
Largest used gun 
inventory in the area.

“Armed & Accurate 
since 1976”

1021 S. Washington St., Bismarck
(701) 223-4888

(Next to Jiffy Lube)
hhgunshop.com

HH Gun Shop 
Your one-stop 

Christmas gun shop!

We buy
 

We buy
 

guns!guns!

Open Sundays until Christmas

 January 5, 2019 
Hebron Community Center - Hebron, ND 

Registration: 11:00 am CT 
First card dealt at 12:00 Noon CT 

Paying out fi nal table 
Buy-In $100 - Payout 75% 

Tournament will fi ll at 150 players 
Pre-register by calling Mark Aman - 701-974-3980 Sponsored 

by Broken Arrow Saddle Club

J 5 2019
Texas Hold’em Tournament

KOTA THEATRE

“Where popcorn is still only 50¢!”

A grumpy Grinch plots to ruin 
Christmas for the village of 
Whoville. 1 hr. 30 min.

Upcoming Movies:
Fantastic Beasts:

The Crimes of Grindelwad

Ralph Breaks the Internet

TOOLS &
EQUIPMENT

GREAT DISCOUNTS ON PROFESSIONAL QUALIT YGREAT DISCOUNTS ON PROFESSIONAL QUALIT Y

NAPA TOOLS & EQUIPMENTNAPA TOOLS & EQUIPMENT
PRODUCTS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STOREPRODUCTS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE STORE

G R E A T  V A L U E S ,  W I D E  S E L E C T I O N

OPEN HOUSE

Sale Now–Dec. 31st

Thursday, Dec. 27th

Free Chili until Gone
Garrison, ND

RESTAURANT & BAR 
Wed. and Thur. 5 p.m. to midnight

Fri. and Sat.   5 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Be sure to try our fresh homemade pizzas!

Random Roadhouse
107 Main St S, McClusky, ND 58463

Phone # 701-363-2234

TheThe   COAL BIN
ANTIQUES

CONSIGNMENT

BUY
BUY

SELL
SELL

TRADE

TRADE

The

217 LINCOLN AVE., UNDERWOOD
OPEN MON. - SAT.

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

JOE  602-569-7907

BUY
SELL

TRADE

SHARPENING SERVICE ALSO NOW AVAILABLE
• Mower blades • Kitchen knives • Fillet knives • Axes 
• Hunting knives • Pocket knives • Chainsaw blades 

• And more 

Dakota West 
Credit Union

To all our friends & membersTo all our friends & members

Washburn • 462-8187

Visit
our 

Website
www.bhgnews.com

Published by BHG Inc.,
to serve McLean and
Sheridan Counties

www.bhgnews.com

The best circulation 
for your dollar

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 22
Garrison, ND E
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Postal Patron

Deliver By Monday
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Monday, Dec. 24, 2018
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Call 463-2201 or 462-8126
to place your ad in the Business & Professional 

Directory. You can advertise your business
in the Business & Professional Directory for 

only $5.00 an inch per week.

CONFUSED
about where to go to
sell your unwanteds?

or maybe you’re
WORRIED

about your business?

Call one of our FRIENDLY
Advertising Representatives 

at 701-462-8126.

We’ll be HAPPY
to help you
place an ad.

And we hope you’ll be 
OVERJOYED

with the results.

Are you receiving the best price on your Fuel?
Call me for a Transport load quote today.

LORI THOM

Agriculture/ Construction/ Oil  eld

cell: (701) 720-1195
business: (701) 852-1194
e-mail: lthom@spfenergy.com

GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL

GARRISON DENTAL
51 North Main St. • Garrison
463-2884 or 509-6387
Hours: Tues. & Wed.

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Available 7 days a week to schedule

15601 16th St. SW
Minot, ND 58701

• Pole Building
• Foundations

• Flatwork

Lorn
701-721-2630

Chase Pharmacy
31 N. Main Street

Garrison • 463-2242

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pharmacy Open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Sat.
We guarantee low prices.
Computerized pharmacy. 

All records kept for
your insurance & tax purposes.

Deliveries Mondays 
& Thursdays

PHARMACY

REAL ESTATE

WEST INKSTER REALTY
Mike Matteson, Owner/Broker

152 N. Main, Garrison, ND 58540
www.mikematteson.com

(701)463-2099 (office)
(701)337-6433 (cell)

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thrusday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 1-800-876-1067 (Bismarck)

Optometrist

EYECARE
     PROFESSIONALS

Dr. Daniel Long
Dr. James Helmers
Dr. John Helmers

OPTOMETRISTS

Phone 462-8636
New Location

1137 Border Lane
Washburn, ND

OPTOMETRISTS

MEDICAL

Turtle Lake - Dental
701-448-9111

Hours: Mon 8-6:30;Tues-Thurs 8-5
Turtle Lake - Medical 

701-448-9225
Hours: Mon 8-6:30;Tues-Fri 8-5
Turtle Lake - Mental Health

701-448-9225
Hours: Tues 8-4; Every other Wed, 9-2

HAUGEN’S
DRAIN SERVICE

• Power Snakes
• Sewer Cleaning
• 24-Hour Service

Washburn • 462-3730
Cell 315-0600

“For those sluggish drains and backed-up mains”
Residential-Commercial-Industrial

SPECIALTY SPECIALTY

615 Burleigh Rd, Wilton 
734-6011 • robisrepair.com

Full Service Auto Repair for 
diesel, gas & transmission

Dog Gone
Clean Dog

 & Car
Wash

615 B l i h Rd Wilt

Dynamometer testing 
for horsepower

& torque

Joshua Benjamin
Owner & Operator, Ruso, ND

701-833-2884 • 701-448-2883

Low Rates • Cash/Check/CC/Trade or Barter

•Clean All Types of Flooring
•Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning

•Janitorial •Wall Cleaning •Air Ducts
•Flood & Fire Restoration
•Radon Test & Mitigation

www.jessenroo  ng.com

INSURANCE

Joetta Magandy,
Customer Service Representative

Dennis Hoffer,
Property Management Assistant

Jean R. Witt, Agent

Mike Matteson, Managing
Partner/Agent

GARRISON
INSURANCE
Insurance & Property Management

SPECIALTY
SERVICE DIRECTORY

All Season Heating, Air
Conditioning, Inc. & Sheet Metal

Serving the Garrison & Minot areas

Randy Bertsch Bus. Ph. 701-852-6826

25 yrs locally owned & operated

K & L BOBCAT & HAULINGK & L BOBCAT & HAULING
Trenching • demolition • landscaping • fence removal • rock racking • 
gravel • rock • black dirt • clay • fi ll sand • heavy equipment hauling • 
cattle hauling • Post holes • scrap iron clean up • Site Preparation • 

hay hauling 
Keith Landsiedel  ·  (701) 391-1569Keith Landsiedel  ·  (701) 391-1569

Underwood, NDUnderwood, ND

Advertise online 
at bhgnews.com

Contact your advertising 
representative for details

or email news@bhgnews.com

• Caps • Shirts • Jackets
Complete Art Department

463-2566
1-800-658-3485 

One Stop 
Custom 
Screen 

Printing & 
Embroidery
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Support Democracy. Subscribe to Your Local Newspaper.

Chase PharmacyChase Pharmacy
Main Street • Garrison, ND

463-2242

NOTICE

Questions? Call us at 463-2242

BY KATHY TANDBERG

FROM THE FRONT PORCH

County weighing intersection upgrade
BY ALYSSA MEIER
BHG News 

Answering a call for increased 
safety at one local intersection, 
the McLean County Commission 
is examining options for a roadway 
upgrade. 

Highway Superintendent Jim 
Grey told commissioners on 
Tuesday morning that he had been 
contacted about the intersection 
of N.D. Highway 200A and County 
Road 29, with requests for a 
turning lane to be added. 

Commissioner Steve Lee said 

the intersection, south of Turtle 
Lake, sees signifi cant truck traffi c 
and high speeds, which concern 
some residents. 

The commissioners asked 
Grey to contact Wald Engineering 
and ask for an estimate on what 
the project would cost. 

“See i f they can give us a 
ballpark,” Lee said. “$300,000 or 
$1.3 million.” 

Lee said that because federal 
funds were used to pay for parts 
of Highway 200A, the county has 
to abide by federal standards in 

any upgrades, meaning the cost 
can increase dramatically. 

“When we start to get into seven 
digits, it’s kind of uncomfortable. 
We can’t do it,” Lee said. 

County Auditor Les Korgel 
said the intersection was one of 
many in the county that would 
benefi t from a turning lane and a 
wider intersection, but the county 
has to evaluate priorities and mind 
the budget. 

Grey said he would contact 
Wald and report back to the 
commission.

Addicted to Christmas past and present

BY KATHY TANDBERG
BHG News

I’m sitting in the pickup in the 
passenger’s seat, my foot tapping 
as I quietly hum along to the tunes 
coming from the radio. 

My husband gives me a glance 
– “that” glance. The one that says 
I’m getting a bit too loud.

I laugh and try to be quieter 
with my music but he knows it 
is hopeless. He knows within 
minutes I will be right back at it. 

He knows I can’t help it. This 
time of year over any other, I 
am hopelessly addicted to the 
Christmas music that f ills my 
ears and mind with memories. In 
fact, I am hopelessly addicted to 
Christmas in every aspect of the 
season.

I am a blubbering idiot at times, 
in fact. The other day a very 
sentimental commercial came 
on and they were singing “Away 
in the Manger” and the next 
thing I knew I was quietly crying. 
The words and the meaning just 
hit me stronger than ever as I 

remembered one of my favorite 
Christmas hymns.

Some stores have been playing 
Christmas music since before 
Thanksgiving. Now as much as 
I love the music, I was not in the 
mood so early. Let me get through 
Thanksgiving before my head fi lls 
with sugar canes and Santa.

Thanksgiving weekend wasn’t 
over when the Hallmark and 
Lifetime Christmas movies began 
to play on TV. I recorded one 
here and there to watch, and 
we recorded a couple oldie but 
goodie funny movies, Like “Elf,” 
for the grandchildren who might 
stay over.

Chr is t mas shoppi ng a nd 
wrapping the gifts, along with 
church programs really get me 
ready for the holidays. 

When I was a kid, my large 
family was a singing family and 
when we traveled for the holidays 
we all sang along with the radio. 
And we sang along with each 
other even if the radio wasn’t on. 

My f avor i t e  n ight  of  a l l 

is Chr istmas Eve. Going to 
candlelight services takes me 
back to my childhood church, 
where we each received a little 
white candle with an upside down 
paper umbrella as we entered the 
church. 

Then, at the most per fect 
moment, the ushers turned down 
the lights and came down the 
aisle to light the fi rst candle in 
each pew. From there we passed 
on that glowing light to light our 
neighbor’s candle and a hush 
came over us as we sang Silent 
Night. 

Tears always came to my eyes 
then, even more so now that 
I’m older because more family 
and friends will be celebrating 
Christmas in heaven.

And now, after thinking of 
those memories once again, 
excuse me while I get a tissue to 
wipe my eyes and blow my nose. 

I can’t help it. I’m hopelessly 
addicted, a child at heart with 
a forever sentimental mind and 
soul.

Monday-Friday  5-6 p.m.
$1.00 Off All Drinks

Mondays:
Smoked Sandwich
Tuesdays:
Indian or Regular Tacos
Wednesdays:
Buy 1 Burger, Get One ½ Price!
Thursdays:
Broasted Chicken
Fridays:
Fish/Seafood
Saturdays:
Steaks/Prime Rib
Sundays:
Pizza & Wings

Next Bingo on January 9th:
1st Blackout: 56#s for $1,29900

2nd Blackout: 56#s for $1,18000

New Years Special:
Surf & Turf, BIL,

Veggie, Salad $19
NO BINGO New Years Day!

Closing at 2 p.m. for 
Christmas eve & Closed 

on Christmas Day

No Bingo on December 25th 
and January 2nd
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from the staff at Harbor Bar & Grill

Closed Dec. 23 - 26
See you Monday, Dec. 27, 11 a.m.

New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31
Open at 3 p.m. 

Special menu 4 - 9 p.m.

New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
Open at 11 a.m. (including kitchen)

Food & drink specials all day
Free Tom & Jerry’s from 2 - 4 p.m.

Sam Jam with Square Butte Country” - 3 p.m.
Free food from 3 p.m. until gone

New Hours – Closed Sundays until spring

Check our specials on Facebook!

Saturday, January 5, 2019 @ 10:00 AM CT, Ralph Renner Collectible Gun 
Auction AND Guest Steve Gowin. Online Bidding Powered thru Proxibid 150 
plus guns, more information coming soon....Baymont Inn & Suites, Mandan, 
ND. www.wolff auctioneers.com
Saturday, January 25, 2019 @ 1:00 PM CT,Heinle/Preisinger/Gomke - 
Hebron Community Center - 160 acres Absolute Real Estate. G&G Auctioneers 
701-878-4001 www.midwestauctions.com/gandg

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for the Classifi eds. 
In the Classifi eds, you can track down deals on everything from cars 
to canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or fi nd the items you want, 
and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

Sniff Out a Great Deal in the Classi  eds

Broken hearts at Christmas

Survivor Advice
• Be open about the death.
• Remember and share the good memories.
• Learn everything you can about mental health, 

        depression and suicide.
• Lean on a strong support system.
• Participate in memory walks like Out of the Darkness 

        Walk in Bismarck.
• Talk to other people who have shared experiences.

Holiday brings memories of lost loved ones
BY JILL DENNING 
GACKLE
BHG general manager

When Becca Holtan and her 
family gather in A lmont this 
Christmas, there will be an empty 
chair at the table.

Her brother, Andy, the youngest 
of a family of fi ve, took his life 
nearly eight years ago. Since then 
Becca, who lives in Turtle Lake 
with her husband Dustin and two 
children, is making it her life’s 
work to educate the public about 
suicide. She recently spoke to 
church congregations in Max and 
Benedict and, with her siblings 
and father, they participate in a 
remembrance walk in Bismarck 
each fall.

Andy was fi ve years out of New 
Salem High School and had just 
completed two degrees at North 
Dakota State College of Science. 
He went on to start a computer 
business in Wahpeton and from a 
distance it appeared that all was 
going well for him.

He discovered his mother’s 
love of music, joined a bowling 
league and even sang a lit tle 
karaoke.

“Stuf f we never expected,” 
Becca said about her usually 
reserved brother. “He had an 
awesome life and he would have 
done so many wonderful things.”

None of his friends knew he 
was struggling. They didn’t realize 
he was suffering from a painful 
breakup and that he called his 
girlfriend dozens of times to try 
to get her back. They didn’t know 
he was in the depths of despair.

“ The people who saw him 
every day, no one was the wiser,” 
Becca, 33, said.

He was planning on making the 

trip to Almont for Easter to be with 
the entire family. 

“He called mom and he was 
coming home for Easter,” he said. 
But he didn’t show up for work and 
by noon his friends went looking 
for him.

A New Salem sheriff’s offi cer 
and friend drove to Almont to tell 
her mom and dad that their son 
had shot himself.

Becca’s mom arranged for 
Dustin to be the one to tell Becca. 
He surprised her at work and she 
said, “‘What are you doing here? 
Is it an impromptu date night?’ 
Instead he brought her to a back 
room and said, ‘Andy shot himself.’ 
My fi rst reaction was, ‘Is he OK?” 
He said, “No.’”

Then they drove to her parents’ 
home to gather with the rest of the 
family.

She said, “I just remember 
pulling up to the house and not 
wanting to go in. I didn’t want 
to see my mom,” a mother she 
described as being the glue in the 
family. 

Becca said she went through a 
variety of emotions. “I remember 
being so angry. Why? Why didn’t 
he call me? He always called me 
when he had troubles.”

Her parents quickly told the 
family they didn’t want to remain 
si lent about the suicide. She 
explained that an aunt and uncle 
lost a child to suicide and that 
family didn’t speak of the cause 
of death.

“They wanted suicide to be 
talked about. That’s how we get 
into this whole thing of mental 
illness because we don’t talk about 
it,” she said. She shared to the 
church congregations that suicide 
is among the top 10 causes of death 

in the U.S. and higher in North 
Dakota. “He was a statistic, he 
became part of that,” she said.

Since his death, Becca still 
grieves the loss but has come to 
terms with it.

“I don’t think suicide was on 
his mind,” she said. “ I think he 
thought someone was going to 
stop him. It was to prove a point, 
because that’s how he was.”

She has grown from sharing 
stories with others at the “Out of 
the Darkness” walk in Bismarck 

each fall. 
“Families put the blame on 

themselves. What could we have 
done differently, that’s always with 
you,” she said.

After the fi rst year at the walk 
her dad said, “If we can save one 
life going to this walk, we’ll do it 
every year,” she said. Brothers 
and their wives and her father join 
in the walk. Her mother died two 
years ago. One brother is a DJ. 
Becca read two of the nine stories 
shared over the public address 

system to the 900 people in the 
audience.

Speak ing to an audience 
doesn’t come easily, but Becca 
said she wants to continue to tell 
the story to help others who are 
struggling. 

But her listening skills have 
been fi ne tuned in the experience, 
too. She said listening is the best 
medicine for someone who is 
struggling and she hopes to be 
able to lend an ear to others in 
need.

The Xtra has strict deadlines.
We need the following items sent to us 

by the following deadline time. . .

Don’t be Late!

10 a.m. Thursday
Advertisements, calendar of events and classifi ed ads
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Event: ____________________________________
Date: _____________________________________
Time: _____________________________________
Location: __________________________________
Contact: __________________________________

To announce your public event in the Xtra’s Calendar of Events, simply 
fi ll out the form below. The form must reach the Washburn offi ce by 
Wednesday morning. Mail to the Xtra, PO Box 340, Washburn, ND 
58577; email: leadernews@westriv.com; phone: 701.462.8126.

Submit an event

Calendar
Could Your Cellphone 
or Tablet Be a Germ 

Catcher?

BY JULIE GARDEN-
ROBINSON 
Food and Nutrition Specialist
NDSU Extension

“I found the perfect gift for 
you,” my husband grinned and 
said a few years ago.

What did he fi nd? I thought to 
myself. I awaited gift opening with 
anticipation.

W hen I opened the neatly 
w rapped package, at f i rst I 
couldn’t fi gure out what it was. It 
was made of wood and folded fl at 
in a box.

“Oh, it’s a photo easel,” I said 
kind of feebly. “Well, that’s nice.” 

He looked a little disappointed 
in my reaction.

“I bought it at a kitchen store,” 
he added. 

He was holding my tablet 
computer and he set it on the 
wooden stand. Then he swapped 
a cookbook for the tablet.

Yes, this was a nifty gift that 
I use regularly to protect my 
cookbooks and tablet from recipe 
ingredients.

Smartphones, tablets and other 
gadgets are used widely. Have you 
noticed anyone perusing recipes 
in the kitchen when making 
dinner? Have you seen people 
texting while eating?

Prairie Fare

This bread is from a make-it-yourself food gift mix. (NDSU 
photo)

Julie Garden-Robinson

Prairie Fare page 7

Perhaps you’ve used t he 
screens at rest aurants that 
allow you to dispense soda, play 
games or order food. You also 
may have noticed people texting 
while waiting in lines in public 
restrooms.

Think about it: Not everyone 
w a s h e s  t h e i r  h a n d s  t h e 
recommended 20 seconds. We 
all use the same door handles in 
public restrooms.

Unfortunately, phones and 
other electronic gadgets can be 

“germ catchers.”
A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h 

conducted at the University of 
Arizona, cellphones may carry 
10 times the amount of bacteria 
as found on toilet seats

Severa l researchers have 
explored the cleanliness of phones 
and other devices.

In a 2017 study reported in 
the journal Germs, researchers 
p er for med m ic robiolog ic a l 
testing on 27 phones used by 
students. The researchers noted 
bacter ia , including potent ial 
disease-causing organisms such 
as staph. Males and females had 
contaminated phones.

The researchers also noted the 
presence of E. faecalis. Yes, that 
sounds like feces for a reason. 
This type of bacteria is associated 
with the human gastrointestinal 
t ract . Its presence probably 
indicates failure to wash hands 
properly after using the restroom 
and before using a phone.

Cellphones can spread bacteria 
and viruses. Wiping down the 
screens you use in your kitchen or 
during eating can help safeguard 
your health, as can proper hand-
washing. You obviously can’t 
dunk your phone or other device 
in a sanitizer because you could 
damage your phone seriously.

To clean your phone, many 
references suggest fi lling a small 
spray bottle with a 50/50 mixture 
of distilled water and rubbing 
alcohol (70 percent isopropyl 
alcohol). Unplug and/or turn 
off the phone first. Spritz with 
the mixture, then wipe with 
a microf iber cloth to avoid 
scratching the screen.

H o w e v e r,  c o n s u l t  y o u r 
manufacturer’s guide to see if 
this is an acceptable approach for 
your phone or other device.

In recognition of the upcoming 
holiday season, this week I have 
a couple of things for you: a 
printable calendar and some 

make-it-yourself food gift mix 
ideas. See https://www.ag.ndsu.
edu/f ieldtofork to v iew the 
calendar and its recipes. See 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/food 
for several food mixes, along with 
printable gift tags.

This is one of the featured 
recipes. To complete a gift basket, 
consider making some jam, too. 
We also have jam recipes on our 
website.

Peanut Butter Bread
1/3 c. sugar
1/3 c. brown sugar, packed
1 1/4 c. all-purpose white fl our
3/4 c. whole-wheat fl our
1 Tbsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt

Layer ingredients in a clean 
quart-sized jar. Cover the jar 
tightly with a lid, decorate and 
attach a copy of the recipe card.

To make bread, mix together:
1 container Peanut Butter 

Bread mix
1 c. creamy peanut butter (not 

natural)
2 eggs
3/4 c. nonfat milk
1/2 c. plain Greek yogurt, 

nonfat
1 tsp. vanilla

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Spray a 9 - by 5 -inch loaf pan 
with nonstick cooking spray. In a 
mixing bowl, combine the sugar, 
brown sugar, white and whole-
wheat fl our, baking powder and 
salt. Set aside. In a separate bowl, 
combine peanut butter, eggs, 
milk, Greek yogurt and vanilla. 
Gradually add dry ingredients to 
wet ingredients, gently folding 
ingredients together. Mix just 
until combined; the batter may be 
lumpy. Pour into the loaf pan and 

Saturday, Dec. 22
The Lord’s Pantry is open from 10 a.m. to noon, at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, 515 Kundert St., Turtle Lake.
Community Food Pantry, Ryder Community Gym, 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m., Free soup and sandwiches

Sunday, Dec. 23
Trinity Lutheran Church, Turtle Lake, worship with communion.

Monday, Dec. 24
Bone Builders exercise, Garrison Senior Center, 10 a.m.
Christmas Program, Peace Lutheran Church, 5 p.m.
Christmas Program, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Max, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 25
Pickleball, Garrison elementary gym, 7 p.m., beginners welcome.
Underwood Public Library closed.

Wednesday, Dec 26 
Yoga, First Congregational Church, Garrison, 8 a.m.
Story time and craft, Garrison Public Library, 3:00 p.m.
Underwood Public Library closed.

Thursday, Dec. 27
Pickleball, Garrision elementary gym, 7 p.m., beginners welcome. 
The Share-Exchange (clothing giveaway) will be open from 1 to 

5 p.m. at 221 Main St., Turtle Lake.
McClusky Merchant’s Association meeting, noon, Union Grill.
NAPA open house in Garrison. Free chili until gone.
Bone Builders exercise, Garrison Senior Center, 10 a.m.

Friday, Dec. 28
Yoga, First Congregational Church, Garrison, 8 a.m.
Garrison Lamplighters potluck, 12 p.m.
McLean East Farmers Union Local Christmas party, 6 p.m.,  Bev’s 

Cafe, Turtle Lake.

Monday, Dec. 31
CCM “Jump Start Your Resolution Run” 5K, St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, Garrison, 10 a.m., No registration required.

Wednesday, Jan. 2
Adult Health Services and Foot Care Clinic available at the senior 

center in Douglas. Please call 463-2641 to schedule an appointment.
Washburn Area Dollars for Scholars meeting, Washburn Public 

Library, 6:30 p.m. The public is encouraged to attend, especially 
parents of seniors.

Thursday, Jan. 3
BHG Carnival for a Cause, Washburn Public School Olde Gym, 

4 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 7
McClusky Job Development Authority meeting, 7 p.m., city hall.
McClusky Fire Department meeting, 8 p.m.
Goodrich City Council meeting, 5 p.m.
Martin City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
WIC Nutritionist available at the Washburn offi ce. Please call 

462-3330 to schedule an appointment.

Tuesday, Jan. 8
Sheridan County Commission and Park Board meeting, 12:30 p.m.
Goodrich School Board meeting, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Adult Health Services and Foot Care Clinic, Butte. Please call 

363-2506 to schedule an appointment.

Monday, Jan. 14
Goodrich Fire Department meeting, 7 p.m.
Washburn City Commission meeting, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.

Sunday, Jan. 20
Financial Peace University Class will be held at the Washburn 

United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. for nine consecutive evenings. 
To register or for more information contact Pastor Kayla Buckley at 
701-315-0622 or kayla.wiese@mail.northcentral.edu.

Wednesday, Jan. 23
Adult Health Services and Foot Care Clinic available at the 

Public Health offi ce, Garrison. Please call 463-2641 to schedule an 
appointment.

Thursday, Jan. 24
McClusky Ambulance Service meeting, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 29
WIC Nutritionist available at the Garrison offi ce. Please call    

463-2641 to schedule an appointment.
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•DEADLINE: 9 a.m. Thursday. 
•CLASSIFIED WORD ADS: Terms – Cash, Check, Visa or Mastercard.
•COST: $8 a week for 20 words, each additional word is 25 cents. 
Half price for each additional week. Can be placed in other papers 
for half price. Giveaway ads are FREE one week only. 

•CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATE: $9 per column inch.
•CONTACT INFORMATION: Phone: 462-8126 • Fax: 462-8128
Email: leadernews@westriv.com • Website: bhgnews.com
Mailing address: The Xtra, PO Box 340, Washburn, ND 58577

•DELIVERY PROBLEMS: If you’re having any problems getting your 
Xtra - when and if - we want to know. Call our Garrison offi ce at 701-
463-2201 or 1-800-658-3485 when you want to report problems.

THE CLASSIFIEDS

Announcements
WANT TO SAVE some money? 
Check out the specials in this week’s 
Xtra. If you’re not receiving the Xtra, 
call this newspaper and we’ll make 
sure you do. 701-463-2201 or 
1-800-658-3485. 
1-E-TFN-NC 58540

SUPPORT GROUPS: Alcoholics 
Anonymous Hotline, 888-680-
0651. AA meetings in Center on 
Sundays at 5 p.m. CT at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church (794-3381); in 
Garrison, Garrison Memorial 
Hospital Cafeteria, Thursday at 8 
p.m.; in Washburn on Sundays at 7 
p.m. at First Lutheran Church (701-
460-1373 or 701-202-6701); in 
Wilton, Mondays at 7 p.m., Sacred 
Heart Church, 734-6533. Open 
meeting, Butte, Call 626-7402 or 
write Box 244, Butte, ND 58723; in 
McClusky, Grace Lutheran Church, 
402 4th St. W, Sundays at 8 p.m. 
Positive Changes NA, Fridays at 7 
p.m., Washburn United Methodist 
Church.
1-E-TFN-NC 58540

Farm  Related
ND17009GT Soybean seed for 
sale. Registered and cer tif ied. 
Glyphosate tolerant. You can keep 
your beans as seed for your farm. 
Call Tyler 701-426-4028
30-35-E-PD 58540

www.finkenfarmsandseeds.com

Douglas, ND 701.529.4421

Yellow Peas
AC Agassiz

AAC Carver

CDC Amarillo

CDC Saffron

Oats
CS Camden

Soybeans
ND17009GT

HRSW
MS Camaro

MS Barracuda

ND VitPro

LCS Breakaway

Flax
AC Prairie Thunder

Canola
CS2100 

CS2300

Durum
ND Grano

Custom conditioning and seed treating.
Legacy corn and soybeans, inoculant and 

cover crop sales.

Chick Peas
CDC Orion

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED
Head Start in Hazen is hiring Support Service person. 

Duties include shopping, bus route, 

help in classroom, and cleaning vehicles, classroom and 

playground. 25 hours per week during 

the school year. Enjoy summers off! 

Apply at https://hitcareers.org or 
call for info 701-663-9507. Pay $11.59/hour. 

Apply no later than January 6, 2019

HELP WANTED

is accepting applications for 
• C-Store

• Hot Stuff
• Bait Shop

Must be able to work
nights & weekends.

OF GARRISON

Stop in for
an application.

Reminder
Classifi ed Deadline 
Thursday • 9 a.m.

HELP WANTED

is looking for
SALES

ASSOCIATES
Full Time or Part Time

Stop in for an application
200 5th Ave SE, Garrison

Help Wanted

Help Wanted Help Wanted

HELP WANTED

Position will be open December 10 through 21, 2018.
For additional information please contact

Colby Brakke at (701)654-7713
or Dale Evenson at (701)654-7712.

The institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

CHI St. Alexius Health 
Garrison has the following 

positions available:

Full-Time
• CNA

School Resource Offi  cer / Patrol Deputy
McLean County Sheriff ’s Department

McLean County will accept applications
until 4:00 pm on Friday, December 28

• Preference will be given to P.O.S.T certifi ed 

applicants with prior experience.

• A full benefi t package is off ered including 

paid health insurance (single or family).

   For further information on the position or to obtain 

   a McLean County job application contact:

McLean County Auditor 
PO Box 1108, Washburn, ND 58577 

701-462-8541
www.mcleancountynd.gov/employment

* Resume’s may be included with the application but wil l not 
be accepted in place of an offi  cial application form. All applica-
tions must be submitted to the McLean County Auditor.

~ Qualifi ed candidates will fi nd we have a lot to off er: 

Comprehensive benefi ts package, wellness programs, continuing 

education, generous retirement plan, a team based collaborative 

culture and more! Please apply at www.greatriverenergy.com 

under the Careers tab before the application deadline.

• Associate Chemist to collect and analyze process samples at Coal Creek Station in Un-

derwood, ND. Will safely operate the chemical injection, water treatment, and demineralizer 

systems for maximum effi  ciency and output. Bachelors degree in Chemistry or a science fi eld. 

Application deadline is January 7, 2019.

• Building Utility Maintenance Technician at Coal Creek Station in Underwood, 

ND. Will perform general building repair, building maintenance and general housekeeping 

to maintain equipment, facilities and grounds. Complete project work such as painting, 

sandblasting, tile work, staging materials and equipment for scheduled 

maintenance and clean up. High school diploma, GED or equivalent. 

A minimum of two years of experience in a generating plant or heavy 

industrial facility required. Application deadline is January 3, 2019.

GRE is an EEO/AA/Minority/Female/Disabled/Vets Employer.

WANTED!
Loving, Caring,
Foster Parents

Contact
Dakota Central
Social Services
701-462-3581

Livestock
TURTLE LAKE WEIGH STATION 
will be shipping cows and bulls out 
Dec. 27, Jan. 14 and Jan. 28. Have 
them there by 11 a.m. Call Darin, 
701-315-0144.
43-TFN-E-X 58577

Misc. for Sale

Misc. for Sale

ASSORTED STEEL GATES for corral. 
Wood/coal stove with brick liner, 
good for shop. 1988 Mercury, good 
shape. Small homemade calf chute 
with head gate. Waldo Westrum, 
Turtle Lake, ND         701-448-2498 
- cell 701-220-5819.
33-P2TX 58540

FIREWOOD: mixed hardwoods, 
cut – cured – split. You haul or 
we’ll deliver and stack. 448-2504,        
448-2883, 833-2883
19CTFNALL 58540

USED ALUMINUM PRESS Plates. 
23 x 35, two for $1 available at 
the McLean County Independent, 
Garrison. 463-2201.
1-E-TFN-NC      58577

ORDER QUALITY REPRINTS of 
pictures from area newspapers 
at your local newspaper office. 
Pictures of area events and people 
published in area newspapers. 
Affordable prices. Speedy delivery.
1-E-TFN-NC 58577

Mobile Homes for Sale
14 X 70 MOBILE HOME for sale 
in Minot. New appliances, recent 
updates, very nice. Call 720-5746 
or 337-5746.
32-P3XT 58540

Notices

HAVE YOU BEEN in a relationship 
where you were emotionally or 
physically battered? Call McLean 
Family Resource Center, 701-462-
8643 24/7, Washburn. The offi ce 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.
1-E-TFN-NC 58577

Real Estate for Rent

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom furnished 
ap a r t m e n t ,  o r  2  b e d ro o m 
refurbished basement apartment 
with 1 stall garage, no pets, no 
smoking, in Washburn. Contact 
Morris at 462-3204 or 315-0399.
31-TFN-E-X 58577

1, 2 and 3 BEDROOM apartments 
for rent in Beulah, Hazen and 
Washburn starting at $500/mo. 
Call Kelly at Orange Proper ty 
Management. 701-861-6095.
34-TFN-E-X 58523

701-527-4739 or Manager 701-220-8145

New management, remodeled rooms, lower rates. 
1 or 2 bdrm. apts. All utilities paid including cable. 
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Deadline is March 15, 2019!

Winner: $100 Gift  certifi cate to Viking Screen Prints

Email a high resolution, in-focus photo to:
news@bhgnews.com put “Phone Book photo” on 

the subject line or mailed to Phone Book Contest, 
PO Box 309, Garrison, ND 58540

Tips: We don’t like snow photos. 
We like children. We like faces, 
not shadows. We like scenery.

We’re beginning our search for the 2019
McLean County Phone Book Cover

Promiseland DesignsPromiseland Designs
Upholstery, Repair, Leather Wear, Tack & Gifts

Dana & Rita Wright
owners/designers

14 Main Street E
Hazen, ND 58545

701-748-2261
promiselanddesigns@westriv.com • www.promiselanddesigns.com

FEATURED LISTINGS

Pifer’s
AUCTION & REALTY

877.700.4099  
www.pifers.com      

John Stober - Realtor
701.426.8834

400 LINCOLN AVE. - HARVEY, ND
2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, &

an attached garage!

405 McKINNON PL. - GOODRICH, ND
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathroom, &

two spacious decks!

25 ACRES - SHERIDAN CO., ND
Ranchette with excellent 

hunting opportunties!

802 ACRES - KIDDER CO., ND
Native pasture & grassland 

off ered in two parcels!

10 ACRES - BURLEIGH CO., ND
Building site with a 30’ x 50’ 

quonset & great access!

79 ACRES - McKENZIE CO., ND
Turn Key Sod Farm, 72 acres 

established sod & equipment!

$82,900$94,900 REDUCED! $1,800,000

$119,000REDUCED! $59,900 $ 1,203,000

HELP WANTED
LAMOURE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE accepting applications for 
Deputy Sheriff. Must be P.O.S.T 
licensed or licensable. Contact 
Sheriff’s Offi ce @ 701-883-5720 
with questions. Mail cover letter, 
resume & application to: Sheriff’s 
Of f ice, Box 97, LaMoure, ND 
58458. Applications available 
through ND Job Service or Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.

BURLEIGH COUNTY IS hiring for 
the following positions: Deputy 
Sheriff, Assistant State’s Attorney II 
– with Underfi ll and Deputy Auditor/
Treasurer. Apply at: http://www.
burleighco.com/jobs/

PLUMBER III - Camp Grafton - Devils 
Lake. Licensed Master Plumber. 
Salary $3899-5198/month. Will 
underfi ll with Journeyman for two 
years. (701)333-2082 or www.
nd.gov/jobs. Closes 01/04/2019.

PUBLIC WORKS OPENING: City 
of Mapleton, ND. Duties include 
mowing, snow removal, heavy 
lif ting (must be able to lif t 75 
lbs), maintaining city buildings & 
equipment. Knowledge/experience 
with computers, water, wastewater, 
san i t a r y  s y s t ems,  ( l i c en se s 
preferred), and Class B CDL w 
airbrake endorsement. Background 
check & pre-employment drug 
testing. Self motivated a plus. Pay 
DOE. Benefits available. Please 
fax 701-282-0080, email City.
Mapletonnd@midconetwork.com, 
or mail to PO Box 9, Mapleton ND 
58059.

FARMERS UNION OIL in Portland 
is looking for a full-time truck driver 
in the propane department. CDL 
required, hazmat and CETP training 
preferred. Full single benefits, 
paid vacation and 401k. Pick-up 
application at Portland station or 
call 701-788-3760.

2018 ND MEDIA GUIDE: Names, 
addresses, phone numbers, e-mails 
of all ND newspapers, radio/TV 
stations, specialty publications. Only 
$25. ND Newspaper Association, 
701-223-6397.

WORK WANTED
COMBINING WORK WANTED. 
Call: John at 701-269-3413.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
F/S: CITY CENTER MOTEL. Devils 
Lake, ND. 24 units, at tached 
apartment. In busy tourism area. 
Selling due to health. 701-662-
4918. Serious inquiries only! PRICE 
REDUCED!

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
ND FARM LAND Values surge 
upward.  A re  you se l l ing or 
rent ing? P i fer ’s Auc t ion and 
Farm Land Management. Bob 
Pifer 701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer 
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
EVERY NORTH DAKOTA newspaper. 
That’s where your 25-word classifi ed 
ad will appear for only $160. 
Contact this newspaper for details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/EVENTS
BASEBALL TOURS see MLB Games 
at Fenway Park, Yankee Stadium, 
Wrigley Field, etc. Deluxe motor 
coach transportation, quality hotels 
and game tickets. Free brochure 
507-217-1326.

MISCELLANEOUS
HAVE A NEWS release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call does 
it all. 701-223-6397 or you can 
email sharip@ndna.com

“Without Advertising 
Something Terrible 

Happens -

NOTHING!”
P.T. Barnum

Don Winter
462-8126www.bhgnews.com

Average size: 22” x 12”

Custom Vinyl Decals
for your

Anhydrous Ammonia Tanks
& Farm Equipment

SMITH FARMS

701-123-4567

continued from page 5
PRAIRIE FARE

bake for 48 to 52 minutes.
Check bread 10 to 15 minutes 

before the timer goes off, and if 
the bread is browning too much, 
place aluminum foil on top and 
continue baking for duration of 
time. Allow bread to cool for 10 

School resource offi cer sought
BY ALYSSA MEIER
Editor

McLean County is seeking 
applicants for a newly-approved 
school resource offi cer position 
at Garrison Public School. 

D u r i n g  t he i r  Nove mb e r 
m e e t i n g ,  Mc L e a n  C o u n t y 
Commissioners approved the 
job descr ipt ion for a shared 
school resource officer, set to 
be stationed at Garrison Public 
School . Approva l of the job 
descript ion opened the door 
for count y of f ic ia ls to star t 
advertising to fi ll the position. 

A d ve r t i s e m e nt s  fo r  t he 
posit ion were pr inted in the 
D e c .  1 3  M c L e a n  C o u n t y 
Independent, Leader-News and 
Central McLean News-Journal. 
According to the ad, applications 
will be accepted by the McLean 
County Auditor’s offi ce until 4 
p.m. on Dec. 28. 

According to the approved 
job description, the offi cer must 
also have a high school diploma, 
a  m i n i mu m of  t h ree yea rs 
patrol experience and a level of 
profi ciency with fi rearms of at 
least 80 percent. The individual 
is also required to have training 
or experience as an informal 
c ou ns e lor  a nd l aw - re l a t e d 
educator. 

The of f icer is expected to 
provide law enforcement support 
and services to the school. 

The position is being funded 
by a cost - sha re ag reement 
between the school, McLean 
County and the White Shield 
Mandan-Hidatsa-Arikara tribe 
segment. The annual cost for the 
offi cer is estimated at $81,000, or 
$27,000 per partner. 

Sheriff J.R. Kerzmann said he 
is hoping to have the spot fi lled 
by February 2019.

minutes, remove from pan and 
place on cooling rack.

Makes 16 ser v ings. Each 
serving contains 200 calories, 9 
grams (g) fat, 7 g protein, 25 g 
carbohydrate, 1 g fi ber and 210 
milligrams sodium.

Real Estate for Sale
FOR SALE BY United Quali t y 
Cooperative: Two (2) Commercial 
Buildings on Main Street in New 
Town, ND. United Quality’s old 
energy offi ce and old Ag Hardware. 
Call 701-500-4900.
25-PTFN GRNTPRXT 58540

ALL REAL ESTATE advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act that makes it 
illegal to advertise “any preference 
limitations of discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin or any intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
cus todians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.

Services
DAVE BAUCH PLUMB ING & 
Heating. Water Heaters, Sump 
Pumps, Furnaces, Faucets & Asst. 
Plumbing & Heating Repairs, and 
New Construction. 337-5440 or     
337-6066
31-P4TXT 58540

WE HAUL BROKEN vehicles/boats/
scrap for free! Cash for some. 701-
833-2884
19 CTFNALL 58540

JUST A NOTION! is taking in 
clothing alterations and repair; 
knit/crochet repair. Call for free 
consultation! Charlene Binsfeld, 
Washburn, 701-220-5831.
9-34-E-PD 58577

WE CLEAN and install all types 
of f looring including carpets, 
upholstery, walls, air ducts. Let us 
clean your boat, camper, under 
appliances. We have a dump trailer 
for debris removal. Low rates, 
cash/check/credit. Prairie Carpet 
Services, (701) 833-2884 or 448-
2883.
46-PTFNALL 58540

Work Wanted
THIS NEWSPAPER offers free job 
wanted ads to anyone seeking 
employment at a local or area 
business. List your job skills or the 
type of work you are seeking. A 
free ad of up to 25 words may run 
up to a month in this newspaper. 
Mail your ad to Leader-News, P.O. 
Box 340, Washburn, ND 58577 or 
email leadernews@westriv.com.
1-E-TFN-NC 58577

Statewides

Statewides Statewides

Screen Print &
Embroidery Specialists

No order too 
big or too small.

Our art department can customize a design for you.

Call for a quote today:
1-800-658-3485

or email: viking@bhgnews.com
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Garrison Area
Christmas Services

Editor's note: Following are some of the Christmas services 
scheduled for area churches. If your church is not listed, contact 
the parish to get dates and times.

BENEDICT
Concordia
 Monday, Dec. 24- 5 p.m.

BUTTE
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
 Monday, Dec. 24- 11 a.m. Christmas Program, 4 p.m. 

Christmas service

DOUGLAS
Trinity Lutheran Church
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 9 a.m.

GARRISON
First Congregational Church, UCC
 Monday, Dec. 24- 7 p.m.
Peace Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod
 Sunday, Dec. 22- 11 a.m.
 Monday, Dec. 24- 7 p.m.-Christmas Program
St. Nicholas Catholic Church
 Monday, Dec. 24- 4:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, ELCA
 Monday, Dec. 24- 4:30 p.m.- Holy Communion
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 10:30 p.m.- Holy Communion
Church of God
 Monday, Dec. 24-5 p.m.

MAKOTI
St. Paul Lutheran Church, ELCA 
& Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA
 Monday, Dec. 24- 4 p.m.

MAX
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 8:30 a.m.
Our Savior Lutheran Church, ELCA
 Monday, Dec. 24- 7 p.m.
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 11 a.m.
St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod
 Monday, Dec. 24- 5 p.m.
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 10 a.m.

RIVERDALE
Riverdale Community Church
 Monday, Dec. 24- 6:30 p.m., Candlelight service

ROSEGLEN
Immanuel Lutheran Church
 Monday, Dec. 24- 5:30 p.m.

RYDER
St. John's Lutheran Church
 Monday, Dec. 24- 7 p.m.

WHITE SHIELD
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
 Tuesday, Dec. 25- 10 a.m.

Central & South Mclean 
Christmas services

Birka Lutheran Church, Washburn: Christmas Eve candlelight 
service, 5:30 p.m.

F i r s t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  Wa s hb u r n :  C h r i s t m a s 
E v e  c a n d l e l i g h t  w o r s h i p  w i t h  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n , 
     4:30 and 10 p.m.

F i r s t  P re sby t er i a n  Chu rch ,  W i l t on :  C a nd le l i ght 
C h r i s t m a s  E v e  S e r v i c e ,  5  p . m .  w i t h  H o l y
     Communion.  Come early for Christmas goodies and fellowship.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Mercer: Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Wilton: Christmas Day mass, 

8:30 a.m.
S S Pe t e r  a nd P a u l  U k r a i n i a n  C a t hol i c  C hu rch , 

W i l t on :  C h r i s t m a s  D a y,  10  a . m . ;  New Ye a r s  D a y,
     10 a.m.

St. Bonaventure’s Catholic Church, Underwood: Christmas 
Eve, 4 p.m.

St. Catherine’s Catholic Church, Turtle Lake: Christmas Day, 
9:30 a.m.

St. Edwin’s Catholic Church, Washburn: Christmas Eve 
midnight mass.

St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Turtle Lake: Christmas Eve, 7:30 
p.m.

Tr i n i t y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  Tu r t l e  L a k e :  D e c . 
2 3  w o r s h i p  w i t h  c o m m u n i o n ;  C h r i s t m a s  E v e ,
     candlelight worship, communion, children’s time, special 
music, 5 p.m.

United Methodist Church, Turtle Lake: Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.
United Methodist Church, Washburn: Christmas Eve, 5 p.m.
Washburn Baptist Church: Christmas Eve candlelight service, 

5 p.m.

That’s Christmas with an ‘I’

Linda Huelsman stands by what could be an option for this year’s 
gift exchange – a freezer with bags of ice. It defi nitely fi ts the criteria 
this year. It starts with the letter I, and it’s less than $50 per bag.

BY SUZANNE WERRE
BHG News

A lot of families do family 
gift exchanges – typically when 
families get so large, there are too 
many people for everybody to buy 
gifts for – so they downsize a bit.

 Some fami l ies do white 
elephant gifts where the presents 
tend to be a little more unusual. 

A lot of exchanges are pretty 
straight-forward -- girls buy a girl 
gift, boys buy a boy gift, and they 
draw numbers to see who gets to 
pick a gift fi rst. Often, there’s the 
opportunity for people to steal a 
gift from someone else.

Turtle Lake’s Linda Huelsman 
and her family have taken the 
family gift exchange to a different 
level for the past 10 years, adding 
a unique twist to their gift giving 
and receiving.

They’re going through the 
alphabet. This year, all of the gifts 
for the gift exchange need to start 
with the letter I.

“I is a hard one,” said Linda. 
They started 10 years ago 

when everybody had to buy a 
gift that started with an H for 
Huelsman. The next year they 
used the K for her maiden name, 
then they started in earnest, 
starting over with the letter A.

They’re now at I, which is 
diffi cult, she reiterated, but she 
thinks she picked out a pretty 
awesome gift this year.

“They’re going to love it,” she 
said – whoever gets it.

Her family members don’t 
buy a particular guy or girl gift, 
she noted. They’re often a good 
choice for either.

Some of the years are tougher 
than others, she noted. But that’s 
half the fun – trying to come up 
with something within their price 
range (they try to keep it less than 
$50), that fi ts the letter criteria, 
that several people in the family 
would like.

A couple years ago the letter 
was G. That year there were a lot 

of gadgets and gizmos, she said. 
While the adults each buy 

one exchange gift, Linda gets 
to buy the “letter” gift for all the 
grandchildren.

“That way they all get to open 
at least one gift Christmas Eve, 
then the rest are for Christmas 
day,” she said.

One thing she likes about their 
“letter” gift exchange is that the 
men of the family have to go out 
and fi nd a gift for the exchange. 
They don’t get to ask their wives 
to go pick something out for them.

“We always make the guys do 
their own shopping, and it’s fun to 
see what the guys come up with,” 
he said.

She’s hoping her family ’s 
take on a familiar tradition will 
continue for many years to come.

“ Hopef u l ly t he k ids w i l l 

continue it and we’ll get through 
the alphabet, then we’ll start 
all over again,” she said. “It ’s 
something di f ferent , not the 
normal, just to add a little bit more 
of a twist.”

CALL US!
for all your Offi ce needs

 • letterheads • name tags • 
program forms • staplers • 
ledger books • 
note pads BHG Inc.
Garrison • 463-2201 Washburn • 

 

Underwood 462-8126   


