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BLOOMING 
AT THE BX: 
PROOF & 
PETALS

Community members celebrate the 
opening of a new playground at 
Minot Air Force Base, made possible 
through resident feedback from past 
Tenant Satisfaction Surveys. Pictured 
are Col. Matthew Crosman, deputy 
commander of the 91st Missile 
Wing, and Col. Jesse Lamarand, 
commander of the 5th Bomb Wing, 
joined by other base leaders for the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the 
occasion.
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The 5th Bomb Wing Command 
team would like to congratulate 
the 5th Munitions Squadron (5 
MUNS) on being selected as May’s 
Squadron of the Month.

For this year, the 5 MUNS 
performed 545 explosive 
operations ensuring the assembly 
and delivery of 207 munitions 
supporting 901 fl ight hours and 
180 combat training sorties for the 
Wing’s Flying Program.

5 MUNS also participated in 
Exercise Global Thunder by 
providing critical data for the 

Crisis Action Team’s Leadership 
for 64 load crew personnel 
and 552 nuclear loading and 
downloading operations.

Finally, in sub-zero 
temperatures, they accomplished 
3,000 inspections and delivered 
all required munitions on time 
for use in support of real-world 
operations.

The 5 MUNS continues to power 
through a demanding schedule 
to maintain peak operational 
readiness.

May Squadron 
of the Month 

5th Munitions Squadron

4715 NORTH BROADWAY, MINOT
701-500-7066

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

SPRING MOTORCYCLE PRE RIDE CHECK
For those of us that live in an 

area where we have to winterize our 
bikes and put them up for several 
months, this article is about getting 

to ride” for the upcoming riding 
season.

the chassis. Look for cracks, bent 
or missing spokes, loose nuts and 
bolts, missing nuts, bolts, clips, or 

of the throttle and levers. Ensure 
that all cables are secured and in 

is chain driven, make sure it is 

there are no cuts or tears in the 

for mileage or time.  Examples of 
maintenance could be adjusting 

before going out on the road. 
Ensure that the valve stems are 

to ensure the tire pressure matches 
the recommended manufacturer 

for foreign objects, or uneven wear.

have a full tank of gasoline. One 

the gas tank, because often it can 

the voice of experience.

needing replacing.

headlights, instrument lights, and 
brake lights to ensure proper 

out bulbs before riding.

engine kill switch works when used.  

it in gear with the kick stand down, 

Adjust the mirrors to the proper 
position before riding and make 

while riding, nor is it safe.

connections are tight and no 

sure nothing sounds abnormal.  

Examples would be a ticking 
engine, loud exhaust, or something 
vibrating that could come loose.

take up the kickstand, check to 
make sure that the spring in the 
kickstand has enough tension to 
hold it in position. There is nothing 

turn out of the parking lot, the one 

The time invested in a pre-ride 

or being stranded on the side of the 
road.
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FULL LINE HOBBY SHOP
RC Airplanes, Monster Trucks- 
Cars, Boats, Rockets & Kites

HO/N Scale Trains (Lionel & more)
Plastic Models ie. GUNDAM & Much More 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
2112 North Broadway

701-838-1658

MINOT, N.D. — The Minot 5/6 
is gearing up for a day of friendly 
competition and community 
connection with the return of its 
highly anticipated fi shing event. 
The 2nd Annual Minot 5/6 
Fishing Tournament is set to take 
place Saturday, May 16, 2026, at 
Lake Darling, located within the 
Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge.

The tournament, which runs 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., invites 
anglers of all experience levels 
to cast a line and compete for 
top catches, while also off ering 
opportunities for volunteers to 
support the event behind the 
scenes. In the event of severe 
weather, a makeup day is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 17.

Participants can register as 
teams of two to four members or 
choose a single-member option. 
Entry fees are set at $80 per 
team and $50 for individual 
competitors. Organizers note 
that all registered teams will 
receive event gear, including a 
clipboard with scorecards and 
rules, a commemorative Minot 
5/6 numbered coin, and an Ozark 
Trail portable dial fi sh scale.

Those interested in competing 
are asked to complete registration 
and payment by scanning the 
offi  cial Minot 5/6 QR code 
provided below.

In addition to anglers, event 
organizers are seeking 50 
volunteers to help ensure a smooth 
and successful tournament. 
Volunteer roles include event 
setup and teardown, assisting with 
award presentations, and serving 
as safe ride drivers. Volunteers 
are asked to report for check-in at 
7:30 a.m. at the refuge. Organizers 
emphasize that volunteering off ers 
a meaningful way to support 
the community while enhancing 

professional development through 
strong evaluation performance 
bullets (EPBs).

Volunteer positions are available 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
through a SignUpGenius QR code.

For more information about 
the tournament, registration, or 
volunteer opportunities, interested 

individuals can contact Jared 
Bland at jkb101@gmail.com
 or Keith Cordle at Cordlekeith@
gmail.com

Organizers encourage 
community members to come out 
for a full day of fi shing, teamwork, 
and outdoor fun in one of the 
region’s most scenic locations.

Minot 5/6 Announces Second Annual 
Fishing Tournament at Lake Darling

Volunteer Sign Up

Members of Team 
Warbitsky, winners 
of the inaugural 
Minot 5/6 Fishing 
Tournament, pose with 
their event trophy at 
Lake Darling in the 
Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge. The 
team earned fi rst 
place during the 2025 
competition, setting 
the standard for this 
year’s anglers.
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News delivered straight to your inbox

Does anyone remember a TV 
commercial in which a Native 
American was paddling his canoe 
and he came across a polluted 
river? When he saw that, he shed 
a single tear.

It was called the “Crying 
Indian,” a famous 1971 public 
service announcement from the 
Keep America Beautiful campaign 
featuring Iron Eyes Cody witnessing 
trash in the river and a littered 
shoreline.

The ad, aimed at raising 
awareness about littering ends with 
him looking into the camera and 
shedding a tear. 

It was released on Earth Day, 
April 22, 1971 and became a cultural 

milestone that aired for more than 
a decade. It’s motto, “People start 
pollution, people can stop it.”

And that’s the message of this 
article, written on Earth Day, April 
22, 2026.

It’s a reminder for a lot of us 
to take care of our environment. 
Sometimes, we don’t do such a 
good job of that and in some cases, 
we could do better. 

For instance, my community 
recently had an Easter egg hunt 
in the city park. We live near the 
park, so we walked to observe little 
children scrambling all over the 
lawn picking up multiple colored, 
plastic eggs. 

The only problem was along 
the entrance of the park. There 
was garbage all over the ditch, 
presumably blown there over the 
winter and covered with snow until 
now. But that wasn’t the only issue. 
That ditch, that we call a “canal,” 
had water in it and getting to some 
of that trash through the reeds 
would be near impossible. You 
can’t walk in it, or you’ll sink. You 
can’t row a canoe like Iron Eyes 
Cody because there is too much 
vegetation.

There’s really only one way to 
solve it. Wait until the “canal” dries 

up so people can walk in there and 
pick up the trash. 

The following day, I wanted to 
take a closer look, so I walked 
down into the ditch before I hit 
water. There seemed to be a lot of 
aluminum cans. Beer cans and pop 
cans, presumably blown there over 
the winter since the local tavern is 
just a block away. 

It didn’t take long to realize this 
wasn’t going to be a quick task. It 
took almost three hours, but I was 
able to take enough aluminum out 
of that ditch, less than the length of 
a city block to get $26 at the recycle 
center. My guess is we could all do 
something very similar. 

By the time you read this, Earth 
Day will have passed, but because 
April is a “cold” month in North 
Dakota, most people don’t go out to 
clean their yards and neighborhoods 
until May. 

Bearing that in mind, it doesn’t 
stop with trash and aluminum cans 
in the ditch. I don’t know about 
you, but I’ve seen some strange 
things along some of our highways 
that could have all been recycled. 

I was on my way to work one 
day when I came upon a car engine 
sitting on the side of the road. No 
skid marks on the pavement, no 

apparent damage to the engine 
and it was just sitting there, upright. 
Imagine the weight of that getting 
recycled. 

I’ve seen sheet metal panels in 
ditches, combine parts, 55-gallon 
barrels, mattresses, tires and one 
spring when I was helping others 
clean a ditch in Hazen, I found a 
$100 bill. 

Several years ago an old farmer 
passed away and didn’t have any 
heirs. The property was sold and 
had to get cleaned up. The person 
who purchased it, hired two Amish 
men from Wisconsin who came out 
to North Dakota, cleaned up that 
farm and essentially made their 
income for that year from one 
month of work.

I’m not saying North Dakota is 
polluted. These examples given are 
all across the state over a span of 
about 18 years.

Many of us work hard to keep 
our lawns clean. Many of us work 
hard to keep our farms looking like 
they belong in a Normal Rockwell 
painting. Others, not so much and 
that’s where the dilemma lies. 

Keep America beautiful, keep 
North Dakota beautiful!

The ‘Crying Indian’

UPSIDE DOWN 
UNDER

MARVIN BAKER

IT’S YOUR PAPER…
“I started reading the Northern 

Sentry as soon as we knew we were 
coming to the Minot Air Force 
Base.” We hear that statement so 
many times over and over again 
when we introduce ourselves to new 
faces at a Military Aff airs Committee 
meeting. Having good connections 
with folks on base is certainly vital 
to the success of the Northern 
Sentry, but our connection with base 
personnel goes a lot further. 

The whole purpose of the 
Northern Sentry is to support the 
mission of the Minot AFB, whether 
it be maintaining our calendar of 
events on northernsentry.com, or 
sending out our Weekly Post Brief 
on Fridays to give people a chance 
to catch the highlights of activity 
on base. 

Unlike other newspapers, the 
Northern Sentry is 100% online 
on northernsentry.com at no cost. 
Our web presence is probably most 
people’s fi rst contact, and people 
can certainly continue to read 
every weekly edition online, but 
many folks still like the traditional 
printed paper, and we hand deliver 
the Northern Sentry to every home 
and every shop on base, along 
with making copies available in 
most popular locations. I bet the 

Northern Sentry is probably one of 
the last newspapers in the nation to 
still have traditional paper delivery 
(boys & girls). 

OK, you have lived on base for a 
while and you know most of this 
information, but we all know PCS 
season is right around the corner, 
and now is when the phone calls, 
text messages and emails start to 
various agencies on base about how 
to get information about Minot and 
Minot Air Force Base. Of course, 
person to person is always good, 
but if you are someone who is 
receiving those phone calls:

1) Encourage people to check 
out northernsentry.com weekly for 
the latest news and happenings on 
Minot AFB.

2) Have people sign up for our 
Weekly Post Brief email newsletter 
that is sent out every Friday. 
Our editor, Erin Beene, does an 
excellent job of creating a synopsis 
and links to our top stories. You’ll 
fi nd the sign up application on 
northernsentry.com or by scanning 
the QR code below.

  Something else we hear all 
the time…no other base has a 
newspaper like the Northern Sentry. 
We are certainly proud of every 
weekly edition we print; but it really 
goes back to what I was taught in 
Journalism 101 at the University of 
North Dakota, you have to make 
your newspaper, their newspaper, 
and I can say we do everything 
we can to follow through with that 
challenge every week. 

BUT YOU DIDN’T SAY 
ANYTHING

  I have a friend who reads my 
columns faithfully…except a couple 
of weeks last month when he had 
trouble getting to the grocery store 
to get a copy of the Northern Sentry. 

  As fate would have it, he was 
complaining at our weekly coff ee 
group about not being able to get 
a copy of the Northern Sentry last 
week. However, he was in luck. I 
happened to have extra copies in 
my car so I ran out to get him a 
copy and delivered it to him in 
person. 

  He opened the paper and 
went directly to my column and 
dismissed himself mentally from 
the conversation taking place at the 
table about potential city council 
candidates. When he reached the 
end of my column he closed the 
paper without saying a word. 

  Curiosity got the best of me and 
I fi nally had to ask, “so what did 
you think of my column?” Without 
hesitation he looked at me and said 
“you’ve done better. I guess my 
complaint is that you didn’t say 
anything.” 

  I have another friend who will 
often use the quote “don’t ask if 
you don’t want to know.” That 
really fi ts this situation so well. I 
probably didn’t really want to hear 
Jim’s (name changed to protect the 
innocent) opinion of my article, 
but I asked, and he felt obliged to 
not only give me an opinion, but 
an honest opinion. So, what is the 
lesson here? Going forward don’t 
give Jim any more papers with a 
copy of your article? Well probably 
not. The lesson is to make sure 
when you are writing your articles, 
Rod, you need to say something. So, 
for this week my “anything” is that 
I really don’t understand putting 
up stoplights at an intersection and 
then shutting them off  a few years 
later.  Anyone else agree?
TRAVELIN’ AROUND

  This might not be so much 
about traveling and more about last 
week’s windy weather. I honestly 
was stopped dead in my tracks by 
one gust of wind. It’s March that 
is supposed to “Come in like a lion 
and go out like a lamb.” After last 
week we could use a little more 
lamb. 
TODAY’S CHUCKLE

 Only some of us can learn from 
other people’s mistakes. The rest of 
us have to be the other people.

Answering Some Questions…

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE
ROD WILSON

The Weekly Post Brief is delivered to 
your e-mail inbox every Friday.

2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

EMAIL: SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM  
INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO 

AND THE REASON THEY ARE A 
NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

SELECTED NOMINEES 
RECEIVE RECOGNITION 

IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY 
AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S 

GIFT CARDHERO
Neighborhood 

NOMINATE A
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Every spring, I get the urge to 
reorganize my entire life.

Closets? Absolutely. Junk drawer? 
You betcha. Those mysterious nooks 
in the linen closet cluttered with 
half-used supplement bottles and 
cough syrup both my kids refuse? Also 
overdue.

There’s something about spring in 
North Dakota that makes me want 
a reset. Maybe it’s the first stretch 
of sunshine after months of winter. 
Maybe it’s that I’m simply spending 
more time out of the house—so when 
I return, I’m less blind to the clutter. 

I’m a fan of a good spring clean—
and not just the kind that involves 
clearing closets. Spring also seems to 
usher in permission to clear away the 
metaphorical cobwebs from my mind 
and routines, not just my house.

It’s the perfect time to renew 
a commitment to movement and 
exercise because spring kicks the door 
wide open for options.

Suddenly, movement feels less like 
a chore and more like a reward. Walks 
outside become enjoyable instead of 
mildly aggressive. Bike rides come 
back. Pickleball enters the chat. Even 
running errands feel better when 
you’re not navigating ice and wind.

And honestly, as I get closer to 40, 
my motivation has shifted too.

The goal used to be a beach-ready 
body. Although, in North Dakota, 
maybe we should call it a “lake-ready” 
body.

Now? I care more about a body 
that works for the long haul.

I want to carry groceries, run the 
vacuum, and shovel snow without 
back spasms. I want energy to keep 
up with my kids and mobility to enjoy 
life instead of managing constant pain. 
Give me function instead of aesthetics 
any day.

In years past, spring cleaning 
my wellness routine has been 
difficult—and a little demoralizing. 
While physically reorganizing and 
decluttering, I’d discover evidence 

of inconsistency and routines gone 
wrong. Tangible reminders that 
somewhere in the middle of busy days, 
the vigor of my New Year’s resolution 
had faded and consistency had snuck 
out the back door.

Well-intentioned supplements 
I’d only remembered to take twice. 
“Wellness” gadgets like my weighted 
walking vest, forgotten and forlorn 
in various closets and cabinets 
throughout the house. Not to mention 
the less visible things left to the 
same fate: exercise routines, regular 
stretching, and consistent wellness 
appointments.

This year, when I tackled my 
linen closets and medicine cabinets, 
I still found plenty of evidence of 
inconsistency—looking at you, barely 
used magnesium supplement—but 
things have felt different. Easier.

And that’s because I’ve got an 
experienced team in my corner.

This time last year, I had only been 
consistently going to Cornerstone 
Chiropractic for about three months. 
This year, my therapy has progressed, 
and my treatment has evolved to 
include more than just chiropractic 
adjustments and in-office therapy.

The team at Cornerstone has 
helped me evaluate what I actually 
need—not just for alignment, but for 
broader wellness too. They’ve helped 
me reassess the right frequency of 
care, what therapies make sense 
for this season, and even which 
supplements are worth continuing 
versus which ones are just taking up 
valuable cabinet space.

They also do the legwork of 
researching and stocking quality 
supplements that support the work 
we’re doing in the office, so I don’t 
have to fall down the rabbit hole of 
trying to figure out which brand is 
actually “best.”

When it comes to wellness, one 
of the most valuable things is the 
accountability.

Sometimes wellness doesn’t 

require more information—it requires 
someone in your corner helping you 
stay consistent. Someone reminding 
you that sleep matters, movement 
matters, good food matters, and 
yes, taking the vitamins you already 
bought probably matters too. An 
outside source who can look can look 
at the bigger picture, and see how all 
the pieces work together wholistically.

That kind of support is underrated.
It’s the kind I’ve found at 

Cornerstone Chiropractic, and the 
kind I hope you’ll find this spring as 
you audit your own wellness routine.

This is a great time to reassess and 
reset.

Clean out the cabinet. Revisit the 
habits you’ve let slide. Ask yourself 
what actually helps you feel better—
and what just stirs guilt for not doing 
it.

Maybe it’s more walks. Maybe 
it’s drinking water like a functioning 
adult. Maybe it’s moving more during 
the day to reduce tomorrow’s stiffness.

Small changes count.
Spring doesn’t have to mean 

becoming a whole new person. 
Sometimes it just means returning 
to the habits that help you feel like 
yourself again.

And honestly, that might be the 
best kind of spring cleaning there is.

AMY ALLENDER

Dr. Matthew Hanson Dr. William Fielhaber  Dr. Benjamin Whitten

1515 24TH AVE SW, MINOT, ND 58701

(701) 852-2800
YOURCORNERSTONECHIRO.COM

Map Out The Road To Good Health

More than closets:  
spring cleaning for your health

 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com

A1C SOPHIA MCMAHONA1C SOPHIA MCMAHON
A1C Sophia McMahon has 

been a Food Service 
Apprentice for three 
months at the Dakota 
Inn Dining Facility, 
where she manages 
front of house 
operations for nearly 
600 meals daily. When 
not in the front of 
facility preparing the 
World’s Greatest Omelets, she’s in 

the back working on the mainline 
entrées for the day and 
training several new 
Airmen on roles and 
responsibilities in the 
Dining Facility. She 
has been a tremendous 
force multiplier, 
installing key core 
values, and a positive 
environment any and 

everywhere she goes!

SHOUT 
OUT
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, 
April 27: 1,827.11 feet above 
mean sea level (MSL); 14,000 
cubic feet per second (CFS) 
Garrison Dam average daily 
releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 
1,449.94 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 
1,449.99 MSL. 
•N.D. Game & Fish Dept. 
game wardens: No new 
reports from area lakes. 
•Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, 
Devils Lake: Devils Lake is ice-
free. Lots of walleye activity on 
upper basin lakes with success 
varying with the weather. 
Infl ows starting to slow so look 
for less activity, especially when 
the spawn gets underway. 
•Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville:  Limited reports with 
inconsistent weather continuing 
to limit fi shing activity. 
•Lake Metigoshe, Four 
Seasons, Bottineau: Some 
shore-fi shing activity, including 
open waters along the bridges, 
with occasional walleye. No 
bluegill reports. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Cenex Bait & Tackle, 
Garrison: Weather permitting, 
look for fair walleye success 
in 3 to 15 feet on the east 
end of Lake Sakakawea on 
sunny days. Missouri River 
tailrace remains fair to good 
for walleye. No Lake Audubon 
reports. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake 
Audubon, Hwy. 83 Lawn & 
Leisure, Garrison: Good shore 
access on the east end of Lake 

Sakakawea. Try any of the back 
bays for pike. Limited walleye 
reports but try pitching jigs along 
rocky points in 2 to 10 feet. 
Docks in place at Steinke Bay 
but not at Centennial early in 
the week. Lake Audubon also 
ice-free. Try around any of the 
islands in 4 to 8 feet for walleye 
and look for a smallmouth bass 
bite to start soon. Try dead-
heads or jerk and swim baits. 
No docks in place on Audubon 
early in the week. . 
•Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 
Weather continues limiting 
angler activity in the Van Hook 
Arm of Lake Sakakawea.
•Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook 
Bait & Tackle, New Town: 
Facilities open for the season 
May 15.
•Lake Sakakawea/Missouri 
River, Scott’s Bait & Tackle, 
Pick City: Missouri River tailrace 
remains fair to good for walleye 
with best success from shore in the 
morning or evening hours using 
plastics or jigs and minnows. 
Try the boat ramp area or wing 
walls. Success from boats, as 
well, using jigs and minnows. 
Lake Sakakawea sporadic for 
pike. Try any of the back bays. 

•Lake Sakakawea/northwest 
N.D. lakes, Scenic Sports, 
Williston: Anglers with 
paddlefi sh tags could expect 
fair to good success in the 
open areas. Tags must be 
in possession. Missouri and 
Yellowstone rivers remain 
slow for walleye with muddy 
water conditions. Water also 
muddied on the upper end of 
Lake Sakakawea. Try White 
Earth Bay to the east for cleaner 
water and better walleye 
activity. Low water ramp usable 
at Lund’s Landing. Try frozen 
smelt or herring in the back bays 
for pike. Look for some trout 
success with recent stocking of 
catchable trout in Kota-Ray Dam 
and West Spring Lake Park.
•North-central/central N.D. 
lakes, Towner Hdwe. Hank, 
Towner: Activity remains limited 
on area lakes and the Souris 
River. 
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
•N.D. Game and Fish Dept., 
main Bismarck offi ce: (701) 
328-6300, website: (http://
gf.nd.gov).
•Report All Poachers: (701) 
328-9921.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For 
complete details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational 
opportunities visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook 
at (facebook.com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, 
extension 1, or email (woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located 
at 1012 Woodland Drive, Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

OUTDOOR NOTES: 
•May 1: Paddlefi sh snagging season opens. Go to the N.D. 
Game & Fish Dept. website, (gf.nd.gov) for regulations, open 
areas, and licensing. 
•May 2, 9, & 16: Birding at Oak Park, Minot. Free bird walk 
each Saturday, 9 a.m. 
•May 8 & 9: Evening Hike Series: Full Flower Moon Fairy Hike, 
Fort Stevenson State Park, Garrison, 9:30 p.m.   
•May 10: Spring turkey season closes. 
•May 12: Pioneer Village Museum opens for the season, 10 
a.m. 
•May 15: 5K FoamFest, Leach Park, Minot, 6 p.m. 

TOURNAMENTS: 
•May 9: Lake Sakakawea, Four Bears Marina.  
•May 16: Lake Darling, West Landing No. 1; Lake Sakakawea, 
White Earth Bay; Devils Lake, Creel Bay; West Park Lake. 

ACTIVE MILITARY,
SPOUSES & DEPENDANTS
50% off Every Day!
Must show Military ID
at ticket pickup. 
VETERAN APPRECIATION
DAY | July 12
Free admission for all
veterans,active duty,
& reservists.

FIND MORE AT
MEDORA.COM

Give Mom the Gift of Self Care

Owner: Kelly Kruse
1408 20th Ave SW, Suite 7, Minot

Task Force 21 is a group of 
volunteers whose main goal is to 
advocate and support the missions 
of Minot Air Force Base. Some of 
the members of this year’s task 
force can well remember Task 
Force ’96, a group organized to 
guide Minot through the Base 
Realignment and Closure rounds 
that occurred in the late 1990’s. 
The group was laser focused on 
retaining both wings at the Minot 
Air Force Base, the 5th Bomb 
Wing and the 91st Missile Wing. 

Although today’s TF21 serves 
in a much diff erent capacity as the 
group works to educate, advocate 
and engage on a local, statewide 
and national level. Today’s North 
Dakota Nuclear Triad Symposium is 
much like the Nuclear Symposiums 
sponsored by TF21 and held in 
Washington, D.C. 

 “You know this all started back 
in the BRAC days” according to 
Bruce Christianson, one of the 
members who was integral in Task 
Force ’96 and has transitioned to 
Task Force 21. “The threat to our 
base was very real.” 

Although the Washington D.C. 
Task Force 21 Nuclear Triad 
Symposium is held annually, the 
ND Symposium, which started 
in 2024, has been a semi-annual 
event. 
COL. TY CISNEROS

Col Cisneros is the Chief, 
Command and Control Division, 
A10 ICBM Modernization, Air 
Force Global Strike Command 
and he lead off  the guest speaker 
agenda. Col Cisneros stressed that 
“the system that guaranteed our 
security today, is not the system 
we need to guarantee our security 
tomorrow. Therefore, we have a 
profound responsibility to Global 
Strike, to the nation and our kids 
and your kids to secure a new 
weapons system. Our greatest 
weapons system is our Airmen. 
The maintainers who are out in the 
fi eld, the security forces who protect 
our assets and it’s the operators 
keeping the system online and 
ready to go. We cannot aff ord 
to run with the old system, and 
that is why we need to modernize 
the main leg of the triad. It’s 
not an option it’s a nuclear triad 
fundamental necessity. We cannot 
rely on a 60-year-old system 
indefi nitely to counter tomorrow’s 
threats.” 

Col Cisneros described Sentinel as 
a whole new weapons system from 
the ground up that secures not only 
our nation but provide security 

for U.S. allies going forward. The 
target date for construction to begin 
is 2027 with the project taking 3-5 
years to complete. “We made the 
decision to build new launch silos.” 
according to Cisneros. In 2027 
Minot will start construction on a 
consolidated vehicle maintenance 
complex, as well as a security forces 
operation complex. 

Cisneros talked about keeping 
the public informed going forward 
“with events like townhalls that 
we mentioned before. The Sentinel 
Missile System will be the largest 
infrastructure system in history. 
Not just Air Force history, but the 
United States overall.” 
JOHN A HILL

Mr. Hill is Foreign Policy Advisor 
to the Commander, Air Force 
Global Strike Command. “My job 
is to tell (Global Strike Command) 
what is going on in the world” 
according to Hill “what is going 
on today? So, I go to the internet 
to fi gure that out.” Hill pointed out 
that there have been 25-30,000 
Chinese who are 18-20 years old 
that came across the U.S. borders 
illegally. “An example” says Hill 
“is that we had a young fellow 
approach the gate two days in a 
row at F.E. Warren. He changed 
his story the 2nd day.” 

Another incident that Hill used 
as an example is that there is a 
train that goes through F.E. 
Warren every day. One of the cars 
on the train is sourced to China, 
the other says COSCO. “So, what is 
COSCO? It’s China Ocean Shipping 
Company” said Hill, “and on the 
other side of that train?” asks 
Hill, “down in the valley on the 
other side of that train is the new 
Sentinel building.” 

Hill then did a comparison 
between Russia as an adversary 
ad China as an adversary. “Russia 
can’t do anything without oil, and 
Russia can make money selling oil 
at $65.00 per barrel, and Putin 
can fund the war eff ort at $65.00 
per barrel. Today Brent crude 
is around $112.00 per barrel, so 
yes, plenty of money to fund his 
(Putin’s) war eff ort.” 

Hill then gave some interesting 
information about the Chinese 
intrusion into the motion picture 
industry, because companies like 
Warner Brothers and Paramount 
want to market into China. Movies 
like Barbie, and an attempt at Top 
Gun Maverick. And where Russia 
may even communicate their 
intensions, China does not. 

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

The Airmen Remain 
Our Best Weapon
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304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com

DR. REBECCAH HEINRICHS
Dr. Rebeccah Heinrichs is a 

Hudson Institute Senior Fellow 
and Keystone Defense Initiative 
Director. Navy Admiral Samuael 
Paparo in recent testimony 
according to Heinrichs “says he 
wants more bombers. He says the 
best and highest need for him, and 
across the joint forces is deterrence. 
Deterrence is our highest need. He 
wants to double the amount of B21 
bombers. 

 Dr. Heinrichs goes on to point 
out that we are really in a state of 
a Cold War environment. “What 
is the nation’s highest priority? It 
is deterring major power confl ict” 
according to Heinrichs “and what 
is certainly fundamental to that 
deterrence is our nuclear triad. 
And every confl ict in areas away 
from our shores will ride on our 
nuclear deterrence holding.” 

 Dr. Heinrichs says there is 
bipartisan support for:

The United States of America 
maintaining our nuclear triad. 

We must fi nish the modernization 
of the program of record, but the 

program of record was started in 
2009. 

We must fi nish our modernization 
project and make it the priority of 
the nation. We must adapt it. 

What is deterrence? “Deterrence” 
according to Dr. Heinrichs “is the 
act of convincing your adversaries 
that whatever they may be 
considering against our interests 
will result in us acting against 
them. Deterrence is not a bluff . 
 GEN. S.L. DAVIS

Gen. S.L. Davis, Commander, Air 
Force Global Strike Command and 
Commander, Air Forces Strategic-
Air, U.S. Strategic Command, 
Barksdale Air Force Base. 

Gen. Davis was the commander 
of the 91st MW during the years of 
the 2011 fl ood. 

 “Nobody is able to talk about 
the MH-139 Grey Wolf helicopter 
that will be starting to be deployed 
to Minot in 2027” said Gen Davis. 

“I don’t think it’s an exaggeration 
to say that Global Strike Command 
bases have the best support from 
local communities” according 
to Gen. Davis. “Task Force 21’s 

mission is to support the Triad, 
and it has and they are making 
a diff erence. Today they continue 
their mission of excellence, advocacy 
& support.” Gen Davis goes on to 
echo the importance of maintain 
an eff ective nuclear deterrence, 
including the modernization of the 
U.S. Air Force’s bomber inventory. 
Gen Davis noted that this year 
marks the 17th Anniversary of 
Global Strike Command. 

“Today we have 23 bombers 
in the UK, the most bombers we 
have had there since World War 
II, along with a thousand Airmen 
providing support for those 
bombers” according to Davis “160 
missions were fl ow. Along with 
that we maintain an ICBM force 
as they have always done for the 
last 63 years. The operate and 
maintain a Minuteman force at an 
unbelievably high rate of readiness, 
approaching 100%.” 

Gen Davis continued to support 
the message of the importance of 
community support for the Airmen 
and their families. “We can’t thank 
you enough.”

Gen. S.L. Davis, Commander, Air Force Global Strike 
Command and Commander, Air Forces Strategic-Air, 
U.S. Strategic Command delivers keynote address to ND 
Nuclear Symposium.

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE PA PHOTO

Col. Ty Cisneros, Chief, Command and Control Division, 
A10 ICBM Modernization, Air Force Global Strike 
Command.

John A. Hill, Forgen Policy Advisor to the Commander, Air 
Force Global Strike Command.

Dr. Rebeccah Heinrichs, Hudson Institute Senior Fellow 
and Keystone Defense Initiative Director.
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

Stock up on vehicle 
breakdown supplies

Unforeseen situations can crop up at any time. 
Anyone who has had a roadside breakdown in 
their car understands this. A flat tire or an engine 
malfunction is something no driver wants to 
experience, but those with a well-stocked vehicle 
emergency kit and breakdown strategy can get 
through most situations rather easily.
A 2017 survey from AAA found that 40 percent of 
drivers in the United States are not ready to handle 
a typical roadside emergency breakdown. The 
organization estimates it helps some seven million 
motorists get back on the road each summer. A well-
equipped roadside emergency kit may help drivers 
get their vehicles back on the road on their own.
· First aid kit: The first aid kit will celebrate its 133rd 
birthday in 2021. The Johnson & Johnson company 
began commercializing first aid kits in 1888. Having 
a first aid kit in the car to treat minor injuries can 
be helpful in the event of an accident or even after 
injuring oneself during a breakdown.
· Fire extinguisher: Cars are full of various mechanical 
parts and are susceptible to catching on fire. The 
National Fire Protection Association says vehicle fire 
extinguishers need to be rated for Class B and C fires.
· Jumper cables: A weak or dead battery is often the 
culprit in breakdowns. Jumper cables enable drivers 
to get a charge from another motorist, and may help 
get a person back on the road quickly. If possible, get 
a set of cables that also comes with safety gloves and 

heavy duty clamps, offers Defensive Driving Online, a 
defensive driving course.
· Mobile phone/charger: A mobile phone is essential 
for calling for assistance, but the phone is only useful 
if it’s charged.
· Blanket: Keep a blanket in the trunk or another 
storage area. Should the vehicle die in cold weather, 
that blanket can help keep passengers warm until 
assistance arrives.
· Basic tools: Tools like a screwdriver, ratchet set 
and wrench may enable drivers to complete minor 
repairs. Tools also should include tire-changing gear, 
such as a jack and lug nut remover.
· Traction aid: Non-clumping kitty litter or sand can 
provide the traction needed to get off of a slippery 
area of roadway.
· Flashlight: A flashlight can help keep you visible 
and able to see your surroundings in dark conditions.
· Flares: Should a breakdown occur in the dark, flares 
can alert other drivers.
· Snacks and water: Water and food that stores well, 
such as emergency rations, granola bars or trail mix, 
can quell hunger pangs and provide an energy boost 
while waiting for help.
· Rope/bungee cords/tarp: These items can be used 
in various situations to secure a vehicle.
While drivers can gather these items separately, 
many companies offer all-in-one vehicle emergency 
kits. A safety kit is essential for all drivers.
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MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

LET'S 
PARTY COSMIC 

PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT 
YOUR PARTY PACKAGES, 

EVENT SPACES, AND PARTY
 ENHANCEMENT SERVICES TODAY.

EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

It’s springtime in the BX! Roses, 
tulips, lilies, all within your reach 
with a quick trip to the Base 
Exchange. A new business has 
recently taken root in a previously 
empty space and blossomed into 
a vibrant and colorful addition.

Proof & Petals, a fresh take on 
the classic fl oral shop, quietly 
opened last month at Minot 
AFB. With a grand opening 
planned for Friday, May 1, owner 
Madison Edmonds explained 
that her approach off ers a new 
kind of experience. “The space 
itself is designed to feel more 
like a boutique experience. It is 
meant to feel calm, intentional, 
and approachable rather than 
transactional. Proof & Petals is 
intentionally diff erent from a 
traditional fl ower shop.”

Edmonds wasn’t always a fl oral 
designer. In fact, she is an Air 
Force veteran who once worked 
on the more technical side of 
things rather than the artistic. 
After her service, she wasn’t sure 
what direction to take next.

“I had explored the technical 
side of things, but I realized I 
needed something that felt more 
grounding and personal. Flowers 
became that outlet. It gave me 
something to create with my 
hands and a way to reconnect 
with myself in a diff erent way.”

She shared that the name 
Proof & Petals is rooted in her 
personal experiences. “The name 
refl ects something I speak about 

often: how beauty can come 
from even the hardest seasons. 
It’s rooted in resilience. No 
matter what someone is going 
through, there is still something 
meaningful that can grow from it. 
That perspective shapes both the 
business and the way I approach 
every arrangement.”

Proof & Petals had a humble 
beginning. Edmonds explained 
that she participated in a 
Valentine’s vendor event at the 
BX this past February, where the 
general manager approached her 
about possibly fi lling the empty 
fl oral shop space.

“From there, it became a 
process of preparing the space, 
coordinating details, and building 

out what Proof & Petals would 
look like in a permanent location 
within the BX.”

As mentioned, Proof & Petals 
stands apart from traditional 
fl ower shops by off ering both 
fresh and faux fl owers, giving 
customers more fl exibility. 
Edmonds said, “Some people 
want something lasting, while 
others want something fresh and 
seasonal. I also focus heavily 
on ready-to-go arrangements, 
so customers can walk in and 
leave with something meaningful 
without needing to place an order 
in advance.”

In addition to ready-made 
options, she also takes custom 
orders and off ers special packages 
for holidays. While the business 
is off  to a strong start, Edmonds 
already has plans for future 
growth.

“Looking ahead, I plan to 
introduce additional off erings 
such as fl oral workshops, bloom 
bar experiences where customers 
can choose their own stems, and a 
subscription-style option focused 
on bringing fresh fl owers into 
the start of the week. The goal 
is to create something people can 
incorporate into their routine, not 
just something they purchase for 
special occasions.”

For Edmonds, this business is a 
true labor of love. “What started 
as something small for myself 
grew into something I now get to 
share with others,” she said.

ERIN BEENE, NORTHERN SENTRY

Blooming at the BX: Proof & Petals

Veteran & shop owner, Madison Edmonds.

Proof & Petals opened in the Minot AFB Base Exchange in April with a Grand 
Opening May 1
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A LOOK BACK

On April 28, 1958, a 341st 

Bombardment Wing B-47  

performed a routine flight 

out of Dyess AFB, Texas. 

After about 3 hours and at an 

altitude of 34,000 feet, one of 

the engines exploded and 

the crew proceeded to bail 

out. As he was about to crawl 

out the navigator’s escape 

hatch following the pilot, 1st 

Lt. James E. Obenauf noticed 

the intructor-navigator, 

Major Joseph Maxwell,    

unconscious  and missing his 

helmet. Obenauf was unable to revive him and made the brave decision to 

risk death and remain in the burning aircraft in an attempt to save his fellow 

officer. He flew the plane to a lower altitude from the backseat position and 

at 450 mph in freezing temperatures, he set a course back to Dyess. Due to 

the elements, Lt. Obenauf ’s vision faltered  while navigating the aircraft. 

He was able to perform a safe landing with the support of air traffic control 

and his own skill. Obenauf and Maxwell made full recoveries, and for his 

heroism and bravery, Lt. Obenauf received the Cheney Award, Aviator’s 

Valor Award, Koren Kolligan Trophy, and a Distinguished Flying Cross.    

LT.  JAMES OBENAUF LANDS A BURNING
B-47 AND SAVES CREW MEMBER

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

APRIL 28, 1958  

Information courtesy of: Dyess AFB Memorial Museum and Linear Air Park FB / safety.af.mil

Lt. Obenauf received a Distinguished Flying Cross 
for his heroic actions. (USAF Photo)

WE STRIVE TO HELP OUR AIRMEN TO FIND  
THEIR PLACE TO CALL HOME! 

NEW TO MINOT, 
OR WANT TO 
MOVE OFF BASE?

THEIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR    PPPPPPPPLACE TO CALL HOME! 

Our rental inventory is always changing 
so bookmark our website and watch 

for your perfect match.

701-852-4569

minotrainbowphoto@gmail.com

215 11th Ave SW Minot, ND 58702

 Walk-in Passport Photos

 Restoration

 Film Processing

 Reprints/Enlargements, Etc.

There is no better time than now to take control of your 
financial future. Your local First Command Financial 
Advisor will work with you to build a personalized  
plan for pursuing your short and long-term goals.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP
TOWARD THE LIFE 
YOU IMAGINE

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance 
Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other 
financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

FIRST COMMAND FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1St ST NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669

While most of the Magic City 
Discovery Center is a whirlwind 
of bright colors and sunlit spaces, 
there is one corner where the lights 
go down, and the magic begins. 
Tucked away on the second fl oor, 
our Light Lab is truly second 
to none. Step into this dimly lit, 
mysterious sanctuary to discover 
how shadows, prisms, and plasma 
turn a dark room into a glowing 
world of wonder.
EXPERIENCE THE GLOW OF 
THE LIGHT LAB!

• The Aurora Maker: You don’t 
have to wait for a clear North 
Dakota night to see the magic 
of the skies. The Aurora Maker 
gives explorers a front-row seat 
to the science of the heavens. 
By manipulating magnetic fi elds 

and plasma, you can recreate the 
dancing “Northern Lights” right 
here in the Discovery Center!

• The Pendulux: Don’t let 
its simple look fool you! The 
Pendulux is pure “science zen.” 
Watch as a focused pencil beam 
of light traces intricate, glowing 
Spirograph patterns on a rotating 
screen. It’s easily one of the most 
relaxing (and mesmerizing) ways 
to spend an afternoon.

• Giant LiteBrite: It’s a neon 
throwback for parents and a 
total hit for the kids! Our Giant 
LiteBrite turns a wall into a 
glowing canvas where you can 
build messages, patterns, and art 
with oversized translucent pegs. 
It’s a vivid reminder that some of 
the best memories are made with 
the classics.

THE SCIENCE BEHIND THAT 
GLOW

The Light Lab might feel a bit 
mysterious at fi rst, but once you 
step inside, you’ll fi nd a world 
of “aha!” moments waiting to 
happen. Take the RAYS table: it’s 
a playground of pure energy where 
ultra-bright beams of color project 
across a white tabletop. By using 
mirrors and lenses, you can grab 
those beams and “bend” them 
to your will. Practice focusing, 
refl ecting, and mixing them in 
real-time. Did you know that the 
“white” light you see every day is 
actually a team eff ort made of every 
color in the rainbow? You can 
prove it yourself using our prisms! 
Remember: light is a beam of 
energy that travels in wavelengths, 
and it is the only form of energy 

MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER

Seeing the Light: A Look Inside 
Minot’s Most Glowing Gallery
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Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi Mexico
3816 South Broadway, Minot

Phone: 701.858.0777
www.mimexicominotnd.com

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Ironhorse 
Kitchen + Bar

 
21 E Central Avenue, Minot

Phone: 701.852.8183 
FB: Ironhorse Kitchen + Bar Minot

The Starving Rooster
30 1st St. NE, Minot

Phone: 701.838.3030
www.starvingrooster.com

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

The Blue 
Rider

118 1st Avenue SE, Minot
Phone: 701.852.9050

www.theblueriderbar.com

Restaurant & 
Entertainment 

Guide

Do Eat Asian Cuisine 
All You Can Eat 

2400 10th Street Southwest, #522, Minot
Phone: 701.837.9999

www.doeatasiancuisine.com

Call Rod to Get Your Business Listed Here 701.839.0946 

The Lamplighter Liquor 
Store & Lounge

200 16th Street SW, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9500

Facebook/Lamplighter Lounge

DELIVERY

Taking orders for 
chickens raised by the 

Sundale Hutterite Colony, 
Milnor, ND. 

Chickens are raised using  

hormones.

ORDERS ARE NEEDED BY 
SATURDAY EVENING - MAY 9

701-465-7224
sknarreborg47@gmail.com

TUESDAY, MAY 12 WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

in the entire universe that we can 
actually see with our own eyes!
FAST FACTS FOR KIDS

• Speed Demon: If you could 
travel at the speed of light, you’d 
go around Earth 7.5 times in one 
second!

• Animal Vision: Some insects 
see colors we can’t even imagine. 
What would you name a brand-
new color?

• Light vs. Sound: Why do 
we see lightning before we hear 
thunder? (Light is the winner of 
the cosmic race!)
HOW TO SUPPORT 
DISCOVERY IN LIGHTLAB

While your little scientists 
explore the Light Lab, you can help 
deepen their experience with just a 
few simple questions:

• Check the Vibe: Ask, “How 
does this dark room make you 
feel compared to the sunny lobby? 
Does the blue light feel diff erent 
than the red light?”

• Hunt for Rainbows: “Where 
else in this room can you spot a 
hidden rainbow?” (Hint: Look at 
the edges of the shadows or near 
the prisms!)

• Celebrate Creativity: At 
the Giant LiteBrite, ask, “What 
inspired this pattern?” or “Can we 
try to make a pattern using only 
two colors?”

• Practice New Words: See if you 
can use “science words” like refl ect 
(bouncing light), refract (bending 

light), or spectrum (all the colors)!
BEYOND THE LIGHT: 
WHY IT MATTERS

While it looks like a neon 
wonderland, the Light Lab is a 
powerhouse for development. 
As children manipulate the pegs 
on the LiteBrite or move the 
mirrors at the RAYS table, they are 
strengthening their fi ne motor skills 
and hand-eye coordination. More 
importantly, they are practicing 
scientifi c inquiry by making a plan, 
testing a theory, and seeing the 
results in a fl ash of brilliant color.

Whether you’re a local regular or 
visiting Minot for the fi rst time, the 

Light Lab is waiting to show you 
the world in a whole new light. 
Come paint with our light wands, 
create your own aurora, and leave 
a glowing message for the next 
visitor.

Pro-Tip: The Light Lab is a 
fantastic “cool-down” spot. If the 
high energy of the other galleries 
starts to feel overwhelming, the 
soft glow and “science zen” of the 
Pendulux off er the perfect brain 
break.

We can’t wait to see what you 
discover! See you on the 2nd fl oor!

Find us at 
MagicCityDiscoveryCenter.com or 
at 1545 1st NW, Minot, ND 58703
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Solution to puzzle on page B10SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Margie’s
Art Glass     Studio

Drop-In 
(No Appointment Needed)

Pottery Studio

109 South Main St. 

margiesartglass.com

PAINT 
YOUR OWN 
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Kim Fundingsland

WICKED DAYS IN DAKOTA 
North Dakota’s capital city of Bismarck took 
grew out of some of the wickedest days in 
frontier history. The Northern Pacifi c Railroad, 
advancing from the populated East, made it 
as far as the Missouri River. It was there that 
Edwinton, later renamed Bismarck, was born. 
It would be several years before funds were 
appropriated to bridge the Missouri, which 
was then the edge of the Sioux nation. Thus, 
Bismarck was the end of the line for roughies, 
gamblers, and assorted lawbreakers fleeing 
from the East. Many of them vowed to make 
Bismarck their last stand, vowing to “die with 
their boots on. 
An early directory of the soon to be booming 
frontier town listed a population of 1,000 adult 
men and an astounding 24 saloons. Bismarck’s 
Fourth Street became notorious for drinking 
and gambling, shootings and slayings. 
Many of the fatal incidents involved soldiers 
from Fort Abraham Lincoln, located across 
the Missouri River from Bismarck. One of the 
country’s best-known personalities, Lt. Col. 
George Armstrong Custer, was commanding 
offi  cer of the vaunted 7th Cavalry posted at Fort 
Lincoln. 
Saloon frequenters that got into shooting row 
with a soldier could expect swift reprisal from 
others wearing the Army blue. The Army did not 
interfere in such matters and civil authorities 
lacked jurisdiction on a military post. 
The only time Custer ever exerted his authority 
over anyone in Bismarck involved the stealing of 
Fort Lincoln grain which was to be used as feed 
for cavalry mounts. He led a company of soldiers 
across the frozen Missouri and lined them up in 
front of a storehouse on Bismarck’s Main Street.  
The troopers opened the warehouse and 
removed sacks of grain clearly marked Ft. 
Abraham Lincoln. The warehouse was owned by 
John McLean, Bismarck’s mayor, who was said 
to have shown the proper amount of surprise at 
seeing the stolen grain sacks. 
A few months later Custer arrested Charles 
McCarthy for cutting wood within the boundaries 

of the Fort Lincoln reservation. He tossed 
McCarthy into the guardhouse but released him 
a few days later at the urging of two attorneys 
from Bismarck. Ironically, McCarthy was elected 
sheriff  two months later. 
It was a Custer-led expedition into the Black Hills 
of present-day South Dakota that discovered 
gold, an event that ignited a gold rush and 
accelerated Bismarck’s growth. The city 
positioned itself as the best jumping off  point 
for gold seekers heading to the Hills. Businesses 
flourished, mostly providing the flow of goods 
of all kinds headed for the latest bonanza. The 
Bismarck-to-Deadwood stage trail increased 
demand for horses, wagons, and supplies. 
Deadwood quickly earned a reputation as a wild 
frontier town. The Eastern newspapers were 
enthralled with exciting tales from Deadwood. 
Clement Lounsberry, owner/editor of the 
Bismarck Tribune, made a trip to Deadwood 
in 1877 to see if the stories of lawlessness and 
mayhem were true. 
He returned to Bismarck and wrote glowing 
accounts of Deadwood and Crook City, two well-
known destinations in the Black Hills. However, 
Lounsberry added, “more murders occurred in 
the town of Bismarck during the fi rst two years 
of its existence than has occurred in all of the 
towns of the Black Hills.” 

AWARD-WINNING SAUCE 
AND SMOKED MEATS
FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 

SCRATCH RECIPES

417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

SPONSORED BY

MONTHLY MEETING (Third Tuesday of Each Month)

Tuesday, May 19
1200, Bomber Bistro (Back Room), Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

afa.org/join

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

Reenactors inside the Custer house at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln south of Mandan.

Ryan Chevrolet is shining a 
spotlight on local educators with 
its ongoing Teacher of the Month 
program, and March’s honoree 
is making a strong impression in 
and out of the classroom.

Mr. Fricke, a physical education 
and health teacher at Memorial 
Middle School, has been named 
Ryan Chevrolet’s March Teacher 
of the Month. Known for his 
positive energy and dedication, 
Fricke encourages students to 
stay active, build confi dence, and 
develop lifelong healthy habits. 
His approach helps create an 
environment where students feel 
supported, motivated, and eager 
to participate.

The recognition is part of 
a monthly initiative aimed at 
celebrating educators who go 
above and beyond in their schools 
and communities.

Nominations are now open 
for upcoming Teacher of the 
Month selections. Community 
members are encouraged to 
submit the name, school, and 
a brief explanation of why a 
teacher stands out by visiting 
r yan chev r o l e tm ino t . c om /
teachers/. Each month, one 
nominee will be randomly 
selected and surprised with a 
prize package that includes a 
$200 Visa gift card, a balloon 
bouquet, a Teacher of the Month 
certifi cate, and a pizza or donut 
party for their classroom.

Ryan Chevrolet’s program 
highlights the important role 
educators play every day, not 
just teachers, but also counselors, 
principals, secretaries, and aides, 
inviting the community to show 
appreciation for those who make 
a diff erence.

Local Educator 
Honored as Ryan 
Chevrolet’s March 

Teacher of the Month

RYAN CHEVROLET PHOTO
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blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

MOMMY & ME TEA PARTY
1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Magic City Discovery Center, 
1545 1st Street NW

members

10
MAY

For more information & to register:
https://www.magiccitydiscoverycenter.com/camps

SYTTENDE MAI PARADE AND 
PARK OPENING DAY
4:00PM-5:30PM17

MAY

For more information:
Facebook/Scandinavian Heritage Park/events

MINOT SHRINE CIRCUS
VARIOUS TIMES7-9

MAY

Online tickets:
minotshriners.org

BOWL-A-PALOOZA
12:30PM2

MAY

Information: Facebook/North Hill Bowl/events
Registration: https://ddock.co/4ZJPTFTEW8

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

POST 753

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WATCH FOR OUR MONTHLY 

MEAT RAFFLES 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

1100 31st Street SE, Minot ND

CAP DRAA, Morocco (AFNS) --  
A combined fl ight of two U.S. 

Air Force B-52H Stratofortress 
bombers and four Royal Moroccan 
Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcons, 
signaled the launch of the country’s 
fi rst accredited joint terminal attack 
controller qualifi cation course, April 
23.

The fl yover was a key component 
of Exercise African Lion 26, U.S. 
Africa Command’s largest annual 
joint exercise, led by U.S. Army 
Southern European Task Force, 
Africa, from April 20 to May 8. 
Integrating these aircraft into the 
multinational exercise demonstrated 
the ability of the U.S. and its partners 
to project combat-credible airpower 
worldwide.

Air Force Global Strike Command 
bombers routinely conduct sorties 
around the world, including fl ights 
required to maintain crew profi ciency 
and qualifi cation.

“Their visible presence over 
Morocco, operating alongside Royal 
Moroccan Air Force fi ghters, signals 
credible deterrence and reinforces 
the U.S. commitment to regional 
security,” said Air Force Gen. 

Dagvin Anderson, USAFRICOM 
commanding general.

U.S. Strategic Command bomber 
forces regularly carry out combined 
theater security cooperation 
engagements with allies and partners, 
demonstrating the credibility and 
fl exibility of U.S. forces to address 
today’s complex, dynamic and 
unpredictable global security 
environment.

“The inaugural [joint terminal 
attack controller] qualifi cation course 
trains Moroccan students to direct 
combat aircraft, artillery and naval 
gunfi re from forward positions,” 
said Air Force Master Sgt. Therron 
Bundick, chief of weapons and tactics 
for the 165th Air Support Operations 
Squadron. “These controllers hold the 
authority to clear airstrikes, ensuring 
accuracy while avoiding friendly fi re 
and minimizing collateral damage.”

During the exercise, U.S. Air 
Force JTACs assigned to the 165th 
ASOS, as well as Detachment 1 of 
the 2nd ASOS, joined U.S. Marine 
Corps JTACs assigned to the 3rd 
Air Naval Gunfi re Liaison Company 
to train alongside service members 
from Canada, Hungary and Morocco. 

ARMY 1ST LT. TUCKER CHASE

US, Moroccan Air Forces 
Project Combat Power 

During Exercise 
African Lion 26



NORTHERN SENTRY FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 SECTION B 7

Andrew Kopp
MAFB Account Mgr.

701-838-8624

Registered as small business with GSA  
Minot-Bismarck-Dickinson

 
Contracted Products

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  S R T . C O M / 2 G I G

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP

Live and simulated training events 
give students realistic close-air 
support scenarios, and the diverse 
group accelerates the development 
of professional JTAC leadership 
through the exchange of tactics and 
procedures.

Bundick noted that the program 
marks a foundational step toward 
a standardized, internationally 
interoperable JTAC capability aligned 
with modern coalition warfare 
requirements.

“Morocco’s fi rst JTAC qualifi cation 
course marks a historic milestone in 
advancing allied interoperability,” 
he said. “U.S. involvement ensures 
a rigorous training environment to 
establish a lasting foundation for the 
program’s future.”

Combined live-fi re integration 
also allows U.S. units to test their 
own tactics alongside trusted 
partners. Marine Corps Maj. Michael 
Chevallier, 1st Brigade air offi  cer 
assigned to the 3rd Air Naval Gunfi re 
Liaison Company, emphasized that 
the exercise allowed both forces to 
cross-train and leverage each other’s 
unique operational capabilities.

“Combined live-fi re training like 
this allows us to validate our tactics, 
techniques and procedures under the 
trusted scrutiny of an allied force,” 
Chevallier said. “It reinforces that 
shared commitment to excellence 
where, as we say, ‘steel sharpens 
steel.’”

Chevallier said Exercise African 
Lion 26 has provided a valuable 
opportunity for the Marines of his 
unit and its partners in the Royal 
Moroccan Armed Forces to learn 
from each other’s strengths and 
unique capabilities.

The combined employment of 
U.S. strategic heavy bombers with 
Moroccan airpower, paired with the 
launch of Morocco’s fi rst nationally 
accredited JTAC qualifi cation 
course, provides fl exible options to 
assure partners and deter potential 
adversaries across the Africom area 
of responsibility.

U.S. Air Force B-52H Stratofortress aircraft and Moroccan Air Force F-16 
Fighting Falcons fl y over a training area as service members from the U.S., 
Morocco, Canada and Hungary pose for a photo during Exercise African Lion 
26 at Tan-Tan, Morocco, April 23, 2026. The multinational joint terminal attack 
controller training enhanced interoperability and demonstrated the ability to 
project combat-credible airpower alongside allied and partner forces through 
the exchange of tactics, techniques and procedures.

U.S. Air Force B-52H Stratofortress aircraft assigned to Minot Air Force Base 
takes off for a profi ciency fl ight in support of Exercise African Lion 2026, April 
23, 2026. Bomber missions provide fl exible deterrence options and signal 
our ability to project combat-credible airpower forward, while operating 
alongside multilateral Allies and partners, throughout Africa, Europe and the 
world. AL26 is U.S. Africa Command’s largest annual joint exercise, designed 
to strengthen collective security capabilities of the U.S., African nations and 
global allies. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ADDISON BOLT
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YOUTH IN ACTION SPONSORED BY :

701-858-0777

MINOT NORTH DAKOTA’S

 Best Authentic 
Mexican Restaurant

3816 S. Broadway,  Minot, ND
www.mimexicominotnd.com

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM • FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM

SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL LIAISON 

PROGRAM 

GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

May 1st is National Principal 
Appreciation Day and to 
commemorate this special 
occasion, I thank all of our local 
principals!  You play an important 
role in our children’s school 
experiences, supporting students, 
teachers, and families—and I 
thank you for your dedication.

According to Educators 
Writers Association, the fi rst 
principals arose in the early 19th 
century in urban schools.  This 
was at a time when one-room 
schoolhouses expanded due to 
increased student demand.  The 
evolution of the principal role 
is as follows: single teacher, 
head-teacher, teaching-principal, 
building-principal, to principal.  
It’s no surprise this supervisory 
role now oversees predominantly 
administrative responsibilities.  
For more information, feel free to 
visit: https://ewa.org/issues/early-
learning/history-and-background-
school-leadership.

Our principals, today, set 
a clear vision for academic 
success, ensure teachers receive 
professional development, manage 
budgets, facilitate policies, create 
safe and inclusive environments 
where students and parents feel 
welcomed and supported, and 
engage with stakeholders to 
strengthen the school community.  
Regarding this latter role, I feel 
honored to work with many 
school principals on behalf of 
military-connected students.

In fact, I am especially 
appreciative of the time and 
eff ort expended by Mr. Larry 
Derr, Superintendent of Glenburn 
Public School, and Mrs. McCann, 
Principal of Erik Ramstad Middle 
School.  These schools were the 
fi rst schools in North Dakota to 
receive the Purple Star Award 
outside of Minot AFB, and both 
Mr. Derr and Mrs. McCann eagerly 
worked to meet the following four 
criteria as listed on https://www.
nd.gov/dpi/educators/awards/
purple-star-award:

How to Qualify
Schools must fulfi ll all the 

required activities listed below.
1. Designate a staff  point of 

contact (POC) for military students 
and families. The POC serves 
as the primary liaison between 
the military connected student, 
their family, and the school. The 
individual may be a counselor, 
administrator, teacher, or other 
staff  member.

2. Establish and maintain a 
dedicated page on its website 
featuring information and 
resources for military families.

3. Maintain a student-led 
transition program to include 
a student transition team 
coordinator.

4. Provide professional 
development for additional staff  
on special considerations for 
military students and families.

Optional school activities
• The local school board passes 

a resolution of the school’s 
support for military children and 
families.

• The school hosts a 
military recognition event to 
demonstrate a military-friendly 

culture at the school.
Now, Mr. Harlan Johnson and 

Mr. David McQueen are working 
on this award.  Monthly, we meet 
to set one goal after another, 
and both High School Principals 
are now ready to submit their 
applications!

I asked how they felt about the 
process and why each desired to 
obtain the Purple Star Award, and 
here are their responses:

Mr. Derr: “Working toward 
the Purple Star Award was an 
important step in strengthening 
our support for military-
connected students and families. 
As a district, we recognize the 
unique challenges these students 
face, and we wanted to ensure we 
had systems in place to provide 
consistency, communication, 
and support during transitions. 
The process allowed us to be 
intentional about our practices 
and strengthen our partnership 
with the Minot Air Force Base 
community.”

Mr. Larry Derr, Superintendent 
of Glenburn Public School

Mrs. McCann: “We applied for 
the Purple Star Award to deepen 
our commitment to the military-
connected families who sacrifi ce so 
much for our community. Our goal 
was to ensure our students feel 
fully supported and recognized 
within the Ramstad family. The 
process was seamless thanks to 
Mrs. Kelly’s guidance, and we 
truly value the collaborative eff ort 
to strengthen our school culture.”

Mrs. Laura McCann, Principal 
of Erik Ramstad Middle School

Mr. Johnson: “The Purple Star 
process was a great opportunity 
for our team to really look at how 
we support military-connected 
students and families. It was 
important for us to pursue this 
because of our strong connection 

to Minot Air Force Base and 
our commitment to making sure 
those students feel welcomed and 
supported. It also gave us a clear 
way to keep improving the work 
we’re already doing.”

Mr. Harlan Johnson, Principal 
of Minot North High School

Mr. McQueen: “Minot High 
seeks Purple Star designation to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
supporting military-connected 
students and their families 
through strong relationships, 
communication, and tailored 
support. This recognition refl ects 
our dedication to ensuring these 
students receive the stability, 
understanding, and opportunities 
they need to succeed. We 
have greatly appreciated the 
collaboration with our military 
school liaison, Alyssa Kelly, 
to help guide us through this 
process.” 

Mr. David McQueen, Principal 
of Minot High School

As evident through these 
leaders’ hard work, we are lucky to 
live within a community of strong 
individuals devoted to serving 
students and families connected to 
our nation’s armed forces.  Their 
desire to serve was voluntary, 
their eff ort commendable, and 
their impact widespread.  

If I do not reach out to you 
fast enough and you are a 
local principal who desires this 
military-friendly designation, 
please reach out to me at mafb.
school.liaison@us.af.mil. 

 
The information in this article is 

provided as a resource and does not 
constitute endorsement by Minot 
AFB, the United States Air Force, or 
the Department of War of the external 
website, or the information, products, 
or services contained therein.

Principal Appreciation
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CLASSIFIEDS
www.northernsentry.com | sentrysales@srt.com | 701.839.0946 | 315 S. Main Suite 202 | Minot, North Dakota

AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

AUTOMOTIVE

HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014.

tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

PET GROOMINGAUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

SUDOKU SOLUTION

PUZZLE ON PAGE B4

MINOT AFB

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL 
UNIVERSITY  – 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, 
hands-on programs will prepare you 
for careers well beyond the limits of 
the sky. Our Worldwide Campus 
has been working with U.S. military 
service members since 1970, helping 
them to earn a degree while on active 
duty or as veterans. And we do it at 
more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle 
Minot Campus — located at Minot 
Air Force Base — offers associate, 
bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
as well as undergraduate and 
graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty 
military service member, a veteran, 
or a civilian working at or around 
Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn 
your college degree. A degree 
from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will 
help service members to become 
commissioned offi cers, will make 
veterans more desirable job 
candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians 
with job advancement or career 
changes. Our modes of instruction 
are: Online, Eaglevision Home and 
Eaglevision Classroom. For more 
information, please visit us in Room 
223 located in the Base Education 
Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: 
minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 
701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – 
Minot State University is excited to 
again offer face-to-face classes at 
the  Minot Air Force Base. There is 
no application fee for active-duty 
military personnel. Military personnel 
can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) 
degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more 
information, contact Brigitte Mikula 
at 701-727-9044 or by email at 
Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – 
Your degree, Your way. Park 
University is enrolling now. Earn your 
CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your 
Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s 
maximize your military experience! 
Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience 
by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! 
Enable the Park University skill on 
your Alexa device and say “Alexa, 
ask Park, How many credit hours can 
I get from my military experience?” 
She’ll even tell you your graduation 
date! Minot AFB @ the Education 
Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  
mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

RENTALS

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

FOR SALE
BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WS 90
225-145 R17 Snow Tires- Set of 4
Mint Condition- $300.00. 
Someone Will Get A GREAT 
Deal! (701) 818-0739 

tfn

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 tfn

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 

PROFESSIONALS

PCS MOVE? DON’T TAKE IT ALL 
WITH YOU. Juarez Enterprises 
offers fast, reliable junk removal 
for Minot AFB families. Furniture, 
mattresses, appliances—we haul 
it all. Licensed & insured. Call or 
text for a free quote: 701-441-
9791 

May29

LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

ALL STORAGE
STORGE UNITS: VARIOUS SIZES
833 52ND ST SE MINOT, ND

PH: 701-837-1687 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

June5

STORAGE

Margie’s
109 South Main St. 

margiesartglass.com

Art Glass     Studio

Drop-In 
(No Appointment Needed)

PAINT YOUR OWN 

Pottery Studio
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SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE SCHOOL DISTRICT #160
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 21, 2026

The School Board of Minot Air Force Base Public School 
District No. 160 held a regular meeting on April 21, 
2026. The meeting was conducted at the Library of 
Memorial Middle School. 

Board Members Present: Eric Fileccia, Wesley Hoffman, 
Chris Tilstra
Board Members Absent: Kyle Gahring, Anthony Foerster

Call to Order: President Fileccia called the meeting to 
order at 5:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: The pledge of allegiance was 
recited.

Approval of the Agenda: Motion by Tilstra, seconded by 
Hoffman to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call 
vote carried 3-0.

Public Comment: None

Superintendent’s Report:
Dr. Faul reported that the Public Schools on Military 
Installations (PSMI) Facility Assessment is scheduled to 
take place somewhere between the dates of July 21 
through August 10. Additional updates will be shared 
as the process progresses. He also provided an update 
on staffi ng for the 2026-2027 school year, noting that 
administrative supervision assignments for the MAFB 
schools will be fi nalized in the near future.

Approval of Consent Agenda:
Motion by Tilstra, seconded by Hoffman to approve the 
Consent Agenda to include the January 20, 2026 MAFB 
PSD #160 regular school board meeting minutes and the 
January, February and March 2026 fi nancial reports as 
presented including the accounts payable in the amount 
of $81,534.14. Roll call vote carried 3-0.

MAFB School Liaison Offi cer Report:  
MAFB School Liaison Offi cer Alyssa Kelly presented 
a report on upcoming events, indicated she will be 
requesting information regarding the availability of Head 
Start on MAFB for FY27-28, and provided updates on 
details related to the STARBASE program.

2026-2027 MAFB #160 & MPS #1 Agreement:
Motion by Hoffman, seconded by Tilstra to approve the 
2026-2027 Agreement and Addendum #1 and #2 
between the Minot Public School District #1 and the 
Minot Air Force Base School District #160. Roll call vote 
carried 3-0.

2026-2027 Northland Busing:
The Board was informed that Northland Busing has 
communicated to the district that this will be the last 
school year they will provide shuttle services, which 
includes those for the MAFB. The district is preparing to 
assume responsibility for these routes beginning in the 
2026-2027 school year.

STARBASE:
Motion by Tilstra, seconded by Hoffman, to approve up to 
$150,000 annually in stopgap funding for the STARBASE 
program in the event of a federal government shutdown, 
and to review the STARBASE program annually in April. 
Roll call vote carried 3-0.

Announcements:
1. MAFB School Board Meeting – To Be Determined

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:16 p.m.   

__________________  __________________ 
President           Business Manager

Dakota Elementary 
Soaring Eagle Awards

MAY
BEING A GOOD FRIEND

MRS. SOLEM
Charley Schwaderer

Tyren Franklin

MRS. HOLM
Taylee Thompson

Everly Ashton
 

MRS. FOERSTER
Savannah Hawkins

Gracelynn Rosa

MISS AXELSON
Mathiason Lambert

Clarise Stowe

DR. MURRAY
Benjamin Archuleta

Jacob Weaver

MRS. ESPESETH
Benjamin Yi
Bonnie Smith

MISS DELZER
Trinity Giese
Noelle Ungar

MRS. OGRODNICK
Kinsley Nelson
Ben Marshall

MISS SEASTRAND
Samuel Arnold

Federico Padilla Silva

MRS. WEAVER
Alexander Galicia

Liam Milner
MRS. KELLER

Deacon Bailey
Scarlet Cutchin

MRS. CONOVER
Emmanuel Garcia

Alondra Alvarez-Soto

APRIL
PLAYING FAIR AND 
INVITING OTHERS

MRS. SOLEM
Kash Faupel

Carson Von Wert

MRS. HOLM
Audrey Corcoran

Isla Klein 
 

MRS. FOERSTER
Elias Sheets

Savannah Hawkins

MISS AXELSON
Cherobie Philson

Lee Raley

DR. MURRAY
Jameson Spangler
Sophia Pimmel

MRS. ESPESETH
Journee Ungar

Emerald Martinez
MISS DELZER

Nia Driver
Aiden Taylor

MRS. OGRODNICK
Harper Harschfeld

Avery Bries

MISS SEASTRAND
David Kimmel
Cyrus Miller

MRS. WEAVER
Kilian Roudebush

Jackson King

MRS. KELLER
Dylan Marshall 
Veronika Smith 

MRS. CONOVER
Maeve Holmgren

Josh Lewis

MARCH
MANAGING EMOTIONS

MRS. SOLEM
Mathew Elbo

Anastasia Wright

MRS. HOLM
Lionel Abrahmsen

Anastazja Martinez-Keczowska 

MRS. FOERSTER
Mia Anderson
Tessa Stowe

MISS AXELSON
Emilia Massengill

Lia Rodriguez

DR. MURRAY
Oliwia Martinez-Keczkowska

 Athena McDonald 

MRS. ESPESETH
Adeline Johnson
Avery Murray

MISS DELZER
Camryn Mungo
Della Rodriguez

MRS. OGRODNICK
Nova Driver

Aniston Sharpton

MISS SEASTRAND
Cadyn Johnson
Kayleb Morris

MRS. WEAVER
Amelia Lewis
Liam Corcoran

MRS. KELLER
Liam Richardson

Dalton Smith

MRS. CONOVER
Kiley Frie

Will Bickett
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Dakota Square ARCO
Locally Owned & Part of Our Community

1520 24th Avenue SW
Next to Dakota Square Mall

We appreciate our Minot AFB Friends


