
Only The BEST Come North!

Minot AFB Videos

WWW.MINOT.AF.MIL
CONTACT MINOT AFB PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

701.723.6212 • V35BW.PA@US.AF.MIL Minot Air Force Base

HOME OF THE GLOBAL STRIKER

91ST MISSILE WING
DECEMBER

SQUADRON
OF THE 
MONTH

742ND MISSILE
SQUADRON

5th Security Forces Airmen pose with Mr. & Mrs. Claus during Team Minot’s Frostival at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, Dec. 6, 2025. Events such as these strengthen community bonds and 
provide Airmen with a sense of connection and holiday cheer. See more event photos on page A2.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK

SQUADRON 
OF THE MONTH

742ND MISSILE 
SQUADRON 

WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

DECEMBER 17-20
FIRST DRINK 

FREE!
(alcoholic or non-alcoholic)

With Military ID

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu  
4:00pm - 1:00am

Fri/Sat  
4:00pm - 2:00am

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot, ND

HOURS MILITARY APPRECIATION DAYDECEMBER 19FIRST DRINK FREE!(ALCOHOLIC OR NON-ALCOHOLIC)WITH MILITARY ID

PULLTAB HAPPY HOUR
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 4:00pm-6:00pm

$6 HAMM’S & GRILLED CHEESE
Tuesday, December 16 at 4:00pm

TRIVIA NIGHT
Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00pm

FREE NACHOS
Thursday, December 18 at 4:00pm-close

SEVERIO MANCIERI & LUKE HENDRICKSON - LIVE MUSIC
Thursday, December 18 at 8:00pm

RISHA BERGSTROM - LIVE MUSIC
Saturday, December 20 at 8:00pm

FULL LINE HOBBY SHOP
RC Airplanes, Monster Trucks- 
Cars, Boats, Rockets & Kites

HO/N Scale Trains (Lionel & more)
Plastic Models ie. GUNDAM & Much More 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
2112 North Broadway

701-838-1658

Bring your racing fantasy to  
life with the legendary  

Dale Earnhardt Jr. No. 8 
Budweiser and No. 3 GM  
Goodwrench RC racecars  

joining the 2025 NASCAR lineup!

HOURS: Mon-Sat 
2112 North Bro

701-838-16

joi

THE ULTIMATE NASCAR FANTASY

NOW IN STOCK!

TEAM MINOT CELEBRATES THE MINOT 
AIR FORCE BASE CHRISTMAS TREE 
LIGHTING CEREMONY

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN ALYSSA BANKSTON

Families build 
ornaments during 
Team Minot’s 
Frostival at 
Minot Air Force 
Base, North 
Dakota, Dec. 6, 
2025. Families 
participated in a 
variety of games 
and activities, 
including a visit 
from Mr. & Mrs. 
Claus. 

Families play 
together during 
Team Minot’s 
Frostival at 
Minot Air Force 
Base, North 
Dakota, Dec. 6, 
2025. Families 
participated in a 
variety of games 
and activities, 
including a visit 
from Mr. & Mrs. 
Claus. 

U.S. Air Force Col. Jimmy Schlabach, 91st Missile Wing 
commander (left), and U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse W. 
Lamarand, 5th Bomb Wing commander (right), address 
Team Minot during the Minot Air Force Base Christmas 
Tree Lighting at Minot AFB, North Dakota, Dec. 6, 2025. 
Ceremonies such as these strengthen community bonds 
and provide Airmen with a sense of connection and 
holiday cheer. 

Santa waves to Team Minot as the Christmas tree is lit 
during the Minot Air Force Base Christmas Tree Lighting at 
Minot AFB, North Dakota, Dec. 6, 2025. Ceremonies such 
as these strengthen community bonds and provide Airmen 
with a sense of connection and holiday cheer. 
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304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*

RULES AND REGULATIONS:

HOW TO ENTER

This opportunity is too good to pass up! 
Send us your winter photos now through February 28, 2026.

GRAND PRIZE
FAMILY 5-PACK* TO 

BOTTINEAU WINTER PARK! CANVAS PRINT FROM 
RAINBOW PHOTO LABS

SECONDARY 
PRIZES

The Canadian Pacifi c Kansas City 
(CPKC) Holiday Train is rolling 
into Minot this holiday season! 
Now in its 27th year, the brightly 
lit train brings live music, holiday 
cheer, and community giving to 
towns across Canada and the U.S.
This festive event raises money and 
food donations for local food banks, 
helping families in need during the 
holidays. Since it began in 1999, 
the Holiday Train has collected 
over $26 million and 5.4 million 
pounds of food for communities 
along its route.

MINOT STOP DETAILS
Date: Wednesday, 
December 18, 2025
Time: 6:45–7:15 p.m.
Location: 10 Main Street North, 

downtown Minot (near the Depot)
Performers: Lanco and Tiera 
Kennedy

The event is free, but everyone is 
encouraged to bring a monetary or 
non-perishable food donation for 
the local food bank.

ABOUT THE HOLIDAY 
TRAIN

This year’s Holiday Train will 
feature 196 live music shows across 
six provinces and 13 U.S. states. 
Thirteen new communities will 
welcome the train for the fi rst time.

A new light display will also 
honor the legacy of “Rudy” and 
the retired Kansas City Southern 
Holiday Express, which served the 
U.S. South for nearly 25 years.
CAN’T MAKE IT 
DOWNTOWN?

If you can’t attend in person, you 
can watch the show live online on 
Facebook, YouTube, or at cpkcr.

com/holidaytrain
DON’T MISS THE MAGIC!

Whether you’re new to Minot 
or a lifelong resident, the CPKC 
Holiday Train is a must-see 
holiday tradition. Bundle up, 
bring your family, and enjoy this 
joyful evening of lights, music, and 
community giving.

A True Northern Tradition:
CPKC Holiday Train 

Coming to Minot Dec. 18!

The 2025 CPKC Holiday Train will tour Canada and the U.S. Nov. 19 through 
Dec. 21, raising money, food and awareness to support food banks across 
our network. Professional musicians play free concerts from the brightly 
decorated train’s stage. CPKC donates to the local food bank at each stop and 
encourages all attendees to make a monetary or heart-healthy food donation.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY PHOTO
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The Air and Space Forces 
Association has always been very 
supportive of the Civil Air Patrol. 
When I told someone that I had 
made arrangements for the CAP 
color guard to present the colors 
and lead the Pledge of Allegiance at 
a recent Military Aff airs Committee 
meeting, my friend replied “Hey, 
that’s great. You’re building the 
bench.” 

  I hadn’t thought of the Civil 
Air Patrol cadets as a feeder 
program for the U.S. Air Force, 
and in general the Civil Air Patrol 
is not an offi  cial recruitment agency 
for the USAF, but at the Air Force 
Academy 10% of all incoming Air 
Force Academy Cadets have had 
Civil Air Patrol experience. When 
you think of it in reverse, our 
Minot cadets have a good chance of 
being nominated for the Air Force 
Academy. 

  Right now, there are over 
28,000 CAP cadets between the 
ages of 12 & 17. At a recent AFA 
convention that I attended there 
was a seminar on keeping your 
local CAP squadron strong. Of 
course there are many adults 
involved in the Civil Air Patrol, but 
much of the seminar was focused 
on giving the CAP cadets a positive 
experience and thus keeping them 
on track to look at an Air Force, or 
even other military branch, career. 

  So, thank you to Zeke 
Hoverson, Emma Slocum, Jeanie 
Dehaan and Isaac Sager for their 

help in the presentation of colors 
at the December 4th Military Aff airs 
Committee meeting. 
 OPERATION HOMEBOUND

  There are so many songs about 
going home for the holidays and 
over my younger years when I was 
not able to return home that fi rst 
year away from home, it gave me an 
empty feeling. There are so many 
fi rst term Airmen at Minot Air 
Force Base that are in that situation 
this year. Operation Homebound 
may be holiday focused when 
it comes to sending a number of 
these Airmen home, but the eff orts 
of the Minot Chamber/EDC is a 365 
day a year challenge. Right after 
the holiday season eff orts turn to 
the Prairie Warrior Auction. Some 
of the proceeds from the PWA go 
directly to Operation Homebound. 
It’s a great start to fund raising 
for Operation Homebound, but it 
takes a lot more events, like the 
December 4th Day of Giving from 
Qdoba and Jersey Mike’s to keep 
the momentum going. Can’t say 
“thank you” enough to the folks 

who took the time to purchase their 
lunches or dinners that day because 
100% of the sales went straight to 
Operation Homebound. 

  Last year I had the opportunity 
to interview on of the young Airmen 
who had been given a plane ticket 
home. It was quite the occasion as 
she stepped off  the plane into the 
waiting arms of her family. Not only 
her family welcomed her home, but 
everywhere she went folks would 
give her a hug and thank her for 
her service. So, what were the fi nal 
results of her trip home last year? 
“I plan to do everything I can to 
give someone else a chance to go 
home this year.” 

  Suppose that you are a parent 
of a young person who joined the 
Air Force and was stationed at a 
base far from Minot. One day your 
Airmen sends you a text so excited 
about the community where she 
is based raising enough money to 
pay for her airline fl ight home to 
Minot. What would your thoughts 
be about that community? Probably 
something like “now there’s a 

community that cares!” Enough 
said…
SKI, TUBE, SNOWBOARD!!!

  Bottineau Winter Park is open 
for the season! Today (Friday), they 
will be open until 9 PM for night 
skiing. Haven’t skied before? The 
have lessons, and rental equipment 
and most of all encouragement. 
Check out their Facebook page 
for hours of operation and snow 
conditions. Remember, the weather 
is a lot diff erent in the Turtle 
Mountains, so make your plans for 
a family or group trip today!
TODAY’S CHUCKLE

  People with kids know necessity 
is the mother of intervention.
ONE OF THOSE MOMENTS

  I was standing next to the 
sled near the Downtown Minot 
Christmas Tree when a young man 
stepped out of the crowd and said 
“I suppose that Santa waits until 
Christmas Eve to come and get 
his sled? And then he brings the 
reindeer.” 
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News delivered straight to your inbox

Baseball season has long passed 
since the Los Angeles Dodgers won 
the World Series, but here is a North 
Dakota baseball story that doesn’t 
really need a season to be told. 

Die hard baseball fans in North 
Dakota who are now retired might 
remember this, but I’m guessing 
most of us won’t. I’ve been 
following baseball my entire life, 
played 11 years, coached two years 
and was an umpire for two years. 
However, I hadn’t heard of this 
story until a couple of weeks ago 
as I was looking for professional 

athletes from North Dakota.
In the 1950s Williston had a 

Minor League team called the 
Oilers. From 1954-57, they played 
in the Man-Dak League, which 
consisted of teams from North 
Dakota and Manitoba. It was a 
four-team league that included the 
Brandon Greys, the Minot Mallards 
and the Carmen Cardinals. In 1955 
the Bismarck Barons and Dickinson 
Packers joined the league.

The Oilers had a mediocre team, 
but in 1955, they made the playoff s, 
but were defeated in round 1 by the 
Bismarck Barons. 

A year later, things began to 
change in a big way. The Oilers won 
the Man-Dak pennant and went on 
to defeat Dickinson in the league 
championship. 

Unfortunately, after the 1957 
season, the entire league folded so 
the Oilers were left without a league 
to play in, at least for the short term.

In 1958, the team moved up a 
notch, however, joining the Western 
Canada Baseball League. So rather 
than small towns like Carmen and 
Dickinson, the Oilers were now 
matched up against teams from 
Edmonton, Moose Jaw, Regina, 
Lloydminster/North Battleford and 

Saskatoon.
And despite having an even won-

loss record in 1957, the Oilers went 
on to win the 1958 championship 
despite the competition being much 
stiff er than than it was in the Man-
Dak League. 

They did it with two players who 
would later join the Major Leagues. 
Yes, it takes at least nine players to 
have a baseball team, but these two 
players; Jerry Adair and Bill Heath, 
led the Oilers to the championship 
over the Lloydminster-North 
Battleford Combines.

Adair, who grew up in Oklahoma, 
played shortstop but pitched on 
occasion. He made three starts on 
the mound, which were all complete 
games. At shortstop, he hit .444 in 
14 playoff  games with four home 
runs and six doubles. 

Immediately after the 1958 season 
ended on Aug. 30, 1958, Adair 
signed a Major League contract with 
the Baltimore Orioles and made his 
big league debut Sept. 2.

Heath, who grew up in Modesto, 
Calif., had a .370 batting average 
which helped the Oilers to the 
league title. A year later in 1959, 
his batting average was .321 for the 
Edmonton Eskimos. 

By 1965, Heath was signed with 
the Chicago White Sox and would 
later play for the Detroit Tigers, 
Chicago Cubs and Houston Astros. 

We often hear stories about Roger 
Maris, who played high school 
baseball at Fargo Shanley and went 
on to set a Major League record 
61 home runs for the New York 
Yankees in 1961. We also get plenty 
of news about Phil Jackson, who 
grew up in Williston and probably 
attended some of the Williston 
Oilers games as a teenager. Jackson 
was a standout for the New York 
Knicks and New Jersey Nets and 
really became famous as head coach 
of the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Maris and Jackson deserve all the 
accolades because of their highly 
successful careers. But not as well 
known, are Adair and Heath, who 
also made their mark on Major 
League baseball, getting their 
start at Ardean Aafedt Stadium in 
Williston, which is still in use today 
and has hosted three Babe Ruth 
World Series.’ 

In all, there were 40 players either 
from North Dakota, or who played 
in North Dakota in the 1950s, who 
went on to play in Major League 
baseball. 

Williston wins ’58 Canadian championship

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER

Building The Bench

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE

ROD WILSON

C/CMSgt Emma Slocum, C/SrA Jeanie Dehan, C/
TSgt Isaac Sager and C/2nd Lt Zeke Hoverson lead the 
Military Affairs Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Neighborhood 
2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

SELECTED NOMINEES RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S GIFT CARD
EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM  INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO AND THE REASON THEY ARE A NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

NOMINATE A

Civil Air Patrol Cadets advance the colors at the Military 
Affairs Committee meeting
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In a world already full of stuff, I 
can feel overwhelmed at this time 
of year. I love giving gifts. I truly 
do. But as winter settles in and 
we spend more time indoors, the 
thought of bringing more things 
into a house that already feels a 
little full can be stressful. More 
stuff means more decisions, more 
piles, more visual clutter—and for 
me, that often translates into more 
mental clutter, too.

Somewhere between November 
and December, I usually find myself 
craving gifts that don’t need a 
storage bin, a shelf, or a dedicated 
place in the closet. Gifts with 
meaning. Gifts that actually do 
something. Which is why this year, 
I’ve been thinking a lot about the 
idea of giving the gift of wellness.

Not in the generic “here’s a 
gift card, go buy something you 
want” sense—but in a thoughtful, 
intentional way. Something that 
says, I want you to feel good in 2026, 
not just unwrap something for 
unwrapping’s sake.

When I started a treatment 
plan at Cornerstone Chiropractic 
back in January, I didn’t fully 
realize what a gift I was giving 
myself. I went in hoping to address 
some longstanding issues, but 
what surprised me was how much 
better I could feel overall. Not 
just more mobile and less stiff, but 
more capable of showing up to my 
everyday life without constantly 
thinking about what hurt. I became 
more present, less limited.

That’s when it clicked for me: 
this is the kind of gift that lasts far 
longer than the holidays.

At Cornerstone, chiropractic 
care is more than just adjustments. 
They offer therapies like 
SoftWave, FX laser, hyperbaric 

oxygen therapy, and infrared 
therapy—tools that support 
healing, reduce inflammation, 
and help bodies function better. 
These are treatments many people 
wouldn’t think to ask for, but once 
they experience them, many 
people find they make a noticeable 
difference.

And that’s exactly why wellness 
makes such a meaningful gift—
especially for the hard-to-buy-for 
people in your life. The ones who 
already have what they need. The 
ones who don’t want more things. 
The ones who prioritize everyone 
else, but sometimes let their own 
self-care slip through the cracks.

Gifting a wellness service says, 
I see you. I care about how you feel.

It’s also practical. Winter is 
notoriously hard on our bodies. 
We’re less active, more tense, 
more indoors. Old injuries speak up 
louder this time of year. Preventive 
care and supportive therapies can 
make a noticeable difference—not 
just physically, but emotionally.

And Cornerstone doesn’t have 
to stand alone in that idea. There 
are plenty of thoughtful ways to 
give the gift of health and well-
being this season. A massage or spa 
treatment that encourages rest. A 
fresh haircut or salon appointment 
that makes someone feel like 
themselves again. A membership 
to a gym, yoga studio, or Minot’s 
indoor tennis facilities—perfect 
for staying active through the 
long winter months (and maybe 
even trying something new like 
pickleball).

What all of these have in 
common is that they prioritize 
how someone feels, not what they 
accumulate.

We often think meaningful 

gifts need to be big or flashy. But 
sometimes the most impactful 
gifts are the ones that support 
someone’s day-to-day life long 
after the wrapping paper is gone. 
Gifts that help people move, 
breathe, rest, and heal better.

And yes—while this idea works 
beautifully for giving, it also comes 
with an important reminder: 
you’re allowed to give this gift to 
yourself. The holidays are a natural 
time to reflect, reset, and invest in 
the year ahead. Choosing wellness 
for yourself isn’t indulgent. It’s 
sustaining.

As we head deeper into winter 
and the season of giving ramps 
up, I’m encouraging myself—and 
maybe you, too—to think outside 
the box this year. Beyond the usual 
lists. Beyond the aisles of things. 
Toward gifts that last.

Because in a season already full 
of excess, choosing health, care, 
and well-being might be the most 
generous gift of all.

For more encouragement and 
reflections on life in North Dakota, 
find me at amyallender.com or 
on Facebook and Instagram @
HeyMinot.

AMY ALLENDER

Dr. Matthew Hanson Dr. William Fielhaber  Dr. Benjamin Whitten

1515 24TH AVE SW, MINOT, ND 58701

(701) 852-2800
YOURCORNERSTONECHIRO.COM

Map Out The Road To Good Health

The gift of wellness

MINOT FAMILIES CELEBRATE THE 
HOLIDAY SEASON AT THE NORTH 
POLL STROLL

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS VINCENT PADILLA

The Defender 
Dome is 
decorated 
for the North 
Poll Stroll at 
Minot Air Force 
Base, North 
Dakota, Dec. 
6, 2025. The 
North Poll Stroll 
is an event 
where families 
celebrate the 
holiday season 
with arts and 
crafts, food 
and games. 

Airmen 
assigned to the 
54th Helicopter 
Squadron fl y 
over Minot Air 
Force Base 
during North 
Poll Stroll, Dec. 
6, 2025. The 
North Poll Stroll 
is a 91st Missile 
Wing event 
organized by 
different units 
on base to 
unify families 
during the 
holidays

A child 
interacts 
with holiday 
characters 
at the North 
Poll Stroll at 
Minot Air Force 
Base, North 
Dakota, Dec. 
6, 2025. The 
North Poll Stroll 
celebrates the 
holiday season 
with arts and 
crafts, food 
and games for 
families.
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Pick your favorite, stream with  
SRT Fiber, and you could score a  
big screen!

Smart shopping this holiday season 
starts with SRT Fiber.

Some restrictions may apply. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. See srt.com/legal for contest rules.

Sports? 
Holiday classics? 
Hallmark movies?

SRT.COM/HOL IDAYSTREAMING

Sign up for 
any Internet 
package by  
December 17  
for a chance to 
win a 65-inch 
smart TV!

Mention Minot Air Force Base in 
a room full of military families and 
you’ll witness something dramatic: 
widened eyes, sympathetic pats on 
the back, and at least one person 
whispering, “Oh no… not Minot.” 
It’s practically tradition. In fact, 
ask around and 99% of service 
members or spouses will admit 
that when they got the orders, 
Minot wasn’t exactly their dream 
destination. But is this northern 
base really as apocalyptic as the 
online horror stories claim?

According to long-timers, 
newcomers, and the brave souls who 
have lived to tell the tale, Minot is a 
whole mixed bag of extreme, good, 
bad, pretty, ugly, freezing, sunny, 
and surprisingly lovable. And as it 
turns out, most of the loudest critics 
have never stepped foot anywhere 
near it.

So “Why Not Minot?” Minot’s 
reputation precedes it like a blizzard 
rolling over the prairie. New Airmen 
scroll through social media only to 
fi nd comments like, “Anywhere but 
Minot!” and “Oh that’s horrible, 
you got Minot?” Meanwhile, the 

commenters themselves? Many 
have never been within 500 miles 
of North Dakota.

Yes, Minot is geographically 
isolated for mission-critical reasons. 
Yes, the winters are long, sometimes 
really long and yes, you may see 
snowfl akes in September fl oating 
down with a smug little fl ourish. 
And yes, -40 degrees is exactly as 
cold as it sounds.

But here’s the part nobody talks 
about: Minot also blooms. Literally. 
Come summer, the city explodes 
with sunfl owers, golf swings, 
fi shing trips, and sunsets that don’t 
clock out until after 10 p.m. It’s 
disorienting, but in the best kind of 
way. One minute you’re getting off  
work, and the next you’re squeezing 
in another fi ve hours of daylight.

For many military families, 
especially those coming from 
diverse backgrounds, the toughest 
adjustment isn’t the cold, it’s the 
change in culture and cuisine. 
Foods you’re used to might not 
exist here. Some families fi nd 
themselves ordering ingredients 
online or asking relatives to ship 

comfort snacks from home.
Locals will proudly tell 

newcomers, “There are plenty of 
Mexican restaurants!” Whether 
they’re good depends on where you 
come from. Let’s just say taste buds 
vary by zip code.

I always joke that my husband 
brought me to Minot to domesticate 
me, because I went from happily 
eating out at our previous bases to 
becoming a full-blown home chef. 
Culinary evolution, a Minot side 
eff ect no one warns you about.

There’s no sugarcoating it, 
winter hits hard. Some folks work 
outdoors and face the bitter cold 
head-on, but the upside? There’s 
always something good to look 
forward to. Cozy nights, Northern 
lights, and the unbeatable sense of 
accomplishment that comes with 
simply surviving February. On 
those days when the cold weather 
is tolerable, get your snow gear 
on and hit the slopes, maybe even 
learn how to ski or snowboard if 
you have never had the chance to 
experience it before.  

Travel can also be pricey when 

The Base Everyone Loves to Hate
NATALY ZARRELLA, NORTHERN SENTRY

Yellow Stone is a great place to visit while stationed at Minot AFB. Image 
shared by Janie Maitland (Aug 2025)
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fl ying directly out of Minot, but 
seasoned travelers know the trick, 
drive to Bismarck or Minneapolis 
and save a small fortune. Not 
glamorous, but eff ective.

Then there is the unexpected, 
good stuff . Here’s the part that 
surprises almost everyone, Minot 
can be an incredible launching 
point for adventure. This may be 
the only time many families live in 
this part of the country, and those 
who take advantage of it discover a 
goldmine of road trips. One couple 
created a national parks bucket list 
when they arrived and thanks to 
Minot’s unique work schedules, 
they checked off  more sites in 
two years than they had in the 

previous time together. Some travel 
to Canada since it’s only 45 mins 
north of the base.

And with fewer distractions, no 
big beaches, little nightlife, and 
no temptation of city chaos many 
Airmen fi nd time to focus on school, 
hobbies, and personal goals. Minot 
becomes their “productivity era”.

Behind the jokes and the cold-
weather memes lies the truth: 
Minot AFB plays a huge role in the 
nation’s strategic defense. Service 
members stationed here carry 
immense responsibility, and their 
families keep the home front strong, 
so the mission stays on track.

But the real magic? The 
community. People build friendships 

here, deep ones. If you’ve got a 
hobby, there’s a club. If you show up 
to an event, someone will welcome 
you. The key is simple: don’t isolate 
yourself. Even if it’s -20 and you’d 
rather burrito yourself in blankets, 
grab your wallet (or purse), head 
to the event, and meet people who 
are navigating Minot life just like 
you. One local shared, “making an 
eff ort to be part of the community is 
important, also my best advice is to 
save all those bench worthy shows 
you’ve been wanting to watch for 
those cold days in February, when 
you can snuggle up and enjoy a 
warm drink”. 

Love It or Hate It, Minot Moves 
You. Minot isn’t forever for most 

military families. Some can’t wait 
to leave, while others leave and fi nd 
themselves unexpectedly missing it, 
the slow pace, the sunsets, the tight-
knit friendships.

So, if someone gets orders to 
Minot, should they cry? Should they 
panic? Should they start Googling 
“how to survive -40°F”?

Maybe. But more importantly, 
they should keep an open mind. 
Minot might be the good, the bad, 
the pretty, and the ugly but it might 
also be the place they grow the 
most.

And hey, sunsets at 10 p.m. aren’t 
so bad.

Snow blizzard April 2022 (images shared by members of Minot AFB)Our military kids embrace and adapt to Minot just like 
adults. Alina Ransome daughter of MSgt Shawn and 
Kacie Ransome as the fi rst varsity cheer captain for Minot 
North High School.

“One of the best things I’ve seen 
here! Been here about a year!” - 
Taylor White

Morgan Evans and her best friend Beth who meet while 
stationed at Minot AFB light hunting and capturing the 
beauty of North Dakota.
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Editor’s Note: 
George Masters was stationed at 

Minot AFB, and was also a civilian 
employee. He is currently Vice President 
of the Air and Space Forces Association 
chapter in Minot.

In April, 2015, I got a call from 
my buddy in Bismarck, that he 
was buying a car and in the back 
corner of the building was a Ford 
“Country Squire” Woodie wagon.  
He said that it was a really unique 
car and it would be fun to build.  
Of course I bought it.   I had it 
towed to a yard in Bismarck where 
I could pick it up.  The Woodie was 
not really too rusty, but there was 
not one piece of wood on the body.  
NOTE:  Back in the late 40’s, steel 
was more precious than wood, so 
the steel frames were covered with 
wood.  With truck and trailer in tow, 
I went South from Minot to load 
this gem.  It was such a gem, that 
it was placed on my fl atbed with a 
fork-lift!   Let the fun begin!

I decided that for this car, I was 
going to pull out ‘all the stops’!  
I ordered a custom built chassis 
from the Art Morrison company 
in Washington.  When it arrived, I 
really didn’t know where to start.  
My motto is:  Know your limits.  
This was about to reach mine.  
Anyway, I found a body man that 
could start the work.  Since I had 
a body rotisserie we bolted this 
body to it where that work can get 

started.  While the body work was 
in progress, I had another crew 
start the chassis and work with 
the welding that would be needed.  
It came with a rear end housing 
and axles and 3rd member, front 
suspension, and front spindles.  
From there, we had to weld body 
mounting supports and exhaust 
hangers and lots more.  But with 
the experts that I selected, we got 
all the welding completed and then 
I had the new frame powder coated.  
(chassis black would be fi ne).  The 
wheels:  Well, I wanted a stock 
looking car when I was done, so I 
had a custom wheel set built out 
in California.  When I got them, I 
had them powder coated red and I 
got some Z-rated radial white-wall 
tires.  I had the rims built so that 
stock ’51 Ford hub caps would fi t 
on them.  I had in mind the ‘look’ 
that I wanted.  Wilwood 4 wheel 

Woodie Comes 
Home to Minot

GEORGE MASTERS, PRESIDENT, 
DAKOTA CRUISERS CAR CLUB, MINOT

The Woodie crossed the stage at Barrett Jackson twice. Once when George sold it, and once when he bought it back.

Interior shot
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Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi Mexico
3816 South Broadway, Minot

Phone: 701.858.0777
www.mimexicominotnd.com

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving Rooster
30 1st St. NE, Minot

Phone: 701.838.3030
www.starvingrooster.com

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide

Do Eat Asian Cuisine 
All You Can Eat 

2400 10th Street Southwest, #522, Minot
Phone: 701.837.9999

www.doeatasiancuisine.com

Call Rod to Get Your Business Listed Here 701.839.0946 
Supplying Calling Cards 

and Posters to 
Local Establishments

Donating the Phone 
Services for Safe Rides

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AADD)

(701) 727-2233
THURSDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAYS
09:00 PM - 03:00 AM

Available to ALL Minot AFB 

Call Safe Rides Minot AFB
Notify location and destination
State the amount of people 

 that need a ride
Give a description on an easily  

 identifiable article of clothing
Verify member’s military/

 dependent status by showing  
 identification

Supplying 
Calling Cards

Dakota
Hope
Clinic

dakotahope.org
315 S Main St #205
Minot, ND 
Client Line: 701-852-4673

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 

disc brakes would be a must for the 
stopping this car.  Next:  Well, what 
engine and transmission would 
move this down the road.  I had 
a company in Florida build an 408 
Cubic Inch engine for me.  It was 
built specifi cally for me with just 
under 450 horsepower.  Bowler 
transmissions are strong enough to 
handle the power of this automobile.  
Motor mounts were welded and 
the engine and transmission were 
then mounted onto the chassis.  
Driveshaft—well, that had to be 
custom built and installed.  So, 
now the drive-train was all done.  
The body work was started but 
not moving along as I had wanted, 
so, we decided to mount it on the 
rolling chassis and move it to my 
buddies in Lake Park, MN where 
they took over the project. 

Now, while the above work was 
being done, what about the new 
wood?   I shopped around a bit 
and settled in on a company in 
Washington state that is the top-of-
the-line builder of this wood.   I 
made the order knowing it would 
take about 6 months to get fi nished 
and delivered.  That timing was just 
right, as it turned out.

Now the car is in MN and the 
body work was under way, but one 
of the toughest decisions to make on 
a build of this sort, is:  what color 
do I pick?  It was winter in ND, 
and we were moving some of the 
club members cars into storage and 
this 2015 Camaro came in.  It was 
the most beautiful ‘Forest Green’ 
color that I picked this as the vehicle 
color.

The wood arrives in a raw state, 
all crated up.  The car is in primer, 
and ready for painting.  But, the 
wood has to be custom ‘fi t’ to this 
body.  All of the pieces had to be 
slightly cut, sanded and aligned to 
this body.  The wood, by the way, 
is oak and mahogany.  So its placed 
on the car, fi t as well as possible, 
then removed.  The wood has to be 
stained and varnished.  As that is 
getting done, the car gets painted.  
The paint is cut and buff ed and 
now the wood is dry and ready 
to get installed on the car for the 
fi nal time.  All the wood is held on 
the car with stainless ‘blind bolts).  

The heads are polished for the 
look outside, but held on by screws 
that get installed inside and then 
covered.  

You might think that the car is 
done, but this is only one major 
portion of the project.  It has to be 
wired, a nice stereo system has to 
be installed, the interior has to get 
picked out, designed, assembled and 
installed.  An upholstery shop in MN 
designed and installed the custom 
leather interior including high 
end carpet, leather seat material, a 
headliner that is extremely diffi  cult 
to install and custom dash work.  It 
might be noted, that the ‘woodie’ 
dashes are a diff erent width than 
the regular 1951 Ford automobiles.  
Thus everything has to be build and 
designed around that width and 
unique feature.

I called another woodie expert and 
asked the question about getting all 
the trim re-chromed:  How do you 
get, for instance, the tailgate hinges 
nicely chromed around the rivets 
and smaller areas?  He told me to do 
it right, you have to take everything 
apart and get it separately chromed 
and then get new rivets and 
reinstall.  So that’s what I did. The 
little details on this car will really 
never be realized unless they are 
pointed out.  

So, we move forward to 2017.  
The car is all done (are they ever 
done) and I’m ready to show it at 
some shows in ND.  I hit  Fargo, 
Grand Forks, Jamestown, Bismarck, 

Williston, Minot,  Dickinson, and 
the Majestics Show in Regina, 
SASK. It took some Peoples Choice, 
Top Ten, Best of Show and other 
specifi c awards such as Best Interior.  
I showed it for 3 to 4 years, and 
for some dumb reason, I decided 
to sell it at the Barrett- Jackson in 
Scottsdale, AZ.  So it was hauled 
there in Oct of ’20 for the sale in 
January of ’21.  It sold to a defense 
contractor out of Michigan.  

Fast forward to September 
’25.  I got a call from one of my 
friends that “MY WOODIE” was 
going across the block at Barrett-
Jackson in Scottsdale this October!  
WOW!   So now the decision for 
me to make---do I want it back?  
I called another buddy and found 
out that he was going to be there 
and would be willing to buy it for 
me and store it for me until I could 
make arrangements to get it back 
HOME!  Long story short, with his 
help, I won the high bid and it has 
been delivered back to me in Minot.  
I called the seller, who by the way 
was the same guy that had bought it 
from me, and I asked him if he had 
done any improving to the car.  He 
told me that he put a new battery 
in it, changed the oil and put fresh 
gas in it.  He said he never drove 
it!!   WOW!

So, in summary, I have it back.  I 
have it on display, and I probably 
will start showing it this winter 
around “THE TOWN”.

George Master’s Ford “Country Squire” Wagon
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  $2 off All Apps
  $3 House Wine & Domestic Pints
 Bavarian Pretzels with Beer Cheese Sauce
  $4  Rail Drinks, ND Brewery Pints & 
 22oz Domestics Taps, 4 Lettuce Cups
  $5 Moscow Mule 
  $6  Specialty Cocktails, Martinis & 
 22oz ND Breweries Taps
           ½ Flat Bread Pizza

Monday  Pizza Pack Combo
Tuesday Sandwich Pack
Wednesday  Chef Creation*
*Changes Weekly – Check our Facebook Page

Thursday Pasta Pack

Monday $5 Moscow Mules (all day)

Tuesday $4 ND breweries (all day)

Wednesday ½ Price Wine by the glass/bottle (all day)

Thursday $1 up for all Tall Taps (all day)

Sunday BRUNCH (11am-2pm)
 $7 TSR Bloody Mary & Caesars
 $12 Bottomless Mimosas
 $6 Breakfast Shots

 10% OFF

Same day  
appointments available.

TOGETHER, WE IMPROVE  
QUALITY OF LIFE

1201 11th Avenue SW, Minot, ND 

Phone 701.858.6700, 800.841.7321 

Hours: Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 

cfmminot.UND.edu

Holiday spending patterns this 
year show clear shifts in how both 
teens and adults approach the 
season, and fi nancial counselor 
Gregory Barnhart of First Command 
says the biggest theme is one that 
returns every year: overspending. 
In his view, families often enter 
the holidays with solid intentions 
but underestimate the many small 
expenses that accumulate around 
the celebrations. “The holidays 
are a great time to show those 
around you how much they mean 
to you,” he said, adding that the 
satisfaction of gift giving can 
overshadow the less visible costs 
that pile up throughout December. 
He noted that families tend to focus 
heavily on the gift budget while 
overlooking the increase in seasonal 
food purchases, extra travel, or 
the added fuel and entertainment 
spending that comes from having 
more unstructured time. I agree 
completely. Those supporting costs, 
not the gifts themselves, are often 
what push people over budget. Gift 
spending feels planned out and 
contained, while the daily extras 
feel spontaneous and harmless. By 
the time January arrives, people are 
often surprised by the total.

Barnhart says the most important 
step for families trying to stay 
within a budget is to plan ahead 
in a meaningful way. “Take some 
time and think about your holiday 
plans,” he said. He encourages 
families to consider how their 
schedules will change, how much 
free time they will have, and what 
they hope to do with that time. The 
holiday break often leads to more 
social activities for teens and more 
hosting responsibilities for adults. 
These changes aff ect spending long 
before the actual gift exchange 
happens. In my own experience, 
people struggle less with creating a 
budget and more with connecting 
that budget to a clear purpose. 
When a budget is just a list of 
numbers, it is easy to adjust it on 
the fl y. When it is tied to long-term 
goals, it becomes something worth 
protecting. Barnhart echoed that 
idea, explaining that many families 
unintentionally negotiate against 
their own fi nancial plans because 
the goals behind the budget are not 
well defi ned. He said that families 
who know their priorities for the 
new year are better able to stay 
disciplined in December.

For teens who are just beginning 
to earn money, responsible holiday 
spending starts with defi ning 
what responsibility means. 
Barnhart said that the foundation 
should be spending less than 
one earns. He added that teens 
vary widely in their goals. For 
some, responsibility simply means 
not running out of money. For 
others, it means avoiding debt or 
protecting savings earmarked for a 
car or college. I think this is an 
important distinction because teens 
often receive confl icting messages 
about spending. They want to be 
generous, but they also need to 
understand that every dollar spent 
now is one they will not have for 
future goals. Helping teens refl ect 
on what they want fi nancially in the 
next few years can shape healthier 
habits. Barnhart encourages teens 

to understand where they are, what 
they want to accomplish, and how 
their holiday spending fi ts into that 
bigger picture.

Adults face a diff erent set of 
diffi  culties during the holidays. 
Barnhart said that one of the most 
common mistakes is adding last 
minute gifts that were never part 
of the plan. He sees this often, 
along with buying additional 
items to keep gift giving balanced 
among family members. He also 
pointed to what he called hidden 
overspending. Small, frequent 
purchases during the break can 
accumulate quickly, especially 
when routines are disrupted. I 
think many families underestimate 
how much routine protects their 
budget. When daily patterns 
change, spending opportunities 
multiply. Even something as simple 
as extra errands or several small 
outings can create a meaningful 
impact. Barnhart also warned about 
what he referred to as delayed 
overspending, where credit cards 
are used to fi ll budget gaps and the 
consequences do not appear until 
interest begins to accumulate in the 
new year.

When asked whether it is ever 
smart to use credit for holiday 
purchases, Barnhart said that credit 
itself is not the problem. He pointed 

out that cards off ering rewards or 
cash back can provide value when 
used responsibly. The key, he said, 
is to know your cash fl ow and be 
certain the balance can be paid in 
full before interest applies. If not, 
the seasonal purchase can turn 
into a long-lasting burden. I agree 
with this perspective. Credit can 
be a useful tool when the user 
understands the terms and has 
the discipline to follow a plan. The 
trouble comes when people use 

credit as a substitute for savings, 
because that often leads to interest 
charges that wipe out any short 
term benefi t.

As for avoiding post holiday 
debt, Barnhart emphasizes habits 
that extend beyond the season. He 
encourages families to put money 
aside whenever income arrives, 
limit spending to what remains, and 
avoid high interest debt whenever 
possible. I share that view. The 
best way to prevent fi nancial stress 

in January is to make decisions in 
December that honor long term 
goals. 

This year’s trends make 
it clear that people want 
meaningful celebrations, but many 
underestimate the true cost of the 
season. Those who take time to 
plan, stay aware of their spending, 
and stay focused on their priorities 
are more likely to enter the new 
year with confi dence rather than 
regret.

Financial Literacy Through the Holidays
BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST
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Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

SERTOMA CLUB: CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS IN THE PARK
5:30-10:00 PM (SUN-THURS)
5:30-10:30 PM (FRI & SAT)
Minot Oak Park, 19th Ave SW, Minot

Christmas in the Park is held annually in Minot’s Oak Park starting in the 
Friday after Thanksgiving and running through New Years Eve. Please join 
us in celebrating the season with a lovely light display!
$5 per car ($7 if paying with card)
Sunday – Thursday: 5:30 pm – 10:00 pm
Friday & Saturday 5:30 pm – 10:30 pm
Cash preferred, cards accepted with fee.

UNTIL
JAN

For more information:
Facebook / Minot Sertoma Club / Events

HOLIDAY GIFT MAKE & TAKE
VARIOUS TIMES
Magic City Discovery Center, 
1545 1st Street NW, Minot

Join us for a festive 45-minute crafting session where kids can create 
delightful holiday gifts to give to family and friends! We’re keeping the 
craft projects a surprise to ensure that the gifts are a delightful secret until 
Christmas. With four exciting craft options available, each child will have 
the opportunity to create something special and personal. Spaces are 
limited, so don’t miss out on this chance for your little ones to spread some 
holiday cheer through their own artistic creations. Ages: Ages 4 – 16. Class 
Size: Max of 20 (per time slot, 80 in total) 4 Different Time Slots: 12:00 – 
12:45pm, 1:00 – 1:45pm, 2:00 – 2:45pm, & 3:00 – 3:45pm Cost: $18 
for MCDC Members, $16 for Military Members, $20 for Non-Members

13
DEC

Sign up today:
https://www.magiccitydiscoverycenter.com/camps

YOU PROBABLY DON’T HAVE
ANYTHING ELSE GOING ON
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Blue Rider 
118 1st Avenue SE, Minot

Clear your schedule and mark those calendars. Not only will there be 
accordion playing that is a solid 3 out of 5, but at 8:10, we will be hosting 
the LARGEST accordion sing-a-long in the history of Minot!!!*.

friends!
Sound interesting? Probably not…but hey, you probably don’t have 
anything else going on : )

08
JAN

For more information:
Facebook/ Blue Rider/ Events

SANTA SKATE
9:00AM-12:00 NOON
Maysa Arena, 
2501 W Burdick Expy, Minot

Join us for a cozy, festive evening at the Maysa Arena on December 21st 
at 6:00pm! We’ll be showing The Santa Clause while you skate the night 
away.
Fun for all ages
Just $5 to skate and $5 for skate rentals – no pre-registration required!
Grab your family and friends and come celebrate the season with us!
Please note that we will not be able accept bills larger than $20 as we have 
limited change for these events. Cards are also accepted.

21
DEC

For more information:
Facebook / Minot Parks/ Events

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

THE 4 C’S
COLLECTOR SHOW

For more information on booth rental or  
to reserve a booth contact via email at  

dakotafleamarkets@gmail.com or  
701.550.1318 (Gar) or 701-426-1634 (Colin) 

SAVE 

THE 

DATES!

COINS - CARDS - COMICS - COLLECTIBLES

Vendor Fees: 
Spot/Booth - $50/each 

Tables - $10/each

VENDORS WANTED
 

2026 Show Dates
February 7 & 8

September 5 & 6

ND State Fair Grounds, Minot ND

Rosehill Memorial Park Cemetery 
will be blanketed in honor and love 
this Saturday as over 1,000 wreaths 
are laid upon the graves of our 
fallen heroes at the annual Wreaths 
Across America Ceremony. The Civil 
Air Patrol Magic City Composite 
Squadron, alongside Minot’s many 
veteran organizations and dedicated 
volunteers, will gather to ensure 
that every veteran is remembered, 
in name and spirit.

Despite North Dakota’s winter 
chill, organizers encourage the 
community to layer up and join 
in the remembrance. “Jack Frost 
never misses a ceremony, and he 
may try to chase you off , but grab 
that oversized pom-pom hat, those 
old ugly boots that are oh, so toasty, 
the fuzzy blanket from your couch,” 
requests Wreaths Across America 
Minot Coordinator Robyn Stoner. 
“Layer up in your North D’colda 
fi nery, channel your inner Ralphy’s-
little-brother, and join us in making 
sure every veteran is remembered 
properly.”

 The ceremony will feature 
veterans and long-time WAA 
supporters Richard Reuer and Dean 
Verstraete, local Scout Troop 4412, 
Civil Air Patrol’s competent cadets 
and Colonel Tom Joyce (retired), 
USAF will give a Patriot Address. 
A three-round volley of gunfi re and 

the playing of TAPS will conclude 
the formal ceremony. Guests are 
then encouraged to remain and lay 
wreaths personally.

This is the Remembrance Patriotic 
Call—a moment to slow down, 
refl ect, and give each veteran the 
honor they deserve:

1. Place the Wreath... On the 
marker of our fallen hero.

2. Say Their Name... Out loud, so 
their legacy endures.

3. Salute their Service... To honor 
the sacrifi ce they made.

4. A Moment of Silence... 
Remember, freedom has a face, keep 
their memory alive.

“The diff erence between the 
ACT and the EXPERIENCE of 
remembering our veterans lies 
in the depth of our gesture,” 
Stoner reminded. “As you stand 
with a wreath at the grave of our 
veteran, please take the moment 
to remember… there is a face and 
a family behind that headstone. 
“There was courage, sacrifi ce, and 
a deep love of America—a legacy 
that lives on in every name etched 
in stone.”

Community members are invited 
to volunteer and help ensure 
every veteran is honored at noon 
on December 13, 2025 at Minot’s 
Rosehill Cemetery. For details, visit 
MinotWreaths.org.

The Remembrance 
Patriotic Call: Honoring 
Our Veterans with Heart 
and Warmth at Wreaths 

Across America
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

Many changes are to be expected as fall gives way to winter. 
Temperatures drop for much of the country, and depending on 
where one lives, snow, wind and ice are to be expected.

As beautiful as snow-covered landscapes can be, winter presents 
unique hazards, notably slippery roads and surfaces. Chilly 
temperatures also can put people at risk if they spend prolonged 
periods outdoors unprotected.

According to the insurance company Carsurance, more than 
156,000 crashes occur annually due to icy roads. Roughly 17 
percent of all vehicle crashes happen in winter conditions. Winter 
hazards are not exclusive to driving, however. That means winter 
safety involves a consideration of a host of factors.

1. Changing visibility

While slippery surfaces may contribute to some accidents, 
visibility can quickly change with winter weather. Blowing snow 
can contribute to whiteout conditions. In addition, fog can be 
hazardous to drivers, aviators and mariners and contributes to 
thousands of travel accidents every year, advises the National 
Weather Service. It’s important to slow down, leave plenty of 
distance, use your low-beam headlights, and recognize when it 
may be safest to pull over, such as when visibility is significantly 
compromised.

2. Snow removal

Shoveling snow or using a snowblower are common wintertime 
activities. Yet strenuous levels of activity in cold temperatures 
could put people at risk of heart attack, particularly if they are not 
acclimated to physical activity. Always warm up prior to shoveling 

snow to prepare the body for exercise. Go slowly and take frequent 
breaks. Avoid twisting and tossing snow over your shoulder, which 
can contribute to back injuries.

3. Carbon monoxide poisoning

Winter weather means turning up the heat or doing more indoor 
cooking. Carbon monoxide is produced through the burning of fuel 
in various forms, including stoves, engines, gas ranges, portable 
generators, and grills. The National Safety Council says carbon 
monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas that can go undetected 
as it builds up in enclosed spaces. Never warm up the car inside 
of a contained garage. Do not use portable flameless chemical 
heaters indoors, and have furnaces, water heaters and other fuel-
burning appliances checked and serviced by a qualified technician 
annually. Be sure that carbon monoxide alarms are on every floor 
of the home, and take it seriously if the alarm goes off.

4. Black ice

Black ice is a common winter foe. Black ice forms when 
temperatures rise above freezing during the day, melting any 
snow on the ground and causing surfaces to become wet. If the 
temperature drops once more while the ground is wet, a thin, 
transparent sheet of ice can form. Black ice also may occur if 
moisture in the air condenses and forms dew or fog, and then 
the temperature drops below freezing, says the National Weather 
Service. Black ice gets its name because it looks black on asphalt 
roads. However, it also can form on sidewalks and overpasses, 
or spots shaded by trees or other objects. Slowing down and 
exercising extreme caution are essential.

4 FACTORS TO  
CONSIDER TO MAINTAIN 

WINTER SAFETY
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2025 TUCSON, SANTA FE, PALISADE
2026 TUCSON, TUCSON Hybrid, 
2026 SANTA FE, SANTA FE Hybrid

+
Payments for 90 days

00%
APR 
Financing

for up to 60 months

RECEIVE AN 
ADDITIONAL 

$500
MILITARY REBATE

TOWARDS PURCHASE 
OR LEASE

WE ACCEPT VERIFY WITH ID.ME:  
HTTPS://NETWORK.ID.ME/

2026 PALISADE 
ICE CALLIGRAPHY & XRT PRO

RECEIVE 
$2250

DEALER CHOICE BONUS CASH
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Patricia Stockdill

A TRADITION 126 YEARS YOUNG

Some traditions come and go; others withstand 
the test of time for years, decades, and even well 
beyond a century. 
Tradition is something woven throughout the 
fabric of the annual Christmas Bird Counts 
(CBC) taking place throughout the United States 
between Dec. 14 and Jan. 5 annually throughout 
most of its history. 
It’s a tradition that has become the nation’s 
longest running citizen bird science project and it 
runs deep throughout fabric of the mission of the 
National Audubon Society, the CBC sponsor.  
The 2025-20265 count marks the CBC 126th 
anniversary. While it’s citizen science melding 
birders of all levels of expertise, it is an offi  cial 
ornithology census. 
Because of that, participants must count within 
the parameters of a designated count area, 
which are 15-mile diameter circles in areas such 
as North Dakota’s Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge (NWR) northwest of Minot. Compilers 
coordinate each location’s count. Details about 
counts throughout North Dakota are available 
on the National Audubon Society’s CBC website, 
(/www.audubon.org/community-science/
christmas-bird-count). 
Click on the link “Join the Christmas Bird Count” 
on the right-hand side of the home page and 
follow the steps for information on how to 
participate as well as historical count data and 
other details. There’s even a link (CBC Circle 
Map) identifying count locations and contact 
information, including meeting location, start 
time, if pre-registration is needed, and other 
pertinent information specifi c to that count’s 
location. 
Be sure to zoom in to North Dakota to identify 
CBC locations – several are in northwest North 
Dakota. The main map is a collage of yellow, 
green, and red circles, which is testimony to the 
CBC’s popularity. Yellow and green circles are 
open to new participants while red counts are full.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife 
Refuges (NWR) in the state have a long-standing 
tradition of participating in the counts. Several 
refuges, such as Des Lacs NWR, were established 
in the 1930s and joined the Christmas Bird Count 
soon afterwards. 
Two are National Wildlife Refuges are participating 

in the 2026 CBC: 
• Des Lacs NWR, near Kenmare: Dec. 16. Meet at 
the refuge offi  ce about 8 a.m. Call Laurie, (701) 
629-9928, for details. 
• Upper Souris NWR, northwest of Minot, Dec. 15. 
Meet at the refuge headquarters, 7:45 a.m. Call 
(701) 468-5468 for details.  
Christmas Bird Counts began in 1900 when 
Frank Chapman, a member of the then-budding 
National Audubon Society, suggested counting 
birds on Christmas Day.
While most of the 27 locations participating in 
the 1900 count were located in the northeastern 
United States, they also included Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and California. 
Counts are open to birders of all levels of 
experience and coordinators work to pair 
beginner birders with veterans. 
People living within specifi c count areas can 
report their feeder results, as well, but they must 
be within the parameters of the count. 
Participants in fi eld counts should dress 
appropriately for the weather, bring binoculars, 
bird fi eld guide, and any desired snacks for the 
count period, along with a vehicle full of gas in 
the event they will be the one driving within an 
assigned area. 
Basically, participants record the species and 
number of birds observed - as close as possible, 
especially when observing large numbers of birds 
concentrated in an area. Each compiler records 
the data and submits it to the National Audubon 
Society’s CBC database. 
The information helps scientists and researchers 
track long-term population trends and identify 
potential issues of concern, such disease 
outbreaks and habitat loss. The count allows 
the public to partake in scientifi c research while 
providing large-scale data that wouldn’t be 
available otherwise. 
Putting history and tradition into perspective, 
a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Christmas Bird 
Count news release from a decade or so ago 
touted its tradition: “Data from Christmas Bird 
Counts at Upper Souris and J. Clark Salyer Refuge 
date back to 1954 with documents on fi le of bird 
count summaries signed by the “Father of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System,” J. Clark Salyer 
II.”Two are National Wildlife Refuges are participating

BEST SMOKED RIBS & 
BRISKET IN TOWN!

FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 
SCRATCH RECIPES

SPONSORED BY

NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION
417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

MONTHLY MEETING (Third Tuesday of Each Month)

Tuesday, December 16
1200, Rockers Bar & Grill, Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

AFA.org

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

POST 753

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WATCH FOR DECEMBER MEAT RAFFLES 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

1100 31st Street SE, Minot ND

COMMAND CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT 
OF AIR EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
COMMAND VISITS MINOT AFB

U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Chad W. Bickley, the Command Chief Master 
Sergeant of Headquarters Air Education and Training Command, speaks to 
Team Minot Airmen attending Airman Leadership School at Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota, Dec. 2, 2025. Bickley gave Airmen the opportunity to 
ask questions and bring their concerns to the table. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE

U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Chad W. Bickley, the Command Chief Master 
Sergeant of Headquarters Air Education and Training Command, coins U.S. 
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Brandon Trinidad, 91st Security Forces Group chief of 
weapons and tactics at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, Dec. 2, 2025. 
Bickley presented coins to recognize high-performing Airmen who excelled 
while supporting the Team Minot mission. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN TRUST TATE
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PETERSON SPACE FORCE 
BASE, Colorado --  

The North American Aerospace 
Defense Command is ready to track 
Santa on Dec. 24 and is celebrating 
the program’s 70th anniversary. 
NORAD monitors and defends 
North American airspace 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year. On Dec. 24, NORAD has one 
additional mission: tracking Santa 
Claus as he makes his way across 
the globe, delivering presents to 
children.

The NORAD Tracks Santa website 
(www.noradsanta.org) launched on 
Dec. 1. It features Santa’s North 
Pole Village, which includes a 
holiday countdown, games, movie 
theater, holiday music, web store, 
and more. The website is available 
in nine languages: English, French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Portuguese, Chinese and Korean.

The offi  cial NORAD Tracks Santa 
app is also in the Apple App and 
Google Play stores to countdown the 
days until Santa’s journey on mobile 
devices. NORAD Tracks Sana will 
also be available on digital media 
platforms including Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube and X, and 
on contracture platforms Amazon 
Alexa, SiriusXM and OnStar. More 
information about our contributors 
is available on our website.

On Dec. 24, trackers worldwide 
can call 1-877-HI-NORAD (1-877-
446-6723) to ask our live operators 
about Santa’s location from 4 a.m. 
to midnight MST. Additionally, we 
are introducing a web-based calling 
option so children without the 
means to reach NORAD via phone 
number can call the NORAD Tracks 

Santa Operations Center directly 
from our noradsanta.org website. 
Virtual translation services will also 
be able to support more than 200 
languages via our call center.

While live operators will be 
unavailable after midnight MST, 
trackers can continue to follow 
Santa’s fl ight until 3 a.m. on Dec. 
25 by calling and listening to our 
Interactive Voice Response system or 
visiting our website.

NORAD Tracks Santa is a global 
experience, and the U.S. and 
Canadian personnel of NORAD are 
proud to continue the tradition of 
delighting families everywhere.

NORAD is a United States and 
Canada bi-national organization 
charged with the missions of 
aerospace warning, aerospace 
control and maritime warning for 
North America. NORAD prevents 
air attacks against North America, 

safeguarding the sovereign airspaces 
of the United States and Canada by 
responding to unknown, unwanted 
and unauthorized air activity 
approaching and operating within 
these airspaces.

In addition to the phone line and 
website, children and the young-at-
heart can track Santa through our 
mobile apps and our social media 
platforms:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/noradsanta 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.
com/NORADTracksSanta  

Instagram: https://www.
instagram.com/noradtrackssanta_
offi  cial 

NORAD Tracks Santa Website: 
https://www.noradsanta.org 

NORAD Tracks Santa Newsroom: 
https: / /noradsantanews.com/
newsroom

Gift Shop • Coff ee & Smoothie Bar 
• Ceramic & Glass Studio

Bring out your 
                      inner artist!

Explore, Experience,     
Discover...

margiesartglass.com109 South Main St. Minot • 701.837.8555

Drop-In Paint Your Own Pottery Studio(No Appointment)

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com

NORAD ready to track Santa’s fl ight 
for 70th anniversary year

NORTH AMERICAN AEROSPACE DEFENSE COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INCLU
DED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND
NORTHHILLBOWL.COM

FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

jeremymork@yahoo.com

25% MILITARY DISCOUNTL
E

T
'S

 P
A

R
T
Y

COSMIC 
PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

Find specifi cs about 
Northern Sentry’s 

Jr. Journalism Program and how 
your story can be featured

Keystone Club Hosts Thanksgiving 
Skate Night On November 21, high 
school Keystone Club members 
organized a Thanksgiving Skate 
Night from 6-8 p.m. The evening 
was fi lled with music, colorful 
lights, snacks from the Snack Bar, 
and lively skating games that 
brought friends together! Colorful 
disco lights refl ected the fun that 
attendees had as children skated 
and played games. Keystone 
members worked behind the 
scenes to keep everything running 
smoothly—from decorating the 

Youth Center with a Thanksgiving 
theme to selling food and snacks at 
the Snack Bar and helping young 
skaters fi nd the right shoe sizes.  

Throughout the night, Keystone 
members led games, including limbo 
and four corners. These games kept 
the energy high and encouraged 
skaters of all ages to join in. With 
children of all ages participating, 
beginner to advanced skaters each 
had their place on the rink. This 
event is part of Keystone’s ongoing 
fundraising for the National 
Keystone Conference in Orlando, 

Florida. With Thanksgiving Skate 
Night marking their second event 
following Spookycon, the club will 
begin hosting monthly events at the 
Youth Center starting in January. 

From then on, Keystone 
members will be off ering even more 
opportunities for families on base to 
gather at the Youth Center and have 
fun.  Meanwhile, middle school 
Torch Club members will also be 
hosting events and staying involved, 
including a dance on December 19. 
Be sure to participate and support 
both clubs!

Keystone Club Hosts 
Thanksgiving Skate Night 

FATIMZAHRA ELBOUAB, AGE 16

Four friends get ready for a night fi lled with skating and games! 

Youth Center rink 
fi lled with skaters 
during Keystone 
Club’s Thanksgiving 
Skate Night. 
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Ready to get your financial life squared 
away? We’re ready to help. Your local 
First Command Financial Advisor 
can help you integrate your military 
benefits into a personalized financial 
plan for pursuing your short and  
long-term goals.

BUILD A FUTURE 
WORTHY OF 
YOUR SERVICE

FIRST COMMAND 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1st St NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First 
Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First Command 
Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A 
financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related 
entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  S R T . C O M / 2 G I G

4715 NORTH BROADWAY, MINOT
701-500-7066

Ramstad has school parties once a 
month and they are usually themed. 
November’s was on the fourteenth, 
the theme was Neon Night. 
November’s party held a volleyball 
tournament, dirty soda stand, and 
a glow in the dark gear to support 
the student council. Everybody had 
a lot of fun at the party and a lot of 
people showed up!

Ramstad’s student council held 
a fundraiser this month. One of 
the principals was taped to the 
wall. The money was raised by the 
students donating a dollar. The 
total amount of money donated 
was $326. All money raised went 
towards Ramstad’s food pantry. She 
held up for a while but eventually 
fell. It was a fun sight to experience.

The chess club has meetings every 
other Thursday. The people in the 
club play games with friends. They 
are currently doing a tournament. 
All the winning players go against 
the others and the losing players 
play against other losing players!

Girls basketball and boys/
girls wrestling are ending before 
Christmas break. Boys basketball, 
cheerleading, and non- competitive 
dance are starting after Christmas 
break.

November was a very busy month 
and I cannot wait to see what 
happens in December.

It has been a busy month for 
students at Ramstad Middle School

ILIANA MCBRIDE, AGE 12

 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com
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STARBASE ND is a program 
that “provides 25-hours of hands-
on, minds-on, high-tech discovery 
and inquiry-based activities 
to fi fth grade students using a 
common curriculum that meets 
or exceeds a variety of National 
Standards.  The 25-hours of 
STEAM instruction is carried out 
as an extension of the traditional 
classroom, where classrooms of 
students are brought out to a 
military installation and, along 
with engaging in STEAM activities, 
are given opportunities to engage 
with positive role models and the 
technological environment found 
on military bases and installations” 
(starbasenorthdakota.com).  At 
Minot Air Force Base, STARBASE 
ND is located in North Plains 
Elementary School.  Fifth grade 
classrooms from Minot Public 
Schools and regional schools 
attend the program.  Additionally, 
STARBASE ND hosts two fi ve-day 
STARBASE Summer Academies 
open to all regional students who 
just completed fi fth grade and will 
be attending sixth grade in the fall.  

The government shutdown 
aff ected a number of students 
scheduled to attend this year’s 
STARBASE ND program on Minot 
Air Force Base.  From October 
10th to 31st, three Longfellow 
Elementary classrooms totaling 
60 students were unable to attend, 
and in November, approximately 
75 students from John Hoeven 
Elementary also missed out.  A total 
of 135 local students were unable 
to participate and, unfortunately, 
this may occur again after January 
30th, 2026.   

On November 24th, I received 
word that our current continued 
resolution provided funds for the 
program and as the program’s 
fi scal manager, this couldn’t be 
more welcomed news!  I eagerly 
notifi ed Minot Public Schools!  
A special MPS District #1 Board 

Meeting was held on December 
2nd, 2025, and the board 
approved the contract for Mr. Jon 
Dawson, STARBASE ND Director, 
to facilitate the STARBASE ND 
program from December 3rd, 2025 
to January 30th, 2026.  The 5th 
grade students attending during 
this timeframe will be those in 
North Plains Elementary School 
and Dakota Elementary School on 
Minot AFB. 

Although we do not know 
whether STARBASE ND will 
continue after January 30th, 
2026, I remain hopeful and 
absolutely 100% grateful for both 

our STARBASE ND Director 
and teacher, Ms. Hannah Powell.  
They have professionally and 
faithfully stood by, waiting for 
funding, and jumped as soon as 
it dropped.  We are lucky to have 
Mr. Dawson and Ms. Powell run 
this unpredictable—yet highly 
valuable—program with such 
aplomb!  

The information in this article is 
provided as a resource and does not 
constitute endorsement by Minot 
AFB, the United States Air Force, or 
the Department of War of the external 
website, or the information, products, 
or services contained therein.

STARBASE ND is Back!

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL LIAI-

SON PROGRAM 

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM • FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM
SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COMWWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

YOUTH IN ACTION SPONSORED BY MI MEXICO

GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

Ms. Hannah Powell and Mr. Jon Dawson: MPS Employees for STARBASE ND.

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

TIS THE SEASON FOR 
TOY SAFETY

Tis the season team Minot!  
When you are spreading the 
holiday cheer and in a giving spirit, 
keep in mind, toy safety!   There 
are hundreds of toys on the market 
today, which are produced from all 
over the world.   However, not all of 
them are made with quality.  While 
shopping you may not be thinking 
of safety but this is something that 
is often overlooked.  According to 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission more than 120,000 
children are treated in the hospital 
emergency room for toy related 
injuries.   When selecting a toy, 
the following things need to be 
considered:  One, the age of the 
child should be the primary key, 
so that they are getting something 
that is appropriate for their group 
and skill level.  Two, inspect the 
toy by looking for quality design 
and construction.  Avoid items that 
have sharp points, glass, exposed 
metal edges, and small attachments.  
This will help reduce the chance of 
accidental hazards as choking and 
cuts.  And three, read the label!  We 
often neglect to read the warnings 
and precautions listed.  This notice 
can be the deciding factor also 
if the toy will be a good idea as 
a gift.  Remember, a toy for sale 
does not mean that the product is 
safe.  If you encounter a toy that 
you feel is unsafe ensure you report 
your concern to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission.  

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP
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A LOOK BACK
MINOT’S 91ST SMW BECOMES FIRST COMBAT-READY 

MINUTEMAN III WING IN THE AIR FORCE

On December 13, 1971, the 
91st Strategic Missile Wing 
(predecessor to the 91st Missile 
Wing) became the first fully 
operational and combat-ready 
Minuteman III wing in the United 
States Air Force. The missiles 
were first placed at Minot AFB 
in 1970 under the 741st Strategic 
Missile Squadron. MAFB was 
at the forefront of the “Force 
Modernization” Program, which 
oversaw the switch from earlier 

ICBMs to the updated Minuteman III missiles. After the transition was 
completed, the 91st SMW was ready to provide strategic deterrence with 
a fleet of 150 ICBMs spread across 8,000 miles of North Dakota. Each 
Minuteman III weighs about 76,000 pounds and has a range of over 
6,000 miles and a maximum speed of approximately 15,000 miles per 
hour. Each missile was projected to have a service lifespan of 10 years. 
However, the Minuteman III has remained in service for over 50 years, 
making it the oldest deployed strategic ballistic missile in the world. 

Minuteman III test launch (USAF Photo)

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

DECEMBER 13, 1971  

Information courtesy of: History of Minot AFB c. 1980 / minot.af.mil / Minot Air Force Base Newcomer’s Guide c. 1989 

701-852-4569

minotrainbowphoto@gmail.com

215 11th Ave SW Minot, ND 58702

 Walk-in Passport Photos

 Restoration

 Film Processing

 Reprints/Enlargements, Etc.

BAY BOY BORN  

KAYLA HANSON AND MICHAEL PRUITT
MINOT, ND

BABY GIRL BORN  
NOVEMBER 25, 2025 TO:

DEENA AND SHANE LINEHAN
MINOT, ND 

BABY BOY BORN 
NOVEMBER 25, 2025 TO:

ASYA WEST AND TONY RODGERS
MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN 
DECEMBER 01, 2025 TO:

REASHA AND LOGAN SHAY
LANSFORD, ND 

BABY BOY BORN  
DECEMBER 02, 2025 TO:

SAMANTHA AND JORDY BROUSSARD
MINOT, ND

BABY GIRL BORN  
DECEMBER 02, 2025 TO:

RYANNE SLEMIN AND TYLER LINDSTROM
POWERS LAKE, ND

BABY GIRL BORN  
DECEMBER 02, 2025 TO:

EMILY AND ANGEL GONZALEZ
MINOT AFB, ND

If you wish to put a photo of your baby 
in the Northern Sentry, please send it to 

nsads@srt.com. Please include your 
name and the birth date of your baby.

Santa dropping into the Defender Dome for North Pole 
Stroll! 

CARRIE DRIVER PHOTO

Playing hockey at Citizen’s Alley.
BROOKE LERUM PHOTO

Snow plowers! No cabin fever here.

KARINA FRAUSTO PHOTO

Snowy Sunrise in Glenburn 
MELISSA BATTEN PHOTO
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ROOSEVELT PLAZA 
GARAGE SALE

1310 East Burdick Expressway- Suite 8
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-4PM

Eclectic Assortment
Cash Only

Questions call 701-818-0739

CLASSIFIEDS
www.northernsentry.com | sentrysales@srt.com | 701.839.0946 | 315 S. Main Suite 202 | Minot, North Dakota

AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway. tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

PROFESSIONALS
LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

PET GROOMINGAUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

SUDOKU SOLUTION

PUZZLE ON PAGE B3

GARAGE SALE
AVAILABLE NOW! Several apts 
on North Hill available 4 rent. 2 
Bdrm + 1 bath. $625 to $895. 
Call Peggy at IPM 852-1157 or 
833-6832 (cell).

tfn

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 

tfn

RENTALS

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FOR SALE
BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WS 90
225-145 R17 Snow Tires- Set of 4
Mint Condition- $300.00. 
Someone Will Get A GREAT 
Deal! (701) 818-0739 

tfn

MINOT AFB
EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL 
UNIVERSITY  – 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, 
hands-on programs will prepare you 
for careers well beyond the limits of 
the sky. Our Worldwide Campus 
has been working with U.S. military 
service members since 1970, helping 
them to earn a degree while on active 
duty or as veterans. And we do it at 
more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle 
Minot Campus — located at Minot 
Air Force Base — offers associate, 
bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
as well as undergraduate and 
graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty 
military service member, a veteran, 
or a civilian working at or around 
Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn 
your college degree. A degree 
from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will 
help service members to become 
commissioned offi cers, will make 
veterans more desirable job 
candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians 
with job advancement or career 
changes. Our modes of instruction 
are: Online, Eaglevision Home and 
Eaglevision Classroom. For more 
information, please visit us in Room 
223 located in the Base Education 
Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: 
minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 
701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – 
Minot State University is excited to 
again offer face-to-face classes at 
the  Minot Air Force Base. There is 
no application fee for active-duty 
military personnel. Military personnel 
can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) 
degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more 
information, contact Brigitte Mikula 
at 701-727-9044 or by email at 
Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – 
Your degree, Your way. Park 
University is enrolling now. Earn your 
CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your 
Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s 
maximize your military experience! 
Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience 
by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! 
Enable the Park University skill on 
your Alexa device and say “Alexa, 
ask Park, How many credit hours can 
I get from my military experience?” 
She’ll even tell you your graduation 
date! Minot AFB @ the Education 
Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  
mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School graduate, 
artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that are on 
display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, Dec. 
8: 1,829.92 feet above mean sea 
level (MSL); 14,200 cubic feet per 
second (CFS) Garrison Dam average 
daily releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,448.72 feet 
above mean sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 1,448.74 
MSL. 
•N.D. Game & Fish Dept. game 
wardens: Walking access only on 
lakes across the region. A few anglers 
walking onto small north-central area 
lakes and testing the ice but limited 
reports yet. No Devils Lake reports. 
•Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, 
Devils Lake: Some walk-on activity on 
feeder lakes north of Devils Lake with 
anglers fi nding fair small walleye 
success. 
•Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville:  Some walk-on activity from 
Lake Darling’s designated shoreline 
access points access but no reports 
on success. 
•Lake Metigoshe, Four Seasons, 
Bottineau: Aa few anglers walking 
onto Lake Metigoshe with fair bluegill 
success. Look for fair success on area 
trout lakes, also with walk-on access 
only yet. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: 
A few anglers walking onto Lake 
Audubon back bays but no reports 
on success. Use extreme caution and 
test ice depth. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Hwy. 83 Lawn & Leisure, Garrison: 
Little activity on the back bays of Lake 
Audubon and anglers need to stay 
off Lake Sakakawea ice yet. 
•Lake Sakakawea, New Town: No 
activity in the Van Hook Arm and 
around the New Town area of the 
river portion on Lake Sakakawea 
with anglers waiting for safer and 
better ice conditions and weather. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait & Tackle, Pick City: 
Little activity on the open water of 
the Missouri River tailrace. Anglers 
need to stay off any ice on Lake 

Sakakawea, even the back bays, 
with poor ice conditions yet. 
•Lake Sakakawea/northwest N.D. 
lakes, Scenic Sports, Williston: Small 
area lakes icing over for walk-on 
access but always check ice depth 
while walking to an area. Continued 
nice crappie activity on Trenton 
Lake with occasional walleye and 
pike. Springbrook Dam producing 
occasional walleye with some nice-
sized perch mixed in. Kota-Ray 
Dam fair to good for a mix of perch 
and bluegill. Upper end of Lake 
Sakakawea starting Some walleye 
activity in Tobacco Bay. 

•North-central/central N.D. lakes, 
Towner Hdwe. Hank, Towner: No 
reports from area lakes or the Souris 
River. 
HUNTING: 
•Waterfowl: A few geese on the 
open water of the Missouri River 
tailrace but birds won’t stay if there’s 
too much snow and ice to feed. 
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
•N.D. Game and Fish Dept., main 
Bismarck offi ce: (701) 328-6300, 
website: (http://gf.nd.gov).
•Report All Poachers: (701) 328-
9921.

•Ice is never completely safe. Avoid areas with vegetation, moving 
water, pressure ridges, and springs. Check conditions as you go 
along on the ice and don’t move around at night.
•Keep hunting dogs away from ice on wetlands and lake shorelines 
with thin ice conditions possible.
 •Registration now open for WOW, Wild Outdoor Women winter 
outdoor program Feb. 6 – 8, 2026, Lake Metigoshe State Park, 
Bottineau. Go to, ( https://bit.ly/WinterWOW2026), for more 
information. 
•Dec. 12 & 13: Fort Stevenson State Park Dickens Village Festival 
Ornament Geocache with coordinates live on park’s Facebook page 
at 8 a.m. Free with park daily entrance fee or annual pass.
•Dec. 13: Wreaths Across America Ceremony Day, Rosehill Memorial 
Park, 700 11th Ave SE, 11: 30 a.m. 
•Dec. 13: Resident and nonresident High Plains duck, coot, & 
merganser seasons open. Go to the N.D. Game & Fish Dept. website, 
(gf.nd.gov) for regulations and open hunting unit description. 
•Dec. 13: Ducks Unlimited Riverdale Raffl e “Knight”, Knights Bar & 
Grill, Riverdale, 5 p.m. 
•Dec. 14: Deer muzzleloader season closes.
•Dec. 19 – Dec. 21: Holiday Puzzle Palooza, Lake Metigoshe 
State Park with festive drinks and snacks and a fun, friendly puzzle 
competition beginning Dec. 19, 7 p.m. 
•Dec. 19 & 20: Mighty Mallard Bonspiel, Minot Curling Club 
•Dec. 20: Resident and nonresident Canada Goose Eastern Zone 
season closes.
•Dec. 25: Resident and nonresident Canada Goose Western Zone 
season closes. 
•Dec. 30: Snooze, Stay, or Go Away Youth Day Camp, Lake 
Metigoshe State Park, Bottineau, a day camp with various hands-on 
activities for children ages 9 to 12 focusing winter adaptations and 
fun outdoor recreation opportunities, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•Dec. 31: Winter Survival Skills Youth Day Camp, Lake Metigoshe 
State Park, Bottineau, a break day camp for children ages 9 to12. 
featuring hands-on activities focusing on winter survival skills, including 
fi re starting, orienteering, shelter building, and fi nding food and water. 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
•Dec. 31: Last Day Hike, Cross Ranch State Park south of Hensler. 
Meet at the Visitor Center, 4 p.m. with campfi re, hot chocolate, and 
apple cider following a 1- or 3-mile hike on the Matah Trail. 
•Jan. 1: Evening Hike Series, Self-guided Luminated First Day Hike, 
Fort Stevenson State Park, Garrison, dusk.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For 
complete details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational 
opportunities visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook 
at (facebook.com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, 
extension 1, or email (woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located 
at 1012 Woodland Drive, Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-59962915 10th Street SW, 

Suite A, Minot

Carleen Gust
AGNP-C, MSN, APRN, CANS

2
S

C
A

PLATINUM
WINNERS

701-852-8284 

Veteran Owned

 

WE STRIVE TO HELP OUR AIRMEN TO FIND  
THEIR PLACE TO CALL HOME! 

NEW TO MINOT, 
OR WANT TO 
MOVE OFF BASE?

THEIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR  PPPPPPPPLACE TO CALL HOME!

Our rental inventory is always changing 
so bookmark our website and watch 

for your perfect match.

B-52H CREWS JOIN F-35BS FOR 
LONG-RANGE OPERATION OVER 
SOUTHCOM REGION
U.S. Air Force B-52H Stratofortress crews from Minot Air Force Base executed 
a long-range bomber air demonstration across the U.S. Southern Command 
area of responsibility in support of Operation Southern Spear, integrating in 
real-time with U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II aircraft to showcase the 
reach, precision and responsiveness of U.S. airpower. These joint missions 
reinforce our commitment to regional stability, strengthen interoperability 
with our sister services and reaffi rm our commitment to a safe and secure 
hemisphere. 
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• Ob/Gyn Care 

• Newborn Care 

• Well Child Visits 

• Pediatrics 

• Free Pregnancy Tests  
• Geriatric Care 

• Preventive Healthcare 

• Full Service Pharmacy

Non-emergency walk-ins welcome Monday–Friday  1–4 p.m. 

 QUALITY HEALTHCARE 

FOR ALL

1201 11th Avenue SW | Minot, ND | Phone 701.858.6700 | 800.841.7321 | Hours: M–F 8 AM–5 PM | cfmminot.UND.edu

Dakota Square ARCO
Locally Owned & Part of Our Community

1520 24th Avenue SW
Next to Dakota Square Mall

We appreciate our Minot AFB Friends


