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The 2025 Individual Rough Rider Award winners pose for a group photo. The Rough Rider Ops competition, held in October 2025, tested the mettle of participating squadrons through rigorous 
operational challenges. See Page B1 for coverage of the overall squadron winners and more from the event.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
PULLTAB HAPPY HOUR

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 4:00pm-6:00pm

$6 HAMM’S & GRILLED CHEESE
Tuesday, January 27 at 4:00pm

TRIVIA NIGHT
Wednesday, January 28 at 7:00pm

FREE NACHOS
Thursday, January 29 at 4:00pm-close

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thu  
4:00pm - 1:00am

Fri/Sat  
4:00pm - 2:00am

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot, ND

HOURS

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E
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Mayor Mark Jantzer recollects 
that he and Bruce Christianson, 
long time Task Force 21 members 
and active military supporters, 
became Honorary Commanders 
in 1987-1988. “I think I was the 
Honorary Commander for the 
supply Squadron” says Mayor 
Jantzer. 

 Mark McDonald and I have been 
teamed as Honorary Commanders 
for over 4 years. The relationship 
between Mark and I, and our 
spouses Cathy and Sue, goes far 
beyond the Honorary Commander 
installation banquets and other 
events. Mark and I have lunch on 
the 3rd Thursday of every month, 
barring COVID or a government 
shut down. I ask Mark about 
events from the 91st Missile Wing 
(BULLY) and he queries me about 
local political issues. 

 We might be Honorary 

Commanders, but it is really closer to 
an honor to get know a commander 
at the Minot Air Force Base. In the 
midst of all of their responsibilities, 
these Minot AFB share their time 
with someone from the Minot, 
or surrounding community. Let 
me share one example. Bruce 
Christianson, knowing that I work 
for the Northern Sentry and have 
a passion for writing about the 
Minot Air Force Base shared with 
me that his Honorary Commander 
was once Tony Cotton. “You know 
that Tony’s wife is from Minot, 
right?” asked Bruce. He comes back 
to Minot for the holidays and he’ll 
give me a call. I line you up with 
an interview with Tony. 

 I have learned that as a journalist 
the right answer is normally “sure, 
that would be great.” When I 
arrived at the Northern Sentry offi  ce 
I quickly did some internet research 

and found that Tony was Brigadier 
General Anthony Cotton then in line 
to be the Commander of the United 
State Strategic Command, and 
indeed Gen Cotton was stationed at 
Minot Air Force Base from 1986-
1991. 

At this 2026 Honorary 
Commander installation a number 
of Honorary Commanders were 
re-assigned because of the position 
they held withing the Minot 
Chamber of Commerce, or their 
position as a member of Task Force 
21. Yet others were to become fi rst 
time Honorary Commanders with 
the goal of extending the special 
bond between Minot and The Minot 
Air Force Base. 

 Mark and I became Honorary 
Commander partners right before 
the COVID years, and the installation 
banquet was canceled that year. 
Just before Christmas I received my 

long awaited Honorary Commander 
plaque and proudly found a place 
for it on my living room wall. (The 
Northern Sentry offi  ce does not get 
much traffi  c.)

 Mark and I, although we are not 
as tenured as Mark and Bruce, have 
a 4-year relationship as Honorary 
Commanders. And of course, we 
have to share stories and photos 
of our lives, children and now 
grandchildren. Because that is what 
good friends, and I think Honorary 

Commanders, should do.  
The evening, as it always is, 

was special. Emcee Maj Tom 
Barger from Public Aff airs shared 
a “Sentry” newspaper that was 
found in a time capsule inside a 
wall at the 91st Missile Wing. He 
made it a point to draw a parallel 
between how some things change, 
like the honorary commander 
teams, and some things don’t; like 
the importance and the eff ect of the 
Honorary Commander program. 

Honoring the Honorary
Commanders That Is

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Maj. Thomas Barger, Chief of Public Affairs holds up an early edition of the 
“Sentry”.

2026 Honorary Commanders pose for a photo at the induction ceremony. More photos can be found on Minot AFB 
PA Flicker page.

My Honorary 
Commander has 
a special place 
on my living 
room wall.
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FORT LEE, Va. – Commissary 
CLICK2GO® on the GO! delivery 
is offi  cially transitioning from pilot 
to deployment as the Defense 
Commissary Agency (DeCA) 
prepares to roll out the service to 
70 stores in mid- to late January, 
providing additional benefi ts to 
service members, their families, and 
eligible civilians and veterans.

In the fi rst phase of deployment, 
DeCA will expand delivery to 62 
stores, which will join the eight 
commissaries that were part of 
the original pilot that began in 
2022. DeCA’s doorstep delivery 
contract includes the capability 
for expanding the service to its 
remaining 108 CONUS stores.

DeCA began moving toward 
delivery capabilities after hosting 
focus groups with patron groups 
including new young, single enlisted 
service members, and disabled 
veterans and their caregivers. 
Convenience and accessibility 
were chief among their concerns, 
alongside the savings and healthy 
options commissaries deliver every 
day.

“Through doorstep delivery, we 
are off ering our customers an online 
and mobile shopping option, where 
they can browse items, submit 
orders, schedule delivery, and 
pay for their groceries from their 
computer, phone, tablet, or mobile 
device,” said John E, Hall, DeCA 
director and CEO. “We are striving 
to anticipate our patrons’ needs and 
do what it takes to be their grocery 
provider of choice.”

DeCA’s delivery program 
will allow patrons within a 20-
mile radius of the participating 
commissary to order groceries 
online via Commissary CLICK2GO® 
(CC2GO) and have them delivered 
to their front door.

During the delivery pilot, patrons 
demonstrated the value of the 
service through their engagement. 
The average dollar amount for a 
typical delivery order from October 

to November 2025 was $197.62 
compared to $123.66 at the start of 
the pilot May 18, 2022.

To date, the top-three 
commissaries in delivery basket size 
during the pilot are Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia (average basket size of 
$214.65), MacDill Air Force Base, 
Florida ($203.53) and Naval Station 
San Diego, California ($195.28).

Delivery fees will be distance-
based. Please click on https://shop.
commissaries.com/delivery for more 
details on how CC2GO will work for 
doorstep delivery.

Delivery is the third part of 
DeCA’s three-legged stool of 
convenience: 1) online shopping 
– curbside pickup or Commissary 
CLICK2GO®; 2) online payment; 
and 3) delivery.

“Commissary delivery is just one 
example of how DeCA is working 
to off er a next-level benefi t to better 
serve our military community,” Hall 
said.

The initial participating CONUS 
locations will be (original pilot 
stores are marked with an asterisk):

• Alabama – Fort Rucker
• Arizona – Davis Monthan Air 

Force Base, Fort Huachuca and 
Luke Air Force Base

• California – Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar*, Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton, Naval 
Base San Diego*, Ord Military 
Community and Travis Air Force 
Base

• Colorado – Fort Carson and 
Peterson Space Force Base

• Connecticut – Naval Submarine 
Base New London

• Florida – Eglin Air Force Base, 
Hurlburt Field, MacDill Air Force 
Base*, Naval Air Station Jacksonville, 
Naval Air Station Pensacola and 
Patrick Space Force Base

• Georgia – Fort Benning, Fort 
Gordon and Fort Stewart

• Hawaii – Hickam and Pearl 
Harbor commissaries at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Marine Corps 
Base Kaneohe Bay and Schofi eld 

Barracks
• Illinois – Naval Station Great 

Lakes and Scott Air Force Base*
• Kansas – Fort Leavenworth and 

Fort Riley
• Kentucky – Fort Campbell and 

Fort Knox
• Louisiana – Barksdale Air 

Force Base and Fort Polk
• Maryland – Andrews Air Force 

Base and Fort Meade
• Missouri – Fort Leonard Wood 

and Whiteman Air Force Base
• Mississippi – Keesler Air Force 

Base
• Nebraska – Off utt Air Force 

Base
• Nevada – Nellis Air Force Base
• New Jersey – McGuire 

commissary at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst

• New York – Fort Drum and 
West Point Military Academy

• North Carolina – Camp Lejeune, 
Fort Bragg North, Fort Bragg South* 
and Marine Corps Air Station New 
River

• North Dakota – Minot Air Force 
Base

• Ohio – Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base

• Oklahoma – Fort Sill and 
Tinker Air Force Base

• Puerto Rico – Fort Buchanan
• South Carolina – Shaw Air 

Force Base
• Texas – Fort Bliss, Fort Hood 

1 (Clear Creek), Fort Sam Houston 
commissary at Joint Base San 
Antonio, Lackland Air Force Base 
and Randolph Air Force

• Virginia – Fort Belvoir*, Fort 
Eustis and Langley commissaries 
at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Fort 
Lee, Fort Myer, Joint Expeditionary 
Base-Little Creek, Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, Naval Station 
Norfolk* and Naval Air Station 
Oceana

• Washington – Fort Lewis Main* 
and McChord commissaries at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord and Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island

Commissary CLICK2GO on the GO! 
grocery delivery coming soon to 

Minot AFB
 KEVIN ROBINSON, DEFENSE COMMISSARY AGENCY

304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*

Events from 
Minot & Minot AFB 

in ONE PLACE!
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If you didn’t read my article 
last week, then please don’t. I had 
actually taken my car to the local 
carwash, been outside and cleaned 
up a bit in my back yard, and my 
spouse had cleared the driveway 
of ice that had dripped from the 
roof. January is nothin!! But the 
caveat was that me taking note of 
how nice the weather was in mid-
January may reverse the trend and 
bring in true January weather. 

  So today the weather guy is 
saying 55 degree below zero wind 
chill for the weekend. “You could 
get frost bite in just a matter of 
minutes.” Here’s the reason for my 
follow up article on the weather. 
If I can change above average 
January weather to just plain 
unbearable weather in a matter of 

8 days, maybe there’s a chance for 
a reversal. In other words, if I talk 
about it being cold, you know the 
headache when you walk against 
the wind cold today, maybe by the 
time I write this article next week 
it will reverse the trend. All of that 
arctic air will return from whence it 
came, and we will get one of those 
southwest trade winds and above 
zero (overnight we are talking) 
temperatures. It is certainly worth 
a try. 

LEND ME A SOPRANO-FINAL 
WEEKEND

  One of the challenges I have 
is that the Northern Sentry is a 
weekly paper and if I see a show 
I like on Saturday, I can’t do the 
critics review and recommend you 
see it until Friday, at best. But 
folks, Lend Me A Soprano is worth 
more than the price of the ticket…
it’s 2 plus hours of enjoyment and 
laughing until your side hurts. A 
little transparency here, it’s not a 
show designed for kids. Yep, it’s 
truly adult entertainment. For my 
friend Dorian, who has been in a 
lot of theatrical events in Minot, this 
is his last show before the Air Force 
moves him to a diff erent location. 
I want to say thanks to Dorian for 
entertaining thousands during his 
Air Force time in Minot. 

  Back to the show. The plot is 
really too complicated to describe in 

this article; you’ll just have to trust 
me and hurry to the Mouse River 
Players web site and get a ticket. 
There are performances on Friday 
the 23rd, Saturday the 24th and 
Sunday the 25th. 

COLD WEATHER MAKES 
GREAT CURLING ICE

  And even if it doesn’t, there are 
several opportunities coming up to 
give curling a try. March 7th is your 
next opportunity. You’ll fi nd more 
information on the Minot Curling 
Club site. 

AMY DOES IT AGAIN
  My friend Amy Allendar has 

once again hit a home run…but it’s 
because she’s young, agile and a bit 
crazy. In her latest video she takes 
on the ice bumper cars at Citizen’s 
Alley. It’s not a whole lot diff erent 
than grabbing the old inner tubes at 
the farm, over-infl ating them (once 
they are patched) and heading to 
what we used to call “the dugout”, 
or waterhole. By January the water 
at the bottom of the dugout was 
froze over. The original design was 
for a hole in the ground to gather 
water for the livestock to drink. On 
one side there was a huge (well it 
seemed huge then) pile of dirt that 
when snow covered made a perfect 
sledding hill. You would climb to 
the top, jump on the tube, and of 
course there was snow on the hill, 

down you would go. When the 
tube hit the ice you were sometimes 
airborne. Eventually you came to a 
stop. When you are young climbing 
back up the hill didn’t seem so 
hard. 

The ice bumper cars at Citizen’s 
Alley are powered…yeah…no 
stopping. No climbing hills…and 
the fun goes on forever, or until 
your time runs out. You may want 
to watch Amy’s video for some 
hints on success…but make sure 
you have a chance to experience 
the ice bumper cars for yourself. 

A LESSON LEARNED
  Today I was walking from my 

car into a restaurant. I looked up 
and saw a young Airman headed 
for an icy spot and thought a bit of 
fair warning would keep him from 
ending up slipping and falling. 
Well, warn him I did. Slip…he still 
did. And fi nally, reach out and grab 
for the closest stable object he saw, 
which he though was me. Wrong, 
we both ended up on the ice. Of 
course, the lesson was not to quit 
warning people…just warn them 
from a little farther away so they 
can’t reach you. 

TODAY’S CHUCKLE…
 Love is blind. Marriage is 

corrective eye surgery.
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For anyone who has worked on 
a family tree, it often turns out 
more challenging than expected 
and sometimes simple mistakes 
can quickly send you down the 
wrong path.

This month marks a year since 
I started working on the “Baker” 
family tree and I can tell you it’s 
like watching the World Series, 
one minute it’s heartbreak and the 
next it’s euphoria.

My parents and their siblings 
didn’t talk about their past or 
their ancestors, so we really didn’t 
know much about our own family 
prior to 1920. For all we knew, 
we could be descendants of, well, 
Americans, who have been here 
since the Jamestown Colony or 
Plymouth, Mass.

That’s not the case. What was 
found is that Michael Becker and 
his wife Mary, came to the United 
States from Germany in 1848. 
Through a lot of research, I was 
able to fi nd out tthey boarded a 
ship called the Governor Davis 
in Le Havre, France and sailed 
to New Orleans, not Ellis Island, 
Boston or Philadelphia.

Upon arriving at the port of New 
Orleans and taking a riverboat 
up to St. Louis, they changed 
their name to Baker. But at this 
point, things got dicey because it 
turned out genealogy websites had 
incorrect information. 

One website had her name 
as Mary, one said her name 
was Maria. As I researched this 
person who was my great-great 
grandmother, the computer always 
generated the name “Polly Baker,” 
who was an immigrant woman to 
Long Island, New York, thus the 
dates and children didn’t match.

Since they settled in Logan 

County, Illinois, one day I ran 
across an Illinois legal document 
telling me her name was actually 
Anna Maria Loe and everyone 
called her Mary. Mystery solved? 
No, not so fast.

Genealogy sites and other family 
trees had her and Michael moving 
to Wayne County, Nebraska and 
living there until their deaths in 
the 1890s. I found a Nebraska 
cemetery yearbook from 1949 that 
had Michael passing away at age 
34 in Lincoln, Illinois and Mary 
moving to Ohio.

My gut told me otherwise so I 
kept digging until I came across 
a probate document proving that 
Michael was 47 when he died, in 
Logan County, Illinois, in 1867. 
Likewise, Mary stayed in Illinois 
after her husband’s death and 
died in Lincoln, Ill., in 1869.

It was two of their sons who 
homesteaded in Wayne County, 
Nebraska, so somewhere along 
their lineage, someone made a 
mistake and threw everyone else 
off  track, myself for nearly a year. 

And, as a student of history, 
one thing that bothers me a lot is 
that others building family trees 
won’t look for specifi c dates or 
specifi c names. One of the sons, 
Nicholas M. Baker was a Nebraska 
homesteader. Nicholas A. Baker, 
from the same immediate family, 
lived and died in Illinois, but I’ve 
been fi nding out a lot of people 
building their own family trees 
don’t diff erentiate the two.

If you study genealogy, you’ll 
know that during certain times in 
history, a husband and wife would 
often times name more than one 
child with the same name, only 
a diff erent middle initial. Or, if a 
child died, the next born would 
have the same name as the one 
who passed away.

That gets really confusing and 
nearly every entry has to be cross 
referenced for that reason. As an 
example, 251 Michael Beckers 
landed in New Orleans in 1848. 
There were also four Mary Beckers 
and one Mary Baker. 

Another son, Peter, later 

homesteaded in Nebraska. He 
and his wife had a son William 
Peter, who in turn, homesteaded 
in Emmons County, North Dakota 
in 1907. William Peter was my 
grandfather.

And that brings me to another 
crucial mistake. Someone was 
building a family tree and had 
all of my dad’s siblings, except 
for one problem. They arbitrarily 
added another brother named Roy. 
My dad had 13 siblings and I’m 
100 percent certain he didn’t have 
a brother name Roy.

It seems relatively easy to fi nd 
ancestors. It’s the cross referencing 
that becomes a challenge. As an 
example, Logan County, Illinois 
didn’t keep death records until 
1870, but it was a state of Illinois 
document that showed the proof 
of Michael and Mary’s lives and 
deaths in the state of Illinois. 

It’s a challenging hobby, but one 
that also brings great satisfaction 
when you can actually re-create 
history with absolute and correct 
information.

Genealogy is not an exact science

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER

I Am Sorry…Really!

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE
ROD WILSON
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Kim Fundingsland

ANGLING AMBITION
He’s been in the fi shing tackle business for 14 years, yet 
he’s only 22 years old.
Peter Olson of Washburn grew up in a family with a love 
of all things outdoors – fi shing, hunting, camping. He 
started making his own fi shing lures at age 8 and still 
does today operating Missouri Secrets Tackle. It’s a 
small business in the competitive fi shing tackle world, 
but it has spurred him towards a goal to succeed in the 
fi shing industry.
“Getting paid to go fi sh? Unless something is wrong with 
you, you can’t complain about that,” remarked Olson.
Today Olson works at tackle and bait shops, a perfect 
environment for learning and gaining experience about 
all things fi shing. Olson loves talking fi shing, particularly 
explaining to others what he has learned from countless 
hours on the water and at the lure-making table.
“The best way to learn something is to teach it,” says 
Olson. “Especially to people who have never fi shed or 
don’t fi sh much at all.”
Olson regards visiting with other fi shermen, regardless of 
their experience on the water, as learning opportunities. 
He shares his knowledge but listens intently to others 
about how they approach the sport and what they have 
learned with rod and reel in hand.
“You better yourself,” explained Olson. “I’m trying to 
learn and understand how everything in the fi shing 
industry works.”
Al and Ron Lindner of Minnesota are credited with 
advancing many fi shing techniques in the country today. 
Their fi shing magazines and television shows helped 
vault the fi shing industry into the monster it is today. 
Like so many anglers, young and old, Olson was a devout 
follower of the leaders in the fi shing industry.
“I grew up watching Al and Ron Lindner on TV and reading 
In-Fisherman magazine,” said Olson. “The fi rst time I 
met Al Lindner in person I was shaking like a leaf on a 
windy day. It was a dream come true. We toured Lindner 
Productions in Brainerd, Minnesota. Unbelievable what 
that group of guys has done. They were ground zero in 
the fi shing industry.”
Olson has never forgotten his fi rst visit with the Lindners, 
especially their attention to minute details that can 
make or break success on the water or in the industry. 
He has aspirations of follwoing in their footsteps, fi nding 
niche in the fi shing world.
“As of right now, my end goal is to become a Bassmaster 
angler. That is my dream,” said Olson. “Right now, I’m 
going where the wind takes me.”
While Olson recognizes Bassmaster anglers as a very 
elite and limited group, he is confi dent his growing 
knowledge of fi shing and of how the fi shing industry 
works gives him another step up on the ladder leading 
to a successful career in which to pursue his passion for 
all things fi shing.
“There’s a lot of diff erent directions to go. Infi nite, 
really,” said Olson. “A lot of the guys at the highest level 
of tournament fi shing don’t make a living at it. Very 
few have ever done that. Their money flow comes from 

working with partners and sponsors.”
Olson has fi shed several Badlands Bass Bandits 
tournaments in North Dakota along with his father, J
Geremy, and done well. It’s a long way from the 
professional level but is a valuable learning experience 
for Olson.
“When you have a group like the Bass Bandits willing 
to help each other and get along, things go better each 
and every way,” explained Olson, adding, “You do need to 
fail in order to succeed. Sometimes you do something 
well and you get content, but you have to change that 
monthly, weekly, daily. That applies to business too. 
It’s all about adjustment, fi guring out what you need to 
change, what you should stop doing and start doing.”
Fishing among the upper echelons of tournament 
anglers is rare, even for the most promising young 
anglers in the country. It’s a goal for Olson, but he knows 
the odds are long. However, he says it puts him on a path 
to keep him involved in fi shing.
“Careerwise, I’m still trying to fi gure out what I truly want 
to do. I know I want to be in the fi shing industry somehow 
because that is my passion. Fishing is what I believe, 
whether or not as a tournament angler,” said Olson. “If I 
fi nd something that works for me, that’s what I’m going 
to do. If it benefi ts my family and me, I’ll know I’m on the 
right track.”

BEST SMOKED RIBS & 
BRISKET IN TOWN!

FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 
SCRATCH RECIPES

SPONSORED BY

NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION
417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

Peter Olson, left, and father Geremy. (Photo: submitted)

 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com

A NOTE FROM THE
PUBLISHER

TED BOLTON

A Prayer Request
Many of you know Rod Wilson, 

I’m asking you to please pray for 
Mr. Wilson as he has surgery on 
his back Friday morning January 
26th. This is a major surgery and 
his recovery will take many weeks, 
so please pray for both a successful 
surgery and a quick recovery. Rod 
has a long history as a journalist, as 
well as being a sales & marketing 
professional, his contributions to 
the success of this enterprise are 
impossible to quantify. I know he 
has touched many of your lives 
through his columns, stories and 
personal interactions, and we all 
look forward to having him back 
at 100% soon.

Thank you so much for keeping 
him top of mind the next few weeks.

With Respect, 
Ted Bolton Publisher

If you would like to send a card 
you can mail to:

Rod Wilson c/o Northern Sentry 
109 Main St S, Minot ND 58701  

Rod & Sue Wilson at the 2026 Honorary Commanders inductions.
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REGISTER ONLINE
FOR JUNE & JULY!
www.internationalmusiccamp.com

(701) 838-8472

WONDERING HOW 
HIGHWAY 83 LOOKS?

CHECK HERE FIRST!

LIVE ROAD CAMERAS AND  
UP-TO-DATE DRIVING CONDITIONS  
BETWEEN MINOT AND MINOT AFB.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

FAMILY BUSINESS FOUNDED IN 1975
ON 83 NORTH- CLOSEST COLLISION CENTER TO BASE

MILITARY FRIENDLY 
JEROMESCOLLISION.COM

(701) 852-5126

Colonel Richard Morrison’s Air 
Force career is a rare and powerful 
example of dedication, resilience, 
and leadership rooted in experience 
at every level of service. From his 
beginnings as an Airman Basic to 
his recent promotion to Colonel, 
Morrison’s path refl ects more than 
three decades of commitment to 
mission, people, and the Air Force 
core values.

Born in Sulphur, Louisiana, 

Col Morrison enlisted in the 
United States Air Force in August 
1992 after entering the Delayed 
Enlistment Program in December 
1991 during his senior year of high 
school. With no immediate family 
members who had served in the 
military, he entered basic training 
eager to learn what the Air Force 
was all about. He began his career 
in Civil Engineering, where he 
developed a strong work ethic and 

an appreciation for teamwork and 
accountability.

While serving on active duty, Col 
Morrison pursued higher education 
and graduated from Wayland 
Baptist University in 2003. After 
13 years as an enlisted Airman and 
having reached the rank of Master 
Sergeant, he was commissioned as 
an offi  cer in May 2006 and entered 
the missile operations career fi eld.

The transition from a senior 
enlisted leader to second lieutenant 
was not without challenges. At 
the time of his commissioning, Col 
Morrison had been serving as a fl ight 
superintendent with more than 
30 Airmen under his leadership. 
Moving to a position where he was 
expected to learn from the ground 
up required humility and patience. 
Over time, he acclimated, excelled, 
and continued to build a reputation 
as a trusted and capable leader.

Throughout his career, Col 
Morrison consistently leveraged 
his enlisted background to connect 
with Airmen. His prior-enlisted 
perspective allowed him to mentor, 
guide, and relate to those he led, 
whether during missile operations 
assignments, maintenance exchange 
programs, or while serving 
in leadership roles across the 
enterprise.

Now serving as the 91st Operations 
Group Deputy Commander, 
Colonel Morrison holds a unique 

From Airman Basic to Colonel: 
Richard Morrison’s 
Journey of Service 

NATALY ZARRELLA, NORTHERN SENTRY

Col. Morrison demonstrated leadership at every level, named Distinguished 
Graduate of his Airman Leadership School class.

Colonel Richard Morrison as an Airman Basic in 1992.

Col Morrison pictured as a lieutenant following 13 years of enlisted service.
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WE STRIVE TO HELP OUR AIRMEN TO FIND  
THEIR PLACE TO CALL HOME! 

NEW TO MINOT, 
OR WANT TO 
MOVE OFF BASE?

THEIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR  PPPPPPPPLACE TO CALL HOME! 

Our rental inventory is always changing 
so bookmark our website and watch 

for your perfect match.

GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

distinction. Aside from General 
Davis and Lt. Gen. Armagost, he 
is the longest-serving active-duty 
member currently serving within 
Air Force Global Strike Command. 
His career spans service under six 
U.S. presidents and seven major 
commands, refl ecting continuity, 
adaptability, and institutional 
knowledge.

At his promotion ceremony, 
Colonel (Ret) Deane Konowicz, who 
presided over the event, described 
Morrison as “a leader who leads 
with confi dence, professionalism 
and courage. He has exceeded every 
expectation on every level.”

Col Morrison attributes much of 
his success to strong mentorship 
and leadership, particularly during 
challenging periods early in his 
missile operations career. Those 
experiences shaped his leadership 
philosophy, which emphasizes 
accountability, honest feedback, and 
genuine care for Airmen and their 
families. He has often stated that 
taking care of Airmen is not always 
about giving them what they want, 
but about helping them achieve 
their goals and holding them to 
high standards.

His promotion is also a moment 
of pride for his family, who have 
shared the sacrifi ces and triumphs 
of his career. His son Jesse spoke 
of the legacy his father has created, 
saying, “It is truly and deeply an 
honor to be your son. You have 
shown and taught me everything 
and gave me all the lessons even 
when I didn’t even know you were 
teaching them. To try to create 
and live a legacy of my own that 
I can only hope to be as great as 
the one you’ve created and will 
leave behind.” Jesse added that 
his father’s infl uence extends far 
beyond the uniform, noting that his 
father has touched countless lives 
and inspired others to follow in his 
footsteps. “Words cannot express 
how thankful and proud I am of 
you,” he said.

His daughter Savannah 
refl ected on both her father’s 
accomplishments and the values he 
instilled. She shared that growing 
up as a military child taught 
her that people should never be 
separated by rank, background, or 
appearance. She expressed hope 
that her father’s promotion serves 
as a reminder that the American 
dream remains achievable. “I 
hope my father’s promotion is an 
inspiration that no matter who you 
are or where you come from, you 
can achieve your goals if you have 
the heart and determination to do 
it,” she said.

Colonel Morrison’s wife, Senior 
Master Sergeant (Ret) Marissa 
Morrison, refl ected on his journey 
with pride. She credited his attention 
to detail, perseverance, and heart for 
people as the traits that carried him 
to this milestone. While she always 
believed in his leadership potential, 
she acknowledged that pinning 
on Colonel was not something she 
initially imagined given the length of 
his career. She off ered words of pride 
and encouragement. “Sweetheart, I 

am super proud of you. I know 
you could not have imagined that 
you would be where you are now. 
Let Airmen see the leadership you 
bring and remember to take care of 
the small details as this is how we 
solve the bigger issues. You have 
the ability to move mountains and 
accomplish any obstacle in your 
way. I will always be your number 
one fan and cheerleader, supporting 
you and encouraging you through 
it all. Let’s go!

Looking back on his promotion, 
Colonel Morrison refl ected on how 

far he has come since enlisting as 
an Airman Basic. He credits the 
mentors, teammates, and family 
members who supported him 
throughout his career and hopes to 
be that same source of guidance and 
encouragement for future Airmen.

From his fi rst day in uniform 
to his promotion to Colonel, 
Richard Morrison’s career stands 
as a testament to what is possible 
through determination, mentorship, 
and a commitment to leading with 
integrity.

(May 2006) Col. 
Morrison pinned as 
2nd Lt. by his wife, 
Marissa, with Jesse 
and Savannah.

Minot’s Premiere  
Drive Thru Liquor Store and  

Neighborhood Lounge.

200 16th Street SW

SELECTION 
OF TOP END 

BOURBONS & 
WHISKEY

Morrison early in his career as a young NCO alongside his wife, Marissa 
Morrison.
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Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

ICE CREAM FOR BREAKFAST DAY
9:00AM-11:00AM
Souris Valley Golf Course
2400 14th Ave SW

Calling all ice cream lovers! Help us celebrate Ice Cream For Breakfast day 
on February 7th, at Souris Valley Golf Course!
Join us for free ice cream, all your favorite toppings, coffee, hot cocoa, and 
board games! After you get your morning fuel, rent a tube for $5.00 and 
head down our sledding hill (weather permitting)!
This is a free event; however, tube rental fees do still apply.
*No pre-registration is required for this event*

07
FEB

For more information:
Facebook / Minot Parks / Events

FROZEN FUN DAY
10:00AM-2:00PM
Polaris Park, 
712 26th Ave NW, Minot

Mark your calendars for January 24th, 2026, from 11:00am to 2:00pm, 
and enjoy a day packed with exciting winter activities, festive games, and 
delicious warm treats. Don’t miss out on the fun!

skating!)

This event is free and includes all rentals used for the duration of the event 
(rentals are limited).

24
JAN

For more information:
Facebook / Minot Parks/ events

WOMEN CONNECT – 
INTENTIONAL COLLISIONS – 
NETWORKING EVENT
3:00PM-5:30PM
The Grand Oasis Hotel, 1505 N Broadway

Minot Women Connect is excited to announce the launch of Intentional 
Collisions, a dynamic networking event designed to create meaningful 
connections between mentors and mentees across our community. Think 
speed dating, but for professional growth. This high-energy experience 
removes barriers, encourages authentic conversations, and fosters 
mentorship and collaboration in a supportive, welcoming environment. 
Whether you’re looking for guidance, ready to share your expertise, or 
eager to meet new professionals, this event is your opportunity to connect 
with intention and walk away with insights that last well beyond the day.

27
JAN INTENTIONAL

COLLISIONS
NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC WOMEN CONNECT PRESENT

GET READY FOR AN EVENT WHERE
CONNECTIONS HAPPEN ON PURPOSE
AND POSSIBILITIES UNFOLD.

Cost: $20 for MACEDC member investors and $30 for non-members
Register at: minotchamberedc.com

16TH ANNUAL CHAMPAGNE & 
ICE GALA 
6:00PM
Clarion Hotel and Convention Center, 
2200 E Burdick Expy

speaker. Gaelin shares his powerful story of resilience and hope, reminding 
us of the life-changing difference caring adults can make in the lives of 
children who have faced adversity. Enjoy an unforgettable night with:

Northern Plains CAC and our mission to bring healing and justice to 
children and families affected by abuse.

14
FEB

Tickets available now at:
www.npcacgala.cbo.io

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

Although the Minot Legal Offi  ce 
does not provide tax advice or 
preparation services, there are 
several free tax fi ling resources 
available to service members and 
their families.

Military One Source is backed 
by the Department of War and 
made exclusively for the military 
community.  Their MilTax program 
is free for service members, eligible 
family members, survivors, and 
veterans up to 365 days from their 
separation or retirement date.  With 
MilTax, you can complete your tax 
return with specialized software, 
connect with a Tax Pro, fi le your 
federal return, and fi le up to three 
state returns.  MilTax software is 
available starting 15 January 2026 
at https://www.militaryonesource.

mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-
military-tax-services. 

The Internal Revenue Service 
off ers the Free File program 
as a do-it-yourself online tax 
preparation available to any fi ler 
with an Adjusted Gross Income of 
$89,000 or less.  Learn more at IRS.
gov/freefi le.

Various Professionals may be 
hired at your own expense, including 
certifi ed public accountants, 
investment advisers, enrolled agents, 
and attorneys.  These professionals 
may be appropriate for especially 
complex tax fi lings.  For guidance 
on choosing a reputable tax 
preparer, please visit https://www.
irs.gov/taxtopics/tc254. 

Tax Guidance for 
Minot AFB Families

MINOT AFB LEGAL OFFICE
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MALMSTROM AIR FORCE 
BASE, Mont. (AFNS) --  

Two MH-139A Grey Wolf 
helicopters assigned to the 40th 
Helicopter Squadron conducted 
their fi rst operational Minuteman 
III intercontinental ballistic missile 
convoy Jan. 8, marking an important 
milestone in the modernization of 
Air Force Global Strike Command’s 
nuclear security operations. 

 The MH-139s shepherded a 
column of missile maintenance and 
armored security vehicles to and 
from a launch facility located more 
than 100 miles east of Malmstrom 
Air Force Base without needing 
to refuel during the six-hour 
movement, demonstrating the 
superior capabilities of AFGSC’s 
newest helicopter as the Air Force 
prepares to retire the UH-1N Huey 
after more than fi ve decades of 
service. 

“Executing our fi rst convoy 
mission with two MH-139s marks 
a signifi cant step forward in 
strengthening our missile security 
operations,” said Maj. Gen. Stacy 
Huser, 20th Air Force commander. 
“The MH-139 allows us to continue 
supporting our ICBM enterprise 
for decades to come with increased 
speed, range and lift.” 

Speed and reach are demanded 
specifi cally due to the more than 
100 launch facilities dispersed across 
Malmstrom AFB’s 13,800-square-
mile area of responsibility that spans 
diverse topography of prairies, 
plains and mountain ranges. 

 Not only is the MH-139 
approximately 50% faster than 
the UH-1N and can arrive on-site 
several minutes sooner – armed and 
with twice as many troops on board 
– it also has enhanced defensive 
systems and is built to support 
missile fi eld security missions across 
vast and austere terrain. 

 The recent convoy escort 
mission gained valuable operational 
experience for AFGSC as 20th AF 
progresses toward initial operational 
capability of its Grey Wolf fl eet. 

 “I am incredibly proud of our 
Airmen who made this success 
possible,” said Col. Bryant 
Bevan, 582nd Helicopter Group 
commander. “This mission provided 
us a multitude of lessons learned, 
which we will utilize as we continue 
to work toward accomplishing IOC 
for the MH-139.” 

 The MH-139’s implementation 
into Air Force operations has been 
an ongoing program for the last 
several years. 

 Boeing delivered the fi rst MH-
139A to the United States Air Force 
on Dec. 19, 2019, at Duke Field, 
Florida. This began combined 
developmental testing for the UH-
1N replacement program. 

Malmstrom AFB then hosted a 
welcome ceremony for the MH-

139A on March 9, 2024. The 550th 
Helicopter Squadron at Malstrom 
AFB began MH-139 conversion 
training the following month. 

The fi rst Initial Operational Test 
and Evaluation fl ight in support of 
nuclear security operations was on 
Jan. 29, 2025.

The MH-139 doesn’t just replace 
an airframe; it directly upgrades 
how quickly security forces can 
mass combat power where it’s 
needed. It has been evaluated 
specifi cally for nuclear security 
tasks that mirror Malmstrom 
AFB’s real-world demands: convoy 
support and emergency response, 
including launch facility recapture 
and recovery scenarios that measure 
how quickly crews can go from idle 
to airborne. 

“Our ICBM mission is the 
foundation of strategic deterrence, 
and it demands absolute reliability, 
security, and readiness,” said Col. 
Daniel Voorhies, 341st Missile 
Wing commander. “The MH-139 
strengthens nuclear surety by 
giving our Airmen a more capable 
platform to protect our forces as 
they carry out the nation’s most 
imperative mission, 24/7/365.” 

The fi rst operational use of the 
MH-139 that occurred on January 8 
was described by Malmstrom AFB’s 
Striker Airmen as both historic and 
reassuring. 

“The performance of the 
helicopter was impressive,” said 
Maj. Nicholas Smith, 40th HS MH-
139 pilot. “This test proved that the 
Grey Wolf can bring all the required 
fi repower necessary to defend our 
nation’s nuclear force in a real 
scenario.” 

Smith said the helicopter’s 
improved Forward Looking Infrared 
and its avionics systems enhanced 
his crew’s situational awareness and 

their ability to support the ground 
force commander. 

“The MH-139 integrated 
seamlessly and provided an 
immediate increase in helicopter 
support capabilities,” Smith said. 

Malmstrom AFB’s mission 
remains shaped by its northern-
tiered reality as its remoteness and 
distance defi nes the fi ght today 
– security forces must be able to 
respond, reinforce and sustain 
operations far from the main 
installation, often with little margin 
for delay. 

“The transition from the UH-1N 
Huey to the MH-139A Grey Wolf is 
one of the fi rst visible steps toward 
the next era of the Global Strike 
mission, eventually leading to the full 
mission integration with Sentinel,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Samuel Earney, 
341st Missile Security Operations 
Squadron Tactical Response Force 
fl ight sergeant. “The transition from 
the battle-tested Huey to the high-
tech Grey Wolf has been bittersweet, 
but given the increased capabilities 
of the new helicopter, it makes sense 
as to why the Air Force chose to 
make the move.” 

Convoy Response Force members 
working on the ground below the 
helicopter also appreciated the 
presence of Grey Wolf helicopters 
during the movement. 

“I think the MH-139 being on 
a mission is a very good addition 
to convoys due to the fact that it 
has a faster top speed,” said Senior 
Airman Nicholas Scaramucci, 341st 
MSOS convoy team leader. 

“I felt honored to be a part of it,” 
said Senior Airman Dwight Panton, 
341st MSOS convoy team leader. “It 
was one of those experiences where 
training and real-world application 
fi nally came together.”

MH-139 Grey Wolf helicopters 
complete fi rst operational ICBM 

convoy security mission
JOHN TURNER, 341ST MISSILE WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

An MH-139A Grey Wolf assigned to the 40th Helicopter Squadron conducts 
its fi rst operational mission at Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont., Jan. 8, 2026. 
The mission marks the beginning of the replacement of the Vietnam-era UH-1N 
Huey and represented a key step in modernizing security for the nation’s land-
based nuclear deterrent. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS TENIYA CALDWELL

Neighborhood 
2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

SELECTED NOMINEES RECEIVE RECOGNITION IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S GIFT CARD
EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM  INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO AND THE REASON THEY ARE A NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

NOMINATE A
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UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com

Enjoying some time in Bismarck at the Chmielewski’s 
Christmas corner house! Braved the cold weather and 
snow to still get some Christmas spirit in!

KARLEE TILLERY PHOTO

Just two little girls taking a nice relaxing lay in the North 
Dakota snow

DREW BANNON PHOTO

That day felt like a dream—trees dusted with powdery 
snow, the world wrapped in quiet white beauty.

PATRIZIA DIAZ PHOTO

There are so many things to 
love about Minot, you just 
have to look deeper. Happy 
New Year! Photo taken a day 
after new year, daddy just 
came back from the fi eld.

ZELYNNE GAMBOA PHOTO

Your photo could be featured on the cover of the next 
Winter Guide. Enter the contest today by scanning the QR 
code above to submit your Wintery photo!
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POST 753

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WATCH FOR JANUARY MEAT RAFFLES 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

1100 31st Street SE, Minot ND

MONTHLY MEETING (Third Tuesday of Each Month)

Tuesday, February 19
1200, Rockers Bar & Grill, Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

AFA.org

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

Col John Burrell commander of 
the 5th Operations Group at Minot 
Air Force Base was the featured 
speaker at the January meeting 
of the Jones Chapter 135 Air and 
Space Forces Association meeting. 

Col Burrell outlined the activities 
of the 23rd and 69th Bomb 
Squadrons, which aff ects the 5th 
Operations Group activities, too. 

“There were a lot of scenarios 
that we had to take head on and 
make work” according to Burrell. 
He outlined how the 5th BW was 
in the middle of an intense Global 
Thunder exercise and then had to 
generate and support a Bomber 
Task force that would take and 
entire squadron of B 52’s away 
from Minot Air Force Base. “We 
not only did it, but we did it very 
successfully according to Burrell.

 In addition to Col Burrell, George 
Masters reviewed the timelines for 
the upcoming Commander’s Choice 
Awards that will be held on April 
9th. According to Masters “our 
guest speaker is Air and Space 
Forces President Burt Field, USAF 
Lt. General (retired)” said Masters. 

The event will be held at the 
Jimmy Doolittle Center on base. 
“We are trying extremely hard to 
get organizations like the Minot 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Military Aff airs Committee involved 
in the banquet. We are also inviting 
all of the Honorary Commanders to 
attend. We only have room for 200, 
but we do want to fi ll the JDL and 
show these recipients how special 
they are” said Masters. 

5th Bomb Wing 
Wraps Up a Busy 2025

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Burt Field, Air and Space Forces President, USAF Lt. 
General (retired) will be guest speaker at the upcoming 
Commander’s Choice Awards in April.

Col John Burrell, 5th Operations Group, was the featured 
speaker at the monthly Air and Space Forces Association 
meeting. Col Burrell outlined what was a very busy 2025 
for the 5th Bomb Wing from an operations stand point.

USING A SNOW BLOWER SAFELY

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

Every year snowblowers are 
one landscaping tool that seem 

particularly as heavy snowfalls 
begin to land. While snowblowers 

from light duty all the way up 
to heavy duty machines capable 
of clearing small parking lots, 
one consideration that many 
prospective snowblower owners 
do not take into consideration is 
safety.  As the snow gets deeper, 
the number of snowblower-
related injuries increases. 
Snowblowers are potentially 
dangerous machines that need 
to be used carefully and with 
respect for their moving parts. 

There are two basic types of 
snowblowers. A single-stage 
blower whirls the gathering/
blowing auger at a very high 
speed. The slower-moving 
gathering auger of the two-stage 
blower has more power. When 
a hand or foot is caught in any 
part of the snowblower, serious 
injury is likely. Keep all shields 
in place and keep hands and feet 
away from all moving parts. 

The snowblower operator 
must be responsible for 
everything that comes out of the 
machine’s chute, including the 
snow discharge and any object 
the blower may pick up. Objects 
other than snow will usually be 
thrown farther than the snow 
discharge, so be alert to where the 
discharge chute is directed. If a 
snowfall is predicted, inspect the 
area to be cleared of snow and 
remove objects that may cause 
personal injury, property damage 
or damage to the machine. Check 
the area again before operating 
the blower. 

The small engine that powers 
a snowblower is also a source of 
risk. It is powerful enough to 

toxic fumes that can be fatal, and 

Electric snowblowers have 

motor is powerful enough to 
cause injury, and the addition 
of electricity is another potential 

cord is when using an electric 
snowblower. If the electric cord 
becomes caught in the machine 
and is severed, sever shock or 
electrocution can result. 

To ensure optimum and 
safe performance, keep the 
snowblower in good condition. 
Check the engine oil level 
before starting. Check the 
adjustment and operation of 
the clutch, blower system, and 
chute positioning before each 

operating session. Even the 

good performance. Be sure that 
the power cord of an electric 
snowblower is in good condition. 
Know how to stop the machine 

Before allowing a youngster to 
handle snow removal, carefully 
consider the young person’s age 
and maturity. Physical ability to 
handle the machine is important, 
but so are maturity and the 
ability to make good judgment 
decisions. Personal injury and 
property damage can easily 
result from errors in judgment.
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

How to make driving 
in inclement weather 

more safe
Impaired visibility can be a safety hazard while driving. 
Everything from sun glare to hail can affect a driver’s 
ability to see the road and navigate it effectively. Before 
drivers get behind the wheel, they should make note of 
their local forecast and make a plan for what to do if 
rain, snow or other conditions make it challenging to 
drive.

The International Association of Traffic and Safety 
Sciences indicates that, based on an examination of 
crash test data conducted by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the “likelihood of a crash 
increases during periods of low visibility, despite the 
tendency for less traffic and for lower speeds to prevail 
during these times.”

Drivers can take several steps to improve their visibility 
when driving in poor weather conditions.

· Inspect and change windshield wiper blades. Wipers 
are instrumental in clearing precipitation away from the 
windshield. If they’re not functioning properly, wipers 
cannot do their jobs. Drivers should replace their wipers 
at the first indication that they are no longer effective. 
In some conditions, wipers can freeze or stick. Drivers 
should then pull over and clean the wipers manually.

· Clear obstructions. Always make sure the windshield is 
clear before driving. This can include removing ice and 
snow in the winter and cleaning off mud or bug splatter 

in the spring and summer. Use the front and rear defrost 
if condensation fogs up windshields and windows.· Slow 
down. Foul weather can reduce drivers’ ability to see far 
into the distance. Drivers should always drive slower in 
inclement weather in order to improve reaction time.

· Top off fluids. Always keep the windshield washer 
reservoir full and keep extra fluid in the trunk. In 
addition, look for a fluid that does not freeze in very 
cold temperatures.

· Learn how to drive in fog. Each year, more than 38,700 
vehicle crashes occur in fog, states the Federal Highway 
Administration. Travelers Insurance recommends 
slowing down, staying focused and using regular 
headlights and not high beams when driving in fog.

· Go out only if necessary. In snowy or icy conditions, 
drive only if it’s absolutely necessary, as snow and ice 
can impair visibility and make roads slick, says AAA.

· Avoid driving at dusk and dawn. The human eye can 
have trouble adjusting to rapidly changing light and 
darkness conditions, which are common at dusk and 
dawn. If possible, drivers should make trips during the 
heart of the day, especially if poor lighting conditions 
typically make it difficult for them to drive.

Drivers can take steps to improve visibility when 
inclement weather makes roadways hard to navigate.
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Note: The Rough Rider Ops 
Competition took place in October 
of 2025, however, due to the federal 
government shutdown an embargo was 
placed on all news stories generated 
from facilities like Minot Air Force 
Base. What that meant was that the 
Rough Rider Ops Competition results 
and photos could not be featured in the 
Northern Sentry, or by any other media. 
Recently The Northern Sentry queried 
the 91st Missile Wing to see if they felt 
that a story about the competition was 
still relevant, and the answer was an 
emphatic “yes!”

 
The word competition at its root 

level means “a rivalry where 2 or 
more parties strive for a common 
goal which cannot be shared.”  When 
a normally scheduled competition 
that pitted squadrons against 
each other to determine which 
squadron excelled in performing 
carefully orchestrated tasks that 
comprised an overall competition 
that gauged crew force effi  ciencies. 
“And although the competition 
was very successful” according to 
Lt. Col Nicholas Gydesen of the 
91st OSS “we collected a lot of data 
that we didn’t expect. We ended 
up using that data to overhaul our 
training program to focus on crew 
force decision making in complex 
scenarios, and we have built 
improvements into our training 
program.” 

 But taking a step back, the Rough 
Rider Ops competition was born of 
a desire to build a competition that 
tested the very mettle of each of the 
squadrons that took part. “Funding 
constraints and other challenges 
postponed a similar competition at 
the Global Strike level called Global 
Strike Challenge. Many of the crew 
members were rather disappointed 
that they didn’t get to compete at 
the Global Strike level, but rather 
than just not have a competition 
the decision was made to craft 

the Rough Riders Ops competition 
which took place in October at 
Minot Air Force Base” according to 
Gydesen. 

 Some of the unexpected surprises 
from the Rough Riders Competition 
“was really how much the crew 
force showed how much they really 
cared about the spirit of competition 
while also demonstrating their 
capabilities and their knowledge. 
They all raised their hands (those 
who competed) and said I want to 
show what I’m made of here, not 
only me but my squadron.” 

 The competition was totally 
voluntary for anyone competing, 
and the time for the competition 
had to be carved out of weekend 
hours and carefully scheduled 
around the schedules of each 
squadron. “During their training 
week they prepared, and they 
executed the competition on that 
Saturday” according to Gydesen. 

“With the success we had 
this year, we can envision the 
competition happening every other 
year, as the Global Strike Challenge 
also happens every other year. It 
will keep our crew force fresh, it 
will keep them thinking in the 
grey area so they can continually 
solve complex problems outside the 
bounds of the day to day missile 
operations and procedures that we 
have” says Gydesen. “Not only did 
we test their knowledge, but we 
tested their ability to communicate 
and their ability to show teamwork 
during the entire course of the 
scenario.” 

 And the overall winner is (or 
was)…

“The 742nd Missile Squadron, 
who will have their name inscribed 
on the Col Jimmy “Wolf” Schlabach 
Trophy, which is named after Col 
Schlabach for the tremendous 
support he gave us in organizing 
and supporting this competition” 
says Gydesen. 

Better Late….
Congratulations 
to 742nd Missile 

Squadron
ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

The 742nd takes home the Rough Rider Award Trophy.

Col Schlabach & Chief Thomas hold the Rough Rider Award trophy surrounded by the command team of the 91st 
Missile Squadron.

The 742nd Missile Squadron garnered fi rst place in the inaugural Rough Rider Award competition.

 The commemorative patch of 
the fi rst Roughrider Awards 
given to each participant.

Col Jimmy “Wolf” Schlabach Trophy
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Minot, N.D. – The Minot 
Area Chamber EDC invites 
middle school students in 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade from public, 
private, and home schools in 
and around Minot to apply 
for the 2026 National Civics 
Bee, a nonpartisan competition 
created and organized by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation. Students begin by 
submitting a four-paragraph 
essay proposing ideas to 
improve their communities, and 
the top scoring essay fi nalists 
will be invited to a live quiz 
competition in Minot.

Finalists who advance to 
live quiz competitions at the 
regional, state, and national 
levels have the chance to 
win prizes and represent 

their communities. They also 
strengthen their civics, writing, 
and public speaking skills, and 
form friendships with other 
young leaders along the way.

The fi rst-place winner of the 
North Dakota State Finals will 
earn a trip to Washington, D.C. 
to compete in the National 
Championship in Fall 2026. 
Finalists who advance to the 
National Championship will 
compete for cash prizes, national 
recognition, and a $100,000 
529 education savings plan 
contribution. Thanks to the 
generous support of the Fisher 
Global Foundation, the fi rst-
place winner in each state may 
also secure a $5,000 donation 
for their school.

Educators, youth leaders, 

and parents are encouraged 
to share this opportunity 
with their middle school 
students. Educator and student 
resources are available to help 
students craft and submit 
their essays. To access these 
resources, visit https://civics.
uschamberfoundation.org/ncb-
how-it-works/.

The application portal is 
open now through February 
4, 2026, at 3:59 a.m. Central 
Standard Time. Students can 
apply at https://my.reviewr.
com/NationalCivicsBee/site/
Na t i ona lC i v i c sBe e2026 . 
Students without access to the 
internet or a computer may 
submit their applications by 
mail.

“This is our second year 

presenting the National Civics 
Bee after hosting the only bee 
in the state in 2025,” said Carla 
Dolan, Vice President Minot 
Area Chamber EDC. “The 
winner of the 2025 event went 
on to the state and national 
competitions. We are proud 
to off er this to area youth to 
encourage civics knowledge for 
our future employees.”

“Fostering a deep 
understanding of civics and 
government among our 
young students is critical to 
the vibrancy of democracy 

and civic life in America. The 
National Civics Bee provides a 
unique platform for them to not 
only showcase their knowledge 
but also become active and 
engaged citizens of the future,” 
said Hilary Crow, Vice President 
of Civics at the U.S. Chamber 
Foundation.

For more information about 
entering the National Civics 
Bee, visit nationalcivicsbee.
org. For interview requests or 
additional information, please 
contact tim@minotchamberedc.
com.

2026 National Civics Bee® Essay 
Application Portal Now Open for 
North Dakota Middle Schoolers

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC

The 2025 National Civics Bee ® Local Competition at Minot State University.

Calling all middle school students to share their ideas, 
showcase their civics knowledge, engage in their 

communities, and compete for prizes and recognition.

MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

LET'S 
PARTY COSMIC 

PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT 
YOUR PARTY PACKAGES, 

EVENT SPACES, AND PARTY
 ENHANCEMENT SERVICES TODAY.

EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM
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Solution to puzzle on page B9SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Margie’s
Art Glass     Studio

Drop-In 
(No Appointment Needed)

Pottery Studio

109 South Main St. 

margiesartglass.com

PAINT 
YOUR OWN 
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Supplying Calling Cards 
and Posters to 

Local Establishments

Donating the Phone 
Services for Safe Rides

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS AADD)

(701) 727-2233
THURSDAY, FRIDAY 
& SATURDAYS
09:00 PM - 03:00 AM

Available to ALL Minot AFB 

Call Safe Rides Minot AFB
Notify location and destination
State the amount of people 

 that need a ride
Give a description on an easily  

 identifiable article of clothing
Verify member’s military/

 dependent status by showing  
 identification

Supplying 
Calling Cards

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 

Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi Mexico
3816 South Broadway, Minot

Phone: 701.858.0777
www.mimexicominotnd.com

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving Rooster
30 1st St. NE, Minot

Phone: 701.838.3030
www.starvingrooster.com

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide

Do Eat Asian Cuisine 
All You Can Eat 

2400 10th Street Southwest, #522, Minot
Phone: 701.837.9999

www.doeatasiancuisine.com

Call Rod to Get Your Business Listed Here 701.839.0946 

The Lamplighter Liquor 
Store & Lounge

200 16th Street SW, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9500

Facebook/Lamplighter Lounge

Dakota
Hope
Clinic

dakotahope.org
315 S Main St #205
Minot, ND 
Client Line: 701-852-4673

 SRT will award seven local 
scholarships totaling $15,000 
to students in 2026. National 
scholarships are also available 
through SRT’s partnership with the 
Foundation for Rural Service (FRS).

The SRT College Scholarship 
program will award six $2,000 
scholarships. The program 
evaluates community involvement, 
school activities, an essay response, 
and grade point average. 

The SRT Technical Scholarship 
will award $3,000 to one student. 
This scholarship is open to 
graduating high school seniors or 
undergraduate students studying 

telecommunications or other 
computer-technology-related fi elds. 

SRT is also a member of FRS to 
participate in a national scholarship 
program. Local students submitting 
an FRS application are eligible 
for multiple national scholarship 
opportunities. 

Applications are available online 
at srt.com/srtcares. FRS Scholarship 
applications are due February 14 
and SRT Scholarship applications 
are due by 5:00 pm on March 
20. Scholarship recipients will be 
announced in April and an awards 
lunch will be held for the winners.

SRT Communications, 

headquartered in Minot, North 
Dakota, is the state’s largest 
telecommunications cooperative 
and a multi-gig internet provider. 
Established in 1951, SRT employs 
roughly 180 people and serves 
more than 25,000 customers 
across north-central North Dakota. 
SRT built a fi ber optic broadband 
network throughout its service 
area. Services include high-speed 
internet, phone, and security and 
surveillance systems for home and 
business. Learn more at www.srt.
com.

SRT Off ering $15,000 in 
2026 Scholarship Opportunities

SRT COMMUNICATIONS

Minot State University announced 
a total of 510 students were named 
to the Fall 2025 President’s List 
and 312 students were named to 
the Vice President for Academic 
Aff airs’ Honor Roll.

Students who earned a term 
grade point average of 3.8 or 
higher while enrolled for 12 or 
more credits during the Fall 2025 
semester were named to the list. 
The honor will appear on the 
student’s transcript for the semester 
in which it was earned. Students 
who earned a term grade point 
average of 3.5-3.79 while enrolled 
for 12 or more credits during the 
Fall 2025 semester were named to 

the VPAA list. The honor will show 
on the student’s transcript for the 
semester it was earned.

MINOT STATE FALL 2025 
PRESIDENT’S LIST

Minot AFB: Krista Basto, 
Kaleb Clancy, Sophie Su

MINOT STATE FALL 2025 
VPAA HONOR ROLL

Minot AFB: Nadia Diaz, 
Christian Dryden, Andrew Edwards, 
Meridith Graham, Xavier Ottinger, 
Collin Roth, Emma Swisher, Genesis 
Villalobos

A complete list of students on the 
President List and Honor Roll can 
be found here

Minot State Fall 2025 
President’s List, VPAA Honor Roll

MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY
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CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM • FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM
SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND3816 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT, ND
701-858-0777701-858-0777

WWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COMWWW.MIMEXICOMINOTND.COM

Dragon Master Builders: 
Great American Defense 

Community’s MAFB Team

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL LIAI-

SON PROGRAM 

The season ran from September 
3rd, 2025 to January 24th, 2026.  
This year’s theme: Unearthed 
(archaeology)!  Ten fourth and fi fth 
graders, including homeschoolers, 
participated in 34 hours of hands-
on STEAM training.  Parent 
volunteer, Ms. Meghan Langan, 
shared her experience coaching 
FIRST Lego League teams in 
the past and really enhanced the 
team’s technical focus on meeting 
judges’ expectations and coding!  
She also ordered our team shirts 
and planned our competition day!  
Unfortunately, I may have annoyed 
her with my free-build sessions 
and Mingle Jingle craft times, but I 
believe I was instrumental in team 
operations: submitting marketing 
requests, team sign-up and setup 
via FIRST Dashboard, room 
setup with MAFB library books, 
weekly parent email reminders, 
and coordinating our on-site 
archaeological dig and Dr. Watts 
visit!  We, in short, complimented 
each other.  I will never forget her 
laugh at my excited surprise when 
we successfully completed our fi rst 
Lego mission.  That was fun!

Each Wednesday from 6-8pm, 
all students met in the School 
Liaison Offi  ce to work on team-
building, researching a problem, 
solution, and robot programming 
to complete various lego board 
missions.  Our problem was 
discussed, but wasn’t solidifi ed 
until after Ms. Amanda Watts, 
local archeologist from Minot State 
University, visited and shared her 
experiences on digs.  Our problem: 
Under the cover of darkness, 
raiders take archaeologist’s 
equipment and tools, so they 
are unable to complete their 
excavation.  Our creative, military-
inspired solution will be on display 
on January 24th during the all-day 
robotics competition at MSU!

The season started with many 
team-building activities.  Here 
are a few: follow-directions/guess 
drawings activity, balloons-aloft 
challenge, Lego-build challenge, 
and hula-hoop relay.  Students 
were reminded to be encouraging, 
kind, and supportive of each 
other’s eff orts.  We routinely 
started each meeting with these 
activities and ended each meeting 
with programming/coding our 

robot.
Then, the students had a real-

time, hands-on archeological dig in 
the School Liaison Offi  ce’s empty 
fl owerbed!  We learned various 
archaeological terms featured in 
the current ND Heritage Center 
and State Museum display: grid, 
units, screening, and lab.  We also 
learned about geophysical survey 
methods: Ground Penetrating 
Radar, Electrical Resistance, and 
Magnetic Gradiometry.  I thank 
my husband for taking our family 
to see this display so that I could 
share the information and am truly 
grateful for his support—always—
for my classroom/team activities 
these past ten years in government 
service.  I also thank Ms. Danielle 
Smith, USDA Coordinator for 
Family Child Care, for providing 
archaeological (gardening) tools!  

Next, Ms. Watts shared her 
fi eld experience in the UK, USA, 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Rapa Nui, 
and Egypt.  She patiently, expertly, 
and enthusiastically answered lots 
of questions!  We were lucky to 
have her visit us at Minot AFB.  
Thank you, again, Ms. Watts.  
Your time spent with us was truly 
valuable and very interesting!  
You brought us to our educated 
solution!

After that, team shirts were 
designed by all students, a vote 
was conducted, and our winning 
design was created by Avry 
Trott!  It thoughtfully features a 
geometric dragon head (our 5th 
Force Support Squadron’s mascot 
is a dragon) outlined in white, 

surrounded by twelve red Legos 
(representing each team member 
and both coaches), on a black 
t-shirt. 

Lastly, it was time to hone our 
programming and presentation 
skills.  Only two students are 
permitted to be at the board at 
one time.  We have two minutes 
and thirty seconds to run as 
many missions as we can and 
generate points for our team 
upon successful completion.  We 
practiced transitioning quickly 
from each pair of two students 
per mission working on set-up, 
run, and tear-down of each robot 
tool and timing the runs.  We will 
be judged on the following four 
areas: Robot Design, Innovation 
Project, Robot Performance, and 
Core Values.

As we head into the competition, 
we are hopeful of generating 
points, but more than that, we 
are better for having had the 
opportunity to learn more about 
teamwork, archaeology, and 
coding.  I would be remiss to say 
this could not have happened 
without our partnership with Full 
STEAM Ahead in Minot.  We give 
a big Thank You to them and their 
organization!  We truly are a Great 
American Defense Community.

The information in this article 
is provided as a resource and 
does not constitute endorsement 
by Minot AFB, the United States 
Air Force, or the Department of 
War of the external website, or the 
information, products, or services 
contained therein.

YOUTH IN ACTION SPONSORED BY MI MEXICO

701-852-4569

minotrainbowphoto@gmail.com

215 11th Ave SW Minot, ND 58702

 Walk-in Passport Photos

 Restoration

 Film Processing

 Reprints/Enlargements, Etc.
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As Minot United Hockey skates 
through another competitive 
season, the drive and support 
behind its players go far beyond 
goals and assists. Let us look into 
one of the families of the team. 
For Landin and Maddin Slind, 
two of the sport’s dedicated 
forwards, hockey isn’t just a 
game, it’s a rhythm that shapes 
their days, their responsibilities, 
and the way they grow.

For 10-year-old Maddin Slind, 
passion for hockey starts simply: 
“My friends and scoring goals,” 
he says. Between school, snacks, 
and practice, Maddin fi nds space 
for balance. “I have a snack, relax 
and go to practice,” he explains. 
His schoolwork fi ts in too. “My 
only homework is reading so I 
read in bed.” While his routine 
may seem laid-back, Maddin 
identifi es one clear lesson from 
hockey: “how to work hard.”

His older brother, 16-year-
old Landin Slind, shares a more 
structured viewpoint. Landin’s 
daily focus revolves around three 
essentials: “School, practice, rest/
homework.” He emphasizes 
a personal commitment to 
accountability, both in the 
classroom and on the ice. 
“Hold myself accountable for 
my work,” he says, noting that 
hockey has helped strengthen his 
sense of responsibility. Landin’s 
motivation is clear. “The drive to 
prove that I am a strong person 
and player.” His advice to younger 
players is straightforward. “Make 
sure school always comes fi rst, 
and when you are on the ice use 
all the eff ort you have.”

Behind the Slind brothers’ 
eff ort is a family committed to 
keeping them organized, balanced, 

and supported.
Their mother, the glue of the 

family, Regan Slind, manages a 
complex schedule with both paper 
and digital calendars to track 
practices, games, reminders, and 
appointments. She stresses the 
importance of family support, 
not just in logistics like rides 
and meals, but in encouragement 
through both struggles and 
triumphs. Regan also emphasizes 
the need for balance, encouraging 
her kids to listen to their bodies 
and take rest seriously when 
mental or physical fatigue sets in.

Refl ecting on her role, she 
admits that the challenge of 
coordinating three busy kids can 
be overwhelming. “I didn’t realize 
how exhausting it is as a mom… 
fi tting meals, appointments, 
family time around practices and 
games.” But she wouldn’t trade 
it for the world. “The memories 
and watching the kids accomplish 
their goals is priceless and worth 
every busy evening and weekend.”

Their father, Josh Slind, takes 
pride in supporting the family’s 
hockey life through practical 
means giving rides, making 
out-of-town travel possible, and 
helping his kids understand the 
value of eff ort and teamwork. 
When stress creeps in, he reminds 
them to focus on what they can 
control in the moment. “Enjoy the 
time and sports. The time goes 
too fast,” he says, a sentiment that 
resonates with both parents and 
players.

Rounding out the Slind family 
is freshman sister Joslin Slind, 
who balances school, cheer, fi gure 
skating, and family commitments 
with the same discipline seen in 
her brothers. “I try to stay on 

top of school and plan ahead,” 
she says. “School always comes 
fi rst, then cheer, and I make sure 
I still give myself time to relax so 
I don’t overwork myself.”

Her days are long and carefully 
structured. “I go to classes from 
8–3, then I have cheer practice 
from 3:30–6. Sometimes I have 
hockey games right after practice, 
and other times I go to church. 
Even on busy days, I still make 
sure I get my homework done.” 
To stay ahead, Joslin relies on 
preparation. “I usually try to 
fi nish my assignments early 
before my activities, but if I don’t, 
I make sure I complete them the 
night they’re due.”

The biggest challenge for her 
is time management. “Cheer is 
a big part of my life, so I don’t 
have much time to rest, even on 
weekends.” Still, her motivation 
stays strong. “I remind myself 
that I’m doing this for a purpose 
and that people look up to me. 
I also remember that cheer is 
a team commitment, and not 
everyone gets the opportunity to 
do what I’m doing.”

Together, the Slind family off ers 
a snapshot of what it takes to 
balance youth sports with school, 
responsibility, and personal 
growth. For Landin, Maddin, 
and Joslin, the rink, the gym, and 
the classroom are all places where 
lessons are learned, character is 
built, and eff ort matters.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST

Inside the Mind 
of Minot United Hockey: 

A Look at the Slind Family

The Slind FamilyLeft to Right: Joslin, Josh, Regan, Maddin, Landin Slind

Landin Slind playing on the ice for Minot United.

Champagne 
Ice Gala

Diamonds, Bubbles & Bidding

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP
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There is no better time than now to take control of your 
financial future. Your local First Command Financial 
Advisor will work with you to build a personalized  
plan for pursuing your short and long-term goals.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP
TOWARD THE LIFE 
YOU IMAGINE

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance 
Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other 
financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

FIRST COMMAND FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1St ST NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669

SPONSORED BYMINOT NORTH
SENTINEL REPORT

It’s been a week of highs, 
lows, and everything in between 
for Minot United and Minot 
North athletics, with every 
team showing heart, hustle, 
and determination. The Minot 
United Boys Hockey varsity 
team hit a bump in WDA play, 
suff ering their fi rst loss of the 
season in a hard-fought 3-2 
battle against Legacy three days 
ago. The game was tight from 
start to fi nish, and despite the 
loss, the boys showed fl ashes 
of the skill and grit that have 
carried them through the 
season.

The bounce-back came 
quickly. Junior varsity didn’t 
skip a beat, storming to a 5-1 
victory just days later. Mielke 
was solid in net, keeping the 
team confi dent and in control 
throughout the game. Varsity 
followed suit, grinding out a 4-1 
win with goals from C. Richeson, 
Grosz, Bradley, and Christopher. 
L. Richeson was outstanding in 
net, making key saves that kept 
the opponent from mounting a 
comeback. The team is already 
back at work, eyes forward, and 
focused on sharpening their 
play for the next challenge.

Meanwhile, the Minot 
North Girls Basketball team 
has been locked in on every 
possession, even when results 
didn’t go their way. On January 
13th, they fell 64-74 against 

St. Mary’s, and three days 
later, a close 66-68 loss to the 
Bismarck Demons showed just 
how competitive this squad can 
be. Brynn Francis stood out, 
earning the Isaac Award with a 
gritty, all-around performance. 
She locked in on defense, battled 
every rebound in the paint, 
and knocked down clutch free 
throws when the game was on 
the line. Her eff ort epitomizes 
what this team is about: heart, 
focus, and toughness no matter 
the scoreboard.

The boys basketball team has 
had a rollercoaster stretch as 
well. January 16th, they suff ered 
a heavy loss to the Bismarck 
Demons, 28-89, but earlier 
proved their skill by squeaking 
out a 75-74 win over St. Mary’s. 
The win showed resilience and 
clutch performance, highlighting 
the team’s ability to stay 
composed under pressure and 
fi ght for every point.

Off  the hardwood and ice, the 
Minot United Dance Team is 
gearing up for its Annual Home 
Show on January 24th at 4 p.m. 
at Minot North High School. 
Admission is $7 for adults, $5 
for students, and free for kids 
under 5. The event will feature a 
showcase of talent from MUDT, 
Magikix, Mini Damp Dancers, 
Studio X, MCDC, MDA, and 
the Minot United Drum Line. 
Fans can expect high-energy 

performances and a taste of 
what the team will bring to 
state competition on January 
30th and 31st. The excitement is 
building, and the show promises 
to be a highlight of the season.

Minot North Cheer also had 
a weekend to remember at the 
Best of the Midwest competition, 
despite dealing with multiple 
injured team members. Their 
resilience and skill shone 
through in team events, where 
Time Out placed 2nd, Game 
Day also 2nd, and CDR fi nished 
3rd. The Triple Threat squads 
earned top fi nishes, including a 
1st-place for Amelia, Ashley, and 
Makynzie, 3rd for Rie, Alina, and 
Peyton, and 5th for Tori, Kiarra, 
and Peyton. Solos were equally 
impressive: Makynzie earned 
1st for her tumble solo, Vreelyn 
captured 1st for Champion Solo 

Star and 4th in her tumble 
solo. Stunt competitions were 
competitive as well, with Silver 
Strike placing 2nd, Navy Storm 
6th, and Northern Lights 9th. In 
the jump solo, Vreelyn took 1st, 
Kiarra 4th, Makynzie 9th, and 
Peyton 10th.

The crowning achievements 
came with Minot North earning 
the Best Stunts award and 
Vreelyn Nygard taking home 
the honor of Triple Crown 
Champion. This recognition 
highlights the team’s dedication, 
skill, and relentless work ethic. 
Even with injuries and the 
physical demands of the season, 
Minot North Cheer proved they 
could compete at the highest 
level.

Through all of these 
challenges and triumphs, 
Minot United and Minot North 

athletes have shown what 
makes their programs special: 
grit, teamwork, and the ability 
to rise to the occasion. From 
tight losses to thrilling wins, 
from high-fl ying stunts to 
fl awless routines, the athletes 
have demonstrated resilience 
and focus. Every game, every 
routine, every play refl ects 
a commitment to excellence 
that defi nes their teams. Fans 
and supporters have plenty to 
celebrate, and with the season 
far from over, the weeks ahead 
promise more action, excitement, 
and standout performances. The 
athletes are ready, the teams 
are motivated, and the city 
is watching as Minot United 
and Minot North continue to 
compete, inspire, and push the 
limits of what they can achieve.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST

Minot United and 
Minot North Athletics: 

A Week of Grit, Growth, 
and Competition

Minot North Cheer Team - The Best of the Midwest 2026

4715 NORTH BROADWAY, MINOT
701-500-7066
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A LOOK BACK

On January 22, 1975, the 57th Air 
Division was activated at Minot 
Air Force Base, ND. The unit had 
a long history overseas and at 
many other United States bases 
before moving without personnel 
or equipment to Minot. It took 
on the resources of the base and 
lent vital support to the 91st 
Strategic Missile Wing and 5th 
Bombardment Wing. The 57th 
AD would go on to become the 
host unit of the base after the Iran 

Hostage Crisis in 1980, when Strategic Air Command tasked them with 
organizing the Strategic Protection Force. The 57th AD was the first 
division in SAC to implement the concept. At the forefront of the force 
were the B-52 Stratofortresses, which could provide worldwide warfare 
capabilities. The 57th Air Division was in control of all missile and 
bomb wings in North Dakota, including those at Grand Forks AFB and 
Minot. The unit was deactivated in June of 1991 and the 5th Bomb Wing 
became the host wing, and continues to assume host responsibilities to 
this day.

JANUARY 22, 1975  
57TH AIR DIVISION IS ACTIVATED AT MINOT AFB

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

Information courtesy of: minot.af.mil / Air Force Combat Wings by Charles Ravenstein / History of Minot AFB c. 1980

FULL LINE HOBBY SHOP
RC Airplanes, Monster Trucks- 
Cars, Boats, Rockets & Kites

HO/N Scale Trains (Lionel & more)
Plastic Models ie. GUNDAM & Much More 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
2112 North Broadway

701-838-1658

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR MORE DETAILS 
ON HOW YOUR ARTICLE CAN BE FEATURED 

IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY!

The 19th annual Rumble on 
the Red Wrestling Championship 
is a three-day event hosted at 
the Fargodome in Fargo, North 
Dakota. Nearly 2,000 varsity and 
JV wrestlers, along with more than 
1,200 youth wrestlers from over 50 
youth dual teams, compete over 
the course of the tournament. 

With 24 mats running 
simultaneously, Rumble on the 
Red is one of the largest high 
school wrestling events in the 
United States. On January 2, the 

Minot United Girls Wrestling Team 
traveled to Fargo to compete. Last 
year, the team had six placers 
at the tournament. This season, 
under Head Coach Ari Korish, 
Coach Stenberg, and Coach Jones, 
the girls placed third overall 
as a team, fi nishing with eight 
individual placers. 

Girls Varsity Results - Rumble on 
the Red: 100: Brooklyn Ost, 2nd; 
106: Ella Brown, 7th; 112: Monica 
Boakye, 5th and Khylie Schlotz, 
6th; 118: Fatimazahra Elbouab, 

7th; 130: Madisyn Racine, 3rd; 142: 
Riley Hansen, 8th; 148: Maycee 
Boyce, 3rd. With eight placers, 
the Minot United Girls Wrestling 
Team demonstrated strong eff ort 
and dedication throughout the 
tournament. 

The second day required the most 
grit, as many wrestlers competed 
in the blood rounds to determine 
placement. The Minot United Boys 
Wrestling Team also found success 
in Fargo. Kale Risbrudt placed fi rst 
in JV at 285, while Jack Combs 
placed seventh in varsity at 107. 
While the boys had fewer placers, 
the team wrestled hard and gained 
valuable experience.

 The following week, the Minot 
United Girls Wrestling Team 
hosted a dual at Minot High 
against Bismarck Legacy. That 
evening also marked the team’s 
senior night, where the seniors 
were recognized and celebrated. 
The next day, on January 9, both 
teams competed in the 60th annual 
Bismarck Rotary Tournament, 
held at the Bismarck Event Center 
and hosted by BPS Activities and 
the Rotary.

The two-day tournament 
featured over 1,200 wrestlers from 
North Dakota and surrounding 
states, including South Dakota 
and Montana. At the Rotary 
Tournament, the girls had six 
placers. Girls Varsity Results - 
Bismarck Rotary: 100: Brooklyn 

Ost, 2nd; 106: Ella Brown, 
4th; 112: Monica Boakye, 6th; 
118: Khylie Schlotz, 3rd and 
Fatimazahra Elbouab, 8th; 130: 
Madisyn Racine, 2nd. The boys 
also had a successful showing, 
earning multiple placers across 
both varsity and JV divisions. 
Boys Varsity Results - Bismarck 
Rotary: 107: Jack Combs, 5th; 133: 
Tayven Blackaby, 7th; 139: Korbin 

Kraft, 2nd; 215: Evan Berg, 3rd 
and Tucker Nelson, 4th; 285: Kale 
Risbrudt, 8th. 

The two eventful weeks proved 
to be a success for both teams. As 
Minot United progresses through 
the season, the wrestlers look 
forward to the upcoming state 
tournament in February.

Grit on the Mats: 
Minot United Wrestles Through 

Fargo And Bismarck
FATIMZAHRA ELBOUAB, AGE 16

Monica Boakye (MU), right, wrestles Alicia Kenfack (BL), left, during the dual 
at Minot High.  

MASON KRAMER PHOTOGRAPHY

The Minot United Girls Wrestling Team after the Rumble on the Red Tournament.   
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AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway. tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

PROFESSIONALS

LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

PET GROOMINGAUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

SUDOKU SOLUTION

PUZZLE ON PAGE B3

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 

tfn

RENTALS

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FOR SALE
BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WS 90
225-145 R17 Snow Tires- Set of 4
Mint Condition- $300.00. 
Someone Will Get A GREAT 
Deal! (701) 818-0739 

tfn

MINOT AFB

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL 
UNIVERSITY  – 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, 
hands-on programs will prepare you 
for careers well beyond the limits of 
the sky. Our Worldwide Campus 
has been working with U.S. military 
service members since 1970, helping 
them to earn a degree while on active 
duty or as veterans. And we do it at 
more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle 
Minot Campus — located at Minot 
Air Force Base — offers associate, 
bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
as well as undergraduate and 
graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty 
military service member, a veteran, 
or a civilian working at or around 
Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn 
your college degree. A degree 
from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will 
help service members to become 
commissioned offi cers, will make 
veterans more desirable job 
candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians 
with job advancement or career 
changes. Our modes of instruction 
are: Online, Eaglevision Home and 
Eaglevision Classroom. For more 
information, please visit us in Room 
223 located in the Base Education 
Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: 
minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 
701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – 
Minot State University is excited to 
again offer face-to-face classes at 
the  Minot Air Force Base. There is 
no application fee for active-duty 
military personnel. Military personnel 
can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) 
degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more 
information, contact Brigitte Mikula 
at 701-727-9044 or by email at 
Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – 
Your degree, Your way. Park 
University is enrolling now. Earn your 
CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your 
Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s 
maximize your military experience! 
Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience 
by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! 
Enable the Park University skill on 
your Alexa device and say “Alexa, 
ask Park, How many credit hours can 
I get from my military experience?” 
She’ll even tell you your graduation 
date! Minot AFB @ the Education 
Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  
mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School graduate, 
artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that are on 
display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON

PICTURE PERFECT BLINDS, LLC- 
Make your windows picture 
perfect! Custom window blinds 
and coverings. Professional 
measuring, ordering, and 
installation, with local and reliable 
service. Call for a free consultation 
today! 701-340-7729

02-20-26
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, Jan. 
19: 1,828.77 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL); 16,200 cubic 
feet per second (CFS) Garrison 
Dam average daily releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,448.89 
feet above mean sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 1,448.82 
MSL. 
• N.D. Game & Fish Dept. 
game wardens: Not much 
activity throughout the region 
due to weather but anglers on 
Lake Metigoshe continue fi nding 
fair bluegill success.
• Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, 
Devils Lake: Generally good ice 
conditions on Devils Lake with 
good access and limited snow 
cover so anglers can move 
around. Always use caution on 
the ice, however. Anglers fi nding 
a solid walleye bite during the 
golden hours of an hour before 
and after sunrise and sunset for 
better success. Some improving 
perch success in various 
locations. Move around but be 
patient when marking fi sh. Perch 
are staying close to the bottom. 
• Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville: No new reports from 
Lake Darling or Lake Audubon. 
• Lake Metigoshe, Four Seasons, 
Bottineau: Limited activity but 
those anglers venturing onto 
Lake Metigoshe continue fi nding 
occasional walleye with fair 
bluegill success.
• Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Cenex Bait & Tackle, 
Garrison: Limited activity on Lake 
Audubon with no new reports 
due to weather. 
• Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Hwy. 83 Lawn & 
Leisure, Garrison: Not much 
activity due to weather but a few 
reports of scattered smallmouth 
bass success on Lake Audubon. 

No reports from the east end of 
Lake Sakakawea.
• Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 
No new reports from the Van 
Hook Arm with weather limiting 
activity. Watch ice conditions 
when venturing out due to earlier 
thawing and re-freezing on top of 
the ice. 
• Lake Sakakawea/Missouri 
River, Scott’s Bait & Tackle, Pick 
City: Weather permitting, Missouri 
River tailrace continues producing 
walleye from boats. Lake Audubon 
hit-and-miss for walleye. Use 
caution on the back bays of the 
east end of Lake Sakakawea with 
variable ice depths. 
• Lake Sakakawea/northwest 
N.D. lakes, Scenic Sports, 
Williston: Better success on the 
west end of Lake Sakakawea 
is turning to a low light, night 
walleye bite. Try the guard camp 
area around Lund’s Landing in 
deeper water around 16 feet. 
Some pike activity in low water 
areas around Hoffl und Island. 
Yellowstone River improving for 
walleye. Look for some crappie 
success yet on Trenton Lake. 
Blacktail Dam producing small 
perch with occasional walleye. 

• North-central/central N.D. 
lakes, Towner Hdwe. Hank, 
Towner: Weather limited activity 
on area lakes. 
DOWNHILL SKI REPORTS: 

• Big Sky Resort, Big Sky, Mont., 
(800) 548-4486: 27- to 47-inch 
base with 233 runs and 38 lifts 
open. 
• Bottineau Winter Park, 
Bottineau, (701) 263-4556: 
12- to 24-inch base with 6 runs, 
terrain park, 1 chair, 1T-bar, and 
2 carpets open.
• Frostfi re Ski Area, Walhalla, 
(701) 549-3600: 7 runs open.
• Huff Hills Ski Area, Mandan, 
(701) 663-6421: 15- to 22-inch 
machine groomed base with 
5 runs, 1 lift, and 1 tow open. 
Snow-making ongoing when 
possible. 
• Terry Peak, Lead, S.D., (605) 
584-2165: 14- to 24-inch base 
with 10 runs, 4 lifts, and 1 carpet 
open.
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
• N.D. Game and Fish Dept., 
main Bismarck offi ce: (701) 328-
6300, website: (http://gf.nd.
gov).
• Report All Poachers: (701) 
328-9921.

• Ice is never completely safe. Avoid areas with vegetation, 
moving water, pressure ridges, and springs. Check conditions as 
you go along on the ice and don’t move around at night.
• Jan. 23 & 24: Minot Curling Club Curling for the Cure Bonspiel, 
Minot. 
• Jan. 24: Frozen Fun Day, Polaris Park, Minot. Winter activities, 
games, and treats. Free event begins at 11 a.m.
• Jan. 24: Bakken Bag Fest Cornhole Tournament, (free), Clarion 
Hotel & Convention Center, Minot, 1:30 p.m.
• Jan. 31: Evening Hike Series: Full snow Moon Candlelight 
Hike, Fort Stevenson State Park, Garrison, featuring Team North 
Dakota Snow Sculpture team creating a campfi re scene snow 
sculpture (snow conditions permitting), 6:30 p.m.
• Feb. 4: Cabin Fever Gun Grab fundraiser sponsored by 
MonDak Pheasants Forever Chapter, Rivers Edge Bar & Grill, 
1002 2nd St. W., Williston, 6 p.m. 

TOURNAMENTS: 
• Jan. 24: Lake Audubon, Totten Trail. 
• Jan. 31: Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook Arm; Devils Lake, 6-Mile 
Bay.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For 
complete details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational 
opportunities visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook 
at (facebook.com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, 
extension 1, or email (woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located 
at 1012 Woodland Drive, Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

The state of North Dakota, in its 
role as an employer, signed a U.S. 
Army Partnership for Your Success 
(PaYS) Program agreement with the 
North Dakota Army National Guard 
today at the state Capitol connecting 
soldiers to civilian workforce 
opportunities. 

The PaYS Program brings 
together the U.S. Army and a 
diverse network of private industry, 
academic institutions, and state 
and local public organizations. 
Through the program, soldiers are 
off ered job interviews and potential 
employment opportunities upon 
completion of their initial entry 
training to help them prepare for 
their futures.

“We value what our soldiers bring 
to the table and the perspectives 
they share,” Gov. Armstrong said. 
“Their military training prepares 
them with skills that often take years 
to develop in the workforce. We’re 
already proud to work alongside 
many current soldiers and veterans 
on Team ND, and we look forward 
to welcoming even more through the 
PaYS program.”

Armstrong added that North 
Dakota remains dedicated to 

becoming the most military-friendly 
state in the country, and this 
collaboration exemplifi es the state’s 
eff ort to fulfi ll that mission.

“The Army Partnership for 
Your Success program connects 
men and women who serve their 
nation to civilian employers who 
need a dedicated and reliable 
workforce,” said U.S. Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Mitchell Johnson, North 
Dakota National Guard adjutant 
general. “This is a testament to the 
unwavering support North Dakota 
provides to its military and is a 
shining example of smart, eff ective 
collaboration.” 

The PaYS program is part of 
a long-term U.S. Army eff ort to 
help Soldiers forge professional 
relationships with businesses and 
encourage business owners to look 
to the Army as a plentiful and 
reliable recruiting source. 

Since PaYS began in 2000, more 
than 1,275 employers have partnered 
with the program, and more than 
100,000 interviews have occurred. 
Soldiers interested in the program 
can register at www.armypays.com 
and can view state careers at www.
nd.gov/careers. 

North Dakota Partners 
with U.S. Army to 

Connect Soldiers to Jobs

Same day  
appointments available.

TOGETHER, WE IMPROVE  
QUALITY OF LIFE

1201 11th Avenue SW, Minot, ND 
Phone 701.858.6700, 800.841.7321 
Hours: Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
cfmminot.UND.edu
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Dakota Square ARCO
Locally Owned & Part of Our Community

1520 24th Avenue SW
Next to Dakota Square Mall

We appreciate our Minot AFB Friends


