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U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Ty Neuman, 8th Air Force and Joint-Global Strike Operations Center commander, left, passes the 5th Bomb Wing guidon to incoming 
commander Col. John Burrell during a July 9, 2026, change of command ceremony, while U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Stacy Jo Huser, 20th Air Force commander, 
passes the 91st Missile Wing guidon to incoming commander Col. George Chapman during a July 8 ceremony at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota. The 
ceremonies marked the transition of leadership for Minot AFB’s two nuclear mission wings, with Burrell assuming command of the B-52H Stratofortress mission 
and Chapman taking command of the Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missile mission. See page A2 & A3 on both change of command ceremonies.
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MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, 
N.D. – U.S. Air Force Col. George 
Chapman assumed command of 
the 91st Missile Wing (91st MW) 
from U.S. Air Force Col. James 
Schlabach during a change of 
command ceremony at Minot Air 
Force Base, July 8, 2026.

Before assuming command of 
the 91st MW, Chapman served as 
the deputy commander of 20th 
Air Force at Francis E. Warren 
Air Force Base, Wyoming, after 
previously serving as the deputy 
commander of the 91st MW at 
Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota.

U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. 
Stacy Jo Huser, 20th Air Force 
commander, presided over the 
ceremony and presented the 
guidon to Chapman. Those in 
attendance at the ceremony 
included the families of both 
commanders, support staff , 
government offi  cials and the 
Rough Riders of the 91st MW.

“You’re here doing this 
mission every day to provide the 
assurance to enemies that they 
should pause before action,” said 
Huser. “To do what you do, you 
require a motivated and highly 
eff ective leader.”

Schlabach refl ected on the 
accomplishments of the 91st MW, 
praising the Airmen and staff  
that worked under his command 
for their dedication and work 
towards the mission of global 
deterrence.

“To the men and women of 
the 91st Missile Wing, my fellow 
rough riders, thank you,” said 
Schlabach. “It has been the honor 
of a lifetime to serve as your 
commander.”

Chapman pledged to build on 
the 91st MW legacy by remaining 
dedicated to the mission and the 
people who make it possible. He 
assured those in attendance that 

the team will continue to be loyal 
in service, steadfast in resolve and 
lethal in combat capability.

“Freedom requires constant 
uncompromising vigilance,” said 
Chapman. “There is no mission 
more critical to the defense of our 
nation and our allies and there’s 
no team I would rather lead into 
this next chapter than this team.”

The 91st MW is one of the 
Air Force’s three operational 
missile units. The 91st MW 
maintains a fl eet of Minuteman 
III intercontinental ballistic 
missiles with the help of the 
91st Operations Group, 91st 
Operations Support Squadron, 
91st Security Forces Group, 91st 
Maintenance Group and the 
Missile Squadrons. Its mission 
is to defend the nation with a 
combat-ready nuclear force.

91st Missile Wing 
welcomes new 

commander at Minot AFB
SENIOR AIRMAN WESLEY DAVIES, 
5TH BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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Tuesday, July 21, 2026
ND State Fairgrounds • Minot, ND

11 a.m. to  1 p.m.
or until food is gone

for active duty, reserve and 
National Guard members 

and their families

North Dakota cattle ranchers will salute 
active military, reserve and National Guard 
members and their families with a FREE 
roast beef picnic at the 21st annual 
Beef Industry Military Appreciation Day at 
the North Dakota State Fair in Minot, N.D.

The special event will celebrate these 
American heroes, who protect our freedom 
and way of life, and include 
children’s activities and doorprizes. 

Beef is a “five-star” food!
• Beef tastes great and is an excellent source of 
protein and more than 10 other essential nutrients.

• Beef plays an important role in muscle and 
cognitive development and maintenance, 
weight management and the 
prevention of 
chronic diseases.

• U.S. beef has one of the 
lowest carbon footprints in 
the world. 

U.S. Air Force Col. George 
Chapman, incoming 91st Missile 
Wing (91st MW) commander, gives 
remarks after becoming the 91st 
MW commander during a change 
of command ceremony at Minot Air 
Force Base, North Dakota, July 8, 
2026. Chapman pledged to build 
on the 91st MW legacy by remaining 
dedicated to the mission and the 
people who make it possible. He 
assured those in attendance that 
the team will continue to be loyal 
in service, steadfast in resolve and 
lethal in combat capability.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY 
SENIOR AIRMAN WESLEY DAVIES

U.S. Air Force Col. George Chapman, 
incoming 91st Missile Wing (91st 
MW) commander, renders a salute to 
a formation of 91st MW Airmen during 
a change of command ceremony at 
Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
July 8, 2026. Chapman was the 
deputy commander of the 91st MW 
previously and refl ected on the 
steadfast and lethal force that the 
91st MW represents. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY 
AIRMAN BENJAMIN SELCHOW

U.S. Air Force Col. James Schlabach, 
outgoing 91st Missile Wing (91st 
MW) commander, right, relinquishes 
the 91st MW guidon to U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Gen. Stacy Jo Huser, 20th Air 
Force commander, left, assuming 
command of the 91st MW during a 
change of command ceremony at 
Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, 
July 8, 2026. Schlabach refl ected on 
the accomplishments of the 91st MW, 
praising the Airmen and staff that 
worked under his command for their 
dedication and work towards the 
mission of global deterrence.

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY 
AIRMAN BENJAMIN SELCHOW



NORTHERN SENTRY FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2026 3

APP FEE
WAIVED 
APPLY BY 
SEPT. 1

FIND YOUR NEXT SUCCESS
Get started on a degree or certificate that can help you succeed again. Study at 
an accredited state university consistently ranked among the top military- and 
veteran-trusted colleges. Apply by September 1 and pay no application fee.

• 100+ affordable, skills-based degrees & certificates

• Online & hybrid courses

• No-cost digital materials in place of textbooks for most courses

APPLY NOW & SAVE
UMGC.EDU  |  701-317-9263

 

© 2026 University of Maryland Global Campus

UMGC_07172026_ND_HP4C_10x7,75_Nsentry_AFWSept_Print_R1.indd   1

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, 
N.D. — U.S. Air Force Col. John 
Burrell assumed command of the 
5th Bomb Wing from Col. Jesse 
Lamarand during a change of 
command ceremony offi  ciated by 
U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Ty W. 
Neuman, Eighth Air Force and 
Joint-Global Strike Operations 
Center commander, at Minot Air 
Force Base, North Dakota, July 9, 
2026.

“Leading the only wing that 
hosts two legs of the nuclear 
triad in an evolving security 
environment is a monumental 
task,” said Neuman. “But the true 
test of this combat wing is how 
it responds in unexpected times. 
When the nation needed strategic 
airpower immediately, you guys 
crushed it.”

During his time at Minot AFB, 
Lamarand led more than 6,000 

Airmen as they executed over 
1,800 missions, generated 10,400 
plus fl ight hours, and safeguarded 
a $5.4 billion nuclear weapon 
stockpile.

“It’s been the most proud I’ve 
been of any accomplishment,” 
said Lamarand “It’s been an 
honor to serve with the Airmen 
of Minot AFB, their families, and 
this local community, so thank 
you, thank you, thank you.”

Lamarand leaves the 5th BW 
in the experienced and capable 
hands of Burrell.

“I came here as a fi rst lieutenant 
in 2006, then later returned as 
a squadron commander,” said 
Burrell. “And now I get to do this 
again. I would not want to lead 
anywhere else.”

Prior to assuming command 
of the 5th BW, Burrell was 
the commander of the 5th 

Operations Group here at Minot 
AFB, leading a unit that fl ies 
B-52H Stratofortress strategic 
bombers, providing global strike 
capabilities, anytime, anywhere.

“To the men and women of the 
5th BW, thank you for answering 
the call to serve our great nation,” 
said Burrell. “My vision for you 
is simple; combat ready, always.”

As the Minot AFB host wing, 
the 5th BW must balance 
executing the B-52’s global strike 
mission while also supporting the 
91st Missile Wing, who operate 
Minuteman III intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. Together these 
two wings present a combat force 
that none can truly match.

“This base stands ready as 
the nation’s premiere nuclear 
deterrent holding our adversaries 
at bay,” said Burrell. “We hold 
the line.”

5th Bomb Wing welcomes 
new commander

AIRMAN BENJAMIN SELCHOW, 5TH BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

U.S. Air Force Col. John Burrell, 5th Bomb Wing (BW) incoming commander, 
gives remarks during a change of command ceremony at Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota, July 9, 2026. As the incoming commander, Burrell is 
responsible for leading the 5th BW’s B-52H Stratofortress operations and 
ensuring the wing remains ready to provide global strike capabilities in 
support of Air Force Global Strike Command’s strategic deterrence mission. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTOS BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ANTHONY RAMEY

U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse Lamarand, 5th Bomb Wing (BW) outgoing 
commander, right, relinquishes the guidon to U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Ty 
Neuman, 8th Air Force and Joint-Global Strike Operations Center commander, 
left, during a change of command ceremony at Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota, July 9, 2026.

U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse Lamarand, 
5th Bomb Wing (BW) outgoing 
commander, right, receives the 
Legion of Merit certifi cate from U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Gen. Ty Neuman, 
8th Air Force and Joint-Global Strike 
Operations Center commander, 
left, during a change of command 
ceremony at Minot Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, July 9, 2026. As the 
5th BW commander, Lamarand 
directed over 6,000 military and 
civilian personnel across the wing’s 
four groups, and was responsible 
for ensuring the combat readiness 
of the wing’s B-52H Stratofortress 
fl eet, providing long-range strike 
and strategic deterrence capabilities 
worldwide. 
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When I arrived at the change-
of-command ceremony at 
approximately 1330 on Wednesday, 
July 8th, roughly 40 Airmen in 
Service Dress Blues had taken their 
places between the separate groups 
of chairs in front of the stage where 
command of the 91st Missile Wing 
would formally change hands.

It was a warm, somewhat humid 
day, and the Defender Dome was 
soon almost standing room only. As 
more people took their seats, more 
bodies brought more body heat, but 
through it all those 40-plus Airmen 
stood ready to administer their fi nal 
salute to Col. Jimmy Schlabach, 
USAF retired, and their welcoming 
salute to Col. George Chapman.

Maj. Gen. Stacy Jo Huser took 
her position at the microphone 
as Col. Schlabach relinquished 
command of the 91st Missile Wing 
to Col. Chapman. Her remarks were 
comfortably underway, praising 
Col. Schlabach’s accomplishments, 
when the ceremony off ered a 
visible example of “next one up,” a 
standard Air Force practice.

Her address came about 20 
minutes into the approximately 
60-minute ceremony. By then, those 
young Airmen had been charged 
with standing in place for over an 
hour in a room that continued to 
warm as the event unfolded.

One young Airman did not seem 
comfortable, and soon he began 
to stagger as he tried to maintain 
his balance. It became clear that 
the heat had gotten to him and 
that he was not going to be able to 
continue. I was close enough to try 
to reach for him, but he staggered 

away from my grasp and into the 
waiting arms of another gentleman.

The Airman was guided to an 
empty chair as medical staff  arrived 
and quickly took steps to assist him. 
Off  came his service coat, he was 
asked to drink water, and soon ice 
packs were administered to his neck 
and forehead.

The situation was quickly 
brought under control. Although 
the young Airman was given the 
opportunity to leave, he remained 
in the chair until the ceremony was 
over. Then, out of the crowd came 
another Airman who quickly took 
the vacated spot in the formation.

From the stage, Maj. Gen. Huser 
could likely see the incident unfold, 
but she was soon given a thumbs-
up that all was under control and 
that she could continue her speech.
IT’S ALL IN THE PLAN

Heading the formation on 
Wednesday was Lt. Col. Nicholas 
Gydesen, commander of the 91st 
Operations Support Squadron at 
Minot Air Force Base. Lt. Col. 
Gydesen explained that the 40 
Airmen who were part of the 
formation were volunteers. He 
confi rmed that the group took their 
positions around 30 minutes prior 
to the beginning of the ceremony 
and that “yes, it was certainly 
getting warm in those service coats.”

There were contingency plans 
for almost everything one could 
imagine, including an Airman not 
being able to continue standing 
for the entire event. “We had 
Airmen ready to assist and replace 
in a situation like what happened 
today,” Lt. Col. Gydesen said.For 
Lt. Col. Gydesen, it was an honor 
to be chosen to lead the group. For 
me, it was another example of how 
the men and women of our U.S. Air 
Force are prepared with a Next One 
Up attitude.

After that moment at the 
ceremony, a couple of lighter 
observations from the week also 
stood out.
AH…IT AIN’T REALLY 
GONNA BE HOT!

I like to greet the young people 
who check IDs at the gate. By the 
way, it has been 165 times in a row 
that I have entered the gate and 
received a Minot Air Force Base, 
North Dakota, welcome and smile.

On Thursday, with a hot weekend 
predicted, I was quick to point out 
that one particular young Airman 

was lucky to be working Thursday 
instead of Saturday or Sunday. His 
response surprised me: “Ah sir, it 
ain’t really gonna be hot!” When 
I asked where he was from, he 
said, “San Antonio, Texas. It gets 
really hot there.” Isn’t that where 
Col. Lamarand and Nathalie are 
headed?
THE JIMMY DOOLITTLE 
CENTER IS AWESOME!

Finally, a salute to the staff  of the 
JDC during the change-of-command 
and retirement ceremonies last 
week. The food was great, and the 
facility was well set up and ready to 
handle the various receptions.

We enjoy being asked to be 
part of these celebrations, and 
we appreciate the various meals 

prepared and served by the JDC 
staff .
DON’T FORGET THE 
PEACE GARDEN

I have been told that the Peace 
Garden is “so very beautiful right 
now.” It’s only a couple of hour 
drive. Be sure to take your U.S. 
Passport along as you technically 
are leaving the U.S. and will need 
your Passport, or I.D. and Birth 
Certifi cate to return to the U.S.
TODAY’S CHUCKLE

How come we can remember the 
smallest detail about what happens 
to us, but we can never remember 
how many times we’ve told it to the 
same person?

Next One Up

A VIEW FROM 
OUR SIDE
ROD WILSON

My wife and I were talking 
recently about our next vacation and 
possible time hacks it would take to 
get someplace.

In February and part of March 
we spent a month in Florida and 
rather than fl ying like we have done 
for many years, this time we drove. 
It was a total of 2,400 miles to Fort 
Myers, but it was certainly worth it. 
And now that we are both retired, 
we can take more time to be away. 

But, admittedly, it was a long 
drive albeit exciting. Not wanting to 
stay in hotel rooms more than we 
had to, there were some long days 
on our way to southwest Florida. 
Three-hundred miles to Fargo, 
another 300 miles to Omaha and 
another 300 miles to Davenport. 

You get the picture. 
And when you are past 60, sitting 

in a car that long causes your legs 
to get cramped. You don’t really 
feel it while you are traveling, but 
when you stop and get out of the 
car, for a moment you are on rubber 
leg street.

We kind of knew this already. 
Having to make annual trips to 
Mayo Clinic is no picnic either. 
It’s well over 600 miles to get to 
Rochester and we usually drive it 
in a day. And again, that makes for 
a long day.

One of the doctors asked one time 
where we stay on they way. We told 
him we usually just drive straight 
through. He got a little upset and 
said at our age we need to be 
stopping every two hours to get the 
blood circulating in our legs. Even if 
it’s walking around the car a couple 
of times, it’s better than nothing. 

We tried to do that on our trip to 
Fort Myers, at least to some extent 
and there were no problems. 

Long trips like that can create 
much more than leg cramps. Think 
about long fl ights. You can’t step 
out of the plane and walk around it 
a couple of times. Once you are in 
fl ight, you are there for the duration. 
And walking up and down the aisle 
isn’t the same thing.

I’ve been on some of those long 
fl ights and in one of them, it was a 
14-hour fl ight from Los Angeles to 
Sydney. I was 34 years old at the 
time and yes, it was a killer. 

There have been other long fl ights 
too. During some of my overseas 
National Guard missions, the fl ights 
were long. 

One of them was 7 1/2 hours from 
Newark to Amsterdam. Another was 
six hours from Frankfurt to Doha. 
Coming home from the Middle East, 
my itinerary included a 9 1/2-hour 
fl ight from London to Miami. I 
thought that trip would never end. 
Then, it was another short fl ight up 
to Tampa and was the only time in 
my life I actually fell asleep on a 
fl ight.

I recently found out there is 
a direct fl ight from Dallas to 
Melbourne that takes 17 hours and 
40 minutes, but that isn’t the longest 
fl ight that exists. Can you imagine? 
Newark to Singapore is a 19:10 
duration fl ight. Being on a fl ight 
that lasts that long; I think I’d get 
stir crazy?

Here are some additional 
marathon fl ights: Auckland to Doha, 
17:30, Perth to Paris, 17:10, New 
York to Auckland, 17:50, Houston 
to Sydney, 17:30, Dallas to Brisbane, 
17:15, Capetown to Atlanta, 16:20 

and San Francisco to Adelaide, 
15:55. And I thought Los Angles to 
Sydney was long at 14 hours.

Jumbo jets are better now and can 
handle more fuel and passengers 
and can go such a distance. But 
it takes a cockpit crew to make it 
happen, not just a pilot and co-
pilot. I remember a military fl ight 
from Panama to Bolivia. There was 
a secondary pilot actually sleeping 
in the cockpit who could take over 
when the current pilot got too tired 
to be alert.

All that said, there have been 
numerous missions to the Moon 
that take three to four days. But 
the astronauts are trained for those 
missions. 

But with all the training in the 
world, we don’t know the human 
condition on a mission from Earth 
to Mars. It is said that a trip to 
Mars would take six to nine months, 
depending on the time of year. 

Can you imagine being in a 
cramped space capsule for nine 
months? It’s kind of known what 
would happen physically, but what 
about the mental state of the human 
brain? I just can’t imagine. 

A trip to Mars can be summed up 
in the title of the Little River Band 
song, “It’s a long way there.”

It’s a long way there
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UNDER
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The front steps were littered 
with toy swords, bottles of bubbles, 
noisemakers, and one oversized 
dinosaur mask. I brushed a sweaty 
strand of hair off  my face, grabbed 
a notebook and pencil, and walked 
to the backyard.

A chaotic chorus of screams, 
laughter, and splashing met me. It 
took several attempts to be heard 
over a gaggle of children armed 
with squirt guns and water balloons, 
fueled by popsicles and the kind 

of adrenaline that comes from 
knowing they’ll soon be allowed 
to wave sparklers in the air—even 
though on every other day of the 
year, wielding fl aming sticks is 
strictly prohibited.

“You don’t have to stop,” I called. 
“I just need to know what you 
want for dinner. Your choices are 
hot dogs, peanut butter and jelly, or 
grilled ham and cheese.”

Every one of them—from the 
two-year-old to the ten-year-old—

insisted they weren’t hungry. They 
just wanted to do sparklers. And 
were we really staying up to watch 
the fi reworks at the fairgrounds this 
year?

Eventually I coaxed an answer 
from everyone: three PB&Js, two hot 
dogs, four grilled ham and cheese, 
one undecided, and one who only 
wanted sides.

As I headed back to the house 
another grown up called, “Need 
help?”

“Just sit and supervise,” I laughed.
I pulled leftovers from lunch out 

of the refrigerator. Before long, the 
counter was lined with food again. 
It always seems to materialize on 
holidays. Even the ones we don’t 
meticulously plan for. Somehow 
there’s always enough. More than 
enough, really.

My husband grilled sandwiches 
outside. Someone grabbed extra 
towels from the closet. Someone else 
began assembling plates for the kids 
before they wandered back inside 
dripping wet. 

As expected, by the time dinner 
was ready, the children who were 
adamantly “unhungry” fi fteen 
minutes earlier were all teetering 
on the edge of hangry.

As the stack of paper plates 
dwindled, I searched the cupboard 
for more. No more solid colors. Just 
a mismatch of Easter, and Christmas, 
with a few jungle themed plates 
in the mix. Leftovers from other 
gatherings just like this. Diff erent 
day, diff erent season. Same rhythm. 

I carried my own plate through 
the living room, carefully stepping 
over scattered toys and abandoned 
socks. Before heading back outside, 
I paused for just a moment to take 
it all in.

The mess.
The people.
The noise.
The food.
The house I didn’t want to buy. 

The kitchen I regularly complain 
is too small. The yard I grumble 
about because there’s no back door, 
no fence, and no room for the patio 
for the grill to sit on.

On days like this, it doesn’t just 
feel adequate.

It feels perfect.
Better than I imagined. Better 

than I allowed myself to dream.
“You won’t have any friends.”
Those were the words a trusted 

friend spoke to me three days before 
I married a man commissioned as 
an Air Force pilot.

There would be too many moves. 
Our roots would never grow deep 
enough. Holidays would always feel 
thin. We’d never know what it was 
like to have “real” family nearby. 
Community would never feel as full 
as it does in your hometown.

I carried those words with me for 
a long time.

I hoped they weren’t true, but 
honestly, I didn’t know. Neither did 
she. There was no way to know. 
There was only moving forward.

As a child, I never dreamed about 
my wedding day. But I did dream 
about having a home where people 
gathered. A place where everyone 
felt welcome. Comfortable. Safe. 
Fed.

Of all the things I feared military 
life might ask me to sacrifi ce, that 
dream was the one that scared me 
the most.

It didn’t happen overnight. It 
looked diff erent in every place lived. 

But somewhere along the way, I 
realized community isn’t something 
that exists only in one place, only in 
certain conditions.

It’s something you build. 
Something you choose. It’s 
something you have a say in.

There isn’t a magic formula. But 
I do know this: it grows faster when 
you’re willing to be vulnerable. 
When you invite people over before 
the house is perfect. When you stop 
apologizing for the mismatched 
plates and the unfi nished projects. 
When you start doing the inviting 
instead of waiting for an invitation 
to show up.

Family doesn’t always share DNA 
or a common hometown.

Sometimes they’re the people 
drying off  your kids with towels 
they found in your linen closet. The 
ones making sandwiches beside you 
without being asked. The ones who 
know where you keep the extra 
ketchup, who don’t mind squeezing 
around a too-small kitchen, and 
who stay until the last sparkler 
burns out.

Military life asks us to leave a 
lot behind. But over the years I’ve 
learned it also gives us something 
remarkable: repeated opportunities 
to build a family from scratch.

And every once in a while, when 
the yard is full of laughter, the plates 
don’t match, and the fl oor is covered 
in evidence of play, you realize 
something beautiful.

Home was never about the house.
It was always about the people 

willing to fi ll it.

She said I’d never have this

SHE’S NOT FROM 
AROUND HERE

AMY ALLENDER

NOW OPEN

Come soak up the sun!

WATER PARK

Call Dennis Bunner at  
(701) 421-1340 for private parties

oaoaakkk k k upupupupup ttttthehehehehe sssssunununnn!!!
Open at 3 PM Tues-Sun

Closed on Mondays

40oz Tomahawk Thursday only. 
Baked potato, Green Beans and 

House compound butter.  

Enough to feed two.  
No substitutes. $75

Thursday Tomahawk  
Steak Special

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

THURSDAY – SATURDAY | 5 PM – 10 PM

 

 
 

 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
JULY 18, 2026MAIN FIGHT

Dillon “Bad to the Bone” Bercier
vs

SEMI MAIN FIGHT
vs

Kane “The One and Only” Pudwill

Racine Promotions Presents | Promoter Justin Racine | Matchmaker Gretchen Racine

THOMAS DOLBY
& THE LOST TOY PEOPLE

A FLOCK OF 
SEAGULLS

BOW WOW WOW
THE PRODUCERS

ANIMOTION 
THE ESCAPE CLUB
TOMMY TUTONE

Ringside tables available

FUN BUSES
AVAILABLE

VIEW OUR CRUISE SCHEDULE AT 
4BEARSCASINO.COM

FOR PRIVATE CRUISE INQUIRIES,  
PLEASE CONTACT JODY AT (701) 627-7554
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ACTIVE MILITARY,
SPOUSES & DEPENDANTS
50% off Every Day!
Must show Military ID
at ticket pickup. 
VETERAN APPRECIATION
DAY | July 12
Free admission for all
veterans,active duty,
& reservists.

FIND MORE AT
MEDORA.COM

Ready to get your financial life squared 
away? We’re ready to help. Your local 
First Command Financial Advisor 
can help you integrate your military 
benefits into a personalized financial 
plan for pursuing your short and  
long-term goals.

BUILD A FUTURE 
WORTHY OF 
YOUR SERVICE

FIRST COMMAND 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
24 1st St NE Suite 2 
Minot, ND 58703
www.firstcommand.com
701.839.6669

©2025 First Command Financial Services, Inc. is the parent company of First Command Brokerage Services, Inc. (Member SIPC, FINRA), First 
Command Advisory Services, Inc. and First Command Insurance Services, Inc. Securities products and brokerage services are provided by First 
Command Brokerage Services, Inc., a broker-dealer. Financial planning and investment advisory services are provided by First Command 
Advisory Services, Inc., an investment adviser. Insurance products and services are provided by First Command Insurance Services, Inc. A 
financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met. First Command Financial Services, Inc. and its related 
entities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the U.S. Armed Forces.

At Minot Air Force Base, the 
phrase “Honorary Commander” 
is heard often, but the title 
represents far more than a name 
badge or ceremonial role. Behind 
every honorary commander is 
a partnership built on trust, 
communication, and a shared 
commitment to strengthening the 
connection between the military and 
the surrounding community.

The Honorary Commander 
Program traces its roots back to 
the 1980s, when military leaders 
recognized the importance of 
bringing civilian community leaders 
closer to the mission of nearby 
installations. The program was 
designed to give business leaders, 
elected offi  cials, educators, fi rst 
responders, and other infl uential 
members of the community a 
fi rsthand look at military life while 
creating opportunities for military 
leaders to better understand the 
communities they call home.

For Airmen and their families, 
that connection matters. Military 
members are often assigned to a 
base for two to four years before 
moving to their next duty station. 
While assignments come and 
go, the experience they have in 
a community can leave a lasting 
impression. Feeling welcomed, 
supported, and connected can 
transform an assignment into a 
place that truly feels like home.

That’s where honorary 
commanders come in. Each 
honorary commander is paired with 
a squadron or group commander, 
creating a unique partnership that 
extends well beyond attending 
ceremonies or touring facilities. 
Honorary commanders experience 
military operations up close, 
learning about the people, missions, 
and challenges that make Minot Air 

Force Base one of the Air Force’s 
most important installations. In 
return, they provide commanders 
with valuable insight into the local 
community and help strengthen 
relationships beyond the installation 
gates.

At a remote location like Minot 
AFB, these partnerships become 
even more meaningful. Building 
strong community relationships 
doesn’t happen overnight. It 
takes time, communication, and 
a willingness to learn from one 
another. The Honorary Commander 
Program creates those opportunities 
by bringing together military and 
civilian leaders who may not 
otherwise cross paths.

Whether it’s the Mayor of Minot, 
leaders from the Minot Park District, 
the Ward County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
local business owners, educators, 
or nonprofi t organizations, these 
relationships are cultivated through 
regular interaction and shared 
experiences. Over time, those 
connections help create a stronger 
support network for military 
members and their families while 
ensuring the community has a 
better understanding of the mission 
taking place in its own backyard.

The benefi ts fl ow both ways. 
Community leaders gain an 
appreciation for the dedication 
and professionalism of the Airmen 
serving at Minot AFB, while military 
leaders build lasting relationships 
with the people who help shape 
the region. Together, they work 
to identify opportunities, solve 
challenges, and celebrate successes 
that benefi t everyone.

There are also moments of 
excitement along the way. Honorary 
commanders may observe aircraft 
operations, tour facilities rarely 
seen by the public, attend military 
ceremonies, or even experience 
demonstrations that off er a glimpse 
into the daily life of an Airman. 
Every visit brings new perspectives 
and often a few stories worth 
sharing back home.

The Honorary Commander 
Program serves as a reminder that a 
military installation isn’t just located 
in a community, it is part of the 
community. Through collaboration, 
communication, and a genuine 
investment in one another, Minot 
Air Force Base and its neighbors 
continue to build partnerships that 
strengthen both the mission and the 
region.

What the Honorary Commanders 
Program Means for Minot AFB

NATALY ZARRELLA, NORTHERN SENTRY

Team Minot leadership 
and local community 
leaders pose for a 
group photo during an 
Honorary Commander 
Induction Ceremony 
at Minot Air Force 
Base, North Dakota, 
Jan. 16, 2026. The 
Honorary Commander 
program strengthens 
relationships between 
the installation and 
surrounding community 
by fostering mutual 
understanding and 
partnership. 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY 
SENIOR AIRMAN CLASS 

VINCENT PADILLA

2001 8th Ave SE Suite E
839-9677 240-7975

fbedesigns@gmail.com

ONLINE STOREwww.focusedbeamengraving.com

Custom Laser Engraving & Gifts

MINOT’S NEWEST  
RC HOBBY SHOP
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NORTHERN 
CELEBRATIONS
Embracing our North Dakota Lifestyle

Kim Fundingsland

PARK OF MEMORIES 
Mom made my favorite, Juneberry pie, from berries 
I picked there. She made wonderful chokecherry 
jelly too, gathered in the same area. 
A portion of one side of the steep coulee was grassy 
and made for perfect cardboard sliding in the 
summer. In the winter, when the snow wasn’t too 
deep, it was ideal for sleds and toboggans. 
Today a statue of Leif Eriksson, the famed Icelandic 
explorer, overlooks that childhood playground – the 
Scandinavian Heritage Park at the corner of South 
Broadway and 11th Avenue SW. 
I grew up not far from there, near where Jim 
Hill Middle School is today. All the kids in the 
neighborhood used to play in the coulee where 
the Scandinavian Park is now located. As I recall, 
it was kind of a one-sided coulee, meaning natural 
vegetation on the north slope, even extending all 
the way to the bottom in places.  
The south slope was vastly diff erent. It was there 
that concrete and asphalt chunks, dead trees and 
branches, loads of clay from some construction 
site, and who knows what else was dumped with 
regularity. On some days many trucks would come 
off  11th Avenue and dump their loads into the 
coulee. 
Sometimes a few of us kids would be exploring 
the bottom of the coulee when we’d hear a truck 
back up to the edge, followed by that unmistakable 
sound of the truck bed being raised and a tailgate 
opening. We scrambled to get out of the way and 
watched the dust fly and “stuff ” slide down the hill. 
Now when I visit the beautiful Scandinavian 
Heritage Park, I can’t help but be astonished at the 
marvelous transformation. Of course, despite the 
remarkable improvement, I also can’t help thinking 
about what was once there too.  
About where the colorful Dala horse proudly 
stands today was a narrow, dusty path leading into 
the coulee. It was made by people walking or on 
bicycles. There was a kind of shelf there too, about a 
third of the way down into the coulee. It was a good 
spot to leave bicycles before continuing on foot.  
When I see the statues of famed skiers Casper 
Oimoen and Sondre Norheim that are fi xtures in 
the park today, I think they are located precisely 
in the appropriate spot. Best I can recall, they are 
about midway down the neighborhood’s favorite 
old sliding and skiing slope. 

Of course, the slope there today is much diff erent 
than it was before all those dump trucks fi lled in the 
coulee. 
The steepest wall of the old coulee was up against 
where First Western Bank is today. There was a water 
pond at the bottom near there too. I remember 
cattails and ducks and frogs. The manmade pond at 
the Scandinavian Heritage Park is situated above, 
but eerily close to where the old pond was at the 
coulee bottom. 
Yes, what was once a city dump is now a city 
showpiece.  
I don’t miss stepping in hornet’s nests, getting stuck 
in snowbanks, or being pierced by thorns from wild 
plum trees, all of which happened in that old coulee. 
I thoroughly enjoy the Scandinavian Park today. It is 
incredible, even more so if you know the history of 
the location. 
Juneberry pie? Still the best. 

AWARD-WINNING SAUCE 
AND SMOKED MEATS
FRESH SMOKED MADE FROM 

SCRATCH RECIPES

417 NORTH BROADWAY

BONESBBQMINOT.COM

SPONSORED BY

4715 NORTH BROADWAY, MINOT
701-500-7066

PCS season is in full swing. This 
time of year, hundreds of families 
will wave goodbye to the Minot 
wind and head off  to their next 
adventure. We wish each of them 
the very best.

Let’s be honest, many people 
arrive at Minot AFB kicking 
and screaming... or maybe even 
crying. But despite the dramatic 
fi rst impressions, something funny 
happens along the way. This base 
has a way of growing on you.

However, when you see that “Only 
the Best Come North” sign at the 
front gate in your rearview mirror 
for the very last time, you just might 
realize you’ll miss what many call 
the Air Force’s most complained-
about base. It’s the people, the 
friendships, the community, and 
even those unforgettable North 
Dakota winters that somehow 

become part of your story.
But don’t give up hope, you 

don’t have to leave the Minot AFB 
community behind.

Remember those Friday mornings 
when the Northern Sentry landed 
on your doorstep, keeping you up 
to date on everything happening 
on and around the base? Now you 
can enjoy that same tradition from 
anywhere in the continental United 
States.

That’s right! The Northern Sentry 
now off ers mailed subscriptions, so 
you can continue receiving your 
hometown military newspaper long 
after your PCS. Stay connected to 
the people, stories, and events that 
made Minot feel like home.

Just because you’ve left Minot 
doesn’t mean Minot has to leave 
you.

Don’t Leave 
Minot Behind

ERIN BEENE, NORTHERN SENTRY

WE STRIVE TO HELP OUR AIRMEN TO FIND  
THEIR PLACE TO CALL HOME! 

NEW TO MINOT, 
OR WANT TO 
MOVE OFF BASE?

THEIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR    PPPPPPPPLACE TO CALL HOME! 

Our rental inventory is always changing 
so bookmark our website and watch 

for your perfect match.
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A LOOK BACK

On July 16, 1961, Minot Air Force Base, N.D., received its very 

bomber was delivered directly from the Boeing factory in Wichita, 
Kansas and was accompanied by another backup B-52 in case of 

“Name the Plane” contest held by the Air Force. Peace Persuader was 
assigned to the 4136th Strategic Wing under Strategic Air Command. 

JULY 16, 1961  
FIRST B-52 BOMBER ARRIVES AT MINOT AFB

THIS WEEK IN USAF HISTORY

Information courtesy of: af.mil / minot.af.mil / afgsc.af.mil

Base leadership and former ND governor, William Guy, kneel in front of the Peace 
Persuader in July of 1961. (Boeing)

Actual speeds dependent on technical limits, customer equipment performance and configuration, and/or greater Internet traffic. Internet service speeds are founded on a wired 

customer device. Customer devices may connect slower over WiFi. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Oh, It’s GAME ON.
2  G I G  I S  H E R E

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  S R T . C O M / 2 G I G

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, 
N.D. --  

U.S. Air Force Col. Bryson 
Ayers received command of 
the 5th Operations Group (OG) 
during a change of command 
ceremony at Minot Air Force 
Base, July 7, 2026.

U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse 
Lamarand, 5th Bomb Wing (BW) 
commander, offi  ciated over the 
ceremony as U.S. Air Force Col. 
John Burrell, 5th OG outgoing 

commander, relinquished 
command to Ayers.

Ayers assumed command after 
serving as the 5th OG deputy 
commander. During the 2022 
Bomber Task Force Europe 
deployment, he commanded 
approximately 300 Airmen and 
four B-52H Stratofortresses 
deployed in support of U.S. 
European

Burrell led more than 500 
Airmen assigned to the 23rd 

Bomb Squadron, 69th Bomb 
Squadron and 5th Operations 
Support Squadron, ensuring the 
group remained prepared to 
execute its global strike mission.

The 5th OG is responsible 
for the combat readiness and 
operations of the wing’s B-52H 
Stratofortress aircraft, providing 
global strike and combat-support 
capabilities in support of national 
security objectives.

5th Operations Group assumes 
new leadership under 

Col. Bryson Ayers
AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ANTHONY RAMEY, MINOT AIR FORCE BASE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

U.S. Air Force Col. Bryson Ayers, 5th operational Group incoming commander, 
gives remarks during a change of command ceremony at Minot Air Force 
base, North Dakota, July 7, 2026. As the incoming commander, Ayers will be 
directly responsible for the people who fl y the B-52’s at Minot, making sure 
aircraft, crews and operational systems are prepared, certifi ed and ready to 
execute the nation’s strategic bomber mission at any time.

U.S.A IR FORCE PHOTOS I AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ANTHONY RAMEY

U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse Lamarand, 5th Bomb Wing 
commander, left, relinquishes the guidon to U.S. Air Force 
Col. Bryson Ayers 5th Operations Group (OG) incoming 
commander, right, during a change of command ceremony 
at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, July 7, 2026.

U.S. Air Force Col. John Burrell, 5th Operations Group 
(OG) outgoing commander, right, receives the legion of 
Merit certifi cate from U.S. Air Force Col. Jesse Lamarand, 
5th Bomb Wing commander, left, during a change of 
command ceremony at Minot Air Force Base, North 
Dakota, July 7, 2026. 
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VALVOLINE OIL CHANGE

OIL & FILTER 
SERVICE

$10 off

OIL, LUBE AND FILTER SERVICES CONSIST OF:

Stock up on vehicle 
breakdown supplies

Unforeseen situations can crop up at any time. Anyone who 
has had a roadside breakdown in their car understands this. 
A flat tire or an engine malfunction is something no driver 
wants to experience, but those with a well-stocked vehicle 
emergency kit and breakdown strategy can get through 
most situations rather easily.

A 2017 survey from AAA found that 40 percent of drivers in 
the United States are not ready to handle a typical roadside 
emergency breakdown. The organization estimates it helps 
some seven million motorists get back on the road each 
summer. A well-equipped roadside emergency kit may help 
drivers get their vehicles back on the road on their own.

· First aid kit: The first aid kit will celebrate its 133rd 
birthday in 2021. The Johnson & Johnson company began 
commercializing first aid kits in 1888. Having a first aid kit in 
the car to treat minor injuries can be helpful in the event of an 
accident or even after injuring oneself during a breakdown.

· Fire extinguisher: Cars are full of various mechanical parts 
and are susceptible to catching on fire. The National Fire 
Protection Association says vehicle fire extinguishers need to 
be rated for Class B and C fires.

· Jumper cables: A weak or dead battery is often the culprit 
in breakdowns. Jumper cables enable drivers to get a charge 
from another motorist, and may help get a person back on 
the road quickly. If possible, get a set of cables that also 
comes with safety gloves and heavy duty clamps, offers 
Defensive Driving Online, a defensive driving course.

· Mobile phone/charger: A mobile phone is essential for 
calling for assistance, but the phone is only useful if it’s 
charged.

· Blanket: Keep a blanket in the trunk or another storage area. 
Should the vehicle die in cold weather, that blanket can help 
keep passengers warm until assistance arrives.

· Basic tools: Tools like a screwdriver, ratchet set and wrench 
may enable drivers to complete minor repairs. Tools also 
should include tire-changing gear, such as a jack and lug nut 
remover.

· Traction aid: Non-clumping kitty litter or sand can provide 
the traction needed to get off of a slippery area of roadway.

· Flashlight: A flashlight can help keep you visible and able to 
see your surroundings in dark conditions.

· Flares: Should a breakdown occur in the dark, flares can 
alert other drivers.

· Snacks and water: Water and food that stores well, such as 
emergency rations, granola bars or trail mix, can quell hunger 
pangs and provide an energy boost while waiting for help.

· Rope/bungee cords/tarp: These items can be used in various 
situations to secure a vehicle.

While drivers can gather these items separately, many 
companies offer all-in-one vehicle emergency kits. A safety 
kit is essential for all drivers.

The Oak Park Theater, in partnership with the Northern Sentry  
and the AFA Chapter 135, David C Jones, is hosting the  

Will Rogers Institute Summer Matinee Movie Series.

WEEK 9
THE SANDLOT

July 27-
July 30

WEEK 8
SMURFS (2025)

July 20-
July 23

ADMISSION:  
Only $1

CONCESSION SPECIAL: 
$5 Combo 

(small pop & small popcorn)

Complete List of Summer Movies on oakparktheater.net

Screenings are held Monday through Thursday at 1:00 PM.

General David C. Jones 
Chapter 135
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blgrill.com   i  1400 31st ave  i  minot, nd i  701-852-7335

Upcoming 
Events

For more events visit our online Community Calendar at www.northernsentry.com/calendar/

YOGA ABOVE THE MAGIC
5:30 PM
Magic City Discovery Center, 
1545 1st Street NW, Minot

Yoga Above the Magic connects body, breath, and mind and is designed for 

MCDC Military Members

20
JULY

For more information:
Facebook/ Magic City Discovery Center/ Events

MOVIE IN THE PARK: 
ZOOTOPIA 2
SUNSET (9:30 PM)07

AUG

For more information:
Facebook/ Minot Parks/ Events

ARTS IN THE CITY: 
JERRY SCHLAG & FRIENDS 
AND THE SWING BAND OF MINOT
4:000 PM

19
JULY

For more information:
Facebook/ Minot Area Council of the Arts / Events

JESSIE VEEDER & CHRIS BASDEN 
AT LEVITT AMP MINOT MUSIC
SERIES
5:00 PM

13
AUG

For more information:
Facebook/ Citizens Alley/ Events

It’s more than Minot and more 
than Minot AFB, it’s a 
Shared Community.

NEW Community at 
the Northern Sentry

304 4th Ave NW Minot
Open Daily 10:30 AM to 10:00 PM

www.noodles.com

15% 
Military 

Discount
Dine In or 

Take Out Only*

ENTER YOUR 
SUMMER PHOTO 

TODAY!

Teddy helps mom at the farmers 
market.

KAYLA MCINTOSH PHOTO

Watching a plane fl y by.

LAUREN THORNTON PHOTO

Getting ready to roll out with Minots 
Fourth of July parade and Magic City 
Jeep Club.

TRACY HENRY-TODD PHOTO

Theodore Roosevelt National Park, 
North Side!

SAMANTHA ELMOREPHOTO

ENTER YOUR
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Solution to puzzle on page B10SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

88.1 FM
Spiritual Nourishment 

for Believers 
24/7

Supported by friends of Calvary Chapel 
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Applebee’s
Grill & Bar
2302 15th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.839.2130
www.applebees.com

Bone’s BBQ
Smokehouse & Grill

437 N Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.838.9140

www.bonesbbqminot.com

Badlands 
Restaurant & Bar

1400 31st Ave SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.7335

www.blgrill.com

Mi Mexico
3816 South Broadway, Minot

Phone: 701.858.0777
www.mimexicominotnd.com

Culver’s 
Restaurant

3000 S Broadway, Minot
Phone: 701.852.4800

www.culvers.com

Noodles & 
Company

304 4th Ave NW Minot
701.491.9103

www.noodles.com

N.D. Asia 
3400 16th St SW, Minot
Phone: 701.852.1240

www.ND-Asia.com

Meg-A-Latte
2045 N Broadway  
Suite #100, Minot

Phone: 701-838-8479
www.meg-a-latte.com

Do Eat Asian Cuisine 
All You Can Eat 

2400 10th Street Southwest, #522, Minot
Phone: 701.837.9999

www.doeatasiancuisine.com

Call Rod to Get 
Your Business 

Listed Here 
701.839.0946 
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MONTHLY MEETING (Third Tuesday of Each Month)

Tuesday, July 21
1200, Bomber Bistro (Back Room), Minot AFB
Looking for all AFA members, and potential AFA members.

afa.org/join

Jones.afa.org

AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of 
a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Airmen, Guardians, and their 
Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

For more information contact:
Jim Bowman-  nd135.president@afa.org

Author’s Note
As a reporter for the Northern Sentry, 

I have had many opportunities to 
interview a number of high-ranking Air 
Force offi  cials. If these offi  cials have 
ties to Minot Air Force Base, they speak 
highly of Minot’s Task Force 21 and the 
work it does advocating and educating 
for Minot Air Force Base, its missions, 
and the strategic importance Minot 
AFB has to the Air Force and the United 
States’ defensive posture.

That praise has been especially clear 
in conversations with leaders such as 
Lt. Gen. Michael Lutton, now Deputy 
Commander of United States Strategic 
Command at Off utt Air Force Base, 
Nebraska. It is also common to interview 
offi  cials who know of Minot AFB and 
refer to the strong group of civic leaders 
advocating for the base. They may not 
always identify the group by name, but 
they consistently speak positively about 
Task Force 21 and the civic leaders 
who formed and continue to support its 
mission.

I had the opportunity to sit down 
with Minot Chamber EDC CEO and 
member of the U.S. Air and Space Force 
Civic Leader Program, Brekka Kramer, 
and Chairman of Task Force 21, Peter 
Hankla. We discussed what Task Force 
21 and Minot Air Force Base mean to 
Minot and to North Dakota.
CHANGING WITH THE TIMES

Task Force 21 is part of the Minot 
Area Chamber EDC, and its role 
continues to matter because Minot 
Air Force Base remains central 
to the region and to the nation’s 
defense posture. The group brings 
together civic leaders who advocate 
for the base, educate others about its 
missions, and help maintain strong 
connections between the community 
and military leadership.
WHO SERVES AND WHY

One position on Task Force 21 is 
automatically assigned to the Minot 
Chamber EDC chairman, currently 
Jarid Lundeen, for a one-year term. 
Other members bring a range of 
experience, including Mayor Mark 
Jantzer, who served as chairman of 
Task Force 21 for a number of years.

Several members also have ties 
to the group’s earliest days, when 
TF 21 was formed as Task Force 
96. That earlier group worked 
diligently to ensure that Minot AFB 
retained not only the base, but also 
its two meaningful missions: the 
Minuteman III missiles and the 
B-52s. Members with long-standing 
connections include Jantzer, Bruce 
Christianson, Randy Burckhard, 
and current Chairman Peter Hankla, 
who said, “I started on Task Force 
21 in 1999.”

Other members who have gained 
valuable experience with TF 21 
include Vice Chairman Jason 
Zimmerman, along with tenured 
members Jessica Klein and Jonn 
Knecht.

Two Minot Chamber EDC staff  
members also serve with Task Force 
21. Kramer, as CEO and president, 
is part of the group and has been 
a member since 2012. Keli Roselli-
Sullivan, the chamber’s military 
liaison, serves in a support role.

Hankla said the group recently 

added two new members: Cassidy 
Hjelmstad and Ryan Ackerman. 
“We’re excited about bringing in 
younger people because we feel it is 
key that we have members of Task 
Force 21 who are similar in age to 
our base commanders,” he said.

Kramer added that serving as 
chairman of the Minot ChamberEDC 
Board gives leaders direct insight 
into what Task Force 21 does and 
what it accomplishes. “A lot of us 
served as Chairman of the Chamber 
Board, and then we were asked to 
become a part of Task Force 21,” 
she said.

Hankla said that interest from 
chamber board chairs is one of 
the ways new members become 
involved. “Some board chairs are 
really interested in the goals of 
Task Force 21, and they want to be 
part of what we do,” he said. “They 
express an interest, and that is key 
to how we get new people on Task 
Force 21.”

There are currently 11 members 
on Task Force 21, and both Kramer 
and Hankla believe the group’s 
size and structure are a good fi t for 
what TF 21 needs to accomplish 
now. As Minot AFB prepares for 
modernization of both the missile 
and bomber missions, TF 21 will 
continue supporting both the 
community of Minot and the base. 
“We are pretty sure that we have the 
right amount of members today, but 
who knows what will happen in 5, 
10, or even 15 years down the road,” 
Hankla said. “The modernization is 

going to last a decade.” Kramer said 
new members such as Cassidy and 
Ryan bring valuable experience to 
the table. “Ryan has the engineering 
experience, and Cassidy brings 
her experience with broadband 
and understanding landowner 
negotiations,” she said. “The 
knowledge they bring is really a nice 
addition to Task Force.”
STRATEGICALLY SET TO 
ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES

Task Force 21 is a task force of 
combined expertise, but it also has 
defi ned positions. “I serve as the 
U.S. Air & Space Forces civic leader 
under Secretary Meink,” Kramer 
said. Mark Jantzer is also an emeritus 
member of that group. “There are 
four of us who have been asked by 
Global Strike Command to serve 
as civic leaders: Pete Hankla, Jason 
Zimmerman, Bruce Christianson, 
and myself,” Kramer said. Mayor 
Jantzer and Randy Burckhard are 
emeritus members after stepping 
down to open spots on the Global 
Strike Civic Leaders group. Hankla 
and Kramer also serve on the North 
Dakota Military Commission, which 
works on military issues across the 
state. Governor Armstrong has said 
several times that he wants to make 
North Dakota the most military-
friendly state in the nation.

Several other members of Task 
Force 21 serve on additional 
boards. “We’re trying to delegate 
responsibility to the entire Task 
Force group instead of it falling on 
just a few members,” Kramer said.
TASK FORCE 21 
LOOKS AHEAD

That structure and range of 
experience will matter even more 
as Minot AFB enters a decade of 
modernization aff ecting both the 
missile and bomber missions.

With what has been described as 
the largest single project ever placed 
on the table by the Department 
of War, Sentinel is looming in 
the not-too-distant future. Task 
Force 21 is closely following the 
modernization and deployment of 
the Sentinel missile at F.E. Warren 
and Malmstrom. Although Minot 
may be the last of the three bases 
to deploy Sentinel, there is still an 
expectation that the Minuteman 
III missiles in Minot will remain a 
nuclear deterrent until Sentinel goes 
live systemwide.
THE GOLD STANDARD

Task Force 21 is recognized as 
the “Gold Standard” among groups 
that work with their bases and 
communities to advocate for military 
missions. “We also know that people 
look at us,” Hankla said, “and want 
us to help them create and maintain 
a group similar to Task Force 21.”

But the members of Task Force 
21 are not “in it” for the accolades. 
They accept a position knowing it 
often means long hours beyond their 
normal work responsibilities. That is 
what it takes to be recognized as the 
best of the best. 

TF 21—The Gold Standard
Task Force 21 Gets Many Accolades

ROD WILSON, NORTHERN SENTRY

Brekka Kramer was a member of 
Task Force 21 before she became 
CEO of the Minot Chamber EDC.

Peter Hankla was Vice-Chairman 
of Task Force 21, and has been 
Chairman since Mark Jantzer 

stepped down about a year ago.

FULL LINE HOBBY SHOP
RC Airplanes, Monster Trucks- 
Cars, Boats, Rockets & Kites

HO/N Scale Trains (Lionel & more)
Plastic Models ie. GUNDAM & Much More 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
2112 North Broadway

701-838-1658
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
WATCH FOR OUR MONTHLY 

MEAT RAFFLES 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

1100 31st Street SE, Minot ND

IT’S STATE FAIR TIME AGAIN
SAFETY & HEALTH AT THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR

NOTES ON BEING SAFE

There’s no better way to enjoy 
the summer celebration than the 
North Dakota State Fair – for 
the most part it’s the last chance 
before school begins to enjoy the 
sounds, sights, smells, tastes and 
activities only to be found at the 
fairgrounds here in our own city 
of Minot.

Before heading out to enjoy all 
the festivities… being prepared 
ensures your family’s experience 
is fun, healthy and safe by 
considering these tips as you 
plan your family outing.

Be realistic. Everyone goes 
to the fair for all kinds of 
“forbidden” foods and hours of 
fun, so recognize your limitations 
and the inevitable choices there 
for the taking. But also recognize 
there are things you and your 
family can do to stay in control, 
such as taking frequent breaks, 

meal before you leave and 
getting a good night’s sleep the 
night before.

Drink Water.  Be sure to 
drink plenty of water before and 
during your visit. You can also 
take a cooler with you so water 
is readily available to prevent 
dehydration. Water can also help 
cut back on overeating. 

Dress Appropriately.  Ensure 
everyone is wearing a hat, has 
generously applied sunscreen 
and is wearing comfortable 
walking shoes. For a nominal fee, 
power and manual wheelchairs 
are available for those in need of 

mobility assistance.
Practice Safety.  Do your 

should they become separated? 
Remind your children about 
strangers, for assistance, 

are accessible throughout the 
fairgrounds.

Going to the North Dakota 
State Fair should be fun, so 
please remember these tips to 
keep your family and friends 
healthy and safe.

A Grateful Citizen
On this 4th of July, I am at 

Mouse River Park near Tolley, ND. 
I always think of this as a patriotic 
park and a great place to spend 
Independence Day because of the 
large memorial display “dedicated 
to the memory of those who 
served to protect our freedom” at 
the entrance to the park. It always 
reminds me that a deep cost has 
been paid by many for my freedom 
to enjoy the beauty around me 
and the ability to move freely to 
wherever I want to be. I can read, 
write, and speak on any topic 
without fear. I am free to make the 
most of my life with family and 
friends. How great is that? Where 
else in all the world, have the rights 
and liberty of a country’s citizens 
been recognized and defended so 
ferociously for 250 years?

Throughout our country’s 
history, military personnel and 
civilians of all ages have made the 
ultimate sacrifi ce so all of us can 
enjoy our freedom. As I enter the 
park, I am reminded once again 
of one such soldier. Specialist 5th 
Class Larry Bruce Jacobson is 
featured on the dedication display. 
He was the sole casualty of the 
Vietnam Confl ict from Renville 
County. SPC5 Jacobson was born 
March 15,1949 in Norma, North 
Dakota to Arthur and Margaret 
Doris Jacobson and is buried at 
Trinity Lutheran Cemetery in 
Kenmare, ND. 

In the Army, he was a single-
rotor turbine observation/utility 
helicopter repairman. On 26 
August 1970, SPC5 Jacobson was 
Crew Chief on a US helicopter on 
mission to extract troops. They 
were hit by enemy fi re, exploded 
and crashed. He received the Air 
Medal, the Purple Heart, and is 

honored on the Vietnam Veteran’s 
Memorial in Washington, DC. 

There is another local hero 
I have often thought of over 
the years. Around 2001, I was 
leaving messages on genealogy 
message boards, trying to locate 
Danish relatives. A woman from 
Washington noticed my location, 
Foxholm, ND, on one of the boards 
and contacted me. She was hoping 
to locate the grave of her uncle who 
was killed in the WWII attack on 
Pearl Harbor. I found him in the 
cemetery a mile from my home. I 
cleaned up the marker and sent a 
picture to her. 

“Seaman Second Class Charles 
H. Johannes entered the U.S. Navy 
from North Dakota. On December 
7, 1941, he was a crew member 
aboard the USS Oklahoma when 
the ship came under attack from 
Japanese forces at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. The Oklahoma capsized 
in the attack, and SEA2 Johannes 

was among those killed in the 
incident. In the years following 
the attack, remains were recovered 
from the Oklahoma. Those that 
could not be identifi ed at the time 
were buried as unknown remains 
at the National Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacifi c in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
In 2015, the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
received authorization to exhume 
unknown remains associated with 
the Oklahoma and reexamine 
them using advances in forensic 
techniques. A group of unidentifi ed 
remains were disinterred and 
accessioned into the DPAA 
laboratory as part of this eff ort. 
A group identifi cation was made 
for these remains, which included 
SEA2 Johannes. Seaman Second 
Class Johannes is memorialized on 
the Courts of the Missing at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacifi c.”

Our Independence Day 

celebrations are generally joyous, 
raucous aff airs, as they should 
be. We have a lot to celebrate. We 
also have much to be grateful for, 
including individuals like SPC5 
Jacobson and SEA2 Johannes who 
paid the ultimate price for our 
continued liberty. 

Whether in the middle of an 
unpopular confl ict or stationed here 
at home or abroad during peace 
time, our military personnel and 
their families are the wall standing 
between each of us and the world’s 
chaos. When I see the golf carts 
decorated in red, white and blue 
parading through the park, the 

fi reworks in the evening, or the 
big 250th July 4th events on TV, I 
am fi lled with gratitude for this, the 
United States of America, where I 
am so privileged to be a citizen. For 
one day, I will do my best to put 
aside the arguments over ideologies 
and politics to simply enjoy this 
country I so dearly love, that has 
given so much to so many.

Hand over hearts, here we go…
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America, and 
to the Republic for which it stands, 
one Nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.”

A Grateful Citizen
JOANNE RADEMACHER, NORTHERN SENTRY CONTRIBUTOR

Memorial Display at Mouse River Park.

Seaman Second Class 
Charles H. Hohannes

Specialist 5th Class 
Larry Bruce Jacobson

NORTH DAKOTA VETERANS AFFAIRS PHOTOS

No Federal 
Endorsement
of Sponsor 
Intended

MINOT 
AIR FORCE 
BASE

Proudly Serving 
Minot AFB 

for over 35 years! 

SRA ARIANA 
MARTINEZ  

Senior Airman Martinez was selected by her 

unit’s commander’s support staff. A position 
completely outside her standard Air Force 
job, she has guided her section through 

a 100% on-time rate. Additionally, she 
redesigned her unit’s correspondence tracker 

system, streamlining 21 decoration tasks 
& expediting and additional 57 squadron 

backlog & ensuring the recognition of 78 
Airmen. Finally, she guided a no-notice recall, 

completing 100% accountability, executing 

  Info from September 2025
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MEGA 
PARTY

$230 (TAX INCLUDED)

SUPER
PARTY

$200 (TAX INC
LUDED)

ALL PARTIES 
INCLUDE:

852-41081901 NORTH BROADWAY MINOT, ND

NORTHHILLBOWL.COM
FOR 
RESERVATIONS 
PLEASE CALL 

X-TREME OR OPEN BOWLING

Additional  

$10 
 for X-treme 

Bowling

FROM KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
TO GIRLS NIGHT OUT, OR 

TEAM BUILDING! 
We have a party space 

available for all of your fun! 

Call for details!

109 South Main St. 
Minot 701.837.8555

Your party will include: 
two hours of time which 

includes one hour of cookie 
decorating time with one of 

our talented decorators, 
up to 6 cookies to take home, 

and a drink for up to
 8 kids for $200.  

Birthday 
Parties!

New at Cookies For You

Available weekdays after 5:00pm and Saturdays after 3:00pm.  

For more details 
or to schedule call 701-839-4975.

LET'S 
PARTY COSMIC 

PACKAGE

$10.99
10 Credit Game Card

GALACTIC 
PACKAGE

$17.99

14 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child 

T-Shirt for Bday Child

ULTIMATE 
PACKAGE

$24.99

20 Credit Game Card
Party Bag for Each Child

T-Shirt for Bday Child
Laser Tag Pass

MINOT’S 
PREMIER 

PARTY 
LOCATION

220 SOUTH BROADWAY, MINOT

Each Party Package Reservation Receives:

Book Online

or call 701-852-1700

BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES
(Priced Per Child)

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT 
YOUR PARTY PACKAGES, 

EVENT SPACES, AND PARTY
 ENHANCEMENT SERVICES TODAY.

EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

On every green-and-black patch 
worn by a member of the 5th Bomb 
Wing, a skull sits at the center, 
golden wings extend outward, and 
beneath it appears a familiar phrase: 
“Kiai o ka Lewa.” Though this 
Hawaiian phrase is often seen as 
simply part of an emblem, the motto 
carries more than just decoration. 
It represents a long lineage of 
service, identity, 
and mission that 
stretches back over 
a century.

“Kiai o ka Lewa” 
has been the offi  cial 
motto of the 5th 
Bomb Wing since 
its early years. The 
phrase translates 
to “Guardians of 
the Upper Realm,” 
a Hawaiian 
expression that was 
highly respected by 
Hawaiian warriors 
and frequently 
used as a battle cry. 

The motto 
itself is rooted in 
Hawaiian tradition. 
According to 
legend, Kiwaha and Halulu were 
guardians of the realm. Historian 
Samual Kamakau described the 
pair as mythical birds made of 
water from the orb of the sun. In 
their physical form, they appear as 
giant ‘iwa birds, with Halulu often 
described as a protector of the skies. 

Its history began with the 2nd 
Observation Group, which was fi rst 
activated at Luke Field on Ford 

Island in the Territory of Hawaii in 
1919. Two years later, the group was 
redesignated as the 5th Observation 
Group, and later became the 5th 
Pursuit and Bombardment Group, 
fl ying the De Havilland DH-4 
aircraft. During World War II, 
the 5th Bomb Group fl ew more 
than 1,000 combat missions. Its 
members earned more than 13,300 

medals and 
decorations, 
including two 
Distinguished 
Unit Citations 
and the 
P h i l i p p i n e 
President ial 
Unit Citation. 

On July 25, 
1968, the 5th 
Bomb Wing 
relocated to 
Minot Air 
Force Base 
and began 
o p e r a t i n g 
the B-52H 
Stratofortress 
in order to 
preserve the 
unit from 

being inactivated after budget 
cuts planned to terminate the 
Wing at Travis AFB, California. 
Since moving the group to North 
Dakota, generations of Airmen 
have continued the mission while 
carrying forward the motto, “Kiai 
o ka Lewa.”

The emblem itself dates back to 
the beginning of the unit as well. 
The green and black fi elds refl ect 

the colors of the Army Air Service 
at the time the 5th Bomb Wing 
was activated. The vertical line 
dividing the shield symbolizes the 
clouds in the sky and their mission 
in the upper realm. At the center, 
the winged skull represents the 
function of the bombardment. 

“Kiai o ka Lewa” refl ects the 
spirit of this legend. Just as Kiwaha 
and Halulu were believed to guard 
the upper realm, generations of 
Airmen have carried forward the 
responsibility of protecting the 
skies. More than a century after 
the Wing’s beginning in Hawaii, 
the motto continues to symbolize 
the heritage, mission, and legacy of 
the 5th Bomb Wing.

5th Bomb Wing. (2021, November 
9). Minot Air Force Base. www.minot.
af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/
Article/264218/5th-bomb-wing-minot-
air-force-base

Manalo-Camp, A. (2022, August 1). 
The Storied Places of Lāna'i. Ka Wai 
Ola. kawaiola.news/moomeheu/the-
storied-places-of-lanai/

Kiai o ka Lewa
FATIMZAHRA ELBOUAB, NORTHERN SENTRY INTERN

An ‘iwa bird (also know as a Great Frigatebird) in fl ight. Hawaiian legend 
describes the mythical guardians Kiwaha and Halulu as appearing in the form 
of giant ‘iwa birds. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID PATTE/USFWS.

The 5th Bomb Wing emblem carries 
the motto “Kiai o ka Lewa,” meaning 
“Guardians of the Upper Realm.” 

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Andrew Kopp
MAFB Account Mgr.

701-838-8624

Registered as small business with GSA  
Minot-Bismarck-Dickinson

 
Contracted Products
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GREAT SMILES COME FROM 
VIBETO ORTHODONTICS 

® ™

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY INITIAL 
ORTHODONTIC CONSULTATION TODAY!

(701) 839-6010

NOMINATE  A
NEIGHBORHOOD 

HERO

2302 15TH ST SW, MINOT, ND

APPLEBEES.COM

SELECTED NOMINEES 
RECEIVE RECOGNITION 

IN THE NORTHERN SENTRY 
AND A $25.00 APPLEBEE’S 

GIFT CARD

EMAIL SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM 
INCLUDE NOMINEES NAME, PHOTO AND 

THE REASON THEY ARE A NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

Neighborhood 

Last week, I attended this year’s 
fi rst State Literacy Team in-person 
meeting with 20 other state 
members at our North Dakota 
State Capitol.  It was a pleasure to 
collaborate in our group of diverse 
perspectives to strengthen literacy 
eff orts across North Dakota. 

The State Literacy Team mission 
is to foster communication and 
collaboration among North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction 
(NDDPI), North Dakota 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (NDDHHS), educational 
entities, and community members 
to amplify literacy priorities.  The 
State Literacy Team vision is 
to support local literacy eff orts, 
resulting in strengthened capacity 
across North Dakota to improve 
student outcomes.

At the meeting last week, we 
worked hard to develop accurate, 
comprehensive information on 
fi ve chapters of our state’s literacy 
plan template.  I particularly 
enjoyed our discussion during 
small-group sessions when Taylor 
Olsen, Program Coordinator 
– Comprehensive Literacy 
Grants, NDDPI – emphasized 
that curriculum is not the ND 
Standards.  I was reminded of my 
Family & Community Child Care 
Coordinator roles when I trained 
our Family Child Care Providers 
on curriculum.  Growing that 
program to become the Largest 
FCC Program in the Air Force 
was a major accomplishment, 
but ensuring all children-in-
care received quality instruction 
was the most meaningful and 
rewarding work!  At the state 
meeting, we also set future goals, 
voting on a unifi ed statewide team 
signature activity.  Next steps on 
this impactful work will be decided 
at our virtual meeting in October.

According to the 2024 National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress or NAEP—also known 
as “The Nation’s Report Card”—
North Dakota ranks 43rd in fourth-
grade reading and 45th in eighth-
grade reading (https://www.
nationsreportcard.gov/profiles 
and americanexperimentnd.org).  
Despite these national ranks, the 
AF base middle schools have done 
amazingly well in our state with 
regard to reading in the past few 
years!  According to the 2022-
2023 test results from the North 
Dakota Academic Progression of 
Learning and Understanding of 
Students (ND A-PLUS) assessment 
system, Nathan Twining Middle 
School on Grand Forks AFB took 
the lead in the state for the highest 
ND A+ ELA (English Language 
Arts) Middle School reading score.  
Memorial Middle School ranked 
second.  In 2023-2024, Nathan 
Twining Middle School ranked 
fi rst, and Memorial Middle School 
ranked third.  In 2024-2025, 
Memorial Middle School ranked 
fi rst, and Nathan Twining Middle 

School ranked fourth.  This 
information was recently briefed 
at a Minot Public Schools District 
#1 School Board Meeting.  

Despite these impressive local 
scores, statewide student success 
remains our North Dakota 
Literacy Team’s focus.  In North 
Dakota, scientifi cally based reading 
instruction is required for students 
in kindergarten through third 
grade.  This has been the case for 
the past four years.  Screenings for 
dyslexia are also required.  These 
initiatives are very important, but 
unfortunately ELA profi ciency 
levels in North Dakota remain 
lower than pre-pandemic levels 
(North Dakota: 2025 Assessment 
Results. statetestscoreresults.
substack.com).  Thus, our students 
deserve our heightened awareness 
and continued support for literacy.  

During this past year as a 
School Liaison Program Manager, 
I have actively worked to link 
students and teachers to reading 
resources, providing literature on 
the following: United Through 
Reading, tutor.com, Minot Public 
Library reading programs, and 

Minot AFB Library reading 
programs.  I participated in our 
local “Literacy in the Field” event 
last Fall and will do so again 
this year.  I distributed over 440 
Legendary Family Learning Guide 
“Building Literacy Skills” books 
(also referred to as “Legendary 
Learners books”) to base schools, 
community schools, the Child 
Development Center on Minot 
AFB, homeschoolers, and local 
libraries.  Lastly, I ensured 
our youth received educational 
History of America activity books 
at our nation’s 250th Anniversary 
Celebration—Freedom Fest—on 
Minot AFB.  These eff orts aim 
to improve our local students’ 
literacy skills and I hope our 
students are better for them, as I 
certainly enjoy the work and look 
forward to continuing it.

The information in this article 
is provided as a resource and 
does not constitute endorsement 
by Minot AFB, the United States 
Air Force, or the Department of 
War of the external website, or the 
information, products, or services 
contained therein.

State Literacy Team: 
Eff orts Underway to Improve 

Student Literacy 

ALYSSA KELLY
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM MANAGER, GS-12

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE SCHOOL 
LIAISON PROGRAM 

YOUTH IN ACTION SPONSORED BY :

701-858-0777

MINOT NORTH DAKOTA’S

 Best Authentic 
Mexican Restaurant

3816 S. Broadway,  Minot, ND
www.mimexicominotnd.com

CALL AHEAD AND TAKE OUT • DELIVERY AVAILABLE!
MON-THUR  11 AM TO 10 PM • FRI-SAT  11 AM TO 10:30 PM

SUN  11 AM TO 9 PM
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Stretching an incredible 37 feet 
tall, the Magic Climber is a towering, 
industrial, creative masterpiece that 
takes children on a literal and 
physical adventure through the 
landscape, history, and industries of 
Minot and the greater North Dakota 
region. From the dirt beneath our 
feet to the expansive skies above, 
the Magic Climber turns regional 
history into a massive, three-
dimensional playground.

Let’s break down the journey 
from the ground fl oor all the way 
to the clouds!

The Magic Climber is uniquely 
organized into levels and zones, 
combining wood, metal, organic 
curves, and bright geometric 
shapes. There isn’t just one way 
up; multiple winding pathways 
allow children of diff erent ages and 
abilities to navigate the terrain at 
their own pace.
THE PRAIRIE DOG BURROW 
& UNDERGROUND LIFE 

The adventure begins under the 
earth! In this zone, little explorers 
can dive into a prairie dog crawl. 

• The Sound of the Prairie: 
Interactive buttons let kids 
trigger authentic prairie dog 
communication, from sharp alarm 
calls and territorial alerts to sweet 
mother chirps. 

• Discovery Boxes: Peek inside 
hidden scenes showing what 
life looks like for critters living 
underground. 

• Costume Area: Kids can slip 
into a costume to truly become a 
prairie dog or another burrowing 
animal, sparking early dramatic 
play.
THE OIL DERRICK & 
INDUSTRY

 As children climb higher, they 
transition into the industries that 
drive North Dakota. 

• The Hand-Crank Oil Pump: 
Kids can interact with a moving oil 
pump model using a hand crank, 
learning the mechanical physics of 
kinetic energy. 

• Visual Graphics: Clear, kid-
friendly graphics describe how 
the oil process works, blending 
engineering with geology.
THE CLOUDS, TRESTLES, 
& AIR CANNONS 

Suspended in sky-blue pathways, 
children get a whole new perspective 
of the museum space as they climb 
through the “clouds” and cross a 
train trestle. 

•Air Cannons: Visitors on the 
2nd fl oor can blast gusts of air from 
specialized cannons, watching their 
invisible energy ripple across wind 

catchers and shimmer disks down 
below. 

• Radio Control Tower: Before 
making the fi nal ascent, kids can 
staff  the traffi  c control tower, acting 
as the ground crew to contact the 
pilot in the plane above.
THE B-52 AIRPLANE 

Culminating at the very top of 
the 37-foot tower is a massive B-52 
plane simulation, constructed from 
a sturdy metal frame and fl ooring. 
Minot is incredibly proud of its 
strong military ties and the Minot 
Air Force Base, making this the 
ultimate local tribute.

When young pilots reach the 
cockpit, they are treated to a 
spectacular, 360-degree view 
looking out across the stunning 
vista of Minot, as well as a 
thrilling view looking almost 30 
feet straight down to the museum 
fl oor. Inside the cockpit, kids will 
fi nd a simulator screen and realistic 
controls to pretend they are fl ying 
high over the state!
RISK, REWARD, AND 
SPATIAL MATH 

While the Magic Climber looks 
like pure, high-energy fun, it 
is secretly a powerhouse for 
child development. • Navigating 
Perceived Risk: The climber safely 
challenges a child’s boundary of 
what feels risky versus what is 
actually safe. Pushing past that 
slight hesitation builds immense 
self-confi dence and a feeling of 
profound personal accomplishment 
when they reach the top. 

• 3-D Geometry and Spatial 
Math: As kids fi gure out where to 
place a foot or how to twist their 
bodies through curvilinear shapes, 
their brains are calculating spatial 
awareness, logic, and geometry in 
real-time. 

• Cognitive Focus: Navigating the 
moving pathways improves core 
cognitive functions like memory 

and concentration. (“What position 
worked last time? Where should I 
reach next?”) 

• Social Cooperation: Because 
multiple kids climb at once, they 
naturally practice communication, 
agility, and teamwork, using their 
spoken words to negotiate space 
and direct fellow climbers.

The Magic Climber is the perfect 
place to let your child test their 
independence. Here is how you 
can support them from the ground 
or the platforms: 1. Follow Their 
Lead: Ask, “Do you want me to 
climb with you, or do you want 
to explore on your own?” If they 
want to try it solo, trust them! A 
safe environment like MCDC is the 
perfect place for them to learn to 
trust themselves. 2. Be the Ultimate 
Cheerleader: If they get stuck or 
nervous, use encouraging, specifi c 
language: “You are so strong! I love 
how you put your left foot on that 
block to help you steady yourself. 
You’ve got this!” 3. Play I-Spy: Help 
them identify the distinct parts of 
the superstructure. Can they spot 
the oil pump? The hidden birds?

Here are some mind-blowing facts 
about the real B-52s stationed right 
here in Minot: 

• A B-52’s wingspan is 185 feet 
which is longer than half a football 
fi eld! 

• They can fl y at 650 miles per 
hour (that is Mach 0.86!).

• Without a single refuel, a B-52 
can fl y 8,800 miles across the globe. 

• Just two B-52s can monitor 
140,000 square miles of ocean or 
land in just two hours. 

• These legendary planes were 
fi rst deployed all the way back in 
February 1955.

Are your kids ready to conquer 
the climb? Head on over to the 
Magic Climber on your next visit, 
start at the prairie dog burrows, and 
see how fast your family can reach 
the clouds!

Climbing to New Heights:
 The Science and Adventure of the Magic Climber

MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY-FRIDAY

11AM to 3PM
(except holidays)

3400 16th St SW, Minot

701-852-1240

$5 OFF
with Minimun Purchase of $30.

(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table.  
Can not be combined with other any  

other promotions.)

GET FREE:
2 Fried / Steamed Gyozas / 2 Egg Rolls /  

2 Crab Rangoons / 2 Spring Rolls 
with purchase of 1 Signature Sushi Roll

(All Day Everyday)
(Dine-in only, 1 coupon per table. Can not be  
combined with other any other promotions.)

Online Order www.ND-Asia.com
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AUTO BENT UP OR JUNKED??  
Would like to buy…

Running and non-running cars.
Call 701.240.2147

tfn

AUTOMOTIVEHELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE FULL AND 
PART TIME OPENINGS for 
daytime and evening custodial 
positions cleaning buildings 
at the Minot Air Force Base. 
Pay is $14.49/hour plus 
health & welfare benefi t. 
Hours Days 8a or 9a-fi nish 
typically Monday through 
Friday, may include weekend 
work. Nights 5p-fi nish. Apply 
in person at: 605 27th St SE, 
Minot ND 58701 or contact: 
Alicia Mello by email or 
phone at amello@kalixnd.org 
701-852-1014. tfn

MATURE, RELIABLE, AND A 
TRUSTWORTHY INDIVIDUAL. 
Part-Time Retail sales 25-35 hrs/
week occasional Sat. closed 
Sun. Apply in person at Aeroport 
Hobby Shoppe, 2112 N. 
Broadway.

tfn

THE NORTH DAKOTA NATIONAL 
GUARD have openings available 
in a variety of career fi elds across 
the state and in Minot. Continue 
your military career on a part-
time basis. For more information 
call 420-5903 or 420-5904 in 
Minot.

tfn

WANTED
IF YOU HAVE A SMALL OR 
MEDIUM DOG , REPTILE OR 
BIRD that you no longer can care 
for, call me or text me at (701) 
822-3455

tfn

ACCOUNTING

CONTACT ROD WILSON 
TO GET YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE! 
701.839.0946 SENTRYSALES@SRT.COM

PET GROOMINGAUTOMOTIVE

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-7pm
Saturday 7am-4pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

425 Burdick Expy W Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-3301
Proud to serve Minot AFB

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Lonn Satran (aka: Dad)
4725 Burdick Expy E
Minot, ND 58701
701.420.2003
701.720.7208

BUSINESSES & SERVICESBUSINESSES & SERVICES

SUDOKU SOLUTION

PUZZLE ON PAGE B3

MINOT AFB

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL 
UNIVERSITY  – 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
is the world’s pre-eminent university 
for aviation and aerospace 
education. However, our dynamic, 
hands-on programs will prepare you 
for careers well beyond the limits of 
the sky. Our Worldwide Campus 
has been working with U.S. military 
service members since 1970, helping 
them to earn a degree while on active 
duty or as veterans. And we do it at 
more than 90 military installations 
around the globe. The Embry-Riddle 
Minot Campus — located at Minot 
Air Force Base — offers associate, 
bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
as well as undergraduate and 
graduate certifi cations, that will help 
you whether you are an active-duty 
military service member, a veteran, 
or a civilian working at or around 
Minot Air Force Base, Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide is here to help you earn 
your college degree. A degree 
from Embry-Riddle Worldwide will 
help service members to become 
commissioned offi cers, will make 
veterans more desirable job 
candidates as they enter the civilian 
workforce, and will assist civilians 
with job advancement or career 
changes. Our modes of instruction 
are: Online, Eaglevision Home and 
Eaglevision Classroom. For more 
information, please visit us in Room 
223 located in the Base Education 
Center Building (2nd fl oor), email: 
minot@erau.edu or call offi ce phone: 
701-727-9007.
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY – 
Minot State University is excited to 
again offer face-to-face classes at 
the  Minot Air Force Base. There is 
no application fee for active-duty 
military personnel. Military personnel 
can complete their Community 
College of the Air Force (CCAF) 
degree and earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Minot State. For more 
information, contact Brigitte Mikula 
at 701-727-9044 or by email at 
Brigitte.mikula@minotstateu.edu 
PARK UNIVERSITY MINOT – 
Your degree, Your way. Park 
University is enrolling now. Earn your 
CCAF credits, AU-ABC, and your 
Bachelor’s degree with PARK.  Let’s 
maximize your military experience! 
Find how many credits you can 
get from your military experience 
by going to military.park.edu. and 
confi rmed your credits Or Ask Alexa! 
Enable the Park University skill on 
your Alexa device and say “Alexa, 
ask Park, How many credit hours can 
I get from my military experience?” 
She’ll even tell you your graduation 
date! Minot AFB @ the Education 
Center RM 222 | 844-884-8612  |  
mino@park.edu   PARK. YOU

RENTALS
FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 1/2 
BATH 25 miles north of Air Base. 
No Smoking or Pets Preferred. 
Call or text 701-389-7612.

Aug21

GLENBURN, 3 bedrooms - 3 level 
duplex with 1 full bathroom and 
a 1/2 master bathroom. Attached 
single garage. Available now for 
$600.00 monthly, plus a deposit, 
and the tenant pays utilities. Call 
701-720-3089 

tfn

PROFESSIONALS
LEE CLOUSE  INDEPENDENT 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT
www.marykay.com/1clouse. 
701-839-0475 or 701-721-0475

tfn

TIMMOTHY TIMMTimmothy Timm of Minot currently attends Minot State University, is a Minot High School graduate, 
artist, cartoonist, author and illustrator. Timm has also created other works of art that are on 
display in his art studio downtown located at 201 Main St. S. in Minot.

Everyday adventures of Titus and Philemon and their owner Joe.TITUS & PHILEMON

FRESH EGGS Located just 20 
minutes with delivery to the base. 
email: esavelkoul@srt.com.

tfn

BRIDGESTONE BLIZZAK WS 90
225-145 R17 Snow Tires- Set of 4
Mint Condition- $300.00. 
Someone Will Get A GREAT 
Deal! (701) 818-0739 

tfn

FOR SALE

LAST HURRAH GARAGE SALE
For the old car dealership 

building at 
1310 East Burdick Expy.
Fridays Through Sundays

10 AM to 4 PM or by Appt. 
Every Weekend

Antiques, Collectables, Art, 
Pictures, Hand Tools, Glassware, 

Pottery…partial list.
Also Buying

Phone: (701) 818-0739

tfn

GARAGE SALE
2014 BMW X3 XDRIVE28I FOR 
SALE $8900 OBO. 125,600 
miles, color: Grey. One owner w/ 
regular maintenance c/w. Heated 
steering wheel, front and back 
seats. All weather BMW fl oor 
mats. All season tires less than 2 
yrs old Black leather interior, HUD, 
rear cargo cover. Contact 770-
268-1701 for more info

Aug7
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FISHING: 
Lake Sakakawea elevation, July 
13: 1,828.25 feet above mean 
sea level (MSL); 18,000 cubic feet 
per second (CFS) Garrison Dam 
average daily releases.
Devils Lake elevation: 1,450.47 
feet above mean sea level (MSL). 
Stump Lake elevation: 1,450.11 
MSL. 
•N.D. Game & Fish Dept. game 
wardens: No new reports from 
area lakes or Devils Lake. 
•Devils Lake, Woodland Resort, 
Devils Lake: No new reports with 
heat limiting activity on Devils Lake. 
•Lake Darling, Karma C-Store, 
Ruthville: Hot weather keeping 
many anglers off the water on area 
lakes. 
•Lake Metigoshe, Four Seasons, 
Bottineau: Good numbers of 
bluegill continue from the docks 
and shore. Wait for cooler evening 
temperatures for any walleye bite. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Cenex Bait & Tackle, Garrison: 
Try a variety of presentations and 
baits on the east end of Lake 
Sakakawea as shallow as 3 to 4 
feet out to 25 feet with anglers pre-
fi shing throughout the week for the 
Governor’s Cup Fishing tournament 
July 17 & 18. Missouri River 
tailrace remains fair for walleye. 
No Lake Audubon reports. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Lake Audubon, 
Hwy. 83 Lawn & Leisure, Garrison: 
Lake Audubon weedy out to 
20 feet so anglers working 25 
to 35 feet for walleye. Look for 
nice smallmouth bass activity, as 
well. Reports limited from Lake 
Sakakawea. 
•Lake Sakakawea, Indian Hills 
Resort, Garrison: Solid walleye 
bite working sand fl ats and rocky 
points shallow from 5 to 15 feet 
using slow death hooks with 
nightcrawlers. 
•Lake Sakakawea, New Town: 
Nice numbers of eater-sized, 17- 
to 18-inch walleye coming from 
the Van Hook Arm. Try Lindy rigs 
with nightcrawlers. 
•Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook 

Bait & Tackle, New Town: Fair to 
good walleye activity in 12 to 18 
feet using leeches or nightcrawlers 
throughout the Van Hook Arm with 
better success on days with a little 
breeze. 
•Lake Sakakawea/Missouri River, 
Scott’s Bait & Tackle, Pick City: 
Missouri River tailrace continues 
producing walleye and catfi sh with 
better success in the morning and 
evening, especially from boats, 
using Lindy rigs and nightcrawlers 
or jigs and minnows. Some trout 
mixed in. Try late evening after 10 
p.m. from the rocks from shore for 
walleye. Try 20 feet for walleye with 
spinners or Lindy rigs on the east end 
of Lake Sakakawea but look for fi sh 
to move deeper with hot weather. A 
few salmon coming from Deadman’s 
Bay in 40 to 75 feet but not many 
salmon anglers on the water yet.
•Lake Sakakawea/northwest N.D. 
lakes, Scenic Sports, Williston: 
Upper end of Lake Sakakawea 
starting to clear with good walleye 
bite around White Earth Bay. Also 
try the Van Hook Arm or New 
Town area using spinners and 
nightcrawlers or leeches, starting in 
12 to 15 feet. Catfi sh active with 
the warm water of the upper end of 
the lake as well as the Yellowstone 
and Missouri rivers. Try jigging style 
plastic baits for smallmouth bass 
around the casino area by New 

Town. Low water ramps generally 
all accessible on the upper end 
with the exception of Lewis & 
Clark State Park, which is limited 
to small watercrafts. Kota-Ray Dam 
continues producing decent panfi sh 
and rainbow trout with improving 
walleye activity from McGregor 
Dam. 
•North-central/central N.D. lakes, 
Towner Hdwe. Hank, Towner: 
Extreme heat limiting activity on 
area lakes. 
RIVER ELEVATIONS & 
STREAMFLOW FOR PADDLE 
CRAFT activities (conditions can 
vary): 
•Lake Darling, Foxholm: Lake 
elevation 1,597.97 feet. 
•Little Missouri River, Long X Bridge: 
River stage, 7.42 feet; streamfl ow, 
112 CFS. 
•Little Missouri River, Medora: River 
stage, 1.73 feet; streamfl ow, 54.6 
CFS. 
•Missouri River, Williston: River 
stage, 14.55 feet.
•Missouri River, Washburn: River 
stage, 9.66 feet. 
•Souris River, Broadway Bridge, 
Minot: River stage, 41.86 feet. 
NUMBERS TO KNOW:
•N.D. Game and Fish Dept., main 
Bismarck offi ce: (701) 328-6300, 
website: (http://gf.nd.gov).
•Report All Poachers: (701) 328-
9921.

Thanks to Woodland Resort, our Outdoors Report sponsor, for helping 
keep readers up-to-date on happenings throughout the region. For 
complete details about fi shing Devils Lake and its array of recreational 
opportunities visit their website, (www.woodlandresort.com), Facebook 
at (facebook.com/woodlandresortDL), telephone (701) 662-5996, 
extension 1, or email (woodlandresort@gondtc.com). They’re located 
at 1012 Woodland Drive, Devils Lake, N.D. 58301.

Fish North Dakota’s Premiere Ice Fishing Lake

WOODLANDRESORT.COM
701-662-5996

OUTDOOR NOTES: 
• N.D. Dept. of Environmental Quality issued blue-green algae advisory 
for Lake Darling. Use caution and go to their for information and safety 
precautions, (deq/nd.gov/WQ). 
•July 17 – 25: N.D. Game & Fish Dept. Conservation & Outdoor Skills 
Park open in conjunction with the N.D. State Fair. 
•July 17 – 25: North Dakota State Fair. 
•July 18: N.D. State Fair Run the Route 5K. Go to (visitminot.org/events-
calendar) for details. 
•July 18: N.D. Junior Governor’s Cup Fishing Derby, Fort Stevenson State 
Park for children up to 17 years of age. Free except for park admission. 
Contact the park, (701) 337-5576, for details.
•July 19: N.D. State Fair Parade, 9 a.m. 
•July 19: Arts in the City, Oak Park, 4 p.m.
•July 21: Yoga in the Alley (free), Citizens Alley, 7 p.m.
•July 22: Registration opens for Sept. 18 – 20 Wild Outdoor Women 
program, Lake Metigoshe State Park. Go to, (www.parkrec.nd.gov/
wow), for program details with registration available beginning July 22 
at noon on the link, (bit.ly/LMSPevent).
•July 26: Arts in the City, Oak Park, 4 p.m.
•July 27: Yoga in the Alley (free), Citizens Alley, 6:30 p.m.
TOURNAMENTS: 
•July 17 & 18: Lake Sakakawea, Fort Stevenson State Park. 
•Julu 18 & 19: Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook Arm (bowfi shing). 
•July 22: Lake Sakakawea, Van Hook Arm. 
•July 25: Lake Sakakawea, White Earth Bay; Devils Lake, Creek Bay; 
South Hoffer Lake. 

Trusted Tire & Auto is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Jake 
Welsch as the new Store Manager of 
its Minot Air Force Base location.

With years of dedicated service 
to the company, Jake has played a 
key role in delivering exceptional 
customer care to military personnel, 
their families, and the broader Minot 
community. He previously served 
as Assistant Store Manager at the 
Minot location before stepping into 
this leadership position at the on-
base shop at 61 Missile Ave.

“Jake is a natural leader who 
embodies our core values of trust, 
expertise, and community focus,” 
said Jarid Lundeen, owner. “His 
deep understanding of automotive 
service, combined with his 
commitment to supporting our 
military families, makes him the 
ideal person to lead our Minot Air 
Force Base team. We’re excited 
to see him continue to grow our 

reputation for reliable, high-quality 
service right here on base.”

In his new role, Jake will oversee 
daily operations, ensure the highest 
standards of customer service, and 
continue expanding the shop’s 
support for active-duty members, 
veterans, and families stationed at 
Minot AFB. 

Jake brings strong local roots 
and a customer-fi rst mindset to 
the position. He is committed to 
maintaining the shop’s reputation 
as a trusted, convenient resource for 
total car care on base.

“I’m really looking forward to 
leading the team here at the base,” 
said Jake Welsch. “Our main focus 
is simply keeping our customers’ 
vehicles safe and reliable so they 
have one less thing to worry about. 
Whether it’s routine maintenance 
or major repairs, people can expect 
honest advice and quality work 
every time they visit us.”

Trusted Tire & Auto 
Appoints Jake Welsch 

as New Manager of 
Minot Air Force Base 

Location

 2302 15th St SW, Minot
www.applebees.com
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• Ob/Gyn Care 

• Newborn Care 

• Well Child Visits 

• Pediatrics 

• Free Pregnancy Tests  
• Geriatric Care 

• Preventive Healthcare 

• Full Service Pharmacy

Non-emergency walk-ins welcome Monday–Friday  1–4 p.m. 

 QUALITY HEALTHCARE 

FOR ALL

1201 11th Avenue SW | Minot, ND | Phone 701.858.6700 | 800.841.7321 | Hours: M–F 8 AM–5 PM | cfmminot.UND.edu


