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MOMC HIGHLIGHT:
NINE MOVES, 
EIGHT SCHOOLS, 
ONE STORY L to R: Lt Col Jeffrey Beene 343 TRS JBSA-Lackland, TSgt Thomas Abney 383 TRS JBSA-Ft Sam Houston, CMSgt Derek Geske 91 MSOS MAFB, MSgt Steve Culver 

HQ AFPC JBSA-Randolph completed a 50 mile in ruck march in Austin, Texas. See page A7 for more on the event.
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FULL LINE HOBBY SHOP
RC Airplanes, Monster Trucks- 
Cars, Boats, Rockets & Kites

HO/N Scale Trains (Lionel & more)
Plastic Models ie. GUNDAM & Much More 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
2112 North Broadway

701-838-1658

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. 
--  

Airmen and Army National 
Guard Soldiers honed their ability 
to respond to law enforcement 
and security threats during a joint 
training exercise here April 10-11, 
2026, focusing fi rst on mission 
readiness and interoperability 
across services.

The exercise paired the 5th 
Security Forces Squadron (5 SFS) 
with the Army’s 816th Military 
Police Company (816 MPC) to 
build practical skills in installation 
law enforcement, a mission set that 

diff ers from this Army unit’s typical 
combat support roles. Training 
scenarios included installation 
breach response, high-risk traffi  c 
stops, traffi  c investigations, theft 
and assault response, as well as 
routine patrol and gate operations.

“[The 816 MPC] reached out 
to us and we put together two 
days of training to get them as 
much law enforcement training 
as we could,” said U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Booker, 
noncommissioned offi  cer in charge 
of operations for the 5 SFS. “They 
don’t really have too much law 

enforcement experience; they have 
more combat support.”

The training aimed to prepare 
Army personnel for missions in 
garrison environments and future 
deployments where base security 
and law enforcement duties may 
be required.

“We’re learning more about 
functioning in law enforcement on 
a military installation,” said U.S. 
Army Staff  Sgt. Memorie Andrade, 
816 MPC standardized fi eld sobriety 
test instructor. “That’s outside of 
what we would normally do in the 
fi eld. We’re learning more garrison 
tactics like basic patrol duties and 
responses.”

The exercise marked the fi rst time 
the 5 SFS and 819 MPC conducted 
joint training at this scale.

“Our goal is to build 
relationships,” Booker said. “We 
don’t want this to be a one-time 
thing. We want to build on this 
training and make sure that we’re 
both equipped in the future.”

For Andrade, the experience 
showed both professional growth 
and hospitality between the Army 
and Air Force.

“We’ve never been to Minot as a 
unit,” she said. “The training here 
has been exquisite. We appreciate 
everything they’ve done for us.”

Integrating capabilities improves 
eff ectiveness during real-world 
operations. Joint training with 
other units, especially other 
military branches, improves that 

SENIOR AIRMAN KENDRA A. RANSUM, 5TH BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The 5th Security Forces Squadron 
exchanges job knowledge with the 

Army’s 816th Military Police 
Company during joint training
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cohesiveness.

“It’s good that we put our brains 
together to make a more cohesive 
force,” said U.S. Air Force Staff  Sgt. 
Shamari Carter, a 5 SFS defender 
assigned to the base defense 
operations center during the 
exercise. “It’s really important with 
law enforcement because I want to 
trust whoever I’m going in with. 
We can just go in and execute the 
mission.”

In addition to instruction 
from Air Force personnel, Army 
members contributed expertise 
from civilian law enforcement 
experience, off ering insight into 
real-world policing techniques.

Andrade also led sessions on 
standardized fi eld sobriety testing, 
covering principles and procedures 
for identifying impaired drivers. 
The reciprocal training highlighted 
the benefi ts of cross-service 
collaboration, offi  cials said.

“In exchange for [the Air 
Force’s law enforcement] training, 
I instructed the standardized fi eld 
sobriety testing with members of 
the Minot Air Force Base,” Andrade 
said. “We have gone over the basic 
principles and the diff erent phases 
of DUI and standardized fi eld 
sobriety testing.”

While readiness remained 
the primary focus, participants 
said the event also strengthened 
relationships between units. Many 
of the 819 MPC’s Soldiers have ties 
to the local community, building 
bonds with Minot Airmen.

Continued joint training will 
enhance readiness across both 
services, ensuring forces remain 
prepared to respond to evolving 
security challenges.

“We appreciate everything that 
the Minot Air Force Base has 
done for us,” said Andrade. “The 
training here has been exquisite. 
They’ve done everything for us 
from start to fi nish, and that’s 
something we value.”

U.S. Air Force defenders from the 5th Security Forces Squadron (5 SFS) instruct 
soldiers from the Army National Guard’s 816th Military Police Company 
(816 MPC) on high-risk traffi c stop procedures during a joint military training 
exercise at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, April 10, 2026. The exercise 
paired the 5 SFS with 816 MPC to build practical skills in installation law 
enforcement, a mission set that differs from this Army unit’s typical combat 
support roles.

U.S. Air Force defenders from the 5th Security Forces Squadron instruct soldiers 
from the U.S. Army National Guard’s 816th Military Police Company on gate 
operations at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, April 10, 2026. Alongside 
gate operations, the joint training exercise went over other scenarios including: 
installation breach response, high-risk traffi c stops, traffi c investigations, theft 
and assault response, as well as routine patrol.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Ryan Pomeranz, 5th Security Forces Squadron 
defender, briefs about base defense operations center procedures to U.S. 
Army soldiers from the 816th Military Police Company at Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota, April 10, 2026. Airmen and Army National Guard 
soldiers honed their ability to respond to law enforcement and security threats 
during a joint training exercise.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN KENDRA A. RANSUM

U.S. Army Sgts. Logan Hellman and Jacob Clark, both 816th Military Police 
Company national guardsmen, practice law enforcement response procedures 
during a joint military training exercise at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
April 10, 2026. In addition to instruction from Air Force personnel, Army 
members contributed expertise from civilian law enforcement experience, 
offering insight into real-world policing techniques. 
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My wife and I have been 
watching a Canadian TV show 
called Sullivan’s Crossing that airs 
on CTV Sunday night and on the 
CW in the United States on Monday 
night.

It’s set in the Maritime province 
of Nova Scotia and is actually fi lmed 
in a suburb of Halifax. Sullivan’s 
Crossing is a fi ctional campground 
in the community of Timberlake, 
Nova Scotia. 

The reason I’m bringing this 
up and how it correlates to North 
Dakota is that in numerous scenes of 
that TV show, there are comparisons 
to those types of campgrounds here 
in North Dakota.

It got me to thinking that long 
before I was married, I used to 
visit many of those campgrounds. 
I didn’t often stay at them, but I 
certainly visited them and after 
watching two full seasons of 
Sullivan’s Crossing now, it makes 
me miss those places here in the 
state.

And you can go anywhere in 
geographical North Dakota and fi nd 
a campground. Some might not be 
as picturesque as the TV show, but 
I’m sure they are just as peaceful.

From Bowman to Pembina 
and from Hankinson to Crosby… 
We all know this is a big state 
geographically so if anyone 
complains about not having enough 
lakes or campgrounds, they’re 
living with blinders.

On Monday, I got back to my 
hometown of Hazelton for a couple 
of meetings. After the second 
meeting, I drove out to the prairie 
cemetery where my parents and 
grandparents are buried. After that, 
it was a visit to my grandparents’ 
farm where I had a lot of fun as a 
little kid. 

From there, it was four miles west 
to N.D. Highway 1804 which runs 
parallel to the Missouri River as it 

winds toward Bismarck. 
On the Emmons County side of 

the Missouri River near Fort Rice is 
the Hazelton Campground. It was 
a place that was developed some 
30 years ago and has had ebbs and 
fl oes of crowds throughout those 
years. 

And just like the scenes on 
Sullivan’s Crossing, it’s peaceful, 
there’s quite a view of the river 
bottom, you can see a portion of 
Morton County, there are boat docks 
and a bonafi de campground that is 
just waiting for visitors. 

As I drove by on Monday, I didn’t 
see any campers, but there were 
numerous boats fl oating on the 
Missouri that included one canoe.

As you might guess, many of 
the people who go to the Hazelton 
Campground live in Bismarck 
because of the proximity to the 
capital city. But, it’s open to anyone 
to visit. Take a rest, catch a few fi sh 
and who knows, you might even see 
the Aurora Borealis.

There are numerous others across 
the state and honestly, there is no 
way I could name all of them in 
this space. However, some that I’ve 
visited come to mind.

They include Lake Ashtabula 

north of Valley City, Fort Ransom, 
near Lisbon, Lake Metigoshe north 
of Bottineau, Lake Tschida, near 
Elgin, Lund’s Crossing southeast of 
Williston, Icelandic State Park near 
Cavalier, Mouse River near Mohall 
and let’s not forget the Medora 
Campground. Maybe you would 
like to attend the musical and/
or pitchfork fondue this summer. 
Save a little money and stay in the 
campground.

There are numerous state parks 
that all have campgrounds as well. 
They include Beaver Lake, Cross 
Ranch, Fort Lincoln, Fort Stevenson, 
Grahams Island, Lake Sakakawea, 
Lewis & Clark, Little Missouri, 
Roughrider and Turtle River.

There you have it, an endless 
supply of campgrounds to enjoy. 
You could spend all summer visiting 
campgrounds and not hit them all. 

It may be worth a staycation this 
year. But, if my memory serves me 
correctly, back in the early ‘90s 
when I was visiting many of those 
campgrounds, the ones with fewer 
people were the more peaceful 
places. And sometimes that’s just 
what a person needs, peace and 
quiet and to enjoy nature at it’s 
fi nest.

Take a staycation this year

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER

My schedule is often pretty crazy. 
This last week in particular had 
me traveling to Fargo one day and 
spending an evening at the Peace 
Garden where CEO Tim Chapman 
took us inside the conservatory for 
a late afternoon tour. Years ago, I 
did a news story with Don Vitko 
from Minot. Mr. Vitko had a very 
large collection of succulents and 
cacti and was looking for someone, 
or some group to take ownership of 
the collection. 

It was Phil Lowe at Lowe’s 
Garden center that ended up with 
Mr. Vitko’s collection, but on a 
day in 2011 the entire collection 
had to be moved and moved in a 
hurry because of the fl oodwaters 
that would eventually fi ll the green 
houses where the collection was 
kept. 

Now in arguably the fi nest 
conservatory in this region the 
collection is safe. The collection is 
well documented as to species and 
origin and absolutely amazing even 
this early in the spring when color 
starts to fi ll the conservatory. 

All this is leading to a strong 
suggestion that you take the time to 
visit the Peace Garden this summer, 
and even next winter because the 

conservatory is open year round. 
I will be following up with a story 

about the Peace Garden through 
the eyes of Mr. Chapman and Deb 
McCallum who is Education and 
Volunteer coordinator. 

Here are a couple of tips for 
your trip(s). Tim says that late 
July and early August are the 
most spectacular times in the Peace 
Garden as their annual fl ower beds 
are the most vibrant. Debra said 
that yes, indeed, the easiest way to 
return to your country of origin is 
with a passport. Yes, it can be done 
without a passport, but your options 
are limited. Finally, I plan to return 
to the newest exhibit in the Peace 
Garden, the North American Gamer 
Warden Museum. We were there 
for about an hour, and I certainly 
could have spent at least another 
hour…or maybe even two. 

The best resource for information 
on the International Peace Garden 
is their website, peacegarden.com. 
PASSING THROUGH THE 
GATES

  I had to laugh a bit when I 
heard one of the Security Forces 
personnel at the front gate talking 
to another and saying…this is 
crazy…how do you write home and 
tell your parents that one day it’s 
over 80 degrees and the day after 
they are talking about snow. The 
either think it’s crazy or we have 
bad meteorologists.
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

  My group of 16 fi rst graders in 
Mrs. White’s class at North Plains 
elementary got a break from Mr. 
Wilson last week, as they had an 
early dismissal. We started with 
teaching them about neighborhoods, 
and good neighbors. We then 
talked about their community and 
we talked about maps, to which 
one young man took the fl oor and 
explained that in their car they 
threw all of the maps out because 
they have a GSP…yep a GSP. 

  But, without hesitation another 
young fi rst grader corrected him 

with a stern statement…no, it’s 
GPX…as you can imagine we were 
kind of in a free for all…until they 
all agreed it was GPS. 

  Part of the lesson was to teach 
them about a compass, which of 
course we all have on our smart 
phones…and never use. But here is 
the joke of the day. I added in that 
because I had a sailboat we used a 
compass to give us directions so we 
didn’t get lost when we went out in 
the middle of the lake. The young 
man in front of me raised his hand 

and said…maybe you shouldn’t go 
out on the water…and then you 
won’t get lost. 
ROAMIN’ AROUND

The Dakota Territory Air 
Museum opens on May 16th this 
year. Perhaps a perfect day would 
be spending the morning at the Air 
Museum, and the afternoon at the 
Discovery Center? Perfect…
TODAY’S CHUCKLE

We all want to make our mark 
in the world. Most of us only make 
smudges.

A Lot Can Happen…

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE
ROD WILSON

Only The BEST Come North!

Minot AFB Videos

WWW.MINOT.AF.MIL
CONTACT MINOT AFB PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

701.723.6212 • V35BW.PA@US.AF.MIL Minot Air Force Base

HOME OF THE GLOBAL STRIKER

The conservatory at the International Peace Garden.

A big horn sheep exhibit in the North American Game Warden’s Museum.
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Spring in North Dakota is both 
beautiful and unpredictable. We’ll 
see high temperatures nearing 70˚ 
in the same week we get an inch or 
two of snow. You really never know. 
And to me, that’s part of the fun.

By spring, I’m ready to soak up 
fresh air, anxiously observe plants 
peeking up from the frozen ground, 
and get out of my house (and even 
out of town). Spring is the perfect 
time to stretch your proverbial legs 
and shake off  cabin fever left over 
from long, cold months. 

If you, like me are itching for a 
way to get out of the house and 
shake up your scenery, here are 
three spring day trip ideas. When 
the weather aligns or the mood 
strikes, these are low-lift options—
all less than two hours from 
Minot, off er aff ordable fun, and are 
enjoyable for a wide range of ages. 
TURTLE ISLAND 
ADVENTURE PARK AND 
WATERPARK, BELCOURT

This is the kind of place that 
saves a family on a weekend when 
the weather is doing something 
rude. Turtle Island Indoor Water 
Park is attached to Sky Dancer 
Resort & Casino and includes three 
waterslides, a 175-foot lazy river, an 
activity pool, and a splashpad style 

play area. The Sky High trampoline 
park is part of the same destination, 
so you can turn one stop into 
a whole day without needing a 
complicated plan. Friday family 
4-packs are just $40, hotel guests 
get free waterpark admission, and 
the resort also off ers lodging and 
dining on site, which makes the 
whole thing feel wonderfully easy. 
GARRISON: FORT 
STEVENSON STATE PARK, 
THE FISH HATCHERY

Garrison might be my favorite 
of these because it feels like a little 
sampler plate of North Dakota. 
Fort Stevenson State Park sits three 
miles south of town on the north 
shore of Lake Sakakawea, and 
has miles of trails, a swim beach, 
playground, interpretive center and 
prairie dog town. In other words, 
it is very easy to spend a morning 
hiking, exploring, skipping rocks, 
and letting the kids burn off  energy 
before lunch. It’s also the site of one 
of my favorite annual festivals: Sky 
Fest, a weekend of kite fl ying fun 
overlooking the lake.

After the park head to downtown 
Garrison for the obligatory photo 
with the giant Walley Walleye 
statue. 

If you have a little more time, 
the Garrison Dam National Fish 
Hatchery makes a great bonus 
stop. It’s about 30 minutes from the 
town of Garrison, but has always 
been worth it for us. The hatchery 
off ers free admission, self-guided 
tours year-round, and a visitor 
center with aquariums showing 
North Dakota fi sh species. The full 
experience includes touch tanks, 
lots of up close encounters, and the 
option to feed the smaller fi sh—my 
kids loved watching the feeding 
frenzy.

LEWIS & CLARK 
INTERPRETIVE CENTER 
AND FORT MANDAN, 
WASHBURN

Washburn is a day trip that sneaks 
in a little history without feeling 
like homework. The Lewis & Clark 
Interpretive Center features exhibits, 
artifacts, and crazy-knowledgeable 
staff  who tell the expedition story, 
and admission includes Fort 
Mandan State Historic Site. Adult 
admission is $10, children 6–17 are 
$5, and children 5 and under are 
free. Fort Mandan is a reconstructed, 
full-size replica of the fort where 
the Lewis and Clark expedition 
overwintered in 1804–1805, and 
the site also includes a walking 
trail and a play area. It is the kind 
of outing that works especially well 
when grandparents or out-of-state 
family are visiting and you want 
to do something that feels local, 
meaningful, and still easy. When 
you go, don’t miss a Seaman’s 
overlook and the beautiful views of 
the Missouri River. 

These are the kinds of North 
Dakota trips that are easy to 
overlook and very easy to enjoy. 
They are close enough to feel 
doable, aff ordable enough to try 
without a lot of planning, and 
varied enough that everyone gets 
something out of them. Sometimes 
the best memories are the ones that 
do not require a lot of planning, 
but rather can happen on a whim. 
A tank of gas, a snack bag, and a 
decent idea can go a long way.

Come back next week when I share 
how I’m doing a litt le spring cleaning 
in my wellness routine. Join me online 
at amyallender.com or social media 
at @heyminot for more ideas and 
inspiration for living in North Dakota. 

The rugged coastline at Ft Stevenson State Park is North Dakota beauty at its 
fi nest. Spring day trips like this are the perfect way to shake off cabin fever 
after a long winter. 

AMY ALLENDER PHOTO 304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*

 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com

Whim--Low Stress Day Trips from Minot

SHE’S NOT FROM 
AROUND HERE

AMY ALLENDER

Turtle Island Waterpark includes 
water fun for all ages and abilities. 
This splash-pad like feature is housed 
along with big slides, a pool, and 
lazy river.

AMY ALLENDER PHOTO



6 FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 NORTHERN SENTRY

Most pet owners have to deal with food beggars at some point in their lives, and it’s 
pretty easy to understand why. Some people opt to train their pets to leave them alone 
during mealtime, but for some of us, the big eyes are just too adorable to turn down. 
While small amounts of certain table scraps may not be immediately harmful to your 
pet, it’s still not recommended to sneak Fido a taste. If you want to treat your furry 
friend with something off your plate, here are some great alternatives to this morning’s 
bacon and pancakes.

Many of these can be fed fresh, frozen, or cooked and can be used in bones or stuffed 
toys, as well as for training treats. Cats and dogs can consume many of the same 
fruits, vegetables and meats, but it’s important to do your research before handing out 
random foods, and the same goes for rodents and reptiles. Many fruits and vegetables 
need to be unseasoned, peeled and de-seeded before being given to your pet. Don’t 
forget to monitor your pet’s reaction afterwards. Keep an eye out for vomiting, diarrhea, 
itching, or other allergic reactions. If your pet has a sensitive stomach, be sure to ask 
your vet before handing out new foods. And of course, moderation is key as too much 
can still lead to health problems.

Treat your  Pet with  Fresh Food

 (Cantaloupe, Honeydew, Watermelon)

 

4715 NORTH BROADWAY, MINOT
701-500-7066

If you wish to put a photo of your baby 
in the Northern Sentry, please send it to 

nsads@srt.com. Please include your 
name and the birth date of your baby.

BABY GIRL BORN APRIL 1, 2026 TO:
KATHLEEN CRUZ AND CHRISTIAN VELEZ

MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 1, 2026 TO:
EMILY AND STEVEN HENRY 

MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 5, 2026 TO:
VERO F.B KONWAYE AND  
ARCHIEBALD KONWAYE

MAFB, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 8, 2026 TO:
MADISON AND KYLE DOLAN

MINOT, ND

BABY GIRL BORN APRIL 8, 2026 TO:
ANGELA AND DORIAN DAVIS

MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 9, 2026 TO:
WHITNEY AND DILLAN HAHN

MINOT, ND

BABY GIRL BORN APRIL 10, 2026 TO:
JANIE BROWN AND WYATT SCHMIDT 

MOHALL, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 10, 2026 TO:
SAMANTHA MUNDEL AND ALEX WACKER 

MINOT, ND

BABY BOY BORN APRIL 15, 2026 TO:
BELINDA AND BISHOP LUCERO 

DODGE, ND

BABY GIRL BORN APRIL 16, 2026 TO:
MEGAN AND JORDAN FOLEY

MINOT, ND

April 18th of 1942, 16 B-25 
bombers crowded onto the deck of 
the U.S. Hornet, the newest of the 
aircraft carriers to be put into service 
and miraculously miss the attack 
on Pearl Harbor just 4 months and 
a few days earlier. Lt. Col. Jimmy 
Doolittle would lead this group of 
bombers on a daring mission to 
retaliate against the Japanese. They 
were called Doolittle’s Raiders. 

The goal was not to infl ict massive 
destruction on the Japanese but it 
was more to put some doubt into 
the Japanese military structure that 
Japan was beyond the reach of 
military retaliation by the United 
States of America. In the minds 
of many military strategists, The 
Doolittle Raiders changed the 
landscape of the World War II. 
Back home in the United States the 
Doolittle mission brought back hope 
and built morale in a nation reeling 
from the attack on Pearl Harbor 
and the declaration of war from 
President Frankling Roosevelt. 

Lt. Col. Doolittle was one of the 
survivors of the April 18th, 1942, 
mission, and was instrumental in 
gathering the rest of the survivors 
for an annual toast to the event. His 
choice of beverage for the annual 
toast? 1896 Hennessey Cognac. 

In 2019 the last of the Doolittle 
Raiders, Lt. Cole Richard Cole who 
was Jimmy Doolittle’s co-pilot 
passed away at the age of 103. But 
the Doolittle Toast, a tribute to those 
on that mission, has continued. This 
year from the Air & Space Forces 
Association headquarters near the 
Pentagon in Washington DC, the 
tradition continued.

From the Air & Space Forces 
Association website: “One day shy 
of exactly 84 years later, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff  Gen. Dan 
Caine and Air Force Chief of Staff  
Gen. Kenneth Wilsbach toasted 
the memory of those Raiders—
and said their legacy lives on with 
current Airmen fl ying missions like 
Operation Midnight Hammer, the 

2025 strike against Iranian nuclear 
facilities, and the rescue of DUDE 
44, the search-and-rescue eff ort to 
save two F-15E aviators downed 
over Iran.

Local AFA Chapters were invited 
to view a livestream of the event on 
Friday starting at 4:45 PM CDT. 
The David C Jones Chapter 135 
from Minot was one of the chapters 
that participated. The location for 
the toast this year was the Dakota 
Territory Air Museum. In front of 
2 of the museum’s P-51 aircraft, 
9 people raised a toast “To Those 
Who Have Gone.”

For those who were at the Dakota 
Territory Air Museum, they were 
treated to some commemorative 
memorabilia furnished by Warren 
and Logan Pietsch. There were 
plaques from the 2012 and 2017 
gatherings that celebrated the 
70th and 75th anniversary of the 
Doolittle Raiders. An engraved 
bottle of 1896 Hennessey Cognac 
was given to Betty’s Dream, a B-25 
Bomber that Lt. Col. Richard Cole 
was able to fl y right seat (co-pilot) at 
the 2012 Doolittle Toast celebration. 
The engraved bottle was presented 
to Betty’s Dream at the 75th 
Anniversary celebration. 

The celebration from the AFA 
headquarters brought light to not 
only the Doolittle Raid, but recent 
Air Force events like Midnight 
Hammer and the most recent rescue 
of DUDE 44 last month. “This 
spirit, this courage, this tenacity, 
the audacity to do something that 
no one would ever believe you 
could pull off , is still alive in your 
Air Force,” shared Gen. Kenneth 
Wilsbach, Chief of Staff  of the Air 
Force.

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Remembering The Raiders

(L-R) Gordie Valgren, Mayor Mark Jantzer, Dakota Air Museum Manager Jenna 
Grindberg, AFA Lifetime Member Ron Garcia, AFA Local Chapter President 
Jim Bowman, ND AFA President Jim Simons, Warren & Logan Pietsch, Roger 
Sauer, AFA Member Tom Joyce.

Engraved bottle of 1896 Hennessey 
Cognac now in the possession of 
Logan and Warren Pietsch

AFA Members (L-R) 
Jim Bowman, Tom 
Joyce, Jim Simons, Ron 
Garcia.
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April 30 - May 2

VS. WILLAMETTE 
VALLEY JAGUARS

VS. WILLAMETTE 
VALLEY JAGUARS

VS. MESA MONSOONS

VS. MESA MONSOONS

 
 

 

 

APRIL 25 
All that earning comes down to this.
It’s time to give away the new ride!

2026 Chev y Blazer 
Giveaway

Dinner with a view – now located on Dinner with a view – now locat

READY TO ROAR
TICKET GIVEAWAY

APRIL 26-APRIL 30

  |   

R IV E R  W ILLOWR IV E R  W ILLOW  
B OAT  R E T URNSB OAT  R E T URNS
R IV E R  W ILLOW  R IV E R  W ILLOW  
B OAT  R E T URNSB OAT  R E T URNS
Join Us Starting Mother’s Day

Weather Permitting

2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

EMAIL: SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM  
INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO 

AND THE REASON THEY ARE A 
NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

SELECTED NOMINEES 
RECEIVE RECOGNITION 

IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY 
AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S 

GIFT CARDHERO
Neighborhood 

NOMINATE A

Andrew Kopp
MAFB Account Mgr.

701-838-8624

Registered as small business with GSA  
Minot-Bismarck-Dickinson

 
Contracted Products

It all started in 2022. At the 
time, Chief Master Sergeant Derek 
Geske (then a senior master 
sergeant) was the operations 
superintendent for the 91st Missile 
Security Forces Squadron. The 
squadron participated in a True 
North resiliency trip to Chicago, 
where members were encouraged to 
take part in various ruck marches 
as a way to build teamwork and 
strengthen unit cohesion. That 
experience would later inspire four 
Airmen to reunite and take on an 
even greater challenge.

During the 2022 trip, Geske 
explained that their bus broke down, 
preventing him from participating 
in the 50-mile ruck as planned. 
Instead, the group completed the 
marathon-distance ruck of 26.2 
miles. Although not typically a 
“rucker” (walking with a weighted 
pack), Geske said he wanted to push 
himself and step outside his comfort 
zone.

Fast forward to Friday, April 10, 
2026, and Chief Geske was fi nally 
ready to attempt the 50-mile ruck. 
In downtown Austin, Texas, he 
met up with three other former 91 
MSFS members: Lt Col Jeff rey Beene 
(343rd Training Squadron, JBSA-
Lackland), TSgt Thomas Abney 
(383rd Training Squadron, JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston), and MSgt Steve 
Culver (Headquarters Air Force 
Personnel Center, JBSA-Randolph).

The event began at 9 p.m. in the 
heart of Austin. About 30 minutes 
before step-off , the group received 
a series of waypoints to map out. 
Each waypoint was a location in the 
city, and the team had to reach each 
one and take a photo before 5 p.m. 
the following day to complete the 
grueling 50-mile ruck.

At the start, Geske said he felt 
energized and excited. “I loved being 
able to reconnect,” he said, referring 
to the teammates he hadn’t worked 
with in years.

With a light drizzle falling and 
20 to 30 pounds on their backs, 
the group set off  on a journey that 
would last through the night and 
into the next day, an experience none 
of them will forget. Geske admitted 
he did not specifi cally train for the 
event. While he considered himself 
generally fi t, he underestimated 
the mental challenge required to 
complete such a demanding task.

As the hours passed and the team 
made their way through Austin - 
eventually reaching one of the 
highest points in the city - Geske 

described the view as both beautiful 
and discouraging. Looking out over 
the skyline and the distance they 
had already covered, the realization 
of how far they still had to go 
weighed heavily on them.

By the early morning hours, after 
miles of uphill walking in humid 
Texas conditions, the physical toll 
had set in. More than halfway 
through, everyone was hurting. “It 
took some motivational mind tricks 
to keep going,” Geske said. “My 
feet, hips, knees, and ankles were all 
aching, basically everything from the 
waist down hurt.” The team relied 
on each other for encouragement, 
taking turns pushing one another 
forward. “We could look at each 
other and take comfort,” he said. 
“It was a battle every step mentally.”

In the fi nal 10 miles, after 
roughly 40 miles with only short 
breaks, Geske found a second wind 
following a quick stop for snacks 
and a restroom break. Combined 
with the knowledge that the fi nish 
line was near, the fi nal stretch 
became more manageable.

All four teammates crossed the 

fi nish line around 4:15 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 11, after nearly 20 
hours of continuous movement. 
Geske said he felt immediate relief. 
He grabbed a beer, took off  his 
boots and socks, and fi nally sat 
down to rest - exhausted, relieved, 
and deeply proud of what they had 
accomplished.

When asked if he would do it 
again, Geske laughed and said 
that, for now, the answer is “no.” 
However, he admitted that might 
change once the memory of the pain 
fades. While he enjoys pushing his 
44-year-old body to its limits, he 
and his teammates agreed that the 
marathon-distance ruck, while still 
challenging, was more enjoyable, 
and something they would likely 
do again.

Geske compared the experience to 
life itself, explaining that the ruck 
was a reminder of how people can 
endure diffi  cult moments that seem 
impossible at the time. In the end, 
those challenges often leave a greater 
impact than expected, proving just 
how much a person is capable of 
overcoming.

ERIN BEENE, NORTHERN SENTRY

91 MSFS Alums Reunite for 
50-Mile Ruck Challenge

The team walked from 9pm until 
4:45pm the next day.

The team, who met at MAFB nearly 4 years ago, met up in Austin to attempt 
a 50 mile ruck.

The whole team agreed that the 19 hour ruck through Austin was fun and 
horrible at the same time. 



8 FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 NORTHERN SENTRY

VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

Why is tire rotation  
so important?

Vehicle owners need to keep maintenance on the 
mind to ensure their cars and trucks are operating 
at peak capacity. Various components should be 
checked and serviced at key intervals. Oil changes 
and fluid top-offs are part of routine maintenance, 
but it can be easy to forget about other important 
parts of the vehicle, including tires.

Rotating tires is vital to their upkeep. Bridgestone 
Tires advises that tire rotation involves routinely 
repositioning a vehicle’s tires in specific patterns 
from front to back and side to side. According to Big 
O Tires, the front tires tend to wear on the outside 
edges because the tire leans over when a driver 
turns a corner. The rear tires just follow the front 
ones, so they usually wear more evenly. By leaving 
tires in place, the outside edges on the front tires 
will wear down much faster than the rest and those 
tires will need to be replaced sooner. Rotation may 
be required by tire warranties. Rotation also keeps 
the tires working properly.

Experts generally advise tire rotation every 6,000 
to 8,000 miles, even if they do not show any signs 
of wear. It is challenging to determine if weather 
treads are uneven or how much wear has been 
sustained just by looking at them. Rotating tires 
can prolong the life of tires and decrease how 
frequently they need to be replaced.

Rotating tires keeps the tread depth uniform and 
helps maintain traction and consistent handling 
across all four tires. Bridgestone says the tire 
rotation pattern that is best for a particular vehicle 
depends on the type of tire being used. Patterns 
are recommended by the standardizing body of the 
tire industry, called The Tire and Rim Association, 
Inc. Individuals can consult with professional 
mechanics about the proper way to rotate tires. 
Many tire manufacturers or automotive stores that 
have sold customers tires also will do tire rotations 
- some free of charge.

In addition to proper traction, minimizing 
uneven tire treads causes the vehicle to be more 
balanced, advises Wrench, a mobile auto repair 
and maintenance company. This enables the 
driver to have more control even when roads are 
slippery. Many auto service centers will then align 
and balance tires after they have been rotated. At 
this time the mechanic will likely check brakes as 
well, since it is easy to see and reach them when 
the tires are off.

Tire rotation is an important component of vehicle 
maintenance. Check with a qualified automotive 
professional to see if it’s time to have your vehicle’s 
tires rotated. 
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GETTIN’ AROUND

HOPE ANDERSON 

MILITARY OWNED 
AND OPERATED!

DROPZONEDROPZONE
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY!

DOORS OPEN AT NOONDDDDDDDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOORRRRRRRSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS OOOOOOOOPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNN AAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTT  NNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNN
DAILY DRINK SPECIALS!

KARAOKE ON TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & 
SATURDAYS PLUS DANCING

CHECK OUT

@DROPZONEMINOT 101 MAIN ST. SOUTH

3 Main Street S.
(701) 509-4920

childrensmusicacademy.org

Group music lessons for 
kids ages 3 to 9.

21 First Ave SE mcoapsc@srt.com
minotcoa.com

to all Minot AFB  
Volunteers who help 

with Meals on Wheels!

219 South Main St, Downtown Minot 
OPEN: 11am-6pm Fri-Sat-Sun

VIDEO GAMES AND MORE! 

VINTAGE COMICS, TOYS, 

80
’S

   
   

   
 9

0’
S 

    

     
      

                                  EARLY 2000’S

Follow Us

One of my favorite things about writing articles 

known about otherwise. Take for example last 

the experience. 
To say that Joseph Hurt is passionate about 

intriguing.

gaming business known as Gorilla Games, in the 

own business venture.

of knowing exactly what he wants out of a 

121 Main St S. in Downtown Minot, the newly 

community. As of now, it is the only table 

as currency in the store through the vehicle of 

source, such as WalMart, but then bring that 

purchase anything in store. This makes it possible 

personal collection. 
This community atmosphere makes a great 

environment for meeting new people especially 

some of these games when there is a language 

same across languages. They receive many sales 

loves this aspect of the business because people 

between them through the use of technology to 
connect with each other to play these various 
tabletop games.

to 20 active gamers. This is an interactive party 

space is more face to face gaming experiences 

stopping into the store.

Putting the Magic  
in the Magic City
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UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com

Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi Mexico
3816 South Broadway, Minot

Phone: 701.858.0777
www.mimexicominotnd.com

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving Rooster
30 1st St. NE, Minot

Phone: 701.838.3030
www.starvingrooster.com

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide

Do Eat Asian Cuisine 
All You Can Eat 

2400 10th Street Southwest, #522, Minot
Phone: 701.837.9999

www.doeatasiancuisine.com

Call Rod to Get Your Business Listed Here 701.839.0946 

The Lamplighter Liquor 
Store & Lounge

200 16th Street SW, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9500

Facebook/Lamplighter Lounge

Minot AFB was able to fi eld a Varsity team in the 
annual Minot State Hockey Tournament that took 
place 10-12 April 2026 at the Maysa arena in 
Minot, ND. This year the tournament attracted 
over 30 teams from across the United States and 
Canada to compete for supremacy in the sport 
amongst current and former collegiate, junior, and 
professional hockey players. The hard work and 
dedication of Team Minot paid off as they were 
able to vanquish their foes 10-0, 10-1, and 10-0 in 
the round robin play, crushing the gold medal game 
with a 9-3 win.

Minot AFB Wins Gold in Annual 
Minot State Hockey Tournament

Varsity Roster
Maj Andrew Blazier, 5 MXS
Capt Benjamin Martin, 5 CS
Capt Jake Nielsen, 742 MS
1st Lt Derek Burton, 91 MMXS
1st Lt Konur Peterson, 742 MS
2d Lt Maiszon Balboa, 891 MSFS
MSgt Kyle Gaffey, 54 HS
TSgt Roderick Johnson, 5 FSS
TSgt Taylor Hales, 891 MSOS
SrA Rocco Arnold, 705 MUNS
Mr. Nathan Medler, 5 CES
Mr. Kevin Bostian, Minot Bombers President
Mr. Andrew Kopp
Mr. Alex Kopp
Mr. Nick Arnold
Mr. Dmitry
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A LOOK BACK

On April 28, 1958, a 341st 

Bombardment Wing B-47  

performed a routine flight 

out of Dyess AFB, Texas. 

After about 3 hours and at an 

altitude of 34,000 feet, one of 

the engines exploded and 

the crew proceeded to bail 

out. As he was about to crawl 

out the navigator’s escape 

hatch following the pilot, 1st 

Lt. James E. Obenauf noticed 

the intructor-navigator, 

Major Joseph Maxwell,    

unconscious  and missing his 

helmet. Obenauf was unable to revive him and made the brave decision to 

risk death and remain in the burning aircraft in an attempt to save his fellow 

officer. He flew the plane to a lower altitude from the backseat position and 

at 450 mph in freezing temperatures, he set a course back to Dyess. Due to 

the elements, Lt. Obenauf ’s vision faltered  while navigating the aircraft. 

He was able to perform a safe landing with the support of air traffic control 

and his own skill. Obenauf and Maxwell made full recoveries, and for his 

heroism and bravery, Lt. Obenauf received the Cheney Award, Aviator’s 

Valor Award, Koren Kolligan Trophy, and a Distinguished Flying Cross.    

LT.  JAMES OBENAUF LANDS A BURNING
B-47 AND SAVES CREW MEMBER

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

APRIL 28, 1958  

Information courtesy of: Dyess AFB Memorial Museum and Linear Air Park FB / safety.af.mil

Lt. Obenauf received a Distinguished Flying Cross 
for his heroic actions. (USAF Photo)

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  S R T . C O M / 2 G I G

WE STRIVE TO HELP OUR AIRMEN TO FIND  
THEIR PLACE TO CALL HOME! 

NEW TO MINOT, 
OR WANT TO 
MOVE OFF BASE?

THEIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR    PPPPPPPPLACE TO CALL HOME! 

Our rental inventory is always changing 
so bookmark our website and watch 

for your perfect match.

701-852-4569

minotrainbowphoto@gmail.com

215 11th Ave SW Minot, ND 58702

 Walk-in Passport Photos

 Restoration

 Film Processing

 Reprints/Enlargements, Etc.

GRAND FORKS, N.D. – The 
North Dakota Heritage Center & 
State Museum in Bismarck will 
soon be displaying a powerful 
tribute to the state’s enduring role 
in America’s nuclear deterrence. 
U.S. Senator Kevin Cramer (R-ND) 
announced today he has secured 
a decommissioned Minuteman III 
intercontinental ballistic missile, 
which will be a prominent addition 
to the museum’s new Military 
Gallery, now under construction 
and scheduled for completion in 
late 2027.

The Minuteman III, one of the 
most recognizable symbols of the 
nation’s strategic nuclear arsenal, 
strengthens the museum’s mission 
to tell the story of North Dakota’s 
contributions to national defense 
through immersive exhibits, artifacts, 
and interactive displays.

As the fi rst North Dakotan to 
serve on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee (SASC), Cramer worked 
with the U.S. Air Force and Northrop 
Grumman to secure the missile for 
public display, off ering visitors a 
rare, up-close look at a cornerstone 
of America’s defense infrastructure.

First deployed in the 1960s, the 
Minuteman III has undergone nearly 
six decades of continuous service 
and modernization. Approximately 
400 Minuteman III missiles remain 
operational across three U.S. bases, 
including Minot Air Force Base 
in North Dakota. As chair of the 
SASC Airland Subcommittee and 
co-chair of the Senate Defense 
Modernization Caucus, Cramer has 
championed Minuteman III’s next 
generation replacement, the LGM-

35A Sentinel, visiting Hill Air Force 
Base in Utah which supports the 
Minuteman program and is the 
proving ground for Sentinel. The 
Sentinel program is slated to begin 
replacing the Minuteman III fl eet 
in 2030, modernizing the nation’s 
land-based nuclear deterrent.

“The Minuteman III is now 
over 50 years old,” said Cramer. 
“It demonstrates the might of this 
country like no other weapon before. 
It’s not just a weapon it’s an attitude 
and that’s why the North Dakota 
Military Gallery is so important. 
It’s been an honor to be part of the 
project.”

“Recognizing and remembering 
those who have served our nation 
are among the most important and 
solemn roles of the State Historical 
Society of North Dakota,” said Bill 
Peterson, State Historical Society 
director. 

North Dakota has long played a 
central role in the nation’s nuclear 
enterprise. During the Cold War, the 

state was home to one of the largest 
concentrations of nuclear weapons 
in the world. Today, Minot Air Force 
Base remains the only installation in 
the United States to support two legs 
of the nuclear triad, with the 91st 
Missile Wing overseeing one-third of 
the nation’s Minuteman III ICBMs 
alongside the 5th Bomb Wing’s 
B-52 Stratofortress bombers.

Grand Forks Air Force Base also 
served as a cornerstone of national 
security throughout the Cold War. 
Home to the 321st Strategic Missile 
Wing, the base oversaw a vast 
network of 150 Minuteman missile 
silos and 15 launch control centers 
strategically positioned across the 
region.

Cramer is a consistent voice for 
strengthening and modernizing 
North Dakota’s defense capabilities. 
His leadership has brought senior 
defense offi  cials to Minot Air 
Force Base to observe its mission 
fi rsthand, reinforcing its critical role 
in safeguarding national security.

THE OFFICE OF KEVIN CRAMER

Minuteman III ICBM to Be Exhibited at North 
Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, 
April 20: 1,827.1 feet above 
mean sea level (MSL); 14,100 
cubic feet per second (CFS) 
Garrison Dam average daily 
releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 
1,449.79 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 
1,449.85 MSL. 
•N.D. Game & Fish Dept. 
game wardens:
•Devils Lake, Woodland 
Resort, Devils Lake: Lots of 
activity around the bridges on 
Devils Lake but walleye activity 
remains somewhat slow yet. 
•Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville:  
•Lake Metigoshe, Four 
Seasons, Bottineau: Not 
much activity with shorelines 
mushy and the lake opening 
up. Anglers waiting for stable 
weather and the lake to be ice-
free. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Cenex Bait & Tackle, 
Garrison: Lake Sakakawea is 
ice-free but water temperatures 
remain cool on the east end 
with scattered walleye success. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Hwy. 83 Lawn 
& Leisure, Garrison: Lake 
Audubon is ice-free. Good 
shore access on the east end 
of Lake Sakakawea, which is 
also open. Most boat ramps 
on the east end are usable 
but use caution with low water 
levels. Many docks still need to 
be put in with ramps needing 
to be cleaned off. Try working 
around east end islands with 

jigs and minnows, deadheads, 
and jerk or swim baits for walleye 
but activity still slow overall. Look 
for smallmouth bass and pike 
activity to pick up soon.  
•Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 
Van Hook Arm inconsistent for 
walleye, in large part due to 
inconsistent weather patterns 
and wind. Look for improving 
success with stable weather. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Missouri 
River, Scott’s Bait & Tackle, 
Pick City: Missouri River tailrace 
continues producing walleye 
from the wing walls in the 
morning. Look for that to slow 
with spawn getting underway 
soon. Fair success from boats in 
the tailrace and down river with 
a few scattered trout. Try back 
bays on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea from shore for pike. 
•Lake Sakakawea/northwest 
N.D. lakes, Scenic Sports, 
Williston: Upper end of Lake 
Sakakawea producing nice 
walleye activity from Lund’s 
Landing to White Earth Bay. Try 
jigs and minnows or crankbaits. 

Fish are running fairly shallow. 
Also try shore-fi shing in those 
areas with available access. 
Lund’s Landing boat ramp 
usable at the point. White Earth 
Bay ramp is usable. 18-foot and 
smaller boats needed to access 
Little Beaver Bay ramp. Try back 
bays for pike using frozen smelt 
or pike rigs. Yellowstone River 
is running muddy with slow 
walleye success. Little Muddy 
River east of Williston fair for 
pike with occasional walleye. 
Continued pike and crappie 
activity from Trenton Lake. 
•North-central/central N.D. 
lakes, Towner Hdwe. Hank, 
Towner: Little activity due to 
inconsistent and windy weather 
TURKEY HUNTING: 
•Overall fair to good success. 
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
•N.D. Game and Fish Dept., 
main Bismarck offi ce: (701) 
328-6300, website: (http://
gf.nd.gov).
•Report All Poachers: (701) 
328-9921.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For 
complete details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational 
opportunities visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook 
at (facebook.com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, 
extension 1, or email (woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located 
at 1012 Woodland Drive, Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

•May 1: Paddlefi sh snagging season opens. Go to the N.D. 
Game & Fish Dept. website, (gf.nd.gov) for regulations, open 
areas, and licensing. 
•May 7 – 9: Shrine Circus, N.D. State Fair All Seasons Arena
•May 8 & 9: Evening Hike Series: Full Flower Moon Fairy Hike, 
Fort Stevenson State Park, Garrison, 9:30 p.m.   

TOURNAMENTS: 
•May 7: Lake Sakakawea, Sakakawea State Park. 
•May 9: Lake Sakakawea, Four Bears Marina.  

MINOT 
AIR FORCE 
BASE

Proudly Serving 
Minot AFB 

for over 35 years! 

 TSGT JAMES 
MILLER

 TSgt James Miller is originally  
from Salineville, Ohio, and has 

served in the Air Force for  
15 years. He is stationed at Minot 

AFB, where he is currently a Missile 
Alert Facility Manager in the 741st 
Missile Squadron. TSgt Miller has 

dedicated his career to training and 
supporting Air Force personnel, 
earning the 509th Maintenance 

Group Unit Training Manager of the 
Year and Facility Manager of the 

3rd Quarter.  When not on duty, he 
enjoys spending time with his wife 

and two children.

Info from March 2025

5FSS

EXECUTIVE CHEF – EXECUTIVE CHEF – 
BOMAR CORDELL BOMAR CORDELL 

“CHEF BO”“CHEF BO”
Chef Bo has been the Executive 

Chef for the Dakota 
Inn Dining Facility 
for over fi ve years, 
where he aligns 
Food 2.0 concepts 
with mission 
requirements, and 
ensures that nothing 
but the best is off ered 
to Team Minot from 
the Dining Facility. 
Additionally, he 
spearheads training 
for 41 Airman, tackling nearly 
100 hours of training each month 

for members in upgrade training 
supporting not only 
the 5th Bomb Wing 
feeding mission, 
but also the 91st 
Missile Wing, where 
members work at the 
MAF’s as the sole 
chefs on site. Chef 
Bo’s dedication to 
serving Team Minot, 
can be seen on a 
daily basis from the 
food on the serving 

line, to the preparation in the back 
along side our 3F1 Airmen.

SHOUT 
OUT
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Kim Fundingsland

CLEVER OR QUIRKY, WISE OR 
WEIRD...HMMM  

Lest you think I fell off  a dock and hit my head on 
my fi shing boat, it is with complete honesty that 
I am about to freely reveal, in complete detail, 
precise facts of a very important and personal 
nature.  
I have not been coerced, am not under the 
influence of drugs of any kind and have not 
been promised any favors in exchange for what 
I am about to disclose. True, I am a fi sherman, a 
necessary disclosure regarding my commitment 
to honesty.  
No, this story is not about the big one that 
got away. I caught them, honest, but rather a 
confession in this very public forum. I am taking 
responsibility for my actions. Total accountability. 
Well, at least the count part.  
Enough introduction and intrigue. I promised 
facts and I will deliver them, even at the risk of 
you, dear reader, reaching a conclusion that I am 
indeed some sort of waterlogged nutball.  
 About fi ve or six years ago I began counting each 
cast I made with a fi shing rod. Not every day on 
the water, but many of them. This I did without 
the knowledge of my fi shing companions, except 
for occasionally mumbling numbers aloud that 
made no sense to my fellow fi shermen who 
understandably surmised they should choose 
their fi shing partners more carefully.  
It was just over four years ago, and several fi shing 
companions later, that I came clean. I purchased 
a counter and wore it in such a fashion that it soon 
became part of my casting regimen. Every time I 
made a cast I pushed the button on the counter. 
At the end of each fi shing day, I simply read the 
number off  the counter and entered it into a 
journal.  
Weird behavior, I know, especially since I had no 
idea what I was going to do with the information. 
As I soon discovered however, fi shermen being 
as they are, that is, always trying to outwit and 
outsmart their fi shing companions with some 
new lure or technique, became intimidated by 
what they perceived as a completely surprising 
and innovative tactic.  
Of course, they could only speculate in their minds 

how I must be utilizing the information to further 
my fi shing success. I could see their nervousness 
grow with each click of the counter. So certain 
were they of their fi shing prowess, they dared not 
inquire, an act that might reveal their true wisdom 
as fi shermen.  
Ahh, the joy that was mine as they struggled 
to decipher this mystery method that I alone 
understood, which I did not. No matter. At last, I 
had realized a use for the goofy habit of counting 
casts! The silly practice elevated me considerably 
in the eyes of fellow fi shermen and confi dence is 
the name of the game on the water.  
Really though, intermittently studying data 
accumulated from 45,627 casts from January 
1, 2020, to December 31, 2023, several patterns 
emerged that I have used to my advantage. Things 
like making too many casts with a lure that is not 
producing results. With few exceptions, 25 casts 
per lure without catching a fi sh is my limit now.  
Muskie fi shing statistics are particularly telling. 
Several times I’ve caught two or three muskies in 
15-20 casts, then none for several hundred more. 
An example – one time I caught muskies on cast 
8 and 14, then went zero for 356. There it was on 
paper, proof that stubbornness doesn’t always 
work when fi shing.  
My advice to anglers is to buy a simple counter, 
use it and say nothing. Your fi shing partners will 
believe you have an advantage over them and will 
lose focus trying to fi gure out exactly what it is. 
The hook is set. Priceless.  

AWARD-WINNING SAUCE 
AND SMOKED MEATS
FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 

SCRATCH RECIPES

417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

SPONSORED BY

Same day  
appointments available.

TOGETHER, WE IMPROVE  
QUALITY OF LIFE

1201 11th Avenue SW, Minot, ND 
Phone 701.858.6700, 800.841.7321 
Hours: Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 
cfmminot.UND.edu

MINOT AFB HOSTS DEFENSE THREAT 
REDUCTION AGENCY

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ANTHONY RAMEY

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Lyle Drew, director Defense Threat Reduction Agency, 
meets with airmen from the 5th Maintenance Group at Minot Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, March 31, 2026.Lyle was given a tour of the base and learned 
about the global deterrence mission it serves.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Lyle Drew, director Defense Threat Reduction Agency, 
promotes U.S. Air Force Col. Robert E. Wake, assigned to the Healthcare 
Operations Squadron 5th Medical Group at Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota, March 31, 2026. Wake was promoted to Colonel and was selected 
to attend Air War college.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Lyle Drew, director Defense Threat Reduction Agency 
(DTRA), coins U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Caleb Haler, assigned to the 373rd 
Training Readiness Squadron Detachment 23 at Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota, March 30, 2026. DTRA is a combat support agency within the U.S. 
Department of Defense focused on countering and deterring weapons of mass 
destruction.
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blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

SYTTENDE MAI PARADE AND 
PARK OPENING DAY
4:00PM-5:30PM
Scandinavian Heritage Park, 
1020 South Broadway

Syttende Mai Celebration – May 17, 2026
Celebrate Norway’s Constitution Day with a parade and festivities at the 
Scandinavian Heritage Park in Minot, ND! Join the walking parade at noon, 

elsker.” After the parade, enjoy a traditional lunch at the Sons of Norway 
Thor Lodge, featuring hot dogs, salads, kranskake, and more.
This event also marks the grand opening of the park buildings for the 
summer season, running from May 17 to September 30, 2026.

17
MAY

For more information:
Facebook/Scandinavian Heritage Park/events

IMAGICON 2026
10:00AM-12:00PM
ND State Fair Center
 2005 Burdick Expressway East

Whether you’re a die-hard collector, a casual fan, or just looking for 

and top-tier vendors from across the United States! The event will feature 

franchise, and Mary Elizabeth McGlynn, a renowned voice actress, ADR 
director and singer. Dive into epic video game tournaments, battle it out 
in Warhammer showdowns, roll the dice in thrilling Dungeons & Dragons 
campaigns, and race to victory in the fast-paced Pinewood Derby. Plus, 
don’t miss the rock-paper-scissors competitions, exciting panels, trivia, and 
so much more happening around every corner.

24-26
APR

For more information: 
https://imagiconnd.com/

MINOT SHRINE CIRCUS
VARIOUS TIMES
All Seasons Arena,  
North Dakota State Fair Center, 
2005 E Burdick Expy

All tickets are general admission. There are no reserved seats.
Advance tickets coming soon for purchase at various locations:
Advance ticket prices:
Adult: $15, Teen (Ages 13-18): $12, Senior Citizens (Ages 65+): $12
Active Duty Military: $12, Children (Kindergarten – Age 12): $8
Preschool Children: Free
Thursday, May 7th: 10AM and 7PM
Friday, May 8th: 10AM and 7PM
Saturday, May 9th: 10AM, 2PM, and 6PM

7-9
MAY

Online tickets:
minotshriners.org

BOWL-A-PALOOZA
12:30PM
North Hill Bowl, 1901 N Broadway
Bowl-a-Palooza is back! Gather your friends, coworkers, 

or most competitive family members and join us at North Hill Bowl for an 
afternoon of bowling, laughs, food, and just the right amount of chaos to 
support Souris Valley United Way. Whether you’re bowling for bragging 
rights, showing up in full team costume, or just here for the fun, Bowl-a-
Palooza is your chance to hit the lanes for a great cause and a great time.
Registration at 12:30 PM | Bowling begins at 1:00 PM

Details in the registration link.
Plus: Prizes for Best Team Name, Best Team Costume, and Highest Score

2
MAY

Information: Facebook/North Hill Bowl/events
Registration: https://ddock.co/4ZJPTFTEW8

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

POST 753

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WATCH FOR OUR MONTHLY 

MEAT RAFFLES 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

1100 31st Street SE, Minot ND

• Spring cleanup often generates 
a lot of yard waste. If you plan to 
burn this debris, always check for 
local burn bans or restrictions fi rst, 
as these can change daily based on 
weather conditions.  REMEMBER: 
No open burning on base.

• Create a defensible space by 
clearing a perimeter of at least 
30 feet around your home. This 
includes removing dead trees, dry 
leaves, and overgrown vegetation 
that could act as fuel for a fi re. 

• Pay special attention to the 
area within the fi rst fi ve feet of 
your home, ensuring it is free of all 
fl ammable materials. 

• Before your fi rst cookout of the 
season, inspect your gas grill’s hoses 
for cracks or leaks and ensure all 
connections are tight (soapy water 
in a spray bottle can help detect 
leaks).  When in use, keep your 
grill at least 10 feet away from 
your house, deck railings, and any 
overhanging branches.  Never leave 
a lit grill unattended.

• If you witness a lightning strike 
near your home or in a wooded 

area, monitor the location for any 
signs of smoke or fi re and report it 
immediately.

• April is designated as National 
Safe Digging Month.  Before starting 
any digging projects for landscaping 
or home improvement, call 811 to 
have underground utility lines 
marked. Accidentally striking a gas 
or electrical line can lead to fi res, 
explosions, and serious injuries.

Fire-Smart Starts Here:
SPARKY’s 

April Safety Tips

SPARKY SAYS
MINOT AFB FIRE & EMERGENCY 

SERVICES

Minot’s Premiere  
Drive Thru Liquor Store and  

Neighborhood Lounge.

200 16th Street SW

SELECTION 
OF TOP END 

BOURBONS & 
WHISKEY
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Solution to puzzle on page C4SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Margie’s
Art Glass     Studio

Drop-In 
(No Appointment Needed)

Pottery Studio

109 South Main St. 

margiesartglass.com

PAINT 
YOUR OWN 
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MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

LET'S 
PARTY COSMIC 

PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT 
YOUR PARTY PACKAGES, 

EVENT SPACES, AND PARTY
 ENHANCEMENT SERVICES TODAY.

EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

You relied on 
“The Big Guy” 

at the Tax Center

““Keep your confidence 
with the one you trust”

35 Years Experience
Expert on Military Returns

All States and International
“Reasonable Rates”

Following the fi nal performance of Chicago at Minot State University on Sunday, April 12, family and friends from Minot 
Air Force Base gathered to celebrate and support cast members Jill Cangealose, Eli Robinson and Christian Steinborn, 
all affi liated with Minot AFB and featured in the production.

COURTESY PHOTO

Minot AFB Community Applauds 
Local Talent in Chicago
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GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

Y E A R S

A HISTORY OF INNOVATION
S R T . C O M

M O N T H  O F  T H E

MILITARY
CHILD
SRT recognizes and celebrates the children of 

military families. This April, we stand with you in 

gratitude and pride.

Most sixteen-year-olds can count 
the number of homes they’ve lived 
in on one hand. Sophomore Joseph 
Langan needs both hands. By the 
time he arrived at Minot North High 
School last year, Joseph had already 
moved nine times, attended eight 
diff erent schools, and rebuilt his 
life from scratch in more cities and 
states than most people visit in a 
lifetime. 

He has lived in Florida, Alabama, 
Illinois, Arizona, Kansas, Alaska, 
and now North Dakota. His favorite 
was Illinois, where he was closest 
to family and the schools felt 
especially welcoming. For Joseph, 
that is simply what growing up 
has looked like, and he wouldn’t 
trade the person it has made him 
for anything.

Joseph is part of a tight-knit 
family: his younger brothers, 
Nate (13) and Alex (10), his mom 
Meghan, and his dad, Lt Col Daniel 
Langan, 5 MXG. Together, they have 
built a life defi ned by movement, 
resilience, and constant change.

Ask any military kid what the 
hardest part of the Air Force 
lifestyle is, and the answer comes 
quickly: the moving. Not just 
the boxes and the trucks and 
the unfamiliar bedrooms, but 
everything that gets left behind. 
The friends who became family. 

The sense of belonging that took 
months to build and can vanish in 
a single conversation with a parent 
who says, “We have orders.”

“The hardest part of having a 
parent in the military is having 
to move so often and having to 
restart your life every few years,” 
Joseph said. “The moves can come 
as a surprise, and you’re never 
ready to leave your current place. 
Sometimes, that’s just when you’re 
fi nally settling in.”

“Being a military child has caused 
me to grow in many ways,” he 
refl ects. “Like being able to adapt 
to change easily, make new friends, 
and prioritize what’s important to 
me.”

When the Langan family arrived 
in Minot, Joseph wasted no time. 
Knowing that staying active was 
important to his sense of self and 
well-being, he joined the cross-
country team within weeks of 
arriving in town, before school had 
even started. It was a deliberate 
choice, a lesson learned from years 
of navigating new places: don’t wait 
for the world to come to you.

That decision paid off  almost 
immediately. Through the team, he 
made genuine friendships before he 
had ever walked through the doors 
of Minot High School. By the time 
fall classes began, he already had a 

group of people he could call his 
own.

Joseph remembered a bonfi re 
shortly after moving to Minot, 
where he expected to feel out 
of place at his father’s work 
gathering. Instead, a group of cross-
country runners—other military 
kids—welcomed him warmly and 
encouraged him to join the team. In 
that moment, surrounded by people 
who understood what it meant to 
be new, he no longer felt like an 
outsider.

“I have multiple stories similar 
to this,” he said, “with people 
being so welcoming and bringing 
me in, despite being a military kid 
who would likely be gone in a 
few years.” That last part matters. 
These were people who knew the 
friendship might be temporary, 
who understood that Joseph could 
receive orders and be gone before 
the next season ended, and they 
chose to invest in him anyway. 

These days, Joseph Langan laces 
up his shoes and runs through the 
fl at North Dakota streets, alongside 
teammates who started as strangers 
and became something more.

“Throughout all of this, I’ve 
met many amazing people, seen 
incredible things, and really learned 
what is important to me,” he says.

In the end, that might be the most 
remarkable thing about military 
children: not that they survive the 
uprooting, but that they bloom 
anyway. Joseph Langan is blooming 
in Minot. And this April, we take 
a moment to recognize him, and 
every other kid who knows what 
it costs to start over, and does it 
anyway.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, NORTHERN SENTRY INTERN

Nine Moves, Eight Schools, One Story

Lt Col Daniel Langan, Meghan Langan, Joseph, Nate, and Alex Langan.

Joseph 
Langan - 
Sophomore at 
Minot North 
High School.

MOMC HIGHLIGHT

Lt Col Daniel 
Langan, holds 
baby Joseph 
Langan.



2 SECTION C FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 NORTHERN SENTRY

REGISTER ONLINE
FOR JUNE & JULY!
www.internationalmusiccamp.com

(701) 838-8472

YOUTH IN ACTION SPONSORED BY :

701-858-0777

MINOT NORTH DAKOTA’S

 Best Authentic 
Mexican Restaurant

3816 S. Broadway,  Minot, ND
www.mimexicominotnd.com

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM • FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM

SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

This month was extremely active!  We celebrated military-connected children in various ways throughout this 
Month of the Military Child (MOMC), but some standout events include: North Dakota’s MOMC Proclamation 
Signing at Grand Forks AFB, Minot’s MOMC Proclamation Signing at City Hall, Dakota Elementary School’s 
MOMC Assembly, North Plains Elementary School’s MOMC Assembly, and Clap-Ins at all three schools on 
Minot AFB!  

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL LIAI-
SON PROGRAM 

Continuing to Cherish our 
Military-Connected Children  

As we come to the end of April, we mustn’t ever forget our military-
connected students.  Instead, let’s strive—always—to work harder, 
stronger, and with greater enthusiasm to support these children.  They 
move often and must encounter all the trials of growing up – making 
compatible friends, good grades, and sound decisions – with the added 
weight of starting over, and over, and over, and over, and over, and over 
again.  The average military-connected student moves every two to three 
years.  Their parent(s) made the decision to serve and their lives are 
subsequently impacted by this noble decision, which is why they deserve 
every bit of recognition for their resilience and adaptability to thrive 
wherever life takes them.  

As we remember our military-connected students, let’s also refl ect on one 
important symbol that defi nes this lot: the dandelion.  This perennial plant 
represents military-connected children because they take root and bloom 
wherever they are planted.  Their seeds also fl y in the wind to locations 
worldwide.  A beautiful refl ection on the dandelion’s signifi cance can be 
found in Ms. Kathryn Sullivan’s book titled “My Diary:”

I’d rather be a weed
What are weeds? They have color, stem, 

and life. Who hasn’t picked up a dandelion,
made a wish, and cast it away into the wind,

as if the universe could somehow make it pos-
sible? They provide hope.

What are weeds? Simply a willful fl ower,
with a mind of its own. It’s determination to 
take root, make change happen. It locks itself
into the ground, only to come back over and 

over again determined to take root once again.
What are fl owers? Pretty, useless things.

Providing occasional insight with the, “He loves
me, He loves me not…” Only later, to provide

despair when the answer you are searching for 
is not off ered.

As for me, I’d rather be a weed.

Col Lamarand, 5th Bomb Wing Commander, 
shaking hands with Minot Mayor, Mr. Jantzer, 
at City Hall on April 6th, 2026 proclaiming 

April as Month of the Military Child 

Mr. Bachmeier, North Dakota Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, holding the North Dakota 
Month of the Military Child Proclamation with 
an offi ce staff member of Lt Gov Strinden at 

Grand Forks AFB on April 7th, 2026

Col Schlabach, 91st Missile Wing Commander; 
Mrs. Schlabach; Col Taylor, 5th Bomb Wing 
Deputy Commander; Mrs. Taylor; and Mrs. 

Lamarand at North Plains Elementary School’s 
MOMC Assembly on April 17th, 2026

Students entering a Memorial Middle School 
hallway lined with Minot AFB leaders, military 
members, families, and friends who celebrated 

the students during a clap-in on April 17th, 
2026

It is no surprise this excerpt comes from the mind 
of our School Age Coordinator in Child and Youth 
Programs on Minot AFB.  As a spouse of a military 
member with her own two military-connected children 
aged 2 years and 4 years, Mrs. Sullivan understands how 
very signifi cant it is to maintain hope and usefulness.  

I look forward to joining you as we continue to 
cherish our military-connected children at Minot AFB’s 
“Famaganza” or Month of the Military Child Carnival at 
the Youth Center on Friday, April 24th from 5:30pm-
7:30pm.  I will have an information table and encourage 
you to stop by!  Together, we can discuss the importance 
of the Military Interstate Compact and you can leave with 
increased knowledge, a School Liaison tote bag, and a 
plant!  I cannot wait to connect with you all!

The information in this article is provided as a resource and does not constitute endorsement by Minot AFB, the United 
States Air Force, or the Department of War of the external website, or the information, products, or services contained 
therein.
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SPONSORED BYMINOT NORTH
SENTINEL REPORT

The Minot North varsity girls 
soccer team had itself a week to 
remember. With a strong week 
across the board, all three programs 
are picking up key wins and 
building early-season momentum. 
From clutch fi nishes on the soccer 
fi eld to explosive performances in 
softball and a competitive split for 
baseball on the road, the Sentinels 
continued to show resilience and 
growth in every matchup. As 
spring sports ramp up, Minot 
North is quickly proving they can 
compete in tight games and deliver 
when it matters most. 

On April 9th, the Sentinels took 
on The Blue Jays, and walked away 
with a convincing 4–2 victory. The 
off ense was sharp and the defense 
held fi rm when it mattered most, 
giving Minot North a strong early 
statement to open their stretch 
of games. Then, on April 11th, 
the Sentinels faced the Bismarck 
Demons in what turned out to be 
a tightly contested battle. Minot 
North grinded it out and came 
away with a hard-fought 3–2 win. 
Two games, two victories, and a 
whole lot of momentum heading 
into the weeks ahead. The Sentinel 
girls are absolutely rolling right 
now.

Swinging out of this world, 
the Minot North softball team 
celebrated its home opener at 
Minot Scheels Complex in style. 
The Sentinels hosted Century High 
School in a doubleheader on April 

9th, and the crowd had plenty to 
cheer about across both games.

Game one was a run-fest from 
start to fi nish, with Minot North 
edging out Century 13–7 in a 
high-energy opener. Just when 
you thought the off ense might 
cool off , game two brought even 
more drama. The Sentinels and 
Century traded runs back and 
forth in a thriller, with Minot 
North ultimately surviving 13–12. 
Two wins at home, in front of the 
home crowd, to open the season. 
Does it get any better than that? 
Absolutely not.

The Minot North baseball team 
made the trip to Williston on April 
10th for a doubleheader at Aafedt 
Stadium, and the results were a 
classic split. In the fi rst game at 
3:00 PM, the Sentinels took care of 
business with a clean 4–1 victory 
over the Coyotes. The pitching was 
solid, the bats came through when 
needed, and Minot North looked 
sharp in the win.

The second game, however, 
swung the other way. Williston 
came out with a vengeance in the 
nightcap, topping the Sentinels 
7–3. Credit goes to the Coyotes 
for their bounce-back eff ort, but 
Minot North will be eager to even 
the score the next time these two 
teams meet. A split on the road is 
never a disaster, and the Sentinels 
will regroup and reload for what 
lies ahead.

All in all, it was a week packed 

with action across every Sentinel 
program. The girls soccer team is 
riding a two-game winning streak, 
softball swept their home opener in 
dramatic fashion, and baseball split 
a tough road doubleheader. Minot 
North is showing up and showing 
out this spring, and if this week 
is any indication, Sentinel fans are 
going to want to keep a close eye on 
all three programs going forward.

BRYLEIGH MCBRIDE, STUDENT JOURNALIST

Sentinels Surge Through Spring: 
Wins, Grit, and Momentum 

Across All Programs Nola Burgett 
Gets Ready to 
Race.

JP BEHIND THE 
LENS PHOTO

There is no better time than now to take control of your 
financial future. Your local First Command Financial 
Advisor will work with you to build a personalized  
plan for pursuing your short and long-term goals.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP
TOWARD THE LIFE 
YOU IMAGINE

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance 
Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other 
financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

FIRST COMMAND FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1St ST NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669
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I have had the pleasure of 
walking through the Dakota 
Territory Air Museum. For a 
community the size of Minot it 
is certainly a hidden gem. My 
favorite parts of the museum 
are the replica of the Wright 
Brothers Wright Flyer, and the 
Legends Hangar that is fi lled full 
of “Warbirds”. 

“It isn’t quite a Washington, 
DC air museum” according 
to one of the founders of the 
museum, Warren Pietsch “but 
you have to travel a long way to 
get a collection like this in a city 
the size of Minot.”

When Air & Space Forces 
Association Burt Field was 
off ered a private tour of the 
museum, mainly because the 
museum doesn’t open until May 
16th, he and his wife Lisa were 
very accepting. Burt had over 
3,400 hours as a fi ghter pilot in F 
16’s and F 22’s. He retired from 

the US Air Force as a Lt. General 
in 2015. 

Field’s father was an F4 pilot 
and fl ew one of the last missions 
over Hanoi during the Vietnam 
War. 

In 2024 Burt Field accepted 
the position of CEO of the Air & 
Space Forces Association. With a 
new appreciation of Minot and 
Minot Air Force Base, CEO Field 
soon discovered that both Larry 
Linrud and Warren Pietsch of the 
Dakota Territory Air Museum had 
a lot of passion for the museum 
and in particular the planes that 
make up an impressive inventory 
in 4 diff erent hangars. 

With only about two hours 
before Burt & Lisa had to catch 
their plane home, Warren Pietsch 
shared “well I usually give a 
quick tour of the museum so 
people can see it all, and then 
if they want to come back to a 
certain exhibit, we sure can.” 

Two hours certainly got us 
through the many diff erent 
exhibits at Dakota Territory Air 
Museum, with a lot of time being 
spent in the Legends Hangar. 

As Warren Pietsch would say 
“the museum is fi lled with stories. 
Every plane here has a story. 
Every exhibit has a story. I guess 
that’s what makes a museum like 
this so special.” 

It was well into the 2-hour 
tour that Warren talked about 
the WWII pilots that would 
greet him at diff erent air shows 
where he would fl y some of the 
planes. It may not have been 
their plane, but they fl ew one 
just like it.” And they would ask 
about sitting in the seat of the 
plane that Warren was exhibiting 
“and well why rebuild them if 
you can’t show them off ?” 

On one end of the hangar was 
a P47 Thunderbolt, Bonnie. This 
particular plane was an award 
winner at Osh Kosh “and so 
was that P 51 behind us, Lope’s 
Hope” says Warren. He looked at 
Burt Field and quickly off ered, 
as time was becoming short, a 
chance for the Lt. Gen. to actually 
sit in the P 47…and soon Warren 
& Burt had scaled the wing of 
Bonnie and Burt was sitting 
snuggly in the cockpit. Talk 
about a photo opportunity? “I’m 
sure it’s probably one he won’t 
soon forget” said Warren in a 
follow up interview. 

Later as I was having lunch 
with Burt & Lisa Field there 
was a sense of appreciation for 
Minot, the Minot Air Force Base 
and their missions, and certainly 
for the warm welcome they 
received at the Dakota Territory 
Air Museum.

ACTIVE MILITARY,
SPOUSES & DEPENDANTS
50% off Every Day!
Must show Military ID
at ticket pickup. 
VETERAN APPRECIATION
DAY | July 12
Free admission for all
veterans,active duty,
& reservists.

FIND MORE AT
MEDORA.COM

WONDERING HOW 
HIGHWAY 83 LOOKS?

CHECK HERE FIRST!

LIVE ROAD CAMERAS AND  
UP-TO-DATE DRIVING CONDITIONS  
BETWEEN MINOT AND MINOT AFB.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

FAMILY BUSINESS FOUNDED IN 1975
ON 83 NORTH- CLOSEST COLLISION CENTER TO BASE

MILITARY FRIENDLY 
JEROMESCOLLISION.COM

(701) 852-5126

DELIVERY

Taking orders for 
chickens raised by the 

Sundale Hutterite Colony, 
Milnor, ND. 

Chickens are raised using  

hormones.

ORDERS ARE NEEDED BY 
SATURDAY EVENING - MAY 9

701-465-7224
sknarreborg47@gmail.com

TUESDAY, MAY 12 WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Why Restore Them 
If You Can’t Show ‘Em!

(l to r) Larry Linrud, President Dakota Territory Air Museum, Jim Simons ND State AFA President, Lt. Gen. Burt Field (AF 
Retired) Warren Pietsch, Tour Guide & Lisa Field.

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP



NORTHERN SENTRY FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 SECTION C 5

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

WARM WEATHER BRINGS CHILDREN 
TO STREETS, PLAYGROUNDS

It’s hard to believe but summer 

melting and weather is getting 
warmer, and children of all ages are 

With more outside activities 

tendencies to use the streets and 
parking lots for skateboarding, 

minor cuts and bruises or to more 

Parents need to make children 
aware of the dangers that surround 
their environment and take positive 
rather than negative actions and 
measures to keep children from 

Here are some of the basic dangers 
that seem to be more common in the 
summer months than other times of 

of dogs or other animals in the 

bikes or rollerblading, including the 
proper wear of helmets for these 

good check out before the children 

the ground and is strong as the 

and bolts tight or broken, and need 

and other hazardous materials out 

of the reach of children and pets at 

Remember, even children who know 

vehicle, even for a short trip, all 
children as well as adults must be 
secured in a child restraint seat or 

children to ride in the front seat of a 

well enough ahead of time before a 

is the best defense against summer 

professionals, but give them the basic 

might be doing will reduce trips to 

related information, do not hesitate to 

Celebrating 
14 Years 

with Discounts on Services 
for the Month of April

Owner: Kelly Kruse
1408 20th Ave SW, 

Suite 7, Minot
(701) 833-1840

tranquil-bodhi.com

Follow us on Facebook or 
visit our website for  
details & updates.

MONTHLY MEETING (Third Tuesday of Each Month)

Tuesday, May 19
1200, Bomber Bistro (Back Room), Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

afa.org/join

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

Dakota Territory Air Museum President welcomes Lt. Gen. Burt Field. Lt. Gen. Burt Fields (AF Retired) 
sit in the cockpit of Bonnie, a P47 
Thunderbolt.

Left: Burt Field accepts the invitation 
of Warren Pietsch to sit in the cockpit 
of Bonnie, A P47 Thunderbolt.

Warren Pietsch and Burt Field stand on the wing of the P47 Thunderbolt, 
Bonnie. 
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CLASSIFIEDS
www.northernsentry.com | sentrysales@srt.com | 701.839.0946 | 315 S. Main Suite 202 | Minot, North Dakota

AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

PET GROOMINGAUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

SUDOKU SOLUTION

PUZZLE ON PAGE B7

MINOT AFB

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL 
UNIVERSITY  – 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, 
hands-on programs will prepare you 
for careers well beyond the limits of 
the sky. Our Worldwide Campus 
has been working with U.S. military 
service members since 1970, helping 
them to earn a degree while on active 
duty or as veterans. And we do it at 
more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle 
Minot Campus — located at Minot 
Air Force Base — offers associate, 
bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
as well as undergraduate and 
graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty 
military service member, a veteran, 
or a civilian working at or around 
Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn 
your college degree. A degree 
from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will 
help service members to become 
commissioned offi cers, will make 
veterans more desirable job 
candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians 
with job advancement or career 
changes. Our modes of instruction 
are: Online, Eaglevision Home and 
Eaglevision Classroom. For more 
information, please visit us in Room 
223 located in the Base Education 
Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: 
minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 
701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – 
Minot State University is excited to 
again offer face-to-face classes at 
the  Minot Air Force Base. There is 
no application fee for active-duty 
military personnel. Military personnel 
can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) 
degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more 
information, contact Brigitte Mikula 
at 701-727-9044 or by email at 
Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – 
Your degree, Your way. Park 
University is enrolling now. Earn your 
CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your 
Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s 
maximize your military experience! 
Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience 
by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! 
Enable the Park University skill on 
your Alexa device and say “Alexa, 
ask Park, How many credit hours can 
I get from my military experience?” 
She’ll even tell you your graduation 
date! Minot AFB @ the Education 
Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  
mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School graduate, 
artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that are on 
display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON

RENTALS

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FOR SALE
BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WS 90
225-145 R17 Snow Tires- Set of 4
Mint Condition- $300.00. 
Someone Will Get A GREAT 
Deal! (701) 818-0739 

tfn

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 tfn

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 

PROFESSIONALS

PCS MOVE? DON’T TAKE IT ALL 
WITH YOU. Juarez Enterprises 
offers fast, reliable junk removal 
for Minot AFB families. Furniture, 
mattresses, appliances—we haul 
it all. Licensed & insured. Call or 
text for a free quote: 701-441-
9791 

May29

LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

ALL STORAGE
STORGE UNITS: VARIOUS SIZES
833 52ND ST SE MINOT, ND

PH: 701-837-1687 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

June5

STORAGE
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Dakota Square ARCO
Locally Owned & Part of Our Community

1520 24th Avenue SW
Next to Dakota Square Mall

We appreciate our Minot AFB Friends


