) on our 27 foot Cal 
sailboat to power our journey of 
about 7 miles. 

  Once we arrive we tie the boat 
to shore, unload the kayak, put 
on the swim trunks and grab the 
goggles, it’s time to hit the water. 
My grandkids range in age from 14 
to 5. As I turned around the oldest, 
Carter, was headed across the bay. 
He had swum across this same 
bay last summer. But hey, today 
he is followed close behind by his 
younger brother Charlie. 

  Grandma and BePa (short 
for Grandpa) sit nervously on the 

edge of their seats. Being a former 
lifeguard, I start to empty pockets 
on my shorts just in case I am 
headed out to assist Charlie. In a 
few minutes it became pretty evident 
that grandson number 2 was going 
to prove that he, too, could swim 
across the bay and back. When 
he hit the other shore he received 
a rousing round of applause from 
Grandma and BePa. 

  Soon headed out into the bay 
was Granddaughter Addely. She 
assured me that she was completely 
in control of the kayak and not to 
worry. Well OK, we’ll buy that 
you have learned to maneuver the 
kayak, but as grandparents we get 
paid to worry, it’s part of the job, 
right? 

  Last, but certainly not least, was 
5 year old Silas. Although he was 
wearing a life jacket, he too swam 
across the once daunted Mallard 
Bay. It was at least 2 hours of fun 
in the sun, maybe more. 

  Then it was lunch time. Boy, 
can those kids go through the 
lunch! Summer sausage sandwiches, 
grapes, apples, peaches, veggie 
straws (we ran out), and just about 
anything and everything we packed 
for lunch was under attack. One 
more time in the kayak and walking 
the sandy beach and we were on 
our way back. 

  Today was the day that we 

had hoped to give Carter sailing 
lesson 101…but there just wasn’t 
a whole lot of wind. Instead, he 
was able to take the wheel and 
drive (tough words for a sailor to 
say) the boat back to the marina. 
Between Grandma and BePa the 
sailing rhetoric never quit. I’ll just 
say “nice job Carter. Hopefully next 
time we have enough wind to sail 
Celebration. 

  How does a perfect day at Fort 
Stevenson end? Well of course, with 
a campfi re and a round of S’mores, 
well and then another round of 
S’mores and well fi nally, we are out 
of chocolate bars. The fi re went on 
for another hour or so, and the sun, 
which used to set after 9:45 PM in 
July, is painting a beautiful orange 
sky around 8:45 PM. Soon the sky 
was fi lled with stars and we begin 
to fi nd the Big Dipper, The North 
Star and Scorpio. The mosquitoes 
would end the evening, as everyone 
retreated to the cabin. 

  So, what’s this about Labor Day 
being the fi rst day of fall? Well folks, 
we started our Labor Day sail with 
perfect winds, dressed in sweatshirts 
to keep warm. Fall has a distinctive 
wind pattern, pretty much a steady 
wind from one direction, Labor Day 
it was from the Southeast. But fall 
didn’t last too long. By afternoon 
we were down to shorts and t-shirts. 
The ice cream line at the marina 

store was long as boats lined up for 
one last summer scoop. 

  Whether it’s the end of summer, 
or fall, it means the same thing. 
Soon the sailboat will be trailered, 
winterized (there it is, that nasty 
“w” word) and our days on the 
lake will end. We had a great family 
weekend, and really, isn’t that what 
is most important? 

  No More Denying- Our garden 
expert at Northern Prairie Farms, 
Anne, sent us a photo of pumpkins 
picked from her garden this week. 
Ok, maybe it is fall. 

  Just a heads up for those 
who are looking for North Prairie 
Farmer’s Market. They’ve just 
relocated on the south side of the 
Trinity West parking lot. This week 
I hear that there will be: tomatoes, 
cabbage, broccoli, several kinds 
of squash, cucumbers, zucchini, 
caulifl ower, potatoes and of course 
pumpkins. 

THE FALL FESTIVAL
 IS NEXT WEEK! 

Downtown Minot will be 
celebrating our Fall Festival on 
Saturday, September 13th. It’s 
not a secret, in fact we want you 
to come downtown for the MSU 
Homecoming Parade and stay 
through a great day of vendors, 
food trucks, kids game, a petting 
zoo, pony rides and much more….

TODAY’S CHUCKLE
 The diff erence between a 

conviction and a prejudice is that 
you can explain a conviction without 
getting angry.

A Sunday Summer, and a Labor Day Fall…Sort of

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE
ROD WILSON

2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

SELECTED NOMINEES RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S GIFT CARD
EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM  INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO AND THE REASON THEY ARE A NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

HERO
Neighborhood 

NOMINATE A

Grandson Carter learning how to sail.The World’s Record for most S’Mores 
being made at once was set at Fort 
Stevenson…Here’s one more!

No denying it now. Pumpkins ready 
for picking. It’s fall.
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© 2025 University of Maryland Global Campus

MBA CLASSES START SEPTEMBER 17.
UMGC.EDU | 701-317-9263

SUCCEED AGAIN  
The affordable online Master of Business Administration (MBA) at University of Maryland Global 
Campus (UMGC) lets you study while you serve and tailor your program toward the career you want.

•  An accredited MBA that eligible servicemembers & their spouses & dependent children can earn 
in as few as 16 months for about $10K  

•  Specializations in cybersecurity technology, data analytics, finance, HR management, marketing, 
project management & more 

• No-cost lifetime career services

• Online & hybrid courses available

Kemi A.
MBA
Yuma, AZ

10 MBA 
SPECIALIZATIONS,  
EACH ABOUT $10K

FOR ELIGIBLE
MILITARY 
STUDENTS
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Team Minot Connects 
with Community on 

Future of Sentinel ICBM
SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE, 5TH BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, 
N.D. --  Air Force offi  cials 
from Air Force Global Strike 
Command and Minot Air Force 
Base conducted a public town 
hall on August 26, 2025 at 
Minot State University to discuss 
details with the community on 
the transition process from 
the Minuteman III to the new 
Sentinel Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile (ICBM) system.

The event educated residents, 
civic leaders, and local 
workforce members regarding 
major features of the Sentinel 
program, such as future 
developments, economic benefi ts 
and infrastructure construction. 
Offi  cials also spoke to and 
fi elded questions from those in 
attendance about the program’s 
budget scenario and future 
contracting opportunities.

“The Sentinel program isn’t 
just vital to Minot, North Dakota, 
it’s critical to our entire nation,” 
said U.S. Sen. Kevin Cramer, 
R-N.D. “The presence of Air 
Force Global Strike Command 
here tonight underscores just 
how essential Minot is to global 
defense.”

Minot Air Force Base is one 
of three primary U.S. bases set 
for modernization under Air 
Force Global Strike Command. 
Additionally, F.E. Warren AFB, 

Wyoming and Malmstrom 
AFB, Montana will also see the 
current Minuteman III systems 
upgraded, including missile 
silos, launch control centers, and 
other support facilities.

While speaking to the 
town hall attendees about the 
need to modernize our ICBM 
infrastructure, Maj. Gen. Colin 
Connor, ICBM Site Activation 
Task Force director, thanked the 
community for their unrivaled 
support to the base and its 
mission.

“The community builds the 
missile, the Air Force operates 
it,” said Connor. “The Minot 
community supports us like no 
other.”

Air Force offi  cials, elected 
leaders, and local civic leaders 
at the town hall meeting 
emphasized transparency and 
community involvement as the 
massive defense project moves 
ahead.

Amid these discussions, 
leaders also highlighted the 
unwavering commitment of the 
service members who continue 
to carry out the Minuteman III 
mission on the ground.

“Our Airmen are out there 
executing the mission, rain or 
shine,” said U.S. Air Force Col. 
Jimmy Schlabach, 91st Missile 
Wing commander. “They stand 

ready so that our national 
leaders can be confi dent: if the 
time ever comes, we are prepared 
to deliver.”
Site Activation Task Force 
Detachment 12 commander 
introduced himself as the 
person on the ground in 
Minot charged with making 
the Sentinel program a success 
here.

“The Site Activation Task 
Force is here, it’s here to stay 
and it’s here to get the job 
done,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Nicholas Conover, Sentinel 
ICBM Site Activation Task Force 
Detachment 12 commander. 
“It’s going to remain here until 
they take the last Minuteman off  
alert and they put Sentinel in the 
hole.”

Conover mentioned the 
desire for an open line of 
communication and provided 
contact cards to those in 
attendance to reach out to him 
with any questions and concerns 
regarding the Sentinel program.

Conover stated that he aims 
to ensure project success while 
keeping the public informed 
through open communication.

Members of the public can 
contact the Sentinel Hotline 
by email at AFGSC.Sentinel.
Hotline@us.af.mil or by phone 
at (701) 723-6853.

Airman 1st Class Vincent Padilla & Wesley Davies, 5th Bomb Wing public 
affairs specialists, welcome a member of the Minot community during the 
Sentinel program town hall in Minot, North Dakota, Aug. 26, 2025. The activity 
educated residents, civic leaders, and local workforce members regarding 
major features of the Sentinel program, such as future developments, economic 
benefi ts, infrastructure construction, and environmental investigations.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS I SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Nicholas Conover, Sentinel ICBM Site Activation Task 
Force Detachment 12 commander, speaks during the Sentinel program town 
hall in Minot, North Dakota, Aug. 26, 2025. Air Force offi cials, elected offi cials, 
and local civic leaders at the town hall meeting emphasized transparency and 
community involvement as the massive defense project moves ahead.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS I SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, Sept. 
1: 1,832.71 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL); 19,000 cubic feet 
per second (CFS) Garrison Dam 
average daily releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,448.6 feet 
above mean sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 1,448.56 
MSL. 
• N.D. Game & Fish Dept. game 
wardens: Not much activity on 
north-central area lakes. No new 
Devils Lake reports. 
• Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, 
Devils Lake: Continued fair for small 
walleye using spinners and bottom 
bouncers in 18 to 23 feet.
• Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville: No new reports from Lake 
Darling or Lake Audubon. 
• Lake Metigoshe, Four Seasons, 
Bottineau: A few nice-sized walleye 
coming in an evening bite but 
bluegill moved out farther from the 
shoreline and deeper along the 
weed beds. 
• Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: East 
end of Lake Sakakawea continues 
producing walleye in 18 to 42 feet. 
Move around and locate fi sh with 
generally nice success throughout 
much of the east end. Try a variety 
of presentations. 
• Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Hwy. 83 Lawn & Leisure, Garrison: 
Try 25 feet using slow death hooks 
for walleye on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea. Some salmon in 80 
to 105 feet along the south shore. 
Not big numbers but some nice-
sized fi sh. Continued smallmouth 
activity on Lake Audubon.
• Lake Sakakawea, Indian Hills 
Resort, Garrison: Spotty walleye 
success. Try working 22 to 35 feet 
with some success in deeper water 
but plan to keep anything from 
those depths. Water temperatures 
remained warm earlier in the week. 
Call the store, (701) 743-4122, to 
arrange for gas-on-the-water with 
the store now closed for the season.  
• Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 

Walleye activity generally slow in 
the Van Hook Arm. 
• Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook Bait 
& Tackle, New Town: Continue 
working deep with better walleye 
success still farther south in the Van 
Hook Arm closer to the old river 
channel. More success coming on 
minnows. Store now open Friday 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sunday through Sept. 17.
• Lake Sakakawea/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait & Tackle, Pick City: 
Missouri River tailrace continues 
producing larger fi sh at night in 
the chutes and down river with 
small walleye during the day. Try 
jigs or Lindy rigs during the day or 
trolling crankbaits or 3-way swivels 
at night. Continued good catfi sh 
success. Try fl oating slip bobbers 
for a different technique with usual 
techniques also working. Catfi sh 
success off the wing walls, as 
well. Good smallmouth success 
continues on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea. Try casting crankbaits 
from the rocks at night for walleye. 
Work at least 30 feet f on the east 
end of Lake Sakakawea or eater-
sized walleye with smaller ones 
shallower. Try mudlines off points 
with Lindy rigs, slow death rigs, 
or jigs but keep those from deep 
water. Work 70 feet to 100 feet for 
salmon using fl ashers and needle 
fi sh or small squids and fl ies. Good 

numbers but look for fi sh to move 
shallower as temperatures cool.
• Lake Sakakawea/northwest 
N.D. lakes, Scenic Sports, 
Williston: Upper end of Lake 
Sakakawea cleaning up with a 
nice walleye bite around Hoffl und 
Island. Try shallow, including as 
shallow as 5 feet, using crawler 
harnesses or crankbaits. Missouri 
and Yellowstone rivers producing 
catfi sh with slow walleye activity. 
Yellowstone River is clearing 
nicely, though. 
• North-central/central N.D. 
lakes, Towner Hdwe. Hank, 
Towner: No new reports from 
area lakes. 
HUNTING: 
• Deer archery: Fair numbers but 
overall population remains low in 
the Williston area since the 2022 
EHD outbreak. 
• Doves: Look for nice numbers 
throughout many areas with birds 
bunching in the northwest after 
cool evenings. 
• Early Canada goose: Look 
for more activity with harvest 
underway in the northwest.
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
• N.D. Game and Fish Dept., 
main Bismarck offi ce: (701) 328-
6300, website: (http://gf.nd.
gov).
• Report All Poachers: (701) 328-
9921.

• Sept. 5: Lace Up for Literacy 
5K Fun Run/Walk, Oak Park, 5 
p.m. 
• Sept. 5: “Autumn Breeze” Paint 
party for older teens and adults, 
14 x 11 canvas, $35, Nature’s 
Nook, Minot. 6:30 p.m.
• Sept. 5: Movie in the Park, 
“Wicked”, Oak Park, 9:30 p.m. 
• Sept. 7: Early Canada goose 
Missouri River Zone season 
closes. 
• Sept. 11: Patriot Ruck, free 13-Mile Ruck March remembering 9/11 
lost heroes beginning at Minot Family YMCA at 8 a.m. 
• Sept. 13: Sharptail and ruffed grouse, partridge, and tree squirrel 
seasons open. 
• Sept. 13: Sweat for Vets Zumba or CrossFit workout fundraiser for 
Minot Vets 4 Vets in conjunction with Festival on Main, 8 a.m. 
• Sept. 15: West Early Season Canada Goose Zone closes. 

TOURNAMENTS: 
• Sept. 12: Lake Sakakawea, Parshall Bay. 
• Sept. 13: Lake Sakakawea, Fort Stevenson State Park.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For complete 
details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational opportunities 
visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook at (facebook.
com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, extension 1, or email 
(woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located at 1012 Woodland Drive, 
Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

MONTHLY MEETING
Tuesday, September 30
1200, Rockers Bar & Grill, Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

AFA.org

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

Minot’s Mission 
Returns to Washington: 
14th Annual Task Force 21 
Nuclear Triad Symposium

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
mission to educate and advocate for 
Minot and Minot Air Force Base is 
heading back to the nation’s capital 
this fall for the 14th Annual Task 
Force 21 Nuclear Triad Symposium. 
Set for September 26, 2025, the 
event will host senior defense 
leaders, policymakers, 
and national security 
experts to discuss the 
state and future of 
America’s nuclear 
triad and the role 
Minot plays in 
global defense.

A m o n g 
this year’s 
d i s t i n gu i sh ed 
speakers is Gen. 
Thomas A. Bussiere, 
Commander, Air Force 
Global Strike Command 
and Commander, Air Forces 
Strategic – Air, U.S. Strategic 
Command at Barksdale Air Force 
Base. Additional invited speakers 
include Secretary of the Air Force 
Troy Meink and Lt. Gen. Andrew 
Gebara, Deputy Chief of Staff  for 
Strategic Deterrence and Nuclear 
Integration, U.S. Air Force, along 
with members of North Dakota’s 
congressional delegation.

“Minot has a unique role in 
sustaining the strength of our 
nuclear deterrent,” said Brekka 

Kramer, President & CEO of the 
Minot Area Chamber EDC. “This 
symposium provides a critical 
opportunity to elevate the voices 
of defense leaders and ensure 
that Minot remains at the center 
of America’s national security 

dialogue.”
“The conversations 
that take place here 

directly shape the 
future of our 
nation’s defense,” 
said Pete Hankla, 
Chair of Task 
Force 21. “We 
are committed 
to providing a 
platform that 

strengthens the ties 
between our military, 

policymakers, and 
communities.”

The symposium will be held 
at the Army & Navy Club in 
Washington, D.C. The event is free 
to attend, but advance registration is 
required, as space is limited.

For updates, registration, and a full 
list of speakers, visit TaskForce21.
com or contact the Minot Area 
Chamber EDC at 701-852-6000 or 
minot@minotchamberedc.com.

Attendees and the public are 
encouraged to follow and join the 
conversation on social media.
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GUN SAFETY PROPER 
USAGE AND STORAGE IS 

ESSENTIAL

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com

Safe Rides: Saving lives and 
military careers one phone 

call at a time! 
HANNAH WATERS, NORTHERN SENTRY

Safe driving is now a piece of 
cake and, Senior Airman Katherin 
Varela-Loaiza from the 5 Force 
Support Squadron is proving why. 
SrA Loaiza has dedicated over 
270 hours over the past year and 
a half to Safe Rides, the volunteer 
program that provides Airmen 
with a safe ride home in a variety 
of situations. Originally known as 
AADD, Safe Rides has expanded its 
mission to serve Airmen not only in 
cases of drunk driving but also in 
emergencies, medical situations, and 
other uncomfortable circumstances.

What started as a simple desire to 
help has turned into a deep passion 
for SrA Loaiza, who now plays a 
pivotal role in the program both 
on the road and behind the scenes. 
A year and a half ago, her interest 
in SafeRide was initially sparked 
because of a personal experience 
that happened during her teenage 
years when she saw a friend get into 
a car accident that could have been 
avoided if a designated driver had 
been available. “I volunteer for stuff  
that I like,” SrA Loaiza explained, 
refl ecting on her motivations for 
getting involved.

Initially, she joined the program 
as a squadron representative, the 
primary drivers for Safe Rides 
within that unit.  Her involvement 

deepened when she became the 
organization’s Secretary. It gave her 
the opportunity to help infl uence 
changes that would signifi cantly 
broaden the program’s scope.

When the AADD Council 
leadership changed, so did the 
program’s mission. The decision 
was made to rebrand from AADD 
to Safe Rides in 2024, emphasizing 
that the program was no longer 
just for Airmen needing a ride after 
drinking. This change came about 
last winter, “We got a new president, 
and that’s when we did the name 
change to brand the program 
just so people know that it’s not 
just for drunk driving. It’s also 
for any uncomfortable situation,” 
SrA Loaiza explained. The 
rebranding, she said, was essential 
in broadening the program’s reach 
and encouraging Airmen to take 
advantage of the service in a wider 
range of situations, from medical 
emergencies to situations where 
someone might need a lift home 
when no one else is available.

The new approach has worked. 
The program operates from 
Thursday at 9 PM until Saturday 
at 3 AM, providing rides during 
those late-night hours. “We turn on 
the phone whenever the program’s 
available,” SrA Loaiza said. “It’s 

really helping people feel safe and 
supported, especially if they’re new 
or don’t know where to go.”

SrA Loaiza has also noticed a 
growth in community involvement, 
with local businesses off ering 
support in the form of gift cards 
for volunteers and promotional 
materials. “At the back-to-school 
bash, people got recognized for 
volunteering and supporting the 
program,” she said. “It’s nice to see 
that people are really appreciative 
of what we do.”

In addition to the rewarding 
community feedback, SrA Loaiza 
fi nds fulfi llment in the program’s 
growth and success. “It’s nice to 
see how much the program has 
grown and how much recognition 
it’s getting now compared to when I 
started,” she shared. However, there 
have been challenges. Coordinating 
volunteer schedules and managing 
behind-the-scenes logistics can be 
tough, but SrA Loaiza’s dedication 
to the program keeps her going.

Throughout her time volunteering, 
SrA Loaiza had a few examples 
of how the program is benefi cial 
to Airmen. One that stands out 
involves an Airman who passed out 
on the road.  Luckily, a Military ID 
was found so Safe Rides was called.

SrA Loaiza’s commitment to Safe 

Rides has resulted in a staggering 
270 hours of volunteer work, 
including time spent driving and 
managing logistics. “I put all my 
time into the program, doing the 
scheduling and everything that 
goes into it,” she explained. Her 
passion for the program is evident, 
and she plans to continue her work 
with Safe Rides in the future. “I’m 
coming up on my second year, and 
I’ll defi nitely keep volunteering,” 
she said. “I like being part of 
something that helps people in real 
ways.”

For SrA Loaiza, volunteering 
with Safe Rides goes beyond just 

providing transportation. It’s about 
ensuring that every Airman has 
the support they need when they 
need it most, whether it’s someone 
needing an emergency ride, or a 
new airman who’s unsure where 
to turn. She’s proud to be part of 
a program that’s making a real 
diff erence in the community. 

If you or someone you know 
fi nds themselves in any sort of 
compromising or diffi  cult situation 
and needs a ride, please call Safe 
Rides a call at 701-723-7233, they 
are guaranteed to get you home 
safe! 

Senior Airman Katherin Varela-Loaiza, 5FSS, coined by CMSgt Wayne Sharp 
on August 8th, 2025.
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U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Dustin 
Dezotell, a 54th Helicopter 
Squadron special missions 
aviator, fl ies in a UH-1N Iroquois 
during a formation fl ight at Minot 
Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
Aug. 21, 2025. The primary 
missions of the UH-1N Iroquois 
include airlifting emergency 
security forces, providing security 
and surveillance of off-base 
nuclear weapons convoys and 
conducting medical evacuation. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO
 AIRMAN 1ST CLASS WESLEY DAVIES

A line of UH-1N Iroquois 
helicopters prepare for 
take off for a formation 
fl ight during a Tactical 
Response Force exercise 
at Minot Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, Aug. 21, 
2025. The UH-1N has 
been stationed at Minot 
AFB since March 20, 
1980 and is scheduled to 
remain until 2029, with 
the MH-139A expected to 
arrive in 2027. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO 
SENIOR AIRMAN 

ALYSSA BANKSTON

A formation of UH-1N Iroquois helicopters fl y over Minot 
Air Force Base, North Dakota, Aug. 21, 2025. The primary 
missions of the UH-1N Iroquois include airlifting emergency 
security forces, providing security and surveillance of off-base 
nuclear weapons convoys and conducting medical evacuation.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO SENIOR AIRMAN ALYSSA BANKSTON

A UH-1N Iroquois takes off from the fl ightline for a 
seven-ship formation fl ight during a Tactical Response 
Force exercise at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
Aug. 21, 2025. The seven helicopters carried Tactical 
Response Force members for an exercise, employing 
airpower and air superiority in defense of our nation’s 
nuclear deterrence arsenal. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO SENIOR AIRMAN ALYSSA BANKSTON

54HS PROVIDES 
SUPPORT DURING A 
TACTICAL RESPONSE 
FORCE EXERCISE AT 
MINOT AFB
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

Tire maintenance 
keeps drivers safe

Maintaining tires is an important component of safe 
driving. Tires are some of the hardest working parts 
on a car or truck and are subjected to wear and tear 
every time rubber meets the road.
Tires affect many components of driving, including 
handling, braking and the comfort of the ride. 
Maintaining tires makes driving safe not only for 
drivers and their passengers, but also for fellow 
motorists.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
says that, in 2017, 738 fatalities occurred because 
of tire-related crashes. Many of those crashes were 
no doubt preventable, and that only highlights the 
importance of maintaining tires and monitoring their 
performance.
Poor tire maintenance can lead to premature wear 
and potentially result in a blowout. The automotive 
group AAA notes it is important to visually inspect 
tires as often as possible. Drivers should look for 
overall tread wear. Pay special attention to tread 
wear on one edge of the tires, which could indicate 
poor alignment. Erratic tread wear may mean tires 
are out of balance.
Drivers also should pay attention to how their cars 
drive and sounds. Unusual vibration or thumping 
noises suggest issues with the tires. A car that pulls in 
one direction also may be experiencing tire problems.
Vehicle owners should be aware of the routine 
maintenance steps that can keep them safe and 
improve the life expectancy of tires.

· Tire pressure: The NHTSA says only 19 percent of 
consumers properly check and inflate their tires. 
Keeping tires properly inflated is one of the most 
important steps to maintaining them. Tires lose 
around 1 psi per month, and underinflated or 
overinflated tires can contribute to unusual wear, 
blowouts and even excessive fuel consumption.
· Rotation: Check the owner’s manual or 
recommendations from the tire manufacturer, 
but know that most mechanics advise having tires 
rotated every 5,000 to 8,000 miles. Rotation helps 
distribute wear more evenly on tires.
· Balancing: AAA says balancing also helps minimize 
uneven wear and tear. Balanced tires are achieved 
by using small weights attached to the wheels to 
limit vibration of the tire and wheels as they turn. 
New tires should be balanced, and tires also should 
be balanced after one or more is removed to repair 
a puncture.
· Alignment: Vehicles have wheel alignment 
measurements that pertain to manufacturers’ 
specifications. Alignment that falls outside of the 
range can impact handling, fuel economy and tread 
wear. A drift or pull suggests alignment problems and 
should be addressed.
Vehicle owners should keep tire inspection and 
maintenance in mind as part of their overall car care 
plan.
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A LOOK BACK
MINOT AFB RECEIVES ITS FIRST MINUTEMAN I

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

SEPTEMBER 9, 1963  

Information courtesy of: minot.af.mil / nationalmuseum.af.mil

After Minot Air Force Base, N.D., 
was selected to host Minuteman I 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles, 
construction on a missile complex 
began. The next year on Sept. 9, 
1963, Minot AFB received its first 
Minuteman I missile coming from 
Hill AFB, Utah. Under the charge of 
the  newly activated 455th Strategic 
Missile Wing, the first missile was 
placed in Launch Facility A-02. By 
1964, the 455th SMW became fully 
operational and combat ready with 
150  ICBMs in service. Each missile 
weighed nearly 65,000 lbs. and had a 
range of over 5,000 miles. Because of 
its strategic positioning in the United 
States, Minot  was in the perfect 
position to establish the first-of-its-

kind system. The Minuteman I was replaced several years later by the new 
and improved Minuteman III which composes the current ICBM force.   

This Minuteman launch took place 
at Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Nov. 17, 

1961. It became operational less than a 
year later. (USAF Photo)

Same day  
appointments available.

TOGETHER, WE IMPROVE  
QUALITY OF LIFE

1201 11th Avenue SW, Minot, ND 
Phone 701.858.6700, 800.841.7321 
Hours: Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
cfmminot.UND.edu

TEAM MINOT 
COMPETES IN 
SUMMER GAMES 
2025
Last Week, Minot AFB held the 
2025 Summer Games! The Summer 
Games is an annual event hosted 
by the 5th Force Support Squadron 
to encourage physical fi tness, 
camaraderie and competition as well 
as boost morale.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS
SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE

MORE PHOTOS CAN BE 
FOUND ON MINOT AFB PA 

FLICKR PAGE

Airmen celebrate winning a soccer match during the Summer Games at Minot Air Force Base, Aug. 22, 2025. The 
Summer Games is an annual event at Minot AFB featuring a variety of sporting competitions designed to strengthen 
camaraderie and foster teamwork across Team Minot.

An Airman jumps in an attempt to catch a frisbee during 
the Summer Games at Minot Air Force Base, Aug. 22, 
2025. The Summer Games is an annual event hosted by 
the 5th Force Support Squadron to encourage physical 
fi tness, camaraderie and competition as well as boost 
morale.

An Airman possessing a Nerf gun sprints during the 
Summer Games at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
Aug. 22, 2025. The Summer Games have been taking 
place since 2015, promoting physical health, camaraderie 
and competition.
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THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY:
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blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

BLUE RIDER TRIVIA
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Blue Rider 
118 1st Avenue SE, Minot

Bring your quarters to buy your chances at free drink questions, and as 
always, earn style points and Blue Rider respect for creative team names. 
Why? Because it’s Wednesday. And that means Minot’s toughest trivia 
game is on!! Starts at seven.
And feel free to bring your appetite; we’ve got Jimmy’s Pizza, grilled cheese, 
pop-tarts and peanuts!

10
SEPT

For more information:
Facebook/ Blue Rider/ Events

8TH ANNUAL FUEL THE FIGHT
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Arco Gas Station
1520 24th Ave SW Minot

Join Trinity Health Foundation for the 8th Annual Fuel the Fight at Dakota 
Square ARCO on September 6th from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Activities throughout the day include a dunk tank, bounce houses, hourly 

To be eligible for the prize drawings, purchase eight or more gallons of fuel 
at Dakota Square ARCO on Saturday, September 6th, and receive an entry 
for exciting prizes!
Fuel the Fight raises funds to provide gas vouchers for Trinity Health 
CancerCare Center patients traveling for treatments.

06
SEPT

For more information:
Facebook/ Dakota Square Arco/ Events

LIL VENDORS KID’S MARKET
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Oak Park, 
1300 4th Ave NW, Minot, ND 
We’re looking for the youngest farmers, bakers, and 

makers to bring their goods and make a few sales!
Do you have a young entrepreneur aged 6 to 16 in your home? Get them 
started on inventory and register them for their very own booth to be set up 
alongside or Market Members on Saturday, September 6.
Applications are open now, space is limited! https://minotfarmersmarket.
com/lil-vendors
FREE to Participate and Attend

next generation has to offer!

06
SEPT

For more information:
https://minotfarmersmarket.com/lil-vendors

FESTIVAL ON MAIN 2025
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Downtown Minot, Main Street S
Minot, ND 

Join us for the annual Festival on Main in Downtown Minot Saturday, 
September 13th from 10am until 5pm!
Food vendors, carnival games and the Minot Lions Fun Zone, bounce 

performances, and so much more!

13
SEPT

For more information:
Facebook/Minot Downtown Business & Professional Association

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

Taste of Høstfest: 
Meet the Chefs at 

Marketplace Foods
Minot residents can get an early 

taste of the Norsk Høstfest at the 
Meet the Chefs event, held at 
Marketplace Foods on Broadway, 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

The free event serves as a 
fl avorful kickoff  to the 46th annual 
Norsk Høstfest, which runs Sept. 
24–27 at the North Dakota State 
Fairgrounds. Guests will have 
the chance to sample authentic 
Scandinavian dishes prepared by 
this year’s featured Nordic Kitchen 
chefs: Patrice Johnson, Stig Hansen 
and Teena Anderson.

On the menu are traditional 
favorites such as Danish meatballs 
with pickled red cabbage, baked 
salmon with dill sauce, curried 
herring, pumpernickel bread, Nordic 
cold cuts and cheeses, lingonberry 
jam tarts, and trollkrem, a whipped 

lingonberry dessert.
Beyond the food, attendees 

can expect a festive atmosphere 
with live music, dancing, and the 
opportunity to chat with the chefs, 
who will be sharing culinary tips 
and stories about Nordic traditions.
 “This event gives the community 
a sneak peek at the fl avors and 
experiences they’ll fi nd at Høstfest,” 
organizers said. “It’s a fun, free way 
to celebrate Scandinavian heritage 
before the festival gates even open.”

The Meet the Chefs event is free 
and open to the public.

Event details:
Marketplace Foods, 
1930 S Broadway, Minot
Tuesday, Sept. 23
11 a.m.–1 p.m.
For more information, contact the 

Høstfest offi  ce at 701-852-2368 or 
visit hostfest.com
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SPONSORED BYMINOT NORTH
SENTINEL REPORT

The past week has been a busy 
one for Minot North athletics, 
with competition across multiple 
sports showcasing determination, 
promising performances, and plenty 
of reasons for the community to 
turn out and cheer. From a hard-
fought soccer win while down a 
player to a dominant football opener 
and solid individual displays on the 
golf course, the Sentinels have given 
fans a lot to talk about.

Soccer was a roller coaster of 
emotion and eff ort. The highlight 
came in a 2-1 victory over 
Jamestown in a match that saw both 
teams battle from start to fi nish. 
Minot North’s night took a dramatic 
turn when the goalkeeper received a 
red card, forcing the squad to play a 
large stretch of the game with only 
10 players. Rather than folding, 
the team tightened defensively, 
adjusted formations, and pushed 
forward when the opportunities 
presented themselves to close out 
the win. That grit on a numerically 
disadvantaged fi eld was a defi ning 
image of the week.

The schedule has been a test of 
consistency and resilience. In other 
recent matches the team suff ered a 
1-2 loss in one outing and fought 
to a 2-2 tie with Bismarck in a 
contest that produced off ense at key 
moments. A rivalry matchup with 
Minot High ended in a 0-2 defeat, 
while the Sentinels responded 
with a convincing 3-0 victory over 
Williston. Narrow losses came 
later in the week, with a 2-3 result 
against Grand Forks and a wild 
5-6 game with Red River. Taken 
together, those results show a 
squad capable of high-scoring play 
and also able to grind through 
defensively demanding situations. 
The young core is clearly learning 
how to regroup from setbacks and 
build momentum.

Additionally, Minot North’s 

football program delivered a 
statement in its season opener. The 
Sentinels rolled to a 41-0 victory 
over Williston. The game was 
dominated by a stingy defense that 
limited Williston’s off ense and by 
an effi  cient, opportunistic off ensive 
unit that converted chances into 
points. A shutout of that margin 
in the fi rst outing sets a positive 
tone as the team looks to develop 
consistency through the season and 
build from an impressive start.

Tennis has been a learning 
experience so far. The Sentinels 
dropped a 2-7 match to Bismarck 
and followed with a 1-8 defeat 
against the Sabers. While the scores 
are not what the team hoped for, 
match play under competitive 
conditions is exactly what helps 
players sharpen technique, strategy, 
and match-court composure. With 
practice and matches ahead, the 
squad will focus on turning close 
sets into wins.

The varsity girls golf team 
traveled to Williston and posted 
some encouraging individual scores. 
Emersyn Kopp led the way with 
a 77, Kinzy Welstad carded a 78, 
Kate Bast shot an 87, Ally Larson 
posted an 89, and Abby Speer 
fi nished with a 102. Those scores 
indicate depth at the top and room 
for development across the roster. 
The program is also ramping up 
community outreach: the team is 
hosting a “Golf with the Sentinels” 
day for grades K–5 on September 
6 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
The event costs $25 to join and 
information and sign-up URLs are 
available on the Sentinels’ Facebook 
and Instagram pages. The morning 
will include short-game practice, a 
scramble with the school golfers, 
shirts for participants, and prize 
opportunities. This is a strong 
chance to get youngsters excited 
about golf and connect them with 

the high school athletes.
In the pool, the girls swim team 

faced a tough meet at Bismarck, 
falling 44-137. Dual meets against 
stronger programs can produce 
lopsided scores, but they also off er 
valuable experience for individual 
swimmers and relay units as they 
work to lower times and improve 
race strategies.

Cross country got its season 
rolling as well, with the boys’ 
team opening last week on the 
22nd. Early-season meets provide 
baseline times and a sense of where 
the program stands heading into 
conference competition. XC athletes 
typically use those fi rst races to 
build toward peak fi tness later in 
the fall.

Across all programs, the 
recurring theme has been growth 
through competition. Wins like 
the soccer victory over Jamestown 
and the football shutout show 
what the school is capable of 
when preparation and focus come 
together. Losses and tough meets, in 
tennis, swimming, and some soccer 
matchups, are already serving 
as learning labs where players 
and coaches can target specifi c 
improvements.

Community support will matter 
as much as anything. Between 

home games, meets, and the 
upcoming Golf with the Sentinels 
event on September 6, there are 
plenty of ways for families and 
neighbors to cheer the teams on and 
help create a positive environment 

for Minot North athletes. With hard 
work, smart adjustments, and the 
kind of team-fi rst mentality that 
surfaced this week, the Sentinels 
are positioned to keep growing in 
every sport.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST

Minot North Fighting for Ground

Ready to get your financial life squared 
away? We’re ready to help. Your local 
First Command Financial Advisor 
can help you integrate your military 
benefits into a personalized financial 
plan for pursuing your short and  
long-term goals.

BUILD A FUTURE 
WORTHY OF 
YOUR SERVICE

FIRST COMMAND 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1st St NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First 
Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First Command 
Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A 
financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related 
entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  S R T . C O M / 2 G I G

Minot North Football Team

Minot North vs. Minot High
COURTESY PHOTOS
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MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

jeremymork@yahoo.com

25% MILITARY DISCOUNTL
E

T
'S

 P
A

R
T
Y

COSMIC 
PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM
FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM

SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COMWWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

Welcome New MAFB District #160 
School Board Member

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL 
LIAISON PROGRAM 

Minot Air Force Base District 
#160 has a new School Board 
Member: MSgt Kyle Gahring!

MSgt Gahring is a safety 
professional dedicated to fostering 
a secure and thriving environment 
for both the workplace and 
the community. He actively 
collaborates with the Minot Magic 
City Discovery Center to promote 
hands-on learning opportunities 
for local youth and works with 
the Minot Soccer Association to 
support teamwork, leadership, 
and healthy lifestyles. Through 
his professional expertise and 
community involvement, Kyle is 
committed to building connections 
that enhance educational and 
recreational experiences for 
families in the Minot area.

We welcome MSgt Gahring to 
our District #160 Minot Air Force 

Base School Board! Our next 
MAFB School Board Meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, October 14th 
at 5:00pm in Memorial Middle 
School.

The information in this article is 
provided as a resource and does not 

constitute endorsement by Minot 
AFB, the United States Air Force, 
or the Department of Defense of the 
external website, or the information, 
products, or services contained 
therein.

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP

CALL AHEAD AND 
TAKE OUT 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Patricia Stockdill

WMAS – AN OUTDOOR OPPORTUNITY 
WITH WILDLIFE IN MIND

 North Dakota’s Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) can be 
a little slice of heaven for outdoor enthusiasts, especially in a 
state with more than 90 percent of its total acreage in private 
ownership. 
 That’s especially true as another hunting season gets 
underway. 
 The trick is that people need to remember that the N.D. 
Game and Fish Department manages those WMAs, whether 
owned in fee title or leased from another public agency such 
as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. That places the emphasis 
on wildlife, habitat, and recreation opportunities for the people 
who funded their acquisition and management – the state’s 
hunters, anglers, and trappers. 
 Wildlife, habitat, and hunting are the primary focus when 
it comes to managing WMAs. Because of that, they’re not 
managed for multi-use like other public lands such as U.S. 
Forest Service National Grasslands. 
 Regulations determining what can and can’t be done on 
WMAs by the public are guided by that principle. For example, 
paintball and the use of drones aren’t permitted on WMAs 
while it’s OK for hunters to use tree stands or blinds if properly 
identifi ed and in accordance with regulations on the length of 
time they’re in place, etc. 
 It’s OK for one or two people to ride horse but group or 
organized trail rides aren’t permitted because of the use 
conflict and environmental impact. Another issue is that 
noxious weeds can easily be spread through hay fed to horses. 
 It boils down to priority uses allowed by those footing the 
bill and avoiding conflicts with wildlife and people alike. Hiking, 
hunting, and fi shing are great to do on a WMA. WMAs also 
provide wonderful birding opportunities. 
 Flying drones, geo-caching, or moto-cross races are not. 
 Motorized vehicles are restricted to roads and established 
trail. 
 So if WMAs aren’t multi-use, it could lend people to question 
why cattle can be observed grazing on some WMAs at various 
times throughout the growing season and some WMAs. 
 That’s because cattle grazing is a management tool used 
by land managers to promote healthy grass and forbs. Just as 
mowing one’s lawn promotes more vigorous and healthy grass, 
it’s the same on native prairie. 
If cattle grazing isn’t a viable option a WMA might occasionally 
be hayed, which can also stimulate growth and reduce built-
up grass litter, providing better nesting cover for upland game 
birds as well as grassland migratory birds. 
 Camping is allowed on many WMAs but not all and there 
is a limit on the number of days. Restrictions have changed 
in recent years to help reduce impact on wildlife and the land 
as camping use skyrocketed, especially in northwestern North 
Dakota. Some WMAs had people using them as residences, 
setting up campers for year-around living. In a few extreme 
cases, game wardens found people broke up native prairie on 
WMAs and established gardens. 
 Lonetree WMA southwest of Harvey is the only WMA with 
designated camping areas, which is allowed as part of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Game and Fish 
Department and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) when the 
WMA was established. 
 The agency owns or manages about 200,000 acres of WMAs 
in almost every county in North Dakota. However, they own 

only about one-half of those with the others leased from other 
agencies, in particular of the Corps or BOR. Most of the WMAs 
leased from the Corps can be found along the Missouri River 
System. 
 The Game and Fish Department website, (gf.nd.gov) has a 
detailed list of WMA regulations pertaining to use, whether it’s 
camping, hunting, or anything in between. Click “Hunting” on 
the home page and then “Resources”, “Where to Hunt”, “Public 
Lands”, and then “State Wildlife Management Areas” for details. 
 Some WMAs have specifi c regulations, which are posted at 
the WMA entrance. 

A large sign greets people along the N.D. Game and Fish 
Department deTrobriand Wildlife Management Area near 
Garrison and Lake Sakakawea. The WMA is one of several along 
the Missouri River System through a lease agreement with the 
river’s managing agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

PATRICIA STOCKDILL PHOTO

Signs mark 
the perimeter 
and parking 
areas of N.D. 
Game and Fish 
Department 
Wildlife 
Management 
Areas with 
some having 
special 
regulations, 
which are also 
posted. More 
information 
about WMAs 
is available on 
the agency’s 
website, 
(gf.nd.gov).

PATRICIA 
STOCKDILL 

PHOTO

BEST SMOKED RIBS & 
BRISKET IN TOWN!

FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 
SCRATCH RECIPES

SPONSORED BY

NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION
417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

Civil Air Patrol Hosts 
Open House & Fly-In 

on September 9

MINOT, ND – The Civil Air Patrol 
Magic City Composite Squadron 
invites the community to attend 
their Open House & Fly-In on 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM at Minot Avfl ight, 
2400 N. Broadway.

This free event is open to adults, 
youth, and educators who want 
to learn more about the Civil Air 
Patrol’s mission, opportunities, and 
programs. Attendees can expect an 
exciting evening fi lled with hands-
on experiences and demonstrations.

Event Highlights
• STEM Activities – Explore 

science, technology, engineering, 
and math in engaging ways.

• Aircraft Displays – Get up close 
with Civil Air Patrol planes and talk 
to the pilots.

• Cadet Drill Display – Watch 
cadets showcase their skills and 
precision.

• Exhibits & Career Exploration 
– Learn about aviation, aerospace, 
and leadership opportunities.

• Flight Simulators – Experience 
what it’s like to pilot an aircraft.

• Information Sessions – Find out 
how to join Civil Air Patrol as a 
cadet, adult volunteer, or educator.

The Civil Air Patrol is the offi  cial 
civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air 
Force, with a mission of saving 
lives, supporting communities, and 
shaping the future through youth 
leadership and aerospace education.

For more information and to learn 
how to join, visit gocivilairpatrol.
com/join.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST
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CLASSIFIEDS
www.northernsentry.com | sentrysales@srt.com | 701.839.0946 | 315 S. Main Suite 202 | Minot, North Dakota

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS 

LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 

SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

HOBBY SHOP

AEROPORT HOBBY SHOP
RC Cars, RC Airplanes, Rockets, 
Trains, Plastics, Testors Paints,  

Engines & Accessories,  
Helicopters, Balsa Wood & Glues.

We Have GUNDAM!
838-1658

PET GROOMING

AUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES &  SERVICESBUSINESSES &  SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

AVAILABLE NOW! Several apts 
on North Hill available 4 rent. 2 
Bdrm + 1 bath. $625 to $895. 
Call Peggy at IPM 852-1157 or 
833-6832 (cell).

tfn

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 

tfn

RENTALS

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

NOTICE

HAVE YOU BEEN WRONGED 
BY THE 5TH BOMB WING 
PERSONNEL SECURITY OFFICE?
You are not alone. Report 
misconduct, retaliation, or abuse 
of authority confi dentially to the 
DoD IG Hotline at 1-800-424-
9098 or fi le online at http://
www.dodig.mil/hotline. Stand 
up, speak out, and ensure your 
voice is heard.

10-10

NOTICE
Minot AFB, ND – 

2Lt. Dominion Etsegbe 
from the 5th LRS has been 
appointed the Summary 

Court Offi cer (SCO) 
for the estate of  

SRA PRESTON MEDLIN, 
5TH LOGISTICS READINESS 

SQUADRON
All claims for or against the 

estate of the deceased 
must be submitted 

to the SCO.

For more information, 
please contact: 

2Lt. Dominion Etsegbe: 
DSN 453-1861

Cell 405-653-7048

SUDOKU SOLUTION
PUZZLE ON PAGE B3

PROFESSIONALS
LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ARE YOU THE ONE?
THE BRASS BAND 

OF MINOT
NEEDS TRUMPET AND 
PERCUSSION PLAYERS
We provide the instruments- 

you provide the talent! 
Only need a high school 

music profi ciency 
to get started…

Contact: Wayne Schempp
wayneschempp@yahoo.com

MINOT AFB ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY  – Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University is the world’s pre-eminent university for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, hands-on programs will prepare you for 
careers well beyond the limits of the sky. Our Worldwide Campus has been 
working with U.S. military service members since 1970, helping them to earn 
a degree while on active duty or as veterans. And we do it at more than 90 
military installations around the globe. The Embry-Riddle Minot Campus — 
located at Minot Air Force Base — offers associate, bachelor’s, and master’s 
degrees, as well as undergraduate and graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty military service member, a veteran, or a 
civilian working at or around Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle Worldwide 
is here to help you earn your college degree. A degree from Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide will help service members to become commissioned offi cers, 
will make veterans more desirable job candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians with job advancement or career changes. 
Our modes of instruction are: Online, Eaglevision Home and Eaglevision 
Classroom. For more information, please visit us in Room 223 located in the 
Base Education Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: minot@erau.edu or call 
offi ce phone: 701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – Minot State University is excited to again offer 
face-to-face classes at the  Minot Air Force Base. There is no application 
fee for active-duty military personnel. Military personnel can complete their 
Community College of the Air Force (CCAF) degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more information, contact Brigitte Mikula at 
701-727-9044 or by email at Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – Your degree, Your way. Park University is 
enrolling now. Earn your CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your Bachelor’s degree 
with PARK.  Let’s maximize your military experience! Find how many credits 
you can get from your military experience by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! Enable the Park University skill on your 
Alexa device and say “Alexa, ask Park, How many credit hours can I get 
from my military experience?” She’ll even tell you your graduation date! Minot 
AFB @ the Education Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  mino@park.edu   
PARK. YOU

TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School 
graduate, artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that 
are on display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON

Local (20 minutes north of MAFB) 
fresh grassfed & fi nished beef hamburger. 

No vaccines, no petrochemicals,
rotationally grazed. 

$7/lb. 60 lb bundle minimum. 

GROUND BEEF FOR SALE!

PLEASE CALL: 701-240-0873
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We Buy Used, Junked  
or Scrapped Vehicles
 Running/Not Running

 Call (701) 420-2003 

Dad’s Garage  
Can Tow on Base!

Supplying Calling Cards 
and Posters to 

Local Establishments

Donating the Phone 
Services for Safe Rides

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AADD)

(701) 727-2233
THURSDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAYS
09:00 PM - 03:00 AM

Available to ALL Minot AFB 

Call Safe Rides Minot AFB
Notify location and destination
State the amount of people 

 that need a ride
Give a description on an easily  

 identifiable article of clothing
Verify member’s military/

 dependent status by showing  
 identification

Supplying 
Calling Cards

Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi 
Mexico

3816 South Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.858.0777

www.mimexicominotnd.com

Pink’s 
Bar & Grill

102 128th Ave NW, Minot
Phone: 701.852-2385

FB: PinksBarGrill

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving 
Rooster

30 1st St. NE, Minot
Phone: 701.838.3030

www.starvingrooster.com

Jamaican Vybz 
Kitchen

Dakota Square Mall, Minot
Phone: 701-441-9309

FB: Jamaican Vybz Kitchen

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide
Atypical Brewery & 

Barrel Works
510 Central Ave E, Minot
Phone: 701.833.0567

FB: Atypical Brewery & Barrelworks

New B-52 Radar, Second B-21 Both Entering Flight Testing ‘Soon’
GREG HADLEY, AIR & SPACE FORCES MAGAZINE

The B-52‘s new radar will soon 
enter fl ight testing and is “turning 
a corner” after a cost overrun 
triggered a notifi cation to Congress 
and program review earlier this 
year, a top general said Aug. 27. 

Lt. Gen. Andrew J. Gebara, deputy 
chief of staff  for strategic deterrence 
and nuclear integration, also said he 
expects a second B-21 to start fl ying 
before the end of 2025, part of a 
raft of nuclear program updates he 
off ered during an event with AFA’s 
Mitchell Institute for Aerospace 
Studies.  

“I believe that we are very close to 
getting that fi rst radar to Edwards 
Air Force Base to begin fl ight test,” 
Gebara said of the B-52’s new 
hardware. “I don’t have a specifi c 
date for you today, but I believe that 
is turning a corner, and I’m very 
eager, as a former B-52 pilot, very 
eager to see that get underway.” 

The B-52 Radar Modernization 
Program, one of the central upgrades 
for the new B-52J confi guration, is 
meant to replace the long-obsolete 
and problem-prone analog AN/
APQ-166 radar with the new 
Raytheon AN/APQ-188.

In May, the Air Force confi rmed 
that the program had suff ered a 
“Nunn-McCurdy breach,” meaning 
the expected unit cost had risen 
enough to trigger the Nunn-
McCurdy Act. That law requires the 
services to tell Congress when there 
has been a “signifi cant” increase in a 
program’s cost or schedule estimate 
from its approved baseline, defi ned 
as at least 15 percent. A “critical” 
breach of cost or schedule—defi ned 
as a 25 percent increase—requires 
the Defense Department to certify 
the program as necessary for 
national security or cancel it. 

The B-52 radar breach was 
signifi cant but not critical, and 
offi  cials said they were confi dent 
it would not get worse. To that 
end, they said they were reviewing 
the scope of the program. Gebara 

confi rmed that the new radar 
may not have all the capabilities 
originally envisioned. 

“We’re buying a radar that is 
largely a F/A-18 Hornet radar with 
some small modifi cations. We did 
that intentionally because that is 
what was on the market at the time. 
It would actually cost us more if we 
asked to design a new radar,” he 
said. “Having said that, it doesn’t 
mean that we need everything on 
that radar that the Hornet has on 
it, right? We have a certain number 
of [minimum] things that we need 
to do to be able to do our B-52 
mission. And so part of the cost 
savings was looking at, what are 
those things, to make sure that 
we’re prioritizing precious dollars 
on things that we need, and not that 
are good ideas or that we want or 
the like?” 

Yet he didn’t close the door on 
those upgrades completely, noting 
that “that does give us opportunities 
for growth in the future if it comes 
to that.” 

In March, the service put out 
a request for information asking 
industry about other “modifi ed” 
radars that could be supplied 
off  the shelf to equip the B-52, 
but cautioned that it was “not a 
solicitation” and was published for 
“informational purposes only.” 

Gebara confi rmed that the Air 

Force would not be switching its 
selection. 

“I don’t believe we’re going to 
select a diff erent radar. I think 
we’re continuing with the radar 
we have, and I believe it’s going to 
be fl ying to Edwards in the short 
term,” he said. 

B-21 
Alongside the upgraded B-52, 

the new B-21 Raider is meant to 
be the backbone of the future Air 
Force bomber fl eet. On that front, 
Gebara reiterated comments last 
month from Air Force Global 
Strike Command boss Gen. Thomas 
A. Bussiere that a second B-21 is 
slated to enter fl ight testing “soon.” 

“We’ve done the initial R&D 
work; we’ve started fl ight test; I 
think we publicly stated recently 
that we believe the second aircraft 
will take to the sky soon,” Gebara 
said. “So all these things are great 
indicators of success and a program 
that’s on time, on budget, and 
producing.” 

Asked later if that means the 
second B-21 will start fl ying before 
2026, Gebara indicated it likely 
would while leaving room for 
changes. 

“I believe it will happen before 
the end of the year, but we’re not 
going to ever give them an artifi cial 
date that they have to make if it 

doesn’t bring the test program 
along to where they need to be,” 
Gebara said. “And so, you know, 
we’re going to proceed as we can, 
effi  ciently, eff ectively, and with a 
sense of urgency, but we’re also 
going to be event-based. And 
that’s really been the secret sauce 
to the B-21 right now, is no undue 
pressures. Let them do what they’re 
doing, and they’ll get us the world’s 
best aircraft here very soon.” 

Gebara also added his voice to 
the growing chorus of top generals 
and Pentagon offi  cials saying the 
B-21 program may need to expand 
beyond its current plan of 100 
airplanes.

“I believe our nuclear deterrent 
force and the program of record we 
have for it is absolutely necessary, 
but may be insuffi  cient for the 
future, based on the fact that this 
was designed in between the Cold 
War and the world we live in today,” 
he said. “ … The question, then, 
is really: if it may be insuffi  cient, 
what do we need to do to make it 
suffi  cient in the future? That’s the 
work that still has to be done.  

“And that’s more than just B-21, 
that’s across the breadth and width 
of our capabilities. B-21 numbers 

will absolutely be reliant on the 
work [U.S. Strategic Command] is 
doing on what is suffi  cient, but it’s 
important to remember this is also 
the backbone of our conventional 
force. And so we aren’t building out 
B-21 numbers only for our triad. 
We’re also building it out for our 
long-range strike capability. And so 
all that will go into it.” 

Yet while others have called for 
specifi c totals like 145 B-21s, Gebara 
did not say how many bombers he 
thinks are needed, or even a timeline 
for when that decision will be made. 
While Congress added billions of 
dollars in reconciliation funding to 
accelerate B-21 production, he said 
it will take time to add that capacity. 

“Largely the number of B-21s 
that can come out in the early years 
is what it is until we get that work 
done,” he said. “So the decision on, 
is it greater than 100, is it 145, is 
it some other number? That’s not 
really going to be aff ected if we 
made that decision today, it really 
doesn’t aff ect for several more 
years. And so I, like you, I’m eager 
to fi nd out what that number is. 
But the reality is that’s going to be 
something that’s worked for a long 
time.” 
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A Spine-Tingling Start: 
Mouse River Players Open Season 
with The Haunting of Hill House

Join Mouse River Players 
Community Theater for the start 
of our 2025-2026 season as we 
present The Haunting of Hill House, 
September 19 – 21 and 26 – 28.  
Friday and Saturday performances 
start at 7:30pm and Sunday 
performances start at 2:00pm.  The 
box offi  ce will open one hour prior 
to show start time and the doors to 
the theater will open 30 minutes 
prior to show time.  

 The Haunting of Hill House is 
adapted for the stage by F. Andrew 
Leslie from the novel of the same 
name by Shirley Jackson.  The 
menacing manor home is remotely 
located and shunned by all who 
know its forbidding and sinister 
reputation.  The desolation of 
the house is interrupted by Dr. 
Montague, played by Michael 
Merchant, and his team of 
researchers who are trying to study 
the supernatural phenomena that 
has given Hill House its reputation.  
The doctor has invited Eleanor 
and Theodora, played by Wardah 
Husain and Nicole Swain to join 
his research team. Both have past 
histories of paranormal experiences. 
The third participant, played by 
Dorian Garland, is Luke Sanderson, 
the current owner’s nephew who 
was sent to monitor the team and 
assist the investigation.  As the team 
members arrive, they are greeted by 
the grumbling housekeeper Mrs. 
Dudley, played by Amy Jenkins, 
who only performs the tasks she 
has agreed to do and does not 
remain at the house after dark. 
Isolated from the outside world, the 
cast of characters try to discover the 
forces which Hill House commands.  

The team exchange jovial 
introductions to break the tension 
and fi nd camaraderie and trust 
in each other but Hill House soon 
puts their sensibilities to the test. 
The eeriness of Hill House is felt 
almost immediately by each of 
the researchers, leaving them with 
uneasiness and curiosity about the 
house’s past and the mysterious 

tower which doesn’t seem to fi t into 
the architecture.   As they struggle 
to disguise their mounting fears 
they are joined by Dr. Montague’s 
wife, played by Dalyce Leslie and 
her companion, Arthur Parker, 
played by Connor Donovan, who 
have come to Hill House with 
strategies of their own.  They too 
are enhralled by the supernatural, 
but their approach is via direct 
communication with the departed 
spirits—a type of psychic research 
which is regarded skeptically by Dr. 
Montague and which, as subsequent 
events bear out, brings on a crisis in 
which the evil forces of Hill House 
are impelled to a new and, for one 
of those present, fatal fury.

Tim Knickerbocker is directing 
his fourth production at Mouse 
River Players.  He has always 
enjoyed a good psychological 
drama, and Hill House was the 

perfect fi t to explore the genre.  Tim 
says, “while there have been several 
adaptations of the story in movies 
and TV shows over time, few have 
followed the original novel’s focus 
on psychological suspense in the 
audience’s’ minds.”  During Tim’s 
23 years volunteering with MRP, the 
theater has not explored this type of 
drama and he thought it was time 
to give our patrons a chance to “get 
a little nervous.”  “I would hesitate,” 
says Tim, “to bring children under 
the age of 13 to see the show unless 
they have a strong constitution and 
don’t mind getting scared.”

Tickets are on sale now at www.
mouseriverplayers.com or on show 
dates at the box offi  ce.  Prices 
are $15.00 for general admission, 
$13.00 for students, military, and 
seniors, and $10 for children twelve 
and under. Reserve now to begin 
your spooky fall season.

Actors from Mouse River Players rehearse a scene for The Haunting of Hill 
House, the opening production of the 2025-2026 season. The chilling play 
takes the stage this month at the community theater in Minot.
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