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The holidays are here and it’s time to spread some cheer!
the community has their lights hung to shine

as we join together to count down to Christmas time!
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The Meadows & Garrison State Bank
Trust Department invite you to:

A Joint Presentati 
Wednesday, Dec. 22nd

at 3:00 p.m.
at The Meadows

The Meadows will be giving tours and
information regarding the facility.
The Trust Department will have a

Q & A session regarding power of attorney,
bene ciaries, wills and more.

Main St., Garrison
Adults - $7  Under 13 - $5
Where popcorn is still only 50¢

Movies start @ 7:30 pm

Spiderman - No Way 
Home, PG-13

With Spiderman’s identity now 
revealed, Peter asks Doctor 
Strange for help. When a 
spell goes wrong, dangerous 
foes from other worlds start 
to appear, forcing Peter to 
discover what it truly means to 
be Spiderman. 2 hrs. 28 min.
Jan. 14 & 15 ...... 7:30 p.m.

Sing 2, PG
Buster Moon and his friends 
must persuade reclusive rock 
star Clay Calloway to join them 
for the opening of a new show. 
1 hr. 52 min.
Feb. 4 & 5.......... 7:30 p.m.

Coming Soon:
The King’s Man

Ads Now Available to Order Online

Anniversary, Birthday, Classified
www.bhgnews.com
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Eyecare
Professionals

Washburn 462-8636 
Mandan 663-2020

1137 Border Lane, Washburn

Dr. James Helmers
Dr. John Helmers
Dr. Emily E. Zinke 

Dr. Anna L. Helmers

15601 16th St. SW
Minot, ND 58701

• Pole Building
• Foundations

• Flatwork

Lorn
701-721-2630

CONTRACTING, INC.

Chase Pharmacy
31 N. Main Street

Garrison • 463-2242

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pharmacy Open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Sat.
We guarantee low prices. 
Computerized pharmacy. 

All records kept for 
your insurance & tax purposes.

Deliveries Mondays 
& Thursdays

Dr. Schindler & Dr. Deis
& Hellebush

N. Main Street • Garrison
Monday, Tuesday, Thrusday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
463-2224 • 1-800-876-1067 (Bismarck)

Optometrist

MEDICAL CONSTRUCTION/CONTRACTING

615 Burleigh Rd, Wilton
734-6011 • robisrepair.com

Full Service Auto 
Repair for diesel,

gas & transmission

Dog Gone
Clean Dog

 & Car
Wash

SERVICE DIRECTORY

HAUGEN’S
DRAIN SERVICE

• Power Snakes
• Sewer Cleaning
• 24-Hour Service

Washburn • 462-3730
Cell 315-0600

“For those sluggish drains and backed-up mains”
Residential-Commercial-Industrial

SPECIALTY

SPECIALTY

701.463.2884
51 North Main St

Garrison, ND 58540

Hours: Tues and Wed, 8 am - 5 pm
Aft er Hours: Contact Cathy at 701.509.6387

for appointments and concerns

Dr. Matt Deeter
Dr. Terry Deeter

aGarrison Dental
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Serving the Garrison & Minot areas
25 yrs. locally owned & operated

Randy Bertsch • 701-833-9484

All Season Heating, Air
Conditioning, Inc. & Sheet Metal

2 Service Technicians
located in Garrison!!

Heating & A/C Service
for Business & Homes

Curtiss Moe &
Marc Beyer

701-223-3393

JW Electric
Residential •  Commercial  • Farm Wiring

Joe Wolken
Cell #897-1595

PO Box 925
Garrison, ND  58540

e-mail: jwelectric@restel.com
Master Electrician #M2398

4145 17th St. NW
Garrison, ND

701-770-3240
Patty Koelzer,

Owner

FFL Dealer | Gunsmith | Gun Sales | Reloading Supplies

Chuck Hayes
701-463-7155

1 North Main, Garrison, ND
roughridergunrepair@gmail.com

(701) 897-6926
Kallbergtreeservice@gmail.com

John Kallberg
Trimming 

Branch Chipping

Services Provided: 

Insured • Affordable • Free Estimates

Removal 
Stump Grinding

Wilson Law Firm
JAMES D. WILSON, JD

Attorney at Law
MATTHEW A. ZIMNEY, JD

Attorney at Law

2 North Main Street
Garrison, ND 58540
Tel: (701) 463-2259
jwilson@wilsonlawND.com

•Wills, Trusts & Probate
•Business Entities & Planning
•Real Estate & Title Opinions
•Family Law   •Criminal Law

•General Practice

(701) 463-2099 Office 
(701) 337-6433 mike Cell

11 Central Ave E • po box 338 
garrison, nd 58540

Mike Matteson
" "

options for your "buried bones."Coverage

mike matteson jean witt mckaila behles| |

Interior • Exterior
Residential • Commercial

• Tree Trimming
• Stump & Tree Removal

Firewood Sales Main St. • Garrison, ND
701-335-6300

www.lakefi t.com
email: support@lakefi t.com

Call or 
text to 

reserve 
your 
spot!

24/7  Gym
• Variety of Cardio
• Weight Training
• Free Weights
• Spinning Classes: 
 (included in membership)

 Winter Spin Class Times
 Mon. & Wed. at 6:30 p.m.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY CONT.

Kellie Fonte, Owner       Garrison, ND
Kelliefonte@icloud.com

Cleaning and 
painting services 

are  insured!

• General Cleaning • Windows
• Indoor/Outdoor Painting

FROM THE FRONT PAGES
Stories you may have missed in last week’s  BHG newspapers

Saving the best for last
Stevie Malanowski from Elyia, Ohio, was bit by the travel 

bug while attending college at the University of Ohio at Dayton 
and Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.

Her family didn’t travel often while she was young, but she 
started taking weekend road trips with friends that sparked her 
love for travel.

“In the summer of 2001, during summer break from school, 
my best friend and I took a five-and-a-half week road trip out 
west,” she said. “We camped, toured and visited friends. I 
realized how much there really was to see and do in the United 
States. Truly a once in a lifetime adventure.”

McLean  County Independent

Central McLean tames seventh ranked Beulah 
The Central McLean (CM) Cougars girls basketball team 

continues to meddle in opponent’s game plans.

The Cougars took on the seventh state ranked Beulah 
Miners in Wilton on Saturday and buried the Miners hopes 
for an undefeated season. The Cougars defeated Beulah 50-42 
with defense and free-throws and a couple of timely treys by a 
freshman.

The game was fast, furious and physical from the beginning. 
The teams combined for a game total of 41 fouls and shot 65 
free-throws. The Cougars were 16-for-31 and Beulah shot 18-for-
34 from the stripe. In the end, it was the Cougars’ Ashtyn Smith 
hitting 7-of-11 free-throws in the last 1:51 to seal the win.

Central McLean News-Journal

Wilton grapples with ice and lights
A recent string of mild temperatures – prior to last 

weekend’s snowfall – sparked some doubt among Wilton city 
commissioners on whether to allow children to play on Wilton 
Pond’s relatively mild surface.

Law Enforcement Commissioner Jim Schacher broached 
potential pond issues at the Dec. 1 meeting, noting that local 
water levels are deeper compared to last year while also citing 
apprehension about superficial ice levels not reaching four 
inches.

Mayor LeeAnn Domonoske-Kellar echoed her colleague’s 
consternation, stating: “There’s been reports of kids being out 
by the pond. In fact, “Doc” (Dennis Dockter of Public Works) 
told me … he ran some kids off of there. There’s a ‘thin ice’ 
sign, but they’re kids and that’s the other concern. That ice 
is not very thick. A kid goes through there and we’re going to 
have a heck of a time getting him out.”

The Leader-News

CALENDAR
Saturday, December 18
 Community Cupboard of Underwood will be open from 
10 a.m. - 12 a.m. 

Friday, December 24
Turtle Lake's United Methodist Church welcomes the 
community to their candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 
starting at 7 p.m.

The Community Clothing Share Exchange will be open
each Thursday from noon to 6 p.m. at 221 Main St., Turtle
Lake.
There is a food pantry located outside the Mercer Baptist
Church open 24 hours a day. Access to anyone.
Library Hours:
Washburn Public Library - Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Underwood Public Library - Monday, Wednesday and
Friday -10 a.m. to 3 p.m. -Tuesday and Thursday 1 p.m. to
6 p.m.
Turtle Lake Public Library - Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

If you have a calendar submission please send to 
leadernews@westriv.com and label "Calendar Event" in 
the subject line. Thanks!

Dec. 20: Pork loin, baked potato, California blend 
vegetable, fruit cocktail, pudding.
Dec. 21: Philly cheese steak sandwich, sweet potato 

nuggets, vegetable salad, tropical fruit.
Dec. 22: Fish, seasoned rice, garden mixed vegetable, 

fruit cup.
Dec. 23: Cheeseburger deluxe on a bun, lettuce, 

tomato, onion, tater rounds, corn, fruit cocktail.
Dec. 24: Closed

MEALS ON WHEELSAdvertise in 
your local 

newspaper 
today!

701.462.8126

Dig up Buried 
Treasure in the 

Classifieds
The   COAL BIN
ANTIQUES

CONSIGNMENT

BUY
SELL

TRADE

217 LINCOLN AVE., UNDERWOOD
OPEN MON. - SAT.

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

JOE  602-569-7907

SHARPENING SERVICE ALSO NOW AVAILABLE
• Mower blades • Kitchen knives • Fillet knives • Axes 
• Hunting knives • Pocket knives • Chainsaw blades 

• And more 

Promiseland Designs
Upholstery, Repair, Leather Wear, Tack & Gifts

Dana & Rita Wright
owners/designers

14 Main Street E
Hazen, ND 58545

701-748-2261
promiselanddesigns@westriv.com • www.promiselanddesigns.com

all readers are 

encouraged to submit 

photos of local 

happenings. 

any questions call our 

offi ce at 462-8126. 

email info to 

leadernews@westriv.com

submitted 
info

CARDS OF THANKS
$10 for 50 words or less, 10¢ per 

word for each additional word.  
PO Box 340, Washburn, ND 58577

462-8126 • leadernews@westriv.com
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DAKOTA GARDENER
Non-timber Forest Products

By Joe Zeleznik, Forester
NDSU Extension

Last weekend, we finally 
got enough snow to cover the 
ground. Temperatures have 
dropped so the snow likely 
will stay until spring. That 
means it’s time to start having 
evening fires in the fireplace!

I look forward to this season 
every year. A fire is just plain 
cozy. The physical warmth of 
the fire combined with dancing 
flames is entertainment for the 
eyes. I love the smell of wood 
smoke, too. Fortunately, we 
have a good chimney and the 
only way I can smell the smoke 
is by going outside.

World-wide, firewood is the 
most commonly harvested 
‘non-timber forest product’, or 
NTFP. In North Dakota, I would 
guess that we harvest more 
firewood than timber from 

our forests and shelterbelts. 
The timber business in North 
Dakota is pretty small. Most 
of the sawmills are small 
operations and many of the 
owners mill that lumber on a 
part-time basis.

But there’s a lot of firewood.
In the last 25 to 30 years, 

o u t d o o r  w o o d - b u r n i n g 
furnaces have become much 
more common. They’re a great 
way to heat a home, if you have 
a good supply of fuel available. 
In this case good means, “a lot 
and relatively cheap”. On my 
drive home, there are two or 
three locations where I can 
smell the wood smoke as I pass 
by each day. That aroma puts a 
smile on my face.

There are a huge number 
of items covered under the 
broader heading of non-timber 
forest products.

Wild-harvested foods are 

second after firewood. Most 
of us have picked juneberries, 
chokecherries or any number 
of different fruits from the 
forest or along a windbreak. 
Sometimes, we’re just having 
a snack, but other times we’re 
making jams, jellies or other 
treats.

My friend Steve has made 
some outstanding wine from 
Nanking cherries, harvested 
from a local windbreak. Some 
people have even incorporated 
NTFPs into their business, 
even in North Dakota. For a 
listing of North Dakota-based 
businesses, check out the 
Pride of Dakota list at https://
www.prideofdakota.nd.gov/
foodandbeverage/.

I have to admit though, that 
I still haven’t developed a taste 
for buffaloberries.

Making a living solely from 
specialty forest products can 

be tough. Some years have 
great production while other 
years a late spring frost may 
kill the flowers and therefore 
knock back the amount of fruit 
produced.

Seasonality is a big issue. 
Those food-based products 
are ready for harvest at only 
specific times of the year. Maple 
syrup is produced in a two-to-
four-week window in the early 
spring, before bud break. In 
boxelders and in sugar maple 
trees, the sap flows only when 
daytime temperatures are 
above freezing and nights are 
below freezing. Long-term 
storage isn’t realistic for maple 
sap, so it’s processed into syrup 
right away. And for the other 
11 months of the year, all of the 
equipment sits idle and syrup 
is stored.

A n o t h e r  i s s u e  w i t h 
seasonality is that it can 

be driven by the market. 
Christmas trees, obviously, are 
harvested only in November 
and December. Harvesting 
evergreen boughs, for use by 
f lorists and others, extends 
beyond the Christmas-tree 
season, starting in October and 
ending in January. Beyond that 
time frame, the demand simply 
isn’t there.

E ve n  t he  d e m a nd  for 
firewood is somewhat seasonal, 
at least here in the U.S. But that 
season can last quite a while. 
I’m looking forward to those 
cold nights and the warmth of 
our evening fires.

It’s too bad that we can’t 
grow chestnuts here in North 
Dakota. Then I could roast 
them on the open fire.

PRAIRIE FARE

Take This 5-Question Holiday Food Safety Quiz

By Julie Garden-Robinson, 
Food and Nutrition Specialist 

NDSU Extension Service 

Many years ago, I wrote 
“Easy-Bake Oven” on my 
Christmas wish list.

I had been perusing the 
toy sect ion of  t he t hick 
holiday mail-order catalog 
that delighted the kids of my 
generation. We had no online 
shopping back then.

The delighted girl on the 
front of the toy box was looking 
at a cake coming out of the 
oven. She was beckoning me to 
join other young bakers.

I really needed that little 
oven.

As I recall, my practical 
mom thought that toy ovens, 
toy sewing machines and other 
miniature household devices 
were kind of silly.

“I’ll teach you how to use the 
real oven,” she said.

Obviously, I did not get to 
enjoy the tiny cakes baked by 
a light bulb. Current versions 
have a di f ferent heating 
element.

My friend had an Easy-Bake 
oven. The cake was kind of dry, 
I thought.

That’s how I soothed myself, 
anyway.

I learned how to bake in 
our full-size oven under my 
mother’s watchful eye. We 
baked at least 25 kinds of 
cookies and other treats during 
the holidays.

Most of us have traditional 
cookies we enjoy, such as 
Norwegian sandbakkels or 
German pfeffernusse. At this 
time of the year, you might be 
retrieving recipes for nostalgic 
heritage cookies on yellowed 
cards written by a relative.

Be sure to try this holiday 
food safety quiz with updated 
advice.

For food safety reasons, 
what is the first thing to do 
before beginning to bake your 
holiday treats?

Which two ingredients in 
many cookie recipes could lead 
to potential food safety issues 
if you taste the dough without 
baking? Why?

Why can companies sell food 
such as cookie dough ice cream 
or tubes of cookie dough that 
can be eaten without baking?

S h o u l d  c h i l d r e n  b e 
encouraged to play with 
homemade flour-based dough 
used to make ornaments?

T o  w h a t  i n t e r n a l 
temperature should quick 
breads, scones and other 

holiday cakes reach during 
baking?

Here are the brief answers to 
the questions.

Be sure to wash your hands 
thoroughly with soap and water 
as one of the first things to do. 
Wash utensils and surfaces 
that come into contact with raw 
doughs and batters.

Raw eggs and f lour are 
two ingredients linked with 
foodborne illness outbreaks. 
In some cases, hospitalizations 
r e s u l t .  E g g s  c o u l d  b e 
contaminated with salmonella 
bacteria. Each year, about 30 
people die as a result of eating 
undercooked contaminated 
eggs.

Flour could contain E. coli, 
including the dangerous shiga-
toxin producing E. coli O157:H7. 
Flour is a “raw food” milled 
from grain that is processed 
without heating. Heating 
usually is the “kill step” for 
bacteria. Enjoy eggs and flour, 
but be sure they are in cooked 
or baked foods.

Edible cookie dough is 
made using treated flour and 
pasteurized eggs. If you buy 
ready-made dough, be sure to 
read the baking instructions 
on the package. Some have 
warnings about not eating 

without baking, and some 
doughs are edible right out of 
the package. Manufacturers do 
not want you to get sick.

Food safety experts say “no.” 
Kids like to taste things. Do not 
let children play with or eat 
f lour-containing dough that 
is used for crafts. See https://
www.foodsafety.gov/blog/
say-no-raw-dough for more 
information.

The Home Baking Institute 
recommends baking most cakes 
to an internal temperature of 
200 to 209 degrees F and testing 
with both a toothpick and a 
food thermometer. Retrieve 
cheesecakes from the oven 
when they reach 150 degrees F. 
The temperature will continue 
to rise and your cheesecake 
will retain its quality.

S e e  t he  Home B a k i n g 
Association website at https://
www.homebaking.org/baking-
food-safety/ to learn about food 
safety and baking. Internal 
temperature recommendations 
are available for a variety of 
baking goods.

Instead of a recipe, this week 
I have some gift mix recipes 
I invite you to explore. Each 
publication describes how to 
layer a jar with the ingredients, 
along with the recipe card to 

attach to your gift. 
Visit www.ag.ndsu.edu/food 

and click on “Food Preparation” 
then “Quick Mixes.” Be sure to 
click on “Download PDF” for a 
printable version.

On the website, you will 
find “Mix It Up” that includes 
a  d e l ic iou s  a n d  f e s t ive 
“Cranberry-Oatmeal Cookie 
Mix.” My students at the time 
made the recipe repeatedly to 
perfect it. It was fine the first 
time, but they liked the cookies. 
This publication also includes 
Chili Mix, Cornbread Mix and 
Friendship Soup.

“Beverage Mixes in a Jar” 
includes Double Chocolate 
Peppermint Candy Hot Cocoa 
Mix, Spiced Tea Mix and Mint 
Candy Coffee Mix.

“Give  t he  Gi f t  o f  Joy 
with a Quick Bread Mix” 
includes Herb Quick Bread, 
S n ic ke r d o o d le  Mu f f i n s , 
Cherry-Chocolate Scones and 
Peanut Butter Bread.

(Julie Garden-Robinson, 
Ph.D., R.D., L.R.D., is a North 
D ak ot a  S t at e  Unive rsi ty 
Extension food and nutrition 
specialist and professor in the 
Department of Health, Nutrition 
and Exercise Sciences. Follow her 
on Twitter @jgardenrobinson)

 DAKOTA EDGE OUTDOORS
Southeast ND Ice Fishing Opportunities Abound

While water levels are 
down about two feet after a 
dry spring and summer across 
southeastern North Dakota’s 
prairie lakes country, the 
opportunities to find fast ice 
fishing for perch and walleyes 
are up. 

Record rains from the 
fall of 2019 have helped keep 
waters fishable and expanded 
the number of lakes stocked 
with popular winter species 
according to North Dakota 
Game & Fish Department 
(NDG&F) Southeast Fisheries 
District Supervisor B.J. Kratz. 

“Surprisingly, most district 
lakes are down 20 to 24 inches 
on the average and just because 
of the surplus of moisture we 
had a couple of years back in 
the late summer and the fall. 

The maximum elevation for a 
lot of those lakes were at record 
highs, so we’re capitalizing on 
the bank of yesteryear so to 
speak, to keep us in the game 
for this year,” Kratz states. “It’s 
a unique year, basically we’ve 
set a couple records: we’ve 
got 131 waters now that have 
fishable populations and that 
equates to about 56,000 acres of 
opportunity out there.” 

The Big Four 
The region features four 

prominent water bodies for 
ice anglers to key in on for 
a shot at good numbers and 
excellent sized fish, and with 
some shi fting population 
dynamics, things have changed 
over the past few years on 
Lake Ashtabula, Spiritwood 
Lake, Jamestown Reservoir 

and Pipestem Reservoir. 
Kratz suggests that anglers 

will find a good mix of walleyes 
on Lake Ashtabula this winter, 
and a chance at some hefty pike 
due to the size of the reservoir 
located north of Valley City. 

Additionally, crappies and 
perch provide steady panfish 
options in the waters behind 
Baldhill Dam, and with a little 
searching along the channel 
edges and the surrounding 
flats and structure, action can 
be fast. 

“Ashtabula is always a fun 
lake for people, I enjoy it a lot 
just because of the diversity 
of fish species that are present 
there. We don’t have a lot of 
lakes in the southeast district 
that have so many different fish 
species, and not only that, but 

good opportunities or maybe 
even the best to catch larger 
fish. Ashtabula certainly holds 
its fair share of crappies and 
walleyes to some very large 
pike in there,” Kratz details. 

While Jamestown Reservoir 
did not fill to its standard pool 
level and forage opportunities 
may have been limited by the 
lack of inflow this openwater 
season, Kratz advises that 
this likely will not impact the 
water’s solid population of 
crappies which can dine on 
items as small as plankton. 

The walleye fishing may 
be a bit more difficult, but 
the species does remain in 
good numbers and likely will 
be on the hungry side for 
ice anglers pursuing them. 
Spiritwood Lake’s waters still 

allow for some good darkhouse 
spearing opportunities for 
pike, though there may be some 
gaps in year classes for those 
pursuing the fish with a fork. 
Pipestem Reservoir remains 
in a rebuilding state, as crappie 
populations took a hit following 
a winterkill four years ago, 
but Kratz suggests targeting 
an amazing pike population 
and a respectable set of perch 
year classes coming up in 
the reservoir located north of 
Jamestown. 

“With Pipestem, the crappie 
population there probably 
won’t be much, we’re still in a 
recovery mode,” he warns. “But 
the perch population there is 
better than it’s ever been…and 

 EDGE page 5
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PRAIRIE DOC
Dr. Grassick

Dakota Datebook written by 
Merry Helm

December 24, 2021 — James 
Grassick started his career 
as a physician in Buxton 
in 1885. Among his many 
interests were Indian lore 
and archaeology – you might 
remember that he once owned 
the Highgate mastodon that 
now resides in the ND Heritage 
Center in Bismarck. He also 
enjoyed writing, and each year, 
he put together handsome 
booklets for his friends for 
Christmas. In one of these, he 
wrote of a special Christmas 
Eve he experienced back in the 
horse and buggy days. It was 
after nightfall when the good 
doctor was called to attend a 
woman in labor in a remote 

settler’s home.
“The wind was blowing 

briskly, the air crisp, the 
sledding heavy and the snow 
falling thickly,” he wrote. 
“It was time for anyone that 
was out to seek shelter, for 
ever y t hi ng i ndic ated a n 
approaching storm, and that, 
for a benighted traveler on a 
trackless and treeless prairie, 
was enough to make the 
bravest think of home, wife 
and kiddies. But our good 
Doctor,” he wrote, “was used to 
such conditions, they were in 
the line of his calling. He had 
faced storms before...”

Dr. Grassick soon found the 
trip tough going. “It was now 
quite dark,” he wrote, “the 
stars were hid, and all sense 
of direction was gone except 

what could be learned from 
the wind. The prairie trail was 
obliterated...”

Grassick thought he finally 
spotted a light in the distance, 
but his eyes were playing 
tricks on him.

“The snow, charged with 
icy particles came down more 
thickly,” he wrote, “the biting 
wind increased in velocity, the 
cold became more intense and 
our traveler was beginning 
to feel its effects in lessened 
wil lpower and benumbed 
sensibilities...”

When Grassick felt himself 
giving up, he let up on the reins, 
and his horses instinctively 
moved toward safety. Finally, 
they stopped in the shelter of 
a haystack, 

DAKOTA DATEBOOK
Black Hand

Dakota Datebook written by 
Merry Helm

December 21, 2021 — On 
December 8, 1913, a Fargo 
Forum story read, “The secrets 
of the terrible (Camorrista) 
clan, the black hand of Italy 
whose power is feared in every 
corner of the globe, may be 
bared at Bismarck ... when 
Francesco Coccimigilio faces 
trial for the murder of Antoine 
Rigori.”

Actually, the reporter had 
his Italian groups mixed up. The 
Camorristas were from Naples 
and the Black Hand was part of 
the Mafia down in Sicily; the 
two groups were competitors. 
The Mafia segment got its name 
for drawings of threatening 
black hands they added to 
extortion letters.

Our Italians in Bismarck 
didn’t belong to either group, 
and the victim was not Antoine 
Rigori; it was Felice Yannazzo. 
It took many days for the 
press to drop its sensational 
speculation of vendettas, secret 
letters and assassination, and 
instead report the actual facts 
of the murder trial, which 
ended on this date in 1913.

The victim, the accused, 
and at least six other Italians 
were par t of a Nor thern 
Pacific railroad crew working 
southeast of Bismarck that 
year. The Italians all came 
from the same town, Sambiase. 
Yannazzo joined the crew in 
July and appears to have been 
Coccimigilio’s cousin.

The crew was living in a 
railroad camp at Apple Creek 
Station, and their living 
quarters consisted of two 
adjoining boxcars outfitted 
with bunk beds. It was in one 
of these that Yannazzo met 
his death during the night of 
September 10th.

T h at  d ay,  t h e  c r ew ’s 
timekeeper, Percy Cardieux, 
and four of the Italians took a 
hand-railcar into Bismarck to 
pick up groceries and supplies. 
They also brought back two 
10-gallon kegs of whiskey, and 
that night every man drank 
his share.

During the party, Yannazzo 
pulled out his guitar, and the 
Italians sang some of their 
native folk songs. The men had 
to work the next morning, and 
some decided to go to bed, but 
Yannazzo was having a good 
time and kept playing. Through 
an interpreter, witness Tony 
Delucci said Yannazzo was a 
bully who kept several knives 
on him, plus a dagger and 
two revolvers by his pillow. 
When Yannazzo continued 
partying, Coccimigilio yelled 
at his cousin to go to sleep, and 
the two got into an argument.

“It was difficult for (Mr. 
Delucci) to explain,” a news 
story read, “in his native 
language...to the jury just how 
the murder occurred, and 
using States Attorney Berndt 
as a subject, he illustrated how 
Yannazzo had first attacked 
Coccimigilio and threw him to 
the floor of the car, and struck 

him several times while he was 
on top of Coccimigilio with his 
fists.”

Delucci also said Yannazzo 
threatened to kill Coccimigilio, 
who threw him off and stabbed 
h i m,  k i l l i n g  h i m.  W h at 
appeared to be a case of self-
defense turned out to be a bit 
more complicated. Doctors 
stated Yannazzo’s body had 
thirteen deep stab wounds 
“about his trunk and head, any 
one of which might have caused 
his death.”

In the end, the jury found 
Coccimigilio guilty of second 
degree murder. The 25-year-old 
appealed to Judge Nuessle for 
clemency, saying he had never 
been in trouble before and 
that he had served honorably 
in the Italian army. He was in 
America to support his wife and 
baby daughter back in Italy; 
they had no other relatives or 
means of support. The judge 
gave Coccimigilio 16 years 
and told him he might get out 
earlier for good behavior.

“Dakota Datebook” is a 
radio series from Prairie Public 
in partnership with the State 
Historical Society of North 
Dakota and with funding from 
the North Dakota Humanities 
Council. See all the Dakota 
Datebooks at prairiepublic.
org, subscribe to the “Dakota 
Datebook” podcast, or buy 
the Dakota Datebook book at 
shopprairiepublic.org.

the pike population is crazy 
good,” he suggests for anglers 
considering alternative targets 
on the reservoir. 

A Solid Spread Spread out 
across the district are dozens 
of prairie lakes and sloughs 
providing great perch and, 
more recently, phenomenal 
walleye fishing for ice anglers. 
Many of those waters receive 
little or no pressure during 
the openwater season, due to 
their lack of boat access, but are 
more accessible to ice anglers 
who can walk or drive on in 
the winter. 

Kratz reports from spring 
and summer surveys that there 

are more lakes in the district 
with excellent populations of 
walleyes than ever before. 

“We had 28 lakes this year 
in the district that exceeded 10 
fish per net-night, which is kind 
of an index for a good walleye 
fishery. Some of those lakes 
where the catch rates were good 
—  they’re all over the place — 
but Mud and Pearl Lakes north 
of Medina were good, Foot 
Lake just south of Medina was 
exceptional as well. North of 
Jamestown we had Hoggarth 
Dam and as far down south as 
Lidgerwood country we had 
Reiland Lake and Four Corners 
over by Hankinson,” 

Additionally, perch options 
remain strong in the southeast 

with a number of secret and 
not-so-secret spots available 
to anglers looking to catch a 
few hefty football-sized fish. 
Kratz recommends North 
Hobart for strong catch rates 
and good average size, and 
North Eckelson sports a robust 
population with bigger fish 
available. The Brooks Complex 
south of Cleveland also boasts 
good perch fishing on a bigger 
water which allows anglers to 
spread out and find fish. 

Anglers looking for prairie 
water pike options should check 
out Flood Lake by Kulm and 
Grass Lake near Lidgerwood 
for consistent action for 
northerns from two to five 
pounds this winter.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Turtle Lake
Hospital

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Experience preferred but not
required. Contact Brenda
 701-448-2331 ext 207.

LPN, Nurse Aide, 
Multi Modality Radiology 

Technologist 

•  DEADLINE: 9 a.m. Thursday. 
•  CLASSIFIED WORD ADS: Terms – Cash, Check, Visa or Mastercard.
•  COST: $8 a week for 20 words, each additional word is 25 cents. Half price for 

` each additional week. Can be placed in other papers for half price. Giveaway 
 ads are free one week only. 

•  CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATE: $9.50 per column inch.
•  CONTACT INFORMATION :  Phone :  462- 8126 •  Fa x :  462- 8128 

 Em a i l :  l e a d e r n ew s @ we s t r i v. c o m  •  We b s i t e :  b h g n ew s .c o m 
 Mailing address: The Xtra, PO Box 340, Washburn, ND 58577

•  DELIVERY PROBLEMS: If you’re having any problems getting your Xtra - when 
 and if - we want to know. Call our Garrison office at 701-463-2201 or 1-800 
 658-3485 when you want to report problems.

THE CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANT TO SAVE some money? Check 
out the specials in this week’s Xtra. If 
you’re not receiving the Xtra, call 701-
463-2201. 
1-e-tfn-nc 58540
SUPPORT GROUP: Alcoholics Anony-
mous Hotline 1-888-680-0651. AA meet-
ings in Center, Sundays at 5 pm. CT, 
St. Paul Lutheran Church (794-3381); 
in Garrison, Thursday at 8 pm at SACA 
Lodge, 11 Central Ave NW, 1 block West 
of the City Auditorium; in Washburn, 
Sundays at 7 pm. First Lutheran Church 
(701-460-1373 or 701-202-6701); in 
Wilton, Mondays at 7 pm at Sacred 
Heart Church (734-6533). In McClusky 
at Grace Lutheran Church, 402 4th St. 
W, Sundays at 8 pm. Positive Changes 
NA, Fridays at 7 pm, United Methodist, 
Washburn (701-460-0663).
46-TFNPI 58540

DELIVERY PROBLEMS? If you’re hav-
ing any problems getting your XTRA - 
when and where you want it, we want 
to know. Call 1-800-229-5028 to report 
problems.
52-TFNPI 58540

ORDER PRINTS, custom mugs, puz-
zles and more of pictures from all BHG 
newspapers at bhg.smugmug.com.
35-P-TFN-NC 58577

CENTRAL DAKOTA Frontier of Turtle 
Lake is seeking a custom applicator. 
Full time. Excellent pay and benefits 
package. 701-315-0844
31-4TPDICMLNX 58540

WORK WANTED
THIS NEWSPAPER offers free job 
wanted ads to anyone seeking employ-
ment at a local or area business. List 
your job skills or the type of work you 
are seeking. A free ad of up to 25 words 
may run up to a month in this newspa-
per. Mail your ad to Leader-News, P.O. 
Box 340, Washburn, ND 58577 or email 
leadernews@westriv.com.
1-E-TFN-NC                                                       58577

SERVICES
JUST A NOTION! is taking in clothing 
alterations and repair; knit/crochet repair. 
Call for free consultation! Charlene Bins-
feld, Washburn, 701-220-5831.
34-9-E-PD 58577

NOTICES
HAVE YOU BEEN in a relationship 
where you were emotionally or physi-
cally battered? Call McLean Family 
Resource Center, 701-462-8643 24/7, 
Washburn. The office hours are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. EEOC 
compliant.
1-E-TFN-NC 58577

 

FARM RELATED
BULK FUEL sale and delivery. Premium 
Clear #2 fuel, $3.00/gallon; Premium 
Dyed #2 fuel, $2.70/gallon; Unleaded 
Gas, $2.95/gallon. Call for current pric-
ing. Call Jason, 701-870-0415.

Qualified applicants must be professional, punctual, engaged persons 
with an excellent work ethic. Employment contingent on passing a 

criminal background check. Please call (218-726-1606) 
or email Bill (BillL@GSSC.net) for more information. 

EOE/AA/Disability/Veterans/M/F Employer 
Immediate full-time & part-time openings!

Washburn & Center, ND

SECURITY 
OFFICERS

HELP WANTED
• Elementary Principal
• Elementary Teachers
• Speech Pathologist 

Teacher
• Bus Driver - w/CDL

• Science Teacher
• High School Science 

Teacher
• Middle School Football 

Coach & High School 
Football Coach

Contact:  Wayne Fox,
Superintendent

743-4350 ext. 2205

White Shield School

North Shore 

I n n  &  S u i t e s
430 5th Ave SW, Garrison, ND

HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPER

& FRONT DESK CLERK
for the North Shore Inn

& Suites Motel.
Apply within at the

HELP WANTED
STEVE’S PLUMBING Service, LLC 
in Garrison, ND is looking for a 
Full-Time Apprentice or a Licensed 
Journeyman Plumber. Competitive 
wages and benefits D.O.E. Call 
701-460-7471, email a resume to 
szach@restel.net
19-TFNX 58540

Come Join Our Team!!
Culinary Aide

Full-Time (35 hrs per week)
CNA

Full-Time, Days
Laundry Aide

Full-Time (30 hrs per week)

HELP WANTED

Call Jill Borth at (701)463-2226
“EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

Scan to be connected to job link

Apply at www.blcgarrison.com

HELP WANTED

is looking for
*ASSISTANT MANAGER*

Full Time
SALES ASSOCIATES
Full Time or Part Time

Stop in for an application
200 5th Ave SE, Garrison

USED ALUMINUM PRESS Plates. 23 x 
35, two for $1 available at the McLean 
County Independent, Garrison. 463-
2201.
1-E-TFN-NC      58577

MISC. FOR SALE

MISC. FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK
TURTLE LAKE WEIGH STATION 
We have the following ship date 
scheduled to ship cows and bulls, 
Monday, December 27. As always, 
have them there by 11 a.m. Call 
Darin @701-315-0144 with any 
questions.
43-TFN-E-X                                                      58577

The institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

HELP WANTED
CHI St. Alexius Health Garrison has 

the following positions available:

For more information call
701-463-6503
Apply online at

www.commonspirit.careers

RN - Acute/ER
$5,000.00

Employment Incentive

The institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

HELP WANTED
CHI St. Alexius Health Garrison has 

the following positions available:

For more information call
701-463-6503
Apply online at

www.commonspirit.careers

RN/LPN -
Nursing Facility

$5,000.00
Employment Incentive

Come Join Our Team!!
Cook

We are looking for a person 
that enjoys preparing food and 

interac� ng with Elders.  We 
off er very compe� � ve wages, 
Health, vison, Life, and 401k 

packages.  Please apply on line 
at blcgarrison.com or contact 
�ill �orth with any ��es� ons 

701-463-2226.

HELP WANTED

“EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
Scan to be connected to job link

McLean Electric Cooperative
2014 F-350

For Sale on Sealed Bids
Mileage 161,093

Super Cab with Service Body
Gas

We reserve the right to
refuse any or all bids.

Sold As Is – No Warranty
Contact Kelly if you would 

like to schedule a viewing of 
the item at 463-6700

SEALED BIDS MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY

DEC. 17, 2021 AT 4:00 P.M.
Please mail sealed bids to 

the following address:
McLean Electric Cooperative

Keith Thelen,
PO Box 399

Garrison ND 58540

For more information call
701-463-6503.
Apply online at

www.commonspirit.careers
The institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

HELP WANTED
CHI St. Alexius Health Garrison Hospital & Nursing Facility

Lab Tech (MT/MLT)
Administrative Assistant • Radiology Tech

Cook • Dietary Aide • Dietary Helper
Housekeeping • CNA • Nurse Aide

Now off ering higher starting wages!

Newspaper Editor Wanted
BHG Inc is looking for a skilled and determined 
individual ready to take on local news for the

Central McLean News-Journal. This is a challenging 
and rewarding position for someone looking to play a 

big role in an award-winning publication. Paper content 
ranges from personal features, meeting coverage, 
local events, sports and more, with something new 
to cover each week. Duties include covering events, 

writing content, taking photos, general editing, customer 
contact and overseeing design of the final paper 

each week. This local paper has maintained a steady 
circulation and a loyal readership and is looking

for an editor to continue that legacy.
Benefits include health insurance, paid mileage for

travel, free admission to events and more.
Vision and dental are also available. Interested?

Contact us at news@bhgnews.com

Meat cutter.
N o  e x p e r i e n c e 
necessary, can train.
Approximately 20-
30 hours per week. 
Wage dependant on 
experience. Apply in 
store. Contact Farrah 
for any questions 
7 0 1 - 4 4 8 - 2 2 8 0

TL MAIN ST. MARKET

The sky is the limit 
of what you can 
sell or buy in the  

classifieds.

Call 462-8126
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2018 Chevrolet 2500 3/4 ton work truck.
Great condition, white extended cab, 
long box, full length running boards, 

three aluminum tool boxes

Call 701-400-7793

 - TRUCK FOR SALE -



Chris 651-792-5920
Dylan 701-500-7227

Bob 701-720-1808

Seed f Se
Yllow Pas

 Agassiz Carver
 Inca Spectrum

HRSW
Barracuda   LCS Rebel

              ND VitPro 
Durum

ND Grano
Oats

 CS Camden
Soybans

Lgacy LS-0239N RR2X
Yield Powerhouse

Loyal L0320E Enlist E3
ND17009GT

Keep your own seed



STATEWIDES
HELP WANTED

ASS ISTANT D IRECTOR FOR 
STUDENT LIFE. NDSCS has a 
FT, 12-month, benefited position 
open in Wahpeton. Primary duties 
include creating, implementing, 
and facilitating opportunities for 
co-curricular learning and student 
leadership development. This position 
also oversees the Customer Service 
Desk. Salary DOE plus full benefit 
package, including fully paid health 
insurance premium. Screening begins 
immediately. Interested candidates 
must complete the online application. 
EOE. For more information, go to: 
www.ndscs.edu/join-our-team

C.N.A.s- $30/HR!! Crisis pay for 
psych in Jamestown. All backgrounds 
will be considered. Immediate start 
dates. All shifts. Call Carolyn at 
Worldwide Staffing 866.633.3700.

EVENT SERVICES COORDINATOR. 
NDSCS has a FT, 12-month, benefited 
position open in Wahpeton. Primary 
duties include providing support and 
guidance for all functions of internal 
and external facility rental and event 
services, various functions of the 
customer service desk, and Student 
Life operations. Salary DOE plus 
full benefit package, including fully 
paid health insurance premium. 
Screening begins immediately. 
Interested candidates must complete 
the online application. EOE. For more 
information, go to: www.ndscs.edu/
join-our-team

STUDENT LIFE ASSISTANT. NDSCS 
has a FT, 12-month, benefited position 
open in Wahpeton. Primary duties 
include providing support for Student 
Life activities including planning and 
promotion, various functions of the 
customer service desk, and Student 
Life operations. Salary DOE plus full 
benefit package, including fully paid 
health insurance premium. Screening 
begins immediately. Interested 
candidates must complete the online 
application. EOE.

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND Media? ND Media 
Guide. Only $25! Call 701-223-
6397, ND Newspaper Association.

SERVICES FOR HIRE

SHELTERBELT SOLUTIONS. CRYSTAL 
ND. serving all of ND. Shelterbelt/

farmstead windbreak removal. No 
sticks to pick. No dirt in pile. Vince 
701-270-8717. Jay 701-367-1424. 
Shelterbelt solutions.com

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 844-254-7522.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 877-482-4836.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 833-
946-2482.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind 
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? Is the bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner’s Relief Line! FREE 
CONSULTATION! 855-399-8165.

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 877-583-0333.

EDUCATION /TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 701-929-9679. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information.

ATTENTION ACTIVE DUTY & 
MILITARY VETERANS! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree at CTI! 
Online Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & Families! To 
learn more, call 701-929-9679. (M-F 
7am-5pm CT). The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is located 
at CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ND FARM LAND Values surge 
upward. Are you selling or renting? 
Pifer’s Auction and Farm Land 
Management. Bob Pifer 701-371-
8538. Kevin Pifer 701.238.5810. 
Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/month with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 833-365-1362.

PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAMILY 
with Vivint Smart Home. Call 866-
391-9779 today to receive a FREE 
$50 GIFTCARD with your purchase. 
Use promo code: FREE50.

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word classified 
ad—like this one—in every North 
Dakota newspaper for only $160. 
It’s easy. Contact this newspaper for 
details.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 701-809-7415.

HEALTH/MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 855-
559-1454.

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 
855-821-2831.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 866-331-7577.

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

HAVE a news release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call does 
it all. 701-223-6397.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Washburn School District has an immediate opening for the following position:
Activities Custodian/Substitute Custodian

Hours vary, with some flexibility allowed. Starting wage is $14.00/hr, 
depending on experience. Contact Brad Rinas, Washburn Superintendent, at 
701-462-3221.  Application forms are available in the school office, by request 
at brad.rinas@k12.nd.us, or on the school website at https://sites.google.
com/site/washburnk12/. Click on “Employment Opportunities” and download 
a Classified Staff application form.  The Washburn Public School District is 
an equal opportunity employer and subject to veterans’ preference laws.

Garrison School District
HELP WANTED

Substitute Bus, 
Partial Route

Drivers & Activity 
Drivers Needed

$25.00/hr. Sub & Route
$16.50/hr. Activities

For more information call 
701-463-2818 or visit

www.garrison.k12.nd.us
for an application.

Subscribe to your  
local paper.

Order Online at
www.bhgnews.com

Visit 
our 

Website
www.bhgnews.com

DAKOTA DATEBOOK
Loren Torkelson, POW

Dakota Datebook written by 
Merry Helm

December 20, 2021 — First 
Lieutenant Loren Harvey 
Torkelson was from Crosby 
and was a month shy of his 
26th birthday when his plane 
was shot down over North 
Vietnam. He was in his second 
tour of duty as an Air Force F4 
Phantom pilot with the 389th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron 
when it happened. It wasn’t 
until this day in 1990 that his 
missing co-pilot finally came 
home from the war.

Torkelson departed Da Nang 
Airbase on a strike mission 
over North Vietnam on April 
29, 1967. First Lt. George J. 
Pollin, from New Jersey, was 
his co-pilot; they were escorting 
F105 bombers that were to 
strike the Hanoi Bridge. Their 
flight path took them near a 
MIG fighter base and some 
SAM missile sites. They were 
fired on by both and took a hit 
in the rear of the plane as they 
were nearing the Red River in 
Ha Tay Province.

Eyewit nesses said t he 
plane rolled over, crashed, 
and exploded. The crew of the 
lead aircraft saw one partially 
opened parachute.

Torkelson ejected a nd 
was captured by the North 
Vietnamese and imprisoned in 
the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.” 
That same year – on the 4th 
of July – an East German film 
company conducted interviews 
with imprisoned pilots for an 
anti-American propaganda 

film titled “Pilots in Pajamas.” 
Among the pilots interviewed 
was Torkelson, who told the 
interviewer that he had flown 
120 missions and had been 
downed by a Vietnamese pilot 
flying a Soviet MIG17.

Torkelson also said he was 
a protestant, had a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
North Dakota, and was 26. He 
had gotten married on the 4th 
of January that year and left for 
Vietnam nine or ten days after 
the wedding.

The interviewer enticed 
Torkelson to talk by telling 
him, “If you look in this camera, 
there is a real chance your wife 
will see these pictures, we’ll 
take care of that.”

T o r k e l s o n  t o o k  t h e 
opportunity. “I’d just like to 
say that I’m all right now,” he 
said, “very well taken care of, 
and I hope that you don’t worry 
too much about me. I think 
that when the war is over the 
Vietnamese people will release 
me and I hope that you’re doing 
fine and that you’ll help to 
comfort my mother and father 
and don’t worry too much. I’ll 
be home in the near future.”

Meanwhile, it was thought 
that if either man had survived 
the crash, it was Pollin. Co-
pilots ejected before the pilots 
in F4s, and Pollin’s ejection 
seat was seen near the site of 
the crash.

It took Torkelson six years 
to make it back home; he was 
released in March 1973. But, 
Pollin was still missing. In 
his debriefing, Torkelson said 

that he hadn’t seen Pollin’s 
parachute and thought he had 
probably gone down with the 
plane. Shortly before their 
takeoff, Pollin had phoned his 
brother back home and told he 
was volunteering for a combat 
mission because the scheduled 
co-pilot was sick. He told his 
brother that this would just 
bring him that much closer to 
going home.

On December 20, 1990, the 
U.S. announced that Vietnam 
had furnished some remains 
that were positively identified 
as Torkelson’s co-pilot. It was 
unclear whether Pollin died 
during or after the crash, but 
now, after 23 years, he was 
finally home.

Loren Torkelson finished 
out the war a highly decorated 
officer, receiving two Silver 
Stars, three flying crosses, 16 
Air Medals, the Legion of Merit, 
the Bronze Star for Valor, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, and 
the Air Force Commendation 
Medal. When he got home, he 
went back to UND to earn a law 
degree. He passed away in 1995 
in Lexington, KY. He was 54.

“Dakota Datebook” is a 
radio series from Prairie Public 
in partnership with the State 
Historical Society of North 
Dakota and with funding from 
the North Dakota Humanities 
Council. See all the Dakota 
Datebooks at prairiepublic.
org, subscribe to the “Dakota 
Datebook” podcast, or buy 
the Dakota Datebook book at 
shopprairiepublic.org.
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Thanks to the generosity of the Garrison area residents and 
merchants, the Community Chest has been able to support local 
area and state charities through an earnest city and rural fund drive 
while keeping the number of charitable drives in the community at 
a minimum.

Name ________________________________________________________________ Total Donation ____________________________
Please complete and return with check made payable to: Garrison Community Chest

_____Garrison Ambulance
_____Gifts From the Heart
_____Heritage Park
_____Garrison Senior Citizens
_____State Red Cross
_____Meals on Wheels
_____Cub Scouts (local)
_____McLean Co.Resource Center

_____Girl Scouts (local)
_____Benedictine Living Center Activity Fund
_____Garrison Hospital Activity Fund
_____Camp of the Cross
_____Garrison Food Pantry (GARC)
_____Dolly Parton Imagination Library
_____Little Lunches Back Pack
_____Max Food Pantry

_____Ryder Food Pantry
_____Garrison Fire Department
_____SACA
_____Garrison Community Foundation
            (St. Joseph Fund)
_____Wilderness Park
_____General Distribution

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!
Contact Your Bank For An Automatic Monthly Payment From Your Account

Garrison
Community Chest 

Fund Drive

Garrison Community Chest
is administered by

Better Living For Garrison

We would appreciate your consideration for a generous contribution in order to 
meet these needs.

Below is a list of the charities supported this year. Please indicate 
which charities your contribution is to support and drop off or mail to:                    
Garrison State Bank & Trust (P.O. Box 339, Garrison, ND 58540).

Make your check payable to “Garrison Community Chest,” and return by December 31, 2021.
We thank you for your past support and request your generous support with the 2021 Fund Drive.

2021

New!
Donate online, go to: 
www.blfggarrison.com

click on Community 
Chest tab.

Give me a n ex pa nse of 
cattails in December with a 
little snow on the ground and 
a lot of pheasants scattered 
throughout it, and that’s about 
the best gift the outdoors can 
provide. Even in those years 
where I did not yet have a dog, 
I can recall serving as my own 
f lushing machine, stomping 
over the three-toed tracks of 
pheasants weaving through a 
frozen slough. 

My budd ie s  were of ten 
content to hug the edges, but 
I enjoyed the sweat-inducing 
high-kneed tromp through 
the crackling reeds and, more 
importantly, the excitement of 

Our Outdoors
In the Thick of It

BY NICK SIMONSON
DAKOTA EDGE OUTDOORS

a f lushing rooster that often 
resulted. Even now, when my 
dog is hard on those same trails 
of frozen tracks, and when his 
tail gets going while his nose 
vacuums up the fresher ones 
imprinted in the powder of the 
small openings, I’m right there 
behind him, content to be in the 
thick of it, sweating it out with 
my thumb on the safety. 

When the crash and crackle 
give way to a slight stillness and 
only the tick-tick-ticking of his 
tail, I know something’s about 
to happen. Like the clock on a 
time bomb, it is often only a few 
seconds before the beige canopy 
blows up in a blur of wings and 
explosion of fluff as a rooster 
takes to the sky, forced from his 
hiding spot in the slough. 

Sure it’s work, but it’s well 
worth it. I’ve never shied away 
from the challenges the outdoors 
brings. From hauling stands for 
deer hunting on my back from 
one draw to the next in the 
heat of summer, to stomping 
up a sweat in the chill of early 
winter, the equity earned in the 
process of putting in the time 

and effort is dividends paid in 
close encounters and memorable 
shots. I often consider such 
adventures my second workout 
of the day and let the minute 
and calorie rings roll on my 
wristwatch accordingly. 

By the end of a day with a few 
thrashings through the thick 
stuff, I’ve often amassed more 
on both than what came from 
my morning run. But it isn’t all 
just brute force in those frozen 
backwaters either. There’s a 
science to stomping. 

Just like pheasants relate 
to the edges between their 
home fields, grasses and those 
thicker areas, there are edges 
within those larger expanses of 
cattail flats where the birds seek 
thermal cover. 

Trails form through usage 
by deer, coyotes, birds and 
other critters, and some get 
used more than others. Those 
sup erhig hways u nder t he 
cover of matted reeds that have 
hardened tracks which have 
thawed and refrozen and have 
newer markings in fresher snow 
around them are the ones my 

dog and I follow, seeking the 
makers of those latter marks. 

Additionally, the cattails 
often open into areas of snow-
covered frozen surface, where 
birds can land and take off, sun 
themselves or simply find a spot 
to look and listen. There, the 
marks of tails and wings suggest 
a recent landing and a starting 
point for a new chase. With 
some experience, the ebb and 
flow of the thickness of a given 
slough provides clues as to how 
pheasants move through it in 
late season, and the advantage 
they may have had of hopping 
over the wetter areas that would 
flood hunting boots and soak 
field pants has waned for those 
willing to hit the thick stuff 
and provide pursuit this time 
of year. 

Picking out those side trails, 
areas of easier movement, or 
those denser stands which 
p r o v i d e  c o v e r  f r o m  t h e 
pheasant’s predators above, 
gives clues that pay off, walk-
after-walk, stomp-after-stomp, 
season-after-season. Perhaps 
the best part of the thick stuff 

is that there’s an even greater 
chance to have it all to yourself 
this time of year. Something 
about that extra work required 
of smashing through it keeps the 
tennis-shoed hunters of early 
season away, and the challenges 
of winter’s chill take care of 
some of even our most devout 
upland brethren. 

Further, there’s a likelihood 
that because of its nature and 
a walkability that only comes 
with cold weather, it’s virgin 
territory for the season and may 
only have been hit a few times — 
and likely only by last month’s 
deer hunters on the trail of a 
swamp — loving buck. 

In the end, getting into 
the thick of it is what defines 
December pheasant hunting. 
The challenge is there, but so 
are the birds and the energy 
ex p ende d i n t he toug hest 
territory of the uplands and the 
adventure of rousting them from 
their deepest hiding places is 
one of the most unforgettable … 
in our outdoors.


